Heaven - Lesson 3 - The Present Heaven – Part 2 - Continued

III. What will we see in the present heaven?

A. The New Jerusalem is in the present heaven and has been prepared for us. 



1. Jesus told the apostles immediately after leaving them and returning to heaven he would


prepare a place for them so that when he returned for them he could take them to it to be with 


him in heaven. Jesus completed this city and the apostles have been enjoying it for many years 


now. (These mansions are in the New Jerusalem)
Joh 14:2 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.
Joh 14:3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.


2. Later the New Jerusalem will come down out of heaven from God onto the new earth.

Rev 21:1  And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. 

Rev 21:2  And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out 
of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
(Also look at verses 12-16; the city is 1500 miles cubed.) (One furlong equals 660 feet times 12000 equals 7,920,000 feet cubed divided by 5280 ft equals 1500 miles cubed.)

Note: In Revelation 21:2 above the New Jerusalem will come down out of heaven from God onto the new earth. This means the New Jerusalem is in the present heaven with God now. This New Jerusalem is not to be confused with the Jerusalem that Jesus will rule and reign from on the present earth for 1000 years. They are different places.


B. The tree of life is in the midst of the paradise of God in the present heaven.
Rev 2:7  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of 
the paradise of God. 

C. Paradise is now in the present heaven.



1. Jesus, when describing to John the here and now told him Paradise was with God who is 


in heaven. (Look at Rev 2:7 again – where is the tree of life?)


2. Jesus told the believing thief that he would be in paradise with him that day.



Jesus was going to die and be with God in the present heaven soon.

Luke 23:43 And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise.
Note: At this point we need to understand some things about Abraham’s bosom and paradise. There are some parallels but they are different places at different times.

First some notes about Abrahams bosom:

1. Abrahams' bosom was at the center of the earth. (A large gulf was between it and hell.) Luke 16:26
2. Jesus went there after his death on the cross to retrieve it and the souls of the Old Testament saints. 
Eph 4:8 Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men.
Eph 4:9 (Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the lower parts of the earth?
3. In Matthew 12:38-41 Jesus said that he would be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.
Mt 12:38 Then certain of the scribes and of the Pharisees answered, saying, Master, we would see a sign from thee.
Mt 12:39 But he answered and said unto them, An evil and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas:
Mt 12:40 For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.
4. After Jesus died on the cross he retrieved the souls of those in Abraham’s bosom and ascended with them to the present heaven. He had now atoned for the sins of the Old Testaments saints who waited for the promise. They received not the promise until Jesus. They were made perfect by the blood of Jesus whom they believed.

Heb 11:39 And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise:
Heb 11:40 God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should not be made perfect.
5. Therefore the souls that were in Abraham’s bosom are now in paradise in the present heaven.

6. From Jesus parable in Luke 16: 19-31 he tells us that Lazarus was in Abraham’s bosom being comforted which is now in the present heaven. I believe we will need to be comforted in the present heaven for reasons I have already stated.
7. The “first resurrection” is where the Old Testament saints and the martyred tribulation saints will get their new bodies just before the second coming of Christ. Rev 20:4-6.
Now concerning Paradise: (Now in the present heaven) (Later to be placed on the new earth)

1. Abraham’s bosom occupants, the souls of the Old Testament saints are now in the present heaven. That is they are in paradise that is now in the present heaven described to John in Revelation 2:7 by Jesus after he ascended to heaven. 

2. In Genesis the tree of life was in the Garden of Eden (Paradise) with Adam and Eve before the fall of man. Jesus showed John the tree of life and paradise is now in the present heaven. Rev 2:7 

3. This is why some theologians believe that the Garden of Eden (paradise) was removed from the earth at the fall of man by God to the present heaven which Jesus calls paradise. I side with them for several reasons one of them being total victory of God over Satan. The very garden where God walked with Adam and Eve will be preserved and placed on the eternal new earth where God will once again dwell with man and walk with him in this special garden as he did with Adam and Eve at the creation.

4. Webster’s 1828 dictionary’s full definition of paradise is as follows:

Paradise: The garden of Eden, in which Adam and Eve were placed immediately after their creation.

1. A place of bliss; a region of supreme felicity or delight. The earth Shall all be paradise--

2. Heaven, the blissful seat of sanctified souls after death. This day shalt thou be with me in paradise. Luke 23.
3. PAR'ADISE, n. Gr. The garden of Eden, in which Adam and Eve were placed immediately after their creation.

Note: my point here is that it could be God moved the very garden of Eden to heaven when he banished Adam and Eve from it along with the tree of life that scripture tells us is in the present heaven in the “paradise of God.”
5. I hope I have shown that there is ample biblical evidence that the present heaven is a real physical place that we will enjoy until we get our resurrected bodies, therefore we may have temporary bodies/heavenly tabernacles while we wait for our resurrected new bodies. Maybe like the bodies of Abrahams 3 visitors in (Gen 18:1-10); one of them being the Lord himself. 

Or maybe as Paul describes his friend of old in (II Cor 12:2-4) I believe that Jesus meant a literal physical paradise when he told the thief he would be there.

2Co 12:2  I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I 
cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one caught up to the third heaven. 

2Co 12:3  And I knew such a man, (whether in the body, or out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) 

2Co 12:4  How that he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter. 


a. In verse 2 Paul can’t tell if his old friend has a physical body or not. This is further proof we 
may have temporary heavenly bodies for our soul to occupy until the rapture.


b. If we compare verse four to verse two we learn the 3rd heaven is paradise. (The present heaven)

6. The present heaven (paradise) is also known as the third heaven in scripture. 
7. At the rapture we will get our new bodies and return to the present heaven. Therefore the present heaven is a physical realm that supports the physical existence of our new resurrected bodies, and not a disembodied spiritual one or an allegory of some kind as some teach. In short, I do not think we should over spiritualize the present heaven and thereby reduce the splendor, magnificence and reward of our God given future.
IV. Summary/What is the present heaven like? 


1. From Revelation 21:1-2 we studied earlier that the new city Jerusalem comes down out of 
heaven from God to the new earth. 


2. I believe our mansions in this new city have already been prepared for us by Jesus. They are in 
the present heaven now.
Note: Those who are in the present heaven are therefore already experiencing this wonderful city. It is the place Jesus told the apostles he would prepare in John 14:1-3. (He knew then how many he would need to prepare through his foreknowledge of who would be saved.)

3. In Luke 23:43 as we discussed earlier Jesus promised the believing thief next to him that as soon 
as he died (today) he would be with Jesus in paradise. We also learned that the tree of life is in 
paradise with God from Rev 2:7. 


4. God may have preserved the Garden of Eden which he created for man along with the tree of life. 
God would visit Adam and Eve in this Garden Paradise while it was on the present earth. 
In the end I 
believe this perfect garden/paradise will be placed onto the new earth where God will demonstrate 
complete victory over Satan. The very place God walked with Adam and Eve he will walk with us. We 
will be able to visit this garden paradise in the present heaven and later on the new earth. It will be a 
small part of the new earth along with the new city Jerusalem. In short to die is indeed great gain. Death 
is a graduation to absolute comfort, beauty, and bliss where we will be with Jesus, our loved ones and 
so great a cloud of witnesses, who have gone before us, of whom we will get to know. Why do people 
fight to lower this proven hope and expectation to a disembodied spiritual existence or soul sleep where 
our memories of those we love are erased? Given the scriptural proofs of all we have talked about in 
these lessons that seems rather strange to me that believers would want to do that.
