Heaven - Lesson 6 - The Day of the Lord and the pre-tribulation rapture of the church explained.

Introduction: The second phase of the believer’s eternity for the purpose of this thesis begins when the Lord raptures the church from the earth prior to the seven year tribulation. I will give scriptural evidence of a pre-tribulation rapture of the church, and the churches presence in heaven during the seven year tribulation. After the rapture of the church we return to the present heaven where we attend the judgment seat of Christ and the marriage supper of the Lamb. The church is not mentioned after chapter three in the book of Revelation. Therefore, the church is not on the earth during the seven year tribulation. However, the saints are mentioned several times in the book of Revelation in these chapters in heaven celebrating and worshiping God. As we have studied, in Revelation chapter seven the saints with their crowns (church age believers) are in heaven celebrating that judgment has come upon the earth. They are also celebrating their future rule with Christ.


There is strong biblical support that the rapture occurs before the tribulation period. It is called “the time of Jacobs trouble” because God is dealing with his chosen people’s rejection of Christ. It is not within the scope of my thesis to cover all of the other viewpoints on the timing of the rapture. I believe there is no scriptural basis for any of the other viewpoints. The scriptures plainly teach that God did not save the believer for the wrath to come. (Rev 3:10, 6:17, 1 Thes 5:9) It is not within God’s character to allow that. 
Before I begin this lesson we need to understand the term “the day of the Lord” or “that day” as used in the scripture:


A.  The term is strongly related to:



1. Gods rule of the earth.



2. His special interventions into the course of world events:




a. To judge His enemies.




b. To accomplish His purpose for history.




c. And thereby demonstrate who he is.



3. Followed by a time of Gods blessing and rule.


B. It has a two fold nature:



1. Used to demonstrate the outpouring of Gods wrath upon a rebellious world: 



Joel 2:1-2; Amos 5:18-20; Zeph 1:14-15; Thes. 5:1-11



2. Used to characterize divine light and blessing and the administration of Gods rule:



Joel 3:9-16,17-21; Zech 14:1-5, light 6,7 blessing 8 Gogs rule 9 during the millennium.

Note: Therefore the day of the Lord in the future has a two fold nature of both the outpouring of Gods wrath, and then blessings accompanied by Gods rule. Most scholars recognize this and teach it as such.

(Tribulation = Gods wrath; millennium = Gods blessing and reign.)


C. It is used in both the broad sense, and the narrow sense depending on the context where used.



1. Scriptural examples of the use of the term “day of the Lord” or “that day” describing 


past events:  





a. Amos 5:18 where he raised up the nation of Assyria to judge the northern 




kingdom. 




b. Lam 1:12; 2:1,21-22; Ezekiel 7:19; 13:5 and Zeph 2:2,3 where he used Babylon to 



judge the southern kingdom.



2. Scriptural examples of the use of the term “day of the Lord” in the future:




a. Isaiah 2:10-22 describes a day of the lord that will involve the sixth seal described by 



the apostle John in Rev 6:12-17. The sixth seal judgment happens during the seventieth 



week of Daniel spoken of in Dan 9:27.




b. Isaiah 34:1-8 – describes a future date when God will judge all the nations of the 



world. This is an example of “the day of the Lord” used in the narrow sense.




c. Joel 3:1-16  and Zach 14:1-3, 12-15 – describe Gods judgment of the armies of all the 


nations of the 
world that go against Jerusalem right before the second coming of Jesus.




d. I Thes. 5:1-11 - is where Paul describes sudden destruction on the unsaved world.

I. The rapture or snatching up of the church. “The end of the age” (End of the church age precedes the seven year tribulation period and millennial reign or “Day of the Lord” in the broad sense.)

1Th 4:13 ¶ But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.
1Th 4:14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.


A. Notice that Jesus who is God brings the souls in heaven with him to join with the bodies which 
sleep (died). Their souls are in heaven with Him now. He brings them with him .


1Th 4:15 For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep.
1Th 4:16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:
1Th 4:17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.


B. We who are alive meet them in the air. Jesus does not touch down on the earth yet. This will 
happen at the 2nd coming. He is not coming to the earth to conquer armies here. He is coming to 
rapture the church. We will be caught up.


1Th 4:18 Wherefore comfort one another with these words.


C. Notice the word comfort. Would it be comforting words to know that this would only happen 
after enduring half or all of the day of the Lord or wrath to come from God on the earth for the 
seven years known as the tribulation? Answer: No, of course not, but it is comforting because of 
what Paul says in the next chapter.

1Th 5:1 ¶ But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you.
1Th 5:2 For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.



D. Notice “the day of the Lord” (Tribulation+1000 year reign) is going to come on them as a thief 
in the night or a surprise. This means “the day of the Lord” is immanent. It could happen at any 
time. The second coming will not be imminent. The second coming is exactly seven years after the 
signing of the peace treaty between Israel and the antichrist.


If you are a mid trib rapture believer the rapture would not come as a surprise. It would come 3 
and one half years from the signing of the peace treaty at the abomination of desolations 
designated in Dan 9:27.
1Th 5:3 For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape.


E. In the Bible, birth pangs are associated with Gods purposed judgment, wrath, and fierce anger 
against the wicked.



1. Old Testament examples of past judgments associated with birth pangs.



a.  Job 21:17 – Some Hebrews words for birth pangs have been translated with the English words 

“sorrows, and distress.”



b. Isaiah 26:17-18 – for the wickedness of the people of Israel.



c.  Isaiah 13:8 – Babylonian judgment



d.  Jer 49:24 – Damascus



e.  Isaiah 13:6-8 Describes “the day of the Lord” as the coming judgment from Babylon and the 


birth pangs that preceded it.



2. New Testament Examples: In Matthew 24:5-8 Jesus describes the beginnings of sorrows, or 

birth pangs (Gk Odeen – birth pangs)



a.  v5 False messiahs who will mislead many compares to the first seal the rider on the white 


horse, a false messiah in Rev 6: verse 2.


b. v6-7 we see wars and rumors of wars, nation rising against nation compared to the second seal 

the rider on the red horse who takes away peace from the earth in Rev 6:3-4.


c.  v7 we see famines and compare this to the third seal the rider on the black horse holding the 


balances which represents famine in Rev 6:5-6.


d.  v7 we also see death through famines pestilences and earthquakes which are represented in 


Rev 6:7-8 by the forth seal the rider on the pale horse which represents death through famine 


pestilence and wild beasts.

Note: These birth pangs are part of “the day of the Lord” in the broad sense, which includes the tribulation.

Both the bible and ancient Judaism teach that the last seven years before the Messiah comes to reign over the earth will be characterized by severe birth pangs. The bible indicates these seven years are the 70th week of Daniel 9. (See Daniel 9:27,and Matthew 24: 4-8 where the word sorrows = birth pangs)


F. Notice Paul’s explanation of the events during the day of the Lord in our context. This is what 
he is talking about. At the signing of the peace treaty with the anti Christ the world will be saying 
“peace in the middle east”, finally. Instead there is sudden destruction. Is 13:6-9 describes some of 
the events in this day in the broad sense. In the book of Revelation 6:4 Peace is removed from the 

earth. (The red horse) 



1. “They shall not escape.” Notice it says “they shall not escape”, and not us/we. Later he 


says us when it comes to not being under Gods wrath.



2. “They” are the unsaved, “they” denied the truth that kept them from salvation he will go 

on to say.

1Th 5:4 But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief.
1Th 5:5 Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness.
1Th 5:6 ¶ Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober.
1Th 5:7 For they that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken in the night.
1Th 5:8 But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, the hope of salvation.


1Th 5:9 For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ,


G. Notice in verses 4 through 9 Paul is saying to the church that since we are not in darkness we 
do not have to worry about being overtaken by this day coming as a thief. We are saved, we are 

children of the light. We have the hope of salvation. (The expectation of better things.) In verse 
nine he makes it plain in the context of the chapter which is about the day of the Lord that we are 
not appointed unto Gods wrath.


1Th 5:10 Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with him.
1Th 5:11 ¶ Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, even as also ye do.

II. The order of these events:

2Th 2:1 ¶ Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto him,

2Th 2:2 That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand.

Paul has found that many had been misled by letters from others pretending to be from him into believing the day of the Lord had come and many had quit working. This letter was to clarify that “the day of Christ” was not at hand.

If you look at II Thes 3:11 some had even quit working.

2Th 3:11  For we hear that there are some which walk among you disorderly, working not at all, but are busybodies. 

-2Th 2:3  Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 


A. Remember what I said in my introduction “that day” has a broad sense and a narrow sense in 
the Bible.


B. 2 things have to happen before “that day” in the broad sense occurs. (Before the seven year 
tribulation and subsequent coming of the messiah to reign.)



1. A falling away of Christians from the faith. That is faith in God, faith in Christ, or a 


falling away from the practice of sound doctrine and religion. (Apostate times)


2. The anti Christ being revealed. “Man of perdition”
-2Th 2:4  Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God. 

Note: This same event is found in Revelation 13:4-9 and in Daniel 9:27 where the anti Christ desecrates the temple and sets himself up as God. Paul is defining exactly who this is. This is also found in Matthew 24:15 where Jesus refers to it as the abomination of desolation spoken of by Daniel the prophet.
Lets take a look at these verses:

Daniel 9:27 And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.
Revelation 13:4-9:

Rev 13:4 And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? who is able to make war with him? 

Rev 13:5 And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and power was given unto him to continue forty and two months. 

Re 13:6 And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven.
Re 13:7 And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations.
Re 13:8 And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.
Re 13:9 If any man have an ear, let him hear.
-2Th 2:5 Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things? 

-2Th 2:6 And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time. 

What withholdeth is the Holy Spirit of God. The Holy Spirit present in every believer during the church age and the presence of the Holy Spirit bringing conviction on an unbelieving world will be removed right before the anti Christ comes.

-2Th 2:7 For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way. 

A. The word letteth here actually comes from the Greek word (katecho) meaning to prevent or withhold. (A restraining force) Paul is saying that once the Holy Spirit who is preventing the anti Christ is taken out of the way then the anti Christ will be revealed and appear on the scene.

B. I believe there could be a gap of time between the rapture, and the antichrist being revealed; then “the day of the Lord” or seven year tribulation and subsequent reign of Christ will occur. I base this belief on Revelation chapter four. The 24 elders who represent the church have their crown rewards. The crown rewards are received at the judgment seat of Christ. The treaty between the anti Christ and the subsequent seven year tribulation follow in chapter six of Revelation. This could take time to set up.

I believe this gap of time will allow many left behind to come to the Lord and then the anti Christ will come on the scene to advance His peace treaty. Strong delusion will be sent by God and the world will believe the anti Christ’s schemes and follow him, Israel will sign the peace treaty and everyone will say “peace peace.” They will be so glad that the church and the influence of Holy Spirit are out of their way for their agenda. Then sudden destruction will come upon the earth such as has never been seen.


1. What is the mystery of iniquity at work today that Paul is speaking of in verse 7? 


It is the spirit of the anti Christ already at work in the world.


2. What is the restraining withholding force keeping total chaos from breaking loose and the 
antichrist being revealed and having his way? – The Holy Spirit.


3. According to verse 7 what must happen before the anti Christ is revealed and total chaos 
breaks loose? He that letteth or restrains (The Holy Spirit) must be removed first.


4. According to the next verse, what happens after the Holy Spirit is taken out of the way?


The anti Christ is revealed.

-2Th 2:8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: ( See Rev. 19:21)
-2Th 2:9 Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders,
-2Th 2:10 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 

See Rev. 13:13-16 (Some of the anti Christ’s lying wonders Paul talks about in verse 9)


A. Once the church is removed then the wicked one (The anti Christ) will be revealed. 


3 and ½ years into the tribulation, “the desecration of the temple” spoken of in Dan 27:9, by the 
anti Christ will occur. The anti Christ will set himself up as God.


B. In the book of revelation we know the anti Christ is given the full power of Satan with signs and 
wonders. Those who would not receive the truth from the church age will be deceived. The church 
is gone along with the influence of the Holy Spirit.

-2Th 2:11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: 

-2Th 2:12 That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness. 

-2Th 2:13 But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth: 

-2Th 2:14 Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

-2Th 2:15 Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have been taught, whether by word, or our epistle.

Note: We will not go through the tribulation. The church will be gathered before the trib. In I Thessalonians 4:13-18 Paul describes the rapture. Then in chapter 5 he reminds them they are children of the light and not in darkness but of the light and in verse 9 reminds us that we are not appointed unto wrath but to obtain salvation. In the context of Paul’s subject matter “the day of the Lord” right after he explains the catching up of the church into heaven we can conclude the wrath he is speaking of is the day of the Lord which in the broad sense is the wrath of God for seven years followed by Christs rule for one thousand years.

Rev 3:10  Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. 

The “hour of temptation” to come upon the world is the tribulation period. Jesus will keep us from it. This is also referred to by the lost who hide in caves during the tribulation as “The day of wrath”. We are saved from Gods eternal wrath in hell when we get saved yes, but we are also saved from the day of wrath or tribulation period to come upon the world.

Rev 6:17  For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand? 

Summary/Conclusion:

From Paul’s letter to the Thessalonians we learned that several things define the coming of the day of our Lord:

1. A falling away

2. A removing of the Spirit of God and therefore the church. (The rapture) 

3. Then ,“The day of the Lord”. Remember “the day of the Lord” here is the broad sense of the term.

4. The rapture of I Thessalonians chapter 4 precedes “the day of the Lord” in I Thessalonians chapter 5.

All of the prophecy required to bring in “the day of the Lord” is before us. We should as Paul states, “comfort one another” with the knowledge that we are not appointed unto Gods wrath and that the rapture will precede “the day of the Lord” or seven year tribulation which is Gods wrath on an unbelieving world and on the Jews who rejected their messiah.

There is a parallel scripture of I Thes. 4:13-18 found in I Cor. 15:51-58.
