Heaven - Lesson 4 – The Present Heaven – Part 3
Introduction: When we die we are carried by the angles of God to paradise; the third heaven where God is now. We will be with Jesus from that point forward in eternity. The present heaven is a literal physical place of beauty and bliss where we will see our loved ones and enjoy fellowship with them and our family in Christ. We will rejoice for the wonderful future that is ahead of us. We will understand where we are and what lies ahead. We will attend the judgment seat of Christ, and the marriage supper of the Lamb. It will be a wonderful celebration. The present heaven should not be reduced to a disembodied spiritual existence. On the contrary for: Paradise is there, God is there on his throne with Jesus seated at his right hand, and the mansions that he has prepared for us in the New Jerusalem. This is the place we will be before and during the tribulation. We know the status of those we left behind. Also - the tree of life and the river that flows from the throne of God is in the present heaven.
Main Teaching points:

1. What are we doing in the present heaven before and during the tribulation?
2. The Judgment Seat of Christ – immediately after the rapture; just prior to the tribulation.

3. The Marriage Supper of the Lamb.

I. What will we do while we are in the present heaven?


A. We will enjoy eating, and fellowship. (We Baptists should like this part)



1. Rev 2:7 makes it clear that we will eat while in the present heaven. 

Revelation 2:7 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.


2. Revelation 22:2 reveals a little more about this tree of life. It will be taken to the future new 

earth. It has 12 different kinds of fruit.

Revelation 22:2 In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.
Note: Revelation chapter 22 speaks of the new earth. However, since the new city Jerusalem will come down out of the present heaven it is useful as a reference to understand the new city, the tree of life and everything else that is now in the present heaven.



3. Also we will eat of some sort of hidden manna:
Re 2:17 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.


4. As studied from previous lessons we have some sort of heavenly body to enable us to do this.



(From II Corinthians 5:2-4, and II Cor 12: 2-4. Could be likened to Gen 18:1-10.) 


B. We will communicate with God, and remember and pray for those in our past.



1. The first support for this we have already studied: In Revelation chapter 6:9-11 the saints 

in heaven, who had not received their resurrected bodies, knew the status of those who had 


persecuted and martyred them. For this reason I believe while we are in the present heaven 


awaiting our resurrected bodies we will have some knowledge of the events of this present earth 


and those we knew here. We will communicate with God about this.



2. The second support for this is in our rejoicing in multiple places in Revelation.


Here is a list of these communications of rejoicing: (Also the prayers of the saints)



(Rev 5:3-14, Rev 7:9-17, Rev 11:15-18, Rev 15:2-4, and Rev 19:1-9)


C. We will rejoice with the angels and saints in the present heaven. – In Rev 5:9 we are celebrating 
our salvation and Jesus worthiness to open the books which begins the judgment upon the earth. 

Re 5:9 And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation;



1. These are the raptured saints just before Jesus opens the seals to begin the tribulation. 


Notice the elders of the church are with us celebrating in verse 11. 





We will worship Jesus and rejoice, as we realize the second coming of our savior will be soon; 


with the knowledge that we will return with him to reign as kings and priests for one thousand 


years.

Re 5:10 And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.
Re 5:11 And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the throne and the beasts and the elders: and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands;
Re 5:12 Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.



2. We will be praising Jesus for opening the seals and avenging the wrongs and bringing  


justice to a God hating world. We know the time is near for us to rule with him in this task.

Re 5:13 And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.
Re 5:14 And the four beasts said, Amen. And the four and twenty elders fell down and worshipped him that liveth for ever and ever.


3. We will rejoice when a loved one gets saved; the bible states there is rejoicing in heaven 


in the presence of the angels when one soul comes to Jesus. I believe this is part of the present 


heaven rejoicing. 

Luke 15:10 Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth.

Note: This may be one of the details God allows his saints to see of the present earth while we are with him in heaven waiting for our resurrected bodies. (The salvation of those we have been praying for.)



4. Rejoicing with those to whom we planted the gospel and were saved:

Psalm 126:6 He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.    (We will receive a crown of rejoicing for this work)
1 Thessalonians 2:19 For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming?
Read Revelation 7:9-17 – a celebration by the saints for their salvation and future on the new earth.


D. We will pray and sing. (Remember the elders represent the church – we are with them.)


Re 5:8 And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, having every one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of saints.
Re 5:9 And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation;
Re 5:10 And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.

E. We will attend the judgment seat of Christ, (Bema seat) where Jesus will give us rewards 


for our service in this life to him. The following events occur: 

Ro 14:10 But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.


Note: The scriptures teach that we will stand at the Judgment seat of Christ just before the tribulation starts. (Revelation chapter 4 - the elders who represent the church are in heaven with their crowns which are received at the Bema seat – The tribulation starts in chapter 6) 



1. We will all give an account for what we did with our salvation in Christ.

Ro 14:12 So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.



2. We will receive rewards or lack of rewards based on this accounting.

2Co 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.



3. We better take heed how we build on our salvation.

1Co 3:10  According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon. 

1Co 3:11  For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 



4. It must be built on the foundation of Christ. (In Christ)

1Co 3:12  Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; 



5. The gold, silver and precious stones are the things we did in Christ for the cause of Christ as 


we walked in the Spirit and out of genuine love for Christ.



6. The wood, hay and stubble represent the carnal things done in the flesh which will burn. 

1Co 3:13  Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. 



7. Those things we do for the Lord in this life will receive a reward in the next life. (Verse 14) 

1Co 3:14  If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a 
reward. 



8. Those things done in the flesh will burn as wood hay and stubble. (Suffer loss vs 15)

1Co 3:15  If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.

Note: Only the reward is lost and not the believers salvation as Paul himself states, “but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.”

