Heaven - Lesson 7 – Rewards manifest at the judgment seat of Christ – Part 1
Teaching Points:

1. Laying up treasure

2. Crown rewards – What are they.

3. Suffering loss. (Loss of rewards not salvation)
4. Non Crown Rewards
Intro: Before we begin phase 3 of our study on heaven, the millennial reign, we need to understand biblical rewards starting with the four crown rewards mentioned in the epistles of the New Testament. The four crown rewards are special rewards given for specific service that God has deemed very special treatment for. The reason I insert this study here is our rewards will affect us during the millennial reign. Jesus wants all of us to attain rewards and position during the millennial reign, but the bible makes it plain that we may suffer loss if we live carnal lives.
Key Scripture.

Matthew 6:19-21

Mat 6:19  Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: 

Mat 6:20  But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: 

Mat 6:21  For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

From our key verse of scripture reading we see that Jesus wants us to seek things/rewards above (In Heaven) and not the temporal things here, which are corruptible.

I. Crown rewards:

A. Crown of life – for enduring temptations.

James 1:12 Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.


1. Those that endure temptations and trials for their love of the Lord will receive the crown 

of life.

Heb 11:24 By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter;
Heb 11:25 Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season;
Heb 11:26 Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompense of the reward.



2. We should consider the great cloud of witnesses who went before us who faithfully 


endured the trials of life, who looked for a new country and endured temptations rather 


than enjoy the temporal pleasures of this life.
Note: Unfortunately there are many saved that will suffer loss because they will not endure temptation. They fall prey to all temptation and continue in hidden sins and carnal living and lose this crown. It will be a sad day for them when they do not receive this reward and others do.


B. Crown of Rejoicing – The joy for those we have led to Christ.
1Th 2:19 For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming?
1Th 2:20 For ye are our glory and joy.


1. Our crown of rejoicing will be for those we have won to Christ just as Paul expresses joy 


in winning those in Thessalonica to the Lord.

Joh 4:35  Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest. 

Joh 4:36  And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto life eternal: that both he that soweth and he that reapeth may rejoice together. 


2. Jesus promised rewards for presenting the gospel. He promised both those that sow the 


gospel and reap or win a lost soul will rejoice.

Joh 4:37  And herein is that saying true, One soweth, and another reapeth. 



3. Sowing and reaping are both the same work and God will reward you for it.
Note: Many Christians today find more joy in the world and the people of the world than they do in Gods people and being a witness for Jesus. They will not receive this reward but will suffer loss. Many do not witness for Jesus because they are ashamed.  


C. Crown of Glory – For faithfully feeding the flock of God.

1Pe 5:1 The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed:
1Pe 5:2 Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind;
1Pe 5:3 Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples to the flock.
1Pe 5:4 And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.
Note: Paul is exhorting the mature Christians to feed the flock of God among them. He is telling them and by extension us that if we do will receive a crown of glory from Jesus at His second coming.

Unfortunately there are many Christians who should be teaching and are still in need of milk and will not receive this crown, but will suffer loss.

Heb 5:12  For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. 

Apparently there were Christians that had been around long enough that they should have matured and been teachers themselves, but here in Hebrews it says that they were still in need of milk. Strong meat belongs to those that are mature. Go on to maturity and then teach others and you will receive a crown of glory.

D. Crown of righteousness – For those who love at his appearing and are faithfully waiting and 

eagerly looking forward to Jesus return.

2Ti 4:8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.
Note: Go back and look at the context of 2 Timothy verse 8 – can you say as Paul did to Timothy that you watch in all things, and endure afflictions. Are you ready to meet the Lord as your time of departure from this life approaches? Have you fought the good fight and finished the course God has for your life? Have you kept the faith? I say, the degree to which you have kept the faith and look forward to His return is the degree to which you receive the crown of righteousness.



1. Those Christians who run the race - run so they will obtain. (Vs 24) 
1Co 9:24 Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain.

1Co 9:25 And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. 


2. All these crowns (rewards) are incorruptible: (They last forever)

1Co 9:26 I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air: 

1Co 9:27 But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway. 
Note: Paul is not fearful of losing his salvation here but losing his influence as a minister of Christ and being cast aside in that purpose for which he would suffer loss of rewards. We should have this same concern in our lives.
II. Suffering Loss:

Note: We can suffer loss of rewards not the loss of our salvation. (See 1 Cor. 3:15 below)
1Co 3:11 For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 

1Co 3:12 Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; 

1Co 3:13 Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. 

1Co 3:14 If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. 

1Co 3:15 If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire. 


A. If we build on the foundation of Christ and in Christ we will be rewarded. (gold, silver, and 
precious stones)

B. Many spend most of their time working for and acquiring worldly possessions.



1. They have no time for church attendance, bible study, prayer or fellowship.



2. They have wrong motives as men pleasers and not service for our Lord Jesus Christ. 


3. These will suffer loss of reward.
(This is the wood, hay, and stubble – it will be burned)


C. Therefore find a place of service, go there and stay there for Jesus. Use your gifts for Jesus.
III. Non crown rewards. (Other eternal rewards)


A. Rewards for Giving:

Luke 6:38 Give, and it shall be given unto you, good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again. 



1. Whatever we give will be given back to us.



2. Pressed down and rolling over (With Interest – more than we gave)


3. Both here and in the world to come.

What a promise. We cant get that kind of promise from our investments here and now that is for sure.

With God we will always reap more than we sow, later than we sow.

In Luke 19:22 Jesus said, “And he saith unto him, Out of thine own mouth will I judge thee, thou wicked servant. Thou knewest that I was an austere man, taking up that I laid not down, and reaping that I did not sow:”


B. Rewards for supporting the ministry: (A prophets reward)


Php 4:14 Notwithstanding ye have well done, that ye did communicate with my affliction.
Php 4:15 Now ye Philippians know also, that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no church communicated with me as concerning giving and receiving, but ye only.
Php 4:16 For even in Thessalonica ye sent once and again unto my necessity.
Php 4:17 Not because I desire a gift: but I desire fruit that may abound to your account.






1. Paul explains to the church a Philippi that God will reward them to their account in heaven for 


the grace they have shown him in his ministry. We should give to missions.

Matthew 10:41 He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet's reward; and he that receiveth a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous man's reward.


2. Jesus talks about reward for the same. 


C. Rewards for our Losses in Christ:

Mar 10:28  Then Peter began to say unto him, Lo, we have left all, and have followed thee. 

Mar 10:29  And Jesus answered and said, Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake, and the gospel's, 

Mar 10:30  But he shall receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life. 

Note: Here we see that those who lose houses, brother, sisters, or father, or mother or wife or children for Christ's sake will receive one hundred fold in this life and in the world to come.

D. Our reward for being a child of God: If you are born again you already have this reward.

John 14:2 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 

John 14:3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. 










|



1. Jesus has gone to prepare a mansion for us. 


2. If you are born again you have a place by virtue of your new birth in Christ already. 


3. This place awaits you – you will see it in the new city Jerusalem when you die.
1Co 2:9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. 



4. A place so wonderful words cant begin to describe it.
