Heaven – The new heaven and new earth – Part 2 of 2

INTRODUCTION: Last week we discussed the events that occur at the end of the millennial reign just prior to our move to our eternal home the new earth. The details of the great white throne judgment should be all we need to motivate us to witness to the lost and to be thankful for our salvation. 
We also discussed facts from the bible about the new earth and what will it be like to live there. 

We learned that this present earth will be destroyed and the new heaven and earth will be a completely new creation. The old one was corrupted by Satan and sin. The land will truly be lush and idyllic. Much like the conditions of this earth nduring the millennial reign we will plant seed and it will all grow and be fruitful; we will build houses and dwell in them. No more building and toiling only to have someone else enjoy the fruits of our labors. (Isaiah 65:17-25)
This week we are going to discuss the last three topics of the new heaven and new earth and they are as follows:

3. What will our lives and relationships be like in the new heaven?
4. What Will the New City Jerusalem on the New Earth be Like?

5. Conclusion and scripture references.
III. What will our lives and relationships be like in the new heaven?
As we have discussed our lives will be perfect. No more pain or suffering and everything we do will prosper. God will dwell with us and answer us while we are yet thinking, for our desires will be perfect, as we will be like Jesus. (I John 3:2) We will only seek those things which bring glory to God. Our desires will be God given and therefore God answered.

A. Relationships:


1. Our relationships will only bring Glory to God continually.


2. God created relationships - in fact he is the one who said, “It is not good that man should be 


alone”, during His original creation.
Note: I don’t know how anyone could believe that somehow it will be wrong to do anything but worship God and fellowship with anyone but God during our eternity. He will bless our relationships and our relationships will glorify him just as a good marriage relationship today brings him glory. He loves it, because he created it.

B. What Jesus said about relationships: Matt 19:29, “And every one that hath forsaken houses, or 

brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name's sake, shall 
receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life.”  



1. I believe that Jesus is telling us that we may have blood relatives who reject Christ and 



therefore us in this life. However not to lose heart we will have many more in the next.


2. Since God created relationships they will bring glory to him and will be part of our worship to 


him. Everything we do will be sinless and perfect in his eyes and bring him glory. 



3. We are all going to have many more relationships on the new earth. We will all have 


many more brothers and sisters than we ever had here on this earth. 



4. Those who were special to us on this earth and were also believers will still be special to us in 


heaven; in fact more special than before, because we will have perfect attitudes about everything. 




a. We should not despair when we lose a loved one to death. 




b. We will be reunited with them for eternity and be able to be with them whenever we 


want to. 




c. We will have bodies like Christ did when he returned. Transportation will not be a 



problem. So we can be with them anytime we want to. 




d. David knew he would see his son again. In fact he no longer mourned for him when 



he died. In II Samuel chapter twelve, we David’s confidence in his future reunion with 



his son in verse 23. 

IV. What Will the New City Jerusalem on the New Earth be Like?

John describes the new city Jerusalem in detail in the book of Revelation chapter twenty one. Starting with verse nine one of the seven angels escorts John there to show him the “bride, the Lamb’s wife.” Born again believers are present in the new city. Now look at the following verses and see what a great city it is.

Rev 21:9  And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven vials full of the seven last plagues, and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife. 

Rev 21:10  And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God,
The city descends out of heaven from God. From our previous discussion we also learned that Paradise (The Garden of Eden), the tree of life and the river flowing from the throne of God were also in heaven with God. So we will assume that they will also come down out of heaven onto the new earth along with the new city Jerusalem. As I mentioned earlier, don’t confuse the New Jerusalem with the Jerusalem on the old earth which has been burned up. This one is much more amazing and much larger in size and scope, as will be the new earth. This city was in heaven with God during the millennial reign. It has all of the mansions in it that Jesus said he went to prepare for us.

Rev 21:11  Having the glory of God: and her light was like unto a stone most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal; 

Rev 21:12  And had a wall great and high, and had twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names written thereon, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel: 

Rev 21:13  On the east three gates; on the north three gates; on the south three gates; and on the west three gates. 

Rev 21:14  And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.
In verse fourteen above the names of the twelve apostles are on the twelve foundations of the city. What an honor this is for them. Remember what I said about relationships in Heaven. The Apostles had a special relationship with Jesus on this earth and they will continue to have a special relationship on the new earth. I believe the same is true for us. Those special to us on this earth such as our spouse’s and our children, our family and close friends will be special to us in heaven on the new earth and vise versa. If they are not saved we need to witness to them. The only way they will be able to be with us in eternity is for them to accept Jesus as their savior. We do not lose the good relationships God gave us on this earth who are believers. Those relationships are eternal.

Rev 21:15  And he that talked with me had a golden reed to measure the city, and the gates thereof, and the wall thereof. 

Rev 21:16  And the city lieth foursquare, and the length is as large as the breadth: and he measured the city with the reed, twelve thousand furlongs. The length and the breadth and the height of it are equal. 

The new Jerusalem is much larger than the old one. It will be about 1500 miles cubed. This would cover an area one third the size of our country, but it will also be 1500 miles high. (One furlong = 660 ft.)
Rev 21:17 And he measured the wall thereof, an hundred and forty and four cubits, according to the measure of a man, that is, of the angel.    (216 feet)      1 cubit = 18” X 144/12 =216
Rev 21:18 And the building of the wall of it was of jasper: and the city was pure gold, like unto clear glass. 

Rev 21:19 And the foundations of the wall of the city were garnished with all manner of precious stones. The first foundation was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, a chalcedony; the fourth, an emerald; 

Rev 21:20 The fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, a topaz; the tenth, a chrysoprasus; the eleventh, a jacinth; the twelfth, an amethyst. 

Rev 21:21 And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; every several gate was of one pearl: and the street of the city was pure gold, as it were transparent glass.
Some Christians try to diminish the wonder of the New Jerusalem by saying they believe the materials used to build the city are merely symbolic and not literal. I don’t believe that at all. God will not find it hard to come up with enough gold to pave the streets of his city with it. The city of God will be very special and I see no reason to believe we should not take it literal. I also believe that when Jesus told his apostles he was going to prepare a place for them he meant they were literal mansions. A great place and not just a room as some versions describe it. This is going to be one great city and Jesus has prepared some wonderful places for us to dwell in that city with God. I believe we will enjoy all parts of the new earth and go to and from this city at will. We will travel at will as Jesus did in front of the apostles after the resurrection and ascension. We will enjoy houses on other parts of the world and we will visit Jerusalem any time we wish to. Today, when we visit other parts of this world we have to travel by car or plane and it can take hours or days. On the new earth with our new bodies we will be able to visit Jerusalem and any of the wonders of the new earth on the same day or even the same hour.

Rev 21:22  And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it. 

Rev 21:23  And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof.
There will be no need for a temple on the new earth. On the new earth God will dwell with us and we will all have access to him and his throne anytime. Since we are all kings and priests and are all sinless we can go boldly before God.

In the next verse below, (Verse 24) notice the saved will walk in the light of the Lamb. There will not be a need for a sun and moon. We will bring our glory and honor into and out of the city. The gates will never be shut because there is no crime or threat of war. No one in heaven will defile the city. All the glory of the nations will be brought into the new city. This tells us there will still be sovereign nations. Only those written in the Lambs book of life will be there. Praise God, there are no more sinners in eternity. The influence of Satan has been banished to the lake of fire forever. 

Rev 21:24  And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of the earth do bring their glory and honour into it. 

Rev 21:25  And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night there. 

Rev 21:26  And they shall bring the glory and honour of the nations into it. 

Rev 21:27  And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's book of life.
Final thoughts - the new earth; our final destiny in eternity is more than we can imagine. 

1. The earth we are on now is only a shadow of the new earth. 

2. The new earth will exceed this one in all aspects with no imperfections or curse.


3. God will dwell on the earth with us and will be the eternal light. (No need of a sun or moon)


4. We will truly know and live in the peace of God eternally.
V. CONCLUSION:
The term “heaven” is very general in scope. Heaven, or the place where God is now, and the place where believers go when they die, is only the beginning of our eternity which begins after our physical death. 
John Newton, six months before his death said:

“What is death to a believer in Jesus! It is simply a ceasing to breathe. If we personify it, we may welcome it as a messenger sent to tell us that the days of our mourning are ended and to open to us the gate of everlasting life. The harbingers of death, sickness, pain, and conflict are frequently formidable to the flesh, but that itself is nothing else but a deliverance from them all.”


1. The degree to which we believe the word of truth about our eternal future will determine:


a. The degree to which we live for God today.


b. The degree we look forward to our future and invest in it. (IE: soul win, study, pray)


c. The amount of love and appreciation for our savior and the price he paid to purchase our future. 
2. May we all receive a full reward, and not be ashamed at his appearing.
As Dietrich Bonhoeffer was facing his death at the hands of the Nazis in Germany he put it this way:

“No one has yet believed in God and the kingdom of God, no one has yet heard about the realm of the resurrected, and not been homesick from that hour, waiting and looking forward joyfully to being released from bodily existence… Death is hell and night and cold, if it is not transformed by our faith. But that is just what is so marvelous that we can transform death. This is the end, for me the beginning of life.”

He was facing death for his role in the resistance movement against the Nazi’s. He stated with confidence the beginning of his life in heaven. His faith in Jesus had transformed his eminent death into eternal hope as it should ours. Knowing these things will be dissolved should give us a new hunger for the things above and with a greater understanding of heaven:


1. We should look forward to our new life in heaven. (death has no sting) 

2. We can say with confidence “to die is gain.” 

3. We strive therefore to live Godly in this present time so we are not ashamed when we see Him?

4. We look forward to seeing our loved ones who have gone before us.


5. We are comforted if we die first knowing that they will meet us later and will be well taken care of. 

Note: For a review, look up these references about the millennial reign and the new earth:
Isaiah 2:1-11 The future messianic kingdom; Isaiah 4:2-6 The glory of the Kingdom.

Isaiah 9:1-7 The coming messiah and his second coming rule; Isaiah 11:1 – 12:6 The future Kingdom of Israel

Isaiah 25:7-10 The destruction of the earth, the victory over death, and the wiping away of tears forever.

Isaiah 25:1 -27:13 The coming Kingdom; Isaiah 60: 11-22 The new city Jerusalem (No more violence in her. No need of light, for the Lord will be the light of it. Days of thy mourning ended. Inherit the land forever.)

Isaiah 61:8-11 Our righteousness in Christ; An everlasting covenant. Isaiah 64:4 The wonders of what God has prepared for us. Isaiah 65:17-25 The new heaven and new earth covered in an earlier chapter.
Ezekiel 36:24-38 The millennial reign. Ezekiel 37:12 Old testament saints raised out of their graves just before millennial reign. (Part of the first resurrection which will include Christian martyrs killed during the tribulation.)Hosea 2:18-23 “In that day” (The days of the millennial reign.) Gentiles mentioned in verse 23.

Hosea 5:15 Jesus returned to his place heaven. He is waiting for Israel to acknowledge their offense. We know they will seven years into the tribulation and then Jesus will return. 

Joel 3:18-21 Eternal blessings for God’s people.
