
Heaven - Lesson 3 - The Present Heaven – Part 2

Main Teaching Points:


1. The first judgment


2. Who will we see in the present heaven?


3. What will we see in the present heaven?


4. What will the present heaven be like? (Is it a literal paradise?)

Introduction: 

1. God does not end our relationships that start in this life. Jesus relationship with the apostles will continue and so will ours with our believing friends and loved ones in eternity.

Mt 19:27 Then answered Peter and said unto him, Behold, we have forsaken all, and followed thee; what shall we have therefore?

Mt 19:28  And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

Rev 21:14 And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.
2. We will have our friends, brothers, sisters, lands, in eternal life. More than we had in this life.

Mt 19:29 And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name's sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life.

3. There is a literal physical place that Jesus prepared for us already reserved for us in heaven.

Joh 14:2 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.
Joh 14:3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.

4. We will be with Jesus in the present heaven. He asked God the father for this to be so.

John 17:11 And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are.

John 17:20 Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word;

John 17:24 Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world.

5. We will be able to see. We will know the status of those we knew in this life. We will have feelings.

Lu 16:23 And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.
Lu 16:24 And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.


D.L. Moody before he died said, “Soon you shall read in the newspapers that D.L/ Moody has died. Do not believe it, for in that moment I shall be more alive than I have ever been.”

I. The first judgment: If you want to see your believing loved ones in heaven you must make the right decision in this life to trust Jesus. It will be too late after you die. Right after our physical death we face judgment. This judgment will be based on our faith in Jesus Christ or lack thereof. (Scripture does not mention purgatory.)

Hebrews 9:27 “And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:” 


A. The outcome of this first judgment at our physical death determines where we go. 

B. It determines whether we go to the present heaven or Hell. 



1. Believers go to the present Heaven where we will see God the Father, and Jesus our 



savior, based on faith. (2 Corinthians 5:8 Philippians 1:21 from last week)

John 17:24 Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world.



2. Unbelievers go immediately to a temporary place called Hell. (In the center of the earth.)
John 3:36 He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him. (If you die without Christ you will not see life; only Gods wrath.)



3. There is no intermediate place; the unbelieving rich man went to hell right after his 


death. 
Lu 16:22 And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried;
Lu 16:23 And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 
Note: Hell, after the great white throne judgment is cast into the lake of fire for eternity. (Re 20:12-15)
II. Who will we see in the present heaven?


A. First and foremost – Jesus is in the present heaven at the right hand of God on the throne.


1. When Stephen is being stoned for his testimony of Jesus Christ he saw a vision of heaven. He 


describes that he saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on his right hand. 

Acts 7:55  But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God, 

Acts 7:56 And said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand of God.



2. Peter affirms that Jesus has gone to heaven at the right hand of God:

1Pe 3:21 The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:
1Pe 3:22 Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angels and authorities and powers being made subject unto him.



3. Jesus appeared unto the eleven after the resurrection:

Mark 16:19 So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God.



4. Jesus spent 40 days with the apostles teaching those things pertaining to the Kingdom of 


God. They witnessed him returning to heaven.

Ac 1:9 And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight.
Ac 1:10 And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel;
Ac 1:11 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.
Note: We will be forever in his presence – We will be comforted by him in the present heaven (Matthew 5:4  Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.) – We will return to reign with him – We will go to the new earth with him.


B. Secondly, as stated earlier, we know that our loved ones are there.



1. In DL Moody’s sermon entitled “Heaven’s Inhabitants”, he gives the answer to why we look 

forward to our heavenly home and who is there this way:


“If there is anything that ought to make heaven near to Christians, it is knowing that God and all their loved ones will be there. What is it that makes home so attractive? Is it because we have a beautiful home? Is it because we have beautiful lawns? Is it because we have beautiful trees around that home? Is it because we 
have beautiful paintings upon the walls inside? Is it because we have beautiful furniture. Is that all that makes home so attractive and so beautiful? Nay, it is the loved ones in it; it is the loved ones there.” (16)


2. David's heart was comforted in knowing that he would see again his child in Glory. Said he, 


"I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me" (II Sam. 12:23). Peter, James and John 


knew Moses and Elijah on the Mount of Transfiguration without the formality of an introduction.



3. We will see our loved ones immediately after our physical death. – Death has no sting. 


4. There is a great reunion with our believing friends and loved ones after death.


C. The Old Testament saints are in the present heaven; some of them bodily.



1. Elijah’s was taken bodily to heaven in 2 Kings 2:11,12

2Ki 2:11 And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.
2Ki 2:12 And Elisha saw it, and he cried, My father, my father, the chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof. And he saw him no more: and he took hold of his own clothes, and rent them in two pieces.



2. Enoch was taken to heaven bodily because God favored him:

Ge 5:23 And all the days of Enoch were three hundred sixty and five years:
Ge 5:24 And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him.



3. We know that Moses and Elias appeared to Peter, James and John when Jesus 



transfigured before them.

Mat 17:1 And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his brother, and bringeth them up into an high mountain apart, 


Mat 17:2 And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light. 


Mat 17:3 And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias talking with him.



4. Many Old Testament saints were resurrected bodily after Jesus death on the cross.



(These are known as the first fruit resurrection)

Mt 27:50 Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost.
Mt 27:51 And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent;
Mt 27:52 And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose,
Mt 27:53 And came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared unto many.
Mt 27:54 Now when the centurion, and they that were with him, watching Jesus, saw the earthquake, and those things that were done, they feared greatly, saying, Truly this was the Son of God.

Note: These examples are further proof that some already in the present heaven who have gone before us have physical bodies such as Enoch, Elijah, and Jesus along with the first fruit resurrection of Old Testament saints. We know that Jesus body has some special powers that we do not such as going through walls. The apostles were able to feel his scars and touch him. Jesus ate with them. This is further proof that the present heaven has physical aspects. We may not understand these aspects fully but we see a pattern. We are not merely disembodied spirits floating around on a cloud playing harps. We are aware of our situation and surroundings.
From these and other scripture we will study in future lessons we know the present heaven is a physical realm where we will recognize others and remember those from our past life on earth.
Will The Circle Be Unbroken?
Verse 1

There are loved ones in the glory,
Whose dear forms you often miss;
When you close your earthly story,
Will you join them in their bliss?

Chorus
Will the circle be unbroken
By and by Lord, by and by?
I’ve a better home awaiting
In the sky Lord, in the sky?


Verse 2
In the joyous days of childhood,
Oft they told of wondrous love,
Pointed to the living Savior
Now they dwell with Him above.

Verse 3
You remember songs of heaven
Which you sang with childish voice,
Do you love the hymns they taught you,
Or are songs of earth your choice?

Verse 4
You can picture happy gatherings
Round the fireside long ago,
And you think of tearful partings,
When they left you here below:

Verse 5
One by one their seats were emptied,
One by one they went away;
Here the circle has been broken
It will be complete one day?
