Heaven – Lesson 1 – Introduction and Overview
Introduction:

1. The inspiration to write my master thesis on the subject of heaven came shortly after my wife Lori went to be with the Lord in July of 2015. I believe God wanted me to have a greater understanding of our future to give me comfort in my loss. Hopefully this study will give us all a greater peace about the loss of our loved ones and a peace that passes all understanding spoken of in the scripture. 

2. Another motivation God gave me in this study is Jesus’ command in Matthew 6:19-21, 33 to “seek ye first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness.” Therefore, I believe we should know as much as we can about the Kingdom of God if we are going to spend a lifetime seeking it, and obey Jesus to make that a priority. I hope this study will have us all laying up treasure in heaven, and setting our affections on the things above; not the temporal things of this world. Let us refocus to the eternal in heaven.

3. Jesus did not give us the command to “seek ye first the kingdom of God” without motivating us. There are many rewards in eternity that our Lord promises to those who will serve him more now. I want us to come away with a deeper understanding of these eternal rewards and our inheritance in Christ.


a. My intent is to motivate us to a greater level of service to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

b. If we seek the Kingdom of God first and foremost, and endure suffering for him the result will 
be greater glory in eternity to come. 
(See Romans 8:16-18)

c. God will reward those who will diligently seek Him. Much of this reward is in eternity. 

Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.

d. We can know and understand heaven if we search and compare scripture.  (I Cor 2:9-13)

4. For the purposes of our study I have divided the believer’s eternity or what Christendom calls “going to heaven”, into four phases. 


a. Phase one is the present heaven - where all believers go immediately after they die. 

Our bodies die physically, (sleep) but our spirit and soul go into the immediate presence of our Lord 
Jesus Christ in heaven. The study of the present heaven will bring to light the false doctrine of “soul 
sleep” embraced by Seventh Day Adventist’s and others.


b. Phase two of the believer’s eternity begins at the rapture of the church when our new bodies are 
resurrected, joined with our spirit and soul, then returned to the present heaven with Jesus. 
Note: After the rapture God pours out His wrath in judgment of the Jewish people’s rejection of 
Jesus Christ as their messiah, and a Christ rejecting gentile world for a seven year period known as the tribulation, also known as “the time of Jacob’s trouble.” We are in heaven with Jesus during the seven year tribulation period.

During this time of Gods wrath, believers who were taken up will stand at the judgment seat of Christ in heaven and then attend the Marriage supper of the lamb. 

Jer 30:7 Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it: it is even the time of Jacob's; but he shall be saved out of it. 
Matthew 24:15 When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:)
Matthew 24:21 For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.

Daniel 9:27 And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.

c. Phase three of our study will cover the millennial reign of Christ. It begins at the end of the 
tribulation period when Jesus returns to this present earth with all believers from the present heaven to 
rule and reign on this earth for one thousand years. During this time we will rule with Jesus as his 
kings and priests. Those that return with Jesus will consist of:



1. Old Testament saints.



2. Church age saints.



3. Saints martyred during the tribulation. 
Rev 1:6 And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.

Rev 1:7 Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen. 


d. Phase four - the new heaven and new earth with the new city Jerusalem on it.



1) At the end of the one thousand year reign Satan is loosed for a season and gathers his armies 


to battle against the saints. God will destroy those armies with fire, and cast Satan into the lake of 

fire where Satan death and hell will remain for eternity. (See Ezekiel chapter 38)
Rev 20:7 And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, 

Rev 20:8 And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea. (See Ezekiel 38:1-16)
Rev 20:9 And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them. (See Ezekiel 38:22)
Rev 20:10 And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.


2) God judges all of mankind at the great white throne judgment, then death and hell are 


forever cast into the lake of fire. Hell is temporary storage for the wicked.
Re 20:11 ¶ And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them.
Re 20:12 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works.
Re 20:13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works.
Re 20:14 And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. (Hell – Temp. storage)


3)  God will destroy the present heaven and earth, and usher in the new heaven and new 



earth which will come down from God out of heaven. – I side with theologians that believe the 

present heaven and earth are totally destroyed and the new heaven and earth are a new 


creation. (This earth is regenerated for the millennial reign – destroyed after that.)
2Pe 3:10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up. 

2Pe 3:11 Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, 

2Pe 3:12 Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?

2Pe 3:13 Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.
2Pe 3:14 Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless.


4) This forth phase is the final phase of the believer’s eternity. 
Note: All of God’s original plans for mankind and his creation will be restored to His glorious original intent, only better. The best is yet to come. The new earth will be a paradise absent the curse of sin. God will again dwell with man and man with God. There will be no more sorrow, sickness, pain or death.
Rev 21:1 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea.

Rev 21:2 And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 

Rev 21:3 And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God.

Rev 21:4 And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. 
Rev 21:5 And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful. 

Rev 21:6 And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. (Praise God his will “It is done” – victory!)
Rev 21:7 He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son. 

Rev 21:8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.

5. Summary - As a result of our study of heaven I want us all to walk away with the following:


a. The desire in each of us for a closer walk with Jesus Christ. 


b. A greater love for Jesus for the wonderful future he has purchased for us.


c. That our affections will be on the things above and not here on temporal things. (A refocus) 

c. That God loves us and wants to reward us, and promises great rewards.

d. An understanding of the inheritance we have in Jesus Christ.


e. A high degree of understanding of our final destination, the new earth. (Our new country)


f. A better understanding of the chronology and events of each of the four phases of our eternity.

Note: I agree with Paul’s’ statement in Romans 8:18 where he says, “I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.” God has such a great future for us. Nothing compares to what he has in store for those who love him. I hope this study will help those who are suffering now to look up and to know your suffering is not going unnoticed by a God that will reward you for them. He is a great heavenly father who rewards his children for their faithfulness.

As we focus on the things above, the worldly things of this life will pale by comparison. When we are through with this study I hope we will be able to say like Paul did, “I do count them but dung.” That is, I hope we will be able to say the things of this world we lose due to our service for the Lord are dung compared to the eternity God has for us. We look forward to a new country reserved in heaven; amen?
1Pe 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 

1Pe 1:4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, 

1Pe 1:5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 

Hebrews 11:16 But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city.



1) To that end we are sealed unto the day of redemption. 
Eph 4:30And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption. 



2) Jesus is going to return soon and he is bringing his reward with him.

Rev 22:12 And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be. 



3) Our rewards according to our work will follow us into eternity. 
Notes: On this subject of rewards: 

1. It will be covered in phase two as we study the rapture and tribulation. I thought this was the logical place for this study since our rewards will be manifest at the judgment seat of Christ during the tribulation. We will learn how living for Jesus Christ in this life will affect the rewards we receive in eternity, our position during the millennial reign with Christ, and our lives on the new heaven and new earth. I hope all of us will be motivated to live better lives in this present day by this study.

2. The bible is very clear that rewards or lack thereof does not determine your salvation. We are saved by faith and not works. If you are born again you can’t lose your salvation, however your rewards which God had intended for you in his will since the foundation of the world can be affected. You could suffer loss of some of those intended rewards or all of them.

3. I also chose to include the study of eternal rewards to refute those who state that we who take a stand on eternal security are creating a license to sin or “easy believism” as they would say. They say believing the way we do about our eternal security means it does not matter how we live this life since we know we can’t lose our salvation. Our study will show that it most definitely does matter how we live in this life. How we live now determines our rewards or lack thereof for eternity and especially during the millennial reign. 
4.  Hopefully this study on rewards will motivate us to live Godly separated lives in this present world. To pay attention to sound doctrine and live it. After all, how we live and what we believe now will affect how we live for eternity. The degree to which you believe this will determine how much you invest in your future by serving God now. This was Gods intent of his rewards, to motivate us to serve Him now.
Giving up a few of this life’s temporal pleasures for the short time we have here in exchange for our eternal rewards is a small price to pay in light of what God has in store for us.

John 14:1 ¶ Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.
John 14:2 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.
John 14:3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.
