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What is my background?



Malcolm’s denominational background

Born into Methodist Church
1967-1977

•Father was a minister until 
Malcolm was aged 4

•Arminian, Evangelical, 
semi-hierarchical 
(branched out of 
Anglicanism), pietistic 
(social justice important), 
teetotalling, etc.

Methodist Church became 
Uniting Church in Australia

1977-1984

•Union of Methodist, 
Presbyterian (Scottish 
reformed), and 
Congregationalist 
(reformed, Baptist-like)

Attended Uniting Church 
through university

1984-1990

•Stayed at UCA Queensland 
college

•Went to Toowong 
Uniting—taught Sunday 
School, on property 
committee, ran Small 
Group, etc.

Tokyo Baptist Church
1991-1996

•Southern Baptist mission 
church

•Taught Sunday School, ran 
Youth, ran Small Group, on 
outreach committee, etc.



Malcolm’s background cont.

Various Californian churches 
(mega-church, Baptist, etc.)

1994, 1996

Burleigh Uniting
1996-1998

• Elder, Youth leader, etc.

Robina Christian Family
->GCCF->Mosaic

1999-2010, 2014-2018

• Reality Bites Leader, Deacon, 
AiR, Small Group Leader & 
Coach

Evangelical Community 
Church

2010-2013

• Elder, Sunday School Teacher



Theological background

Church Methodist
Uniting (Methodist + 

Presbyterian)
Southern Baptist Queensland Baptist

Evangelical non-
denominational

Study Informal Methodist 
(influenced by father)

Informal Christian 
Worldview studies 

(primarily American 
Baptist influences)

Formal study at Biola
(non-denominational, 
mixed backgrounds, 
strongly evangelical, 

theologically 
conservative)



Who is God?
The development of orthodoxy in the first centuries



Primary needs of the early church

• What do we need to do and/or believe 
to be saved?

Figure out 
what the 

“gospel” was

• What texts are authoritative?

• Issue of canonisation—we won’t be 
discussing this, but classic reference is:

Determine how 
to preserve this 
understanding



Orthodoxy defined by heresy

Church figured out orthodoxy (truth: 
orthos—straight doxa—opinion) via 

response to heresy (choice, a wrong one)

Slowly developed systematic theology of 
who God was and who Christ was, so that:

•Could differentiation between those who believed the 
wrong things about a false god and those who believe 
the right things about a true god

Assumes:

•Belief matters

•Belief->action

•Can know God (through his self-revelation)





Marcion—Supersessionism AD144

Taught Response



Ebion—Adoptionism <AD190

Taught Response



Gnostics—Docetism AD130

Taught Response



Sabellius—Modalism AD220

Taught Response



Arius—Subordinationism AD325

Taught Response



Apollinaris—Subhumanism AD381

Taught Response



Nestorius—Dyoprosopitism AD431

Taught Response

Jesus is fully human 
and fully divine

Jesus is one person

Therefore @ Ephesus:
Jesus has two natures 
united in one person

Jesus is fully human

Jesus is fully divine

Therefore:
Jesus was two persons

• Assyrian Church inherits Nestorian theology
• Understand Nestorius as teaching Jesus having 

two faces, the divine and human, not two 
persons



Eutyches—Monophysitism AD451

Taught Response

Jesus is one person

Jesus has two distinct 
natures

Therefore @ Chalcedon:
Jesus has two natures 

united inconfusedly in one 
person

Jesus is human and divine

A person has one nature

Therefore:
Jesus had one nature that 

was divine and human

• Egyptian (Coptic) church thought Chalcedon too 
Nestorian, so split

• Some other Eastern churches are “miaphysite” 
(one nature)



How do we run the church?
Divisions over government & practice



Primary differences of denominations

• Who is our authority and how 
do we hear from them?

• How is the church governed?
Government

• How do we worship?

• What are our practices in life?
Practice



Rise of Rome  ~AD450-1054

Formation of papacy 
(Gregory I, AD590)

Missionaries to Ireland 
& Britain (5th-7th cent.)

Challenge of Islam (7th-
8th cent.)

Holy Roman Empire 
(AD800-987)

Spread of church 
(AD800-1073):  

Bohemia, Moravia, 
Poland, Norway, 

Iceland, Greenland, 
Sweden, Denmark, 

Hungary, Bulgaria, and 
Russia 



Great Schism AD1054

Iconoclastics
Procession of 

Holy Spirit

Bishop of 
Rome vs. 

patriarch of 
Constantinople

Boundaries Culture
Relationship to 

political 
authority

Liturgy & 
society





Roman Church AD1054-1517

The Crusades
(AD1095-

1244)

Pope 
Innocent III 

rules Europe
(AD1198-

1216)

The 
Inquisition
(AD1215-)

Scholasticism
(9th-13th

cent.)

Mysticism

Monasticism
(AD500-

1500)

Babylonian 
Captivity

(The pope in 
Avignon from 

AD1305-
1377)

Papal Schism
(Multiple 

popes from 
AD1378-

1417)

The 
Renaissance:
rediscovery 

of the 
classics and 
humanism
(14th-16th

cent.)



Reformation AD1517

Waldenses 
AD1184

•Salvation through 
obedience to Jesus’ 
teaching in Gospels

John Wycliffe 
AD1377

•Translated Bible into 
common tongue 
(English)

•Scripture sole 
authority

•Christ head of church

•Etc.

John Hus AD1415

•Czech reformer

•Christ head of church

•Elect members of 
church

Savoranola
AD1498

•Florentine reformer

•Executed for heresy

Brethren of 
Common Life 
(14th-15th cent.)

•Pietistic movement

•House churches

•Shared property

•Bible reading and 
education important

Many other 
movements

Martin Luther 
AD1517

•AD1517 posted 95 
Theses at Wittenberg

•AD1521 
excommunicated

•Lutheran church 
adopted by Saxony



Reformation churches

Reformation

Lutheranism AD1521
Calvinism

Zwingli, Zurich AD1523
Calvin, Geneva AD1536

Huegoenots
Presbyterianism 

AD1560

Puritans & Seperatists
AD1550s

(inc. Congregationalists)

Baptists ~AD1600

Anabaptists Anglicanism AD1534 



17th-18th Century churches

Mysticism

Quakers 17th

cent.

Biblical 
Revivalism

Pietism 17th

cent.

Moravians 
18th cent.

Methodists 
18th cent.

Arminianism 
17th cent.



Who are we?
The Church in the last century



20th Century church movements

Pentecostalism

AOG/ACC COC/INC

Fundamentalism

Evangelicalism

Higher Criticism 
(19th cent.)

Liberalisation of 
“mainstream”

Ecumenicalism

UCA

International 
missions 
maturing

Church in Asia, 
Africa, etc.



Conclusions



What matters to us

Difference Similarity

Shared 
theology

Shared 
practices & 
priorities

Government 
& theology

Practice & 
priorities


