Heaven - Lesson 9 - The new heaven and new earth – Part 1 of 2
Main teaching points:

1. When do we move to our eternal home the new earth? 
2. What does the bible say about the new earth and what will it be like?
3. What will our lives and relationships be like in the new heaven?
4. What Will the New City Jerusalem on the New Earth be Like?

5. Conclusion and scripture references.
INTRODUCTION:
In the book of revelation John gets a glimpse into the future of the new heaven, new earth and the new city Jerusalem coming down from God out of the present heaven. We all ultimately look forward to this event. In this part of my thesis I will discuss the timing of this event and what we can expect our eternal home the new earth to be like. Dr. David Jeremiah put it this way:


“A golden age, paradise on a new earth, utopia, a return to Eden, these phrases describe the dream that has filled the hearts of people since the fall of humankind, The good news is that according to the Bible, this isn’t just a dream. An age is coming when all earth problems and imbalances will be history.”

I refer to this last phase in what Christendom generically calls “heaven” as the fourth phase of the believer’s eternity. It is our final destiny; the new heaven and new earth. It will be everything God intended since the beginning of time and into eternity. It will last forever. “When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun; We’ve no less days to sing Gods praise, than when we first begun.” 

I. When do we move to our eternal home the new earth? (Rev 20:7-15) and (Rev 21:1-8)

A. It begins at the end of the one thousand year reign of Christ preceded by the following events:


1. Satan is loosed and when he is loosed from his chains and the bottomless pit, deceives all the 


nations of the world and gathers all the unsaved against the saints on the earth. (Rev 20:7, 8)


2. God devours the armies of Satan with fire. (Rev 20:9) 


3. Satan is then cast into the lake of fire where he will be for eternity. (Rev 20:10) 



4. The souls of the lost are taken from hell to join their resurrected bodies to stand before the 


Lord and the saints at the Great White Throne Judgment. Here are some events that go with this:




a. Death and Hell are cast into the lake of fire. (Hell which is in the center of the earth 



will no longer be needed. (Rev 20:14)
Rev 20:11-15

b. The Lord gathers his saints of all ages that are on the earth to remove them from the 



earth before God destroys it with fire, and to stand behind him at the great white throne.




c. So now picture this: Jesus is sitting on the great white throne far removed from the 



earth – All His saints are standing behind him – All the lost stand facing Jesus on the 



throne and the saints behind Jesus – The following events occur at this time:

Mark 4:22


1) The lost are judged out of the books. (The books contain every idle word,




thought and deed each person ever did.) (Degrees of Punishment - Lk 12:47-49)




2) Jesus pronounces judgment on each lost soul and the saints affirm his every word with “Amen” and “Amen” in support of the Lords just judgment and affirming His righteousness. This, in effect is a continuance of our rule and reign with him as Kings and Priests and pronounces our judgment in unison and affirmation of our Lords judgment. We judge the world with him here – not for him – He is King, but he has given us authority to judge with him and we do so when the lost hear us in unison announce “Amen” to the Lords final words to them; “depart from me ye doers of iniquity into the lake of fire.” Their unforgivable sin here is their rejection of Jesus as their savior in this life. Dying without Christ will not be forgiven – ever.

(Rev 21:8)
5. This is the second death – those who die without Christ, who are never born again, die 


a second death; a spiritual death. As we just discussed, those who take part in the second 



resurrection will be judged by their works by Jesus, and with the affirmation of the saints are cast (Rev 20:11)
into the lake of fire where they will remain for eternity. (The second death) We will be around 


the throne with Jesus during this judgment. (The present earth has fled away, or been destroyed (II Pet 3:10-13)       by fire by the Lord.) The first heaven and earth are passed away. (Rev 21:1)
Note: From the scripture references above it should be clear that the present earth will be completely destroyed; that the very elements of the earth will all melt with a fervent heat; that it will cease to exist and the new earth will come down from God out of heaven as a completely new creation.

Most theologians agree with this stand that the present earth will be done away with. John F. Walvoord long time president of Dallas Theological Seminary agrees. In his article entitled “The New Heaven and New Earth” he puts it this way:

Rev 21:1 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea.

Following the judgment of the great white throne depicted in the closing verses of chapter 20, John’s attention is next directed to the new heaven and the new earth which replace the old heaven and the old earth which fled away (20:11). The expression “And I saw” is the first of three such statements in this chapter marking the major elements of the revelation (cf. 21:2, 22). The new heaven and new earth presented here are evidently not simply the old heaven and earth renovated, but an act of new creation (cf. discussion at 20:11). No description is given of either the new heaven or the new earth in verse 1 except for the cryptic statement “There was no more sea.” There is remarkably little revealed in the Bible concerning the character of the new heaven and the new earth, but it is evidently quite different from their present form of existence. Most of the earth is now covered with water, but the new earth apparently will have no bodies of water except for the river mentioned in 22:2.” (18)
(Rev 21:1-8)


B. At the conclusion of the Great White Throne judgment we will accompany Jesus to the New 
Earth. (We never leave His side.) This fourth phase of our eternity is our final and eternal destination. 
II. What does the bible say about the new earth and what will it be like?

A. The New Earth will be an absolute Utopia.



1. The new city Jerusalem comes down out of the present heaven with our mansions.

Rev 21:1  And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. 

Rev 21:2  And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.


2. God will dwell with us as he did with Adam and Eve in the original creation in the Garden of 


Eden. 
Rev 21:3  And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. 



3.  God will wipe away our tears and there will be no more death, sorrow, crying, or pain. 



All of the tearful memories of the past will be wiped away.
Rev 21:4  And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. 



4. We will have a fantastic new beginning. The bible says, “behold I make all things new.”
Rev 21:5  And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful. 

Re 21:6 And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely.


5. We will inherit all things as we are Gods sons.

Re 21:7 He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son.
Note: We are the overcomers that Jesus is talking about. We as Gods sons will have inherited all things. All things on the new earth will be ours. We will share them with each other and our Lord Jesus Christ.
In first John chapter five John wrote it this way: 
1Jn 5:4  For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. 

1Jn 5:5  Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?
Notice who the overcomer is this verse. The “overcomer” is the believer, who is the one born of God. So we who believe inherit all things in eternity. That should be of great encouragement for all believers. What a great future!

(Rev 2:7)
6. It is assumed the paradise of God which is with him now in the present heaven follows him.

Note: The new earth will have similarities to the present earth during the regeneration such as animals, vegetation, natural wonders etc. beyond what we dream perfection to be. We will build houses and live in them. We will plant and enjoy the fruits thereof. 

There will be many similarities of this eternity to the millennial reign in worshipping and 
praising the Lord in Jerusalem (The new Jerusalem). I believe we will travel at will from the new city Jerusalem to any other place we desire on our new earth. (We will be like Jesus) We will be given dominion of the earth. It will be our garden paradise to tend to together.

B. It will be Gods complete victory over Satan that he knew would come to him and is due him. Satan is 
defeated and in his rightful place for eternity. (The lake of fire) All of Satan’s evil works destroyed.

C. There will not be any unsaved sinful man present. All of those on the new earth will be the 
righteous saints that have been saved and brought from the old earth millennial reign and ushered to the 
new. 
Revelation 21:27 And there shall in no way enter into it anything that defiles, neither whatsoever works abomination, or makes a lie: but they who are written in the Lamb's book of life.

D. There will never be a curse of sin on it. All things will be perfect. (Plants, animals, etc.) 

Revelation 22:3 And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him:

E. Just as in the millennial reign there will be animals on the new earth that are no threat to us or each 
other.

F. The entire earth will be at peace, and we will dwell in peace with God, for we will be sinless and 
worship him entirely without reserve or a selfish nature. The bible says that we will be like him.

Review and final thoughts on this topic: (Topic II - What the new earth will be like?)
1. The new earth will not have any sea. Seventy percent of our current earth is covered with water. The new earth will have much more land area and therefore have more living area for all of God’s people. 

2. The first heaven and first earth passed away. 

3. God the father dwells with us on the new earth. 
Note: During the millennial reign God the father remains in the present heaven while we reign with Christ on the old earth, but on the new earth God will dwell with us. The present heaven will come down to earth. 
4. Former things have passed away but not all memories. Here are some thoughts on this I surmised:

a. If you read verse four again you will see the words, “for the former things are passed away.” 


b. There is a reason God must wipe away our tears. I know this is hard for Christians to allow 
themselves to believe, but before this time we have many sorrows that require God to do this for us. 
We have also just recently witnessed some of our loved ones who would not accept Christ cast into the 
lake of fire for eternity. He will wipe these memories away I am sure, but not the good ones.

c. During our study of the present heaven we realize the saints are aware of at least some of the events 
occurring on the present earth while they are there and they are petitioning God with prayer for. These 
concerns will no longer apply.

d. At the judgment seat of Christ there are believers who have lost rewards due to living in the flesh and 

not the Spirit, they suffer loss. (They regret for living carnally)  These regrets will no longer apply.


e. God will wipe away all the tears and all former things will pass away; the regrets that is. We will 
remember them no more from this point forward. I do not believe we forget the good in Christ such as 
memories of our brothers and sisters in Christ and the good times of fellowship we had. Jesus 
memorializes his beloved 12 into eternity with their names inscribed on the foundations of the new city 
Jerusalem. Do you really believe he would forget their times of fellowship and love in the past? I don’t 
believe he would, and the same applies to the great memories of the good times of fellowship we have 
had with each other in this life and those to come in the millennial reign. No I don’t believe we erase our 
relationships in eternity and the good times we had. (Only the bad and sorrow is wiped away.)
Tim Lahaye describes the new earth in this manner:


“It’s a “new” heaven because it must be cleansed. It needs to be unadulterated and pure before the Lord comes down to the new earth. The aura of filth and pollution left behind by Satan will be completely eliminated. The new earth is utopia, similar to the Garden of Eden in its original form. An interesting and amazing aspect of the new earth will be the lack of the vast oceans that cover more than 70 percent of our present world. There will be much more land that is fully inhabitable, lush and idyllic for God’s redeemed followers.” 
