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Introduction to 

the Letters of the  
Apostle Paul 

All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable…even the Old Testament, but if there are specific Scriptures that 
are applicable to all Christians living in the age of Grace, they would be the Epistles of the Apostle Paul. 

The Epistles of Paul have a very distinctive character.  All Scripture, up to the Gospel accounts of the crucifixion, 
looks forward to the cross, and has primarily in view Israel, and the blessing of the earth through the Messianic 
kingdom.   The majority of the Bible is a Jewish book.  All of it is written “for” us, but not all of it is written “to us.   1

Yet, the Epistles of Paul are written “to us.”  Paul was the apostle to the Gentiles.  Before the apostle Paul, the 
Church was a mystery.  The idea that not only Jews could be saved, but now Gentiles was something hidden 
from view in the Old Testament.   

This is what Paul’s letters are about.  They develop the doctrine of the church.  What we believe about how to live 
the Christian life can be found in no other books since, for the most part, they are written “to” the Jews.  Seven of 
Paul’s letters were written to seven Gentile  churches (Rome, Corinth, Galatia, Ephesus, Philippi, Colosse, and 2

Thessalonica).  The mystery of the church was from the “beginning of the world, hid in God.” (Ephesians 3:1-12). 

What we learn through Paul is the church is not an organization, but an organism, the body of Christ.  The body 
of Christ is filled with His (Jesus) life, and heavenly calling, promise, and destiny. Through Paul alone we know 
the nature, purpose, and form of organization of local churches, and the right conduct at such gatherings. 

Through the apostle Paul, and only the apostle Paul, we know that “we shall not all sleep,” the “the dead in 
Christ shall rise first,” and that living Christians shall be “changed” and caught up to meet the Lord in the air at 
the Rapture of the church. 

 C.I. Scofield, The Epistles of Paul. The Scofield Reference Bible.1

 Although Jews and Gentiles both were in these churches.2
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Paul unfolds doctrines of grace that were unseen in the teachings of Jesus Christ. Paul originates nothing, but 
unfolds everything, concerning nature and purpose of the law; the ground and means of the believer’s 
justification, sanctification, and glory; the meanings of the death of Christ, and the position, walk, expectation, 
and service of the Christian. 

Our Bible study will move through all of Paul’s letters in chronological order.  It is impossible to find an exac 
chronology of his letters.  We will use the chronology of Bishop James Ussher who lived from 1581-1656.  He  
was the archbishop of the church of Ireland and an incredible scholar. 
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Here are some facts regarding the apostle Paul: 
 

Page !  of !3 3


