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HEB 122/622: Hebrew Grammar II 
HEB 122/622 – Hebrew Grammar 2
Course Syllabus

Spring Semester, 2020
Mon and Wed 1:30 – 3:20 p.m. (TL 115)

COURSE DESCRIPTION	

Continuation of HEB 121/ 621 with an emphasis on weak verbs and translation of Ruth, Jonah, and other selected texts.  

This class continues the development of translation skills through the study of grammatical forms (irregular verb forms and a review of nouns and regular verbs), memorization of vocabulary, exercises in the theory of word formation, and translation of biblical passages. Students are also introduced to diagramming and outlining of a biblical book (Jonah).

MISSION STATEMENT	

This course fulfills the mission statement of the Biblical Languages Department and the broader purposes of Multnomah University "to equip Christian students through higher education to become biblically competent, academically proficient, spiritually formed, and culturally engaged servant leaders, shaped to be a transforming force in the church, community and world." 

EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES	

1. Define all Hebrew verbs attested more than 50 times in the Hebrew Bible and all Hebrew nouns attested over 100 times (bringing vocabulary total to approx. 750 words).
2. Reproduce noun endings and the strong verb paradigms in each verb stem (Qal‑Hophal). Parse all verb forms (strong and weak).
3. Read Hebrew aloud.
4. Translate biblical texts with minimal recourse to language aids.
5. Display a comprehension of familiar texts when reading them in the original language (without having to translate them first). 
6. Create a grammatical and thematic outline of the book of Jonah.
7. Articulate the value of reading Hebrew for the study of the Word of God.

CLASSROOM VALUE / CONDUCT 
Multnomah University considers the diversity of its students, faculty and staff to be a strength critical to fulfilling its educational mission. Therefore, the university expects every member of the university community to contribute to a respectful culture in the classroom. Dimensions of diversity can include race, color, class, age, national origin, ethnicity, gender, disability, primary language, denominational preference and veteran status. At MU we seek to cultivate a classroom environment that fosters inclusion and respect.  

COURSE TEXTS 
 = available on course home page	 = purchase
	
	Kutz-Josberger. Learning Biblical Hebrew: Reading for Comprehension — An Introductory Grammar. Lexham Press, 2018 (ISBN: 9781683590842).
· Kutz-Josberger. Learning Biblical Hebrew Workbook: A Graded Reader with Exercises.  Lexham Press, 2018 (ISBN: 9781683592440).
· Dillard. Biblical Hebrew Vocabulary Cards. VIS-ED. (ISBN 1556370091).
· The New Brown-Driver-Briggs-Gesenius Hebrew and English Lexicon.  Hendrickson Publishers, Reprint 1996 (ISBN: 1565632060).
	Block, Daniel I. “Tell me the Old, Old Story: Preaching the Message of Old Testament Narrative.” In Giving the Sense: Understanding and Using the Old Testament Historical Texts, ed. Michael A. Grisanti and David M. Howard, Jr., 409-38. Grand Rapids: Kregel, 2003.
	Audio files 

Recommended:
•	Brown & Smith.  A Reader's Hebrew Bible.  Zondervan, 2008 (ISBN: 0310269741). 
		(or)
Elliger, K., and Rudolph, W. Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia (Editio Minor). Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, 1983 (ISBN: 3438052199). 


COURSE GRADING

	Reading & Memory: 		  5%
Homework:			20%
Quizzes:			25%
Midterm: 			25%
Final: 				25%


NOTE: All assignments must be completed for credit in the course.
	Grading Scale:
	A 	93
A-	90
B+	88
B	83
B-	80
C+	78
C	73
C-	70
D+	68
D	63
D-	60



In keeping with the Americans with Disabilities Act, Multnomah will provide reasonable academic adjustments or accommodations necessary to offer equal opportunity and full participation in all programs for qualified students with professionally verified disabilities.  A policy statement and application forms for accommodations are available from the Student Servicers Department.


SUMMARY OF COURSE REQUIREMENTS
A full description of the course requirements appears below after the Course Schedule. The summary presented here serves as a quick reference list to guide your preparation.  In general, you should expect to spend approximately 2.5 to 3 hrs. of preparation per class hour.

ATTENDANCE & CLASSROOM INTERACTION
(Excessive absences will result in a significant grade penalty. Absences that should have been approved ahead of time will not be considered excused.)
· Unexcused missed assignment = zero (must be made up)
· Excused missed assignment = may be made up within one week and will receive credit

WEEKLY ASSIGNMENTS
1.	Daily Reading (Exod 20:1-17 read aloud five days/week)
2.	Learn and Review Vocabulary
3.	Complete Translation Assignment
4.	Pre-midterm: Grammar Exercises / Paradigm Review - due last class of the week 
Post-midterm: Diagrams / Outlines of Jonah - due last class of the week
5.	Weekly Quizzes - given first class of following week	

OTHER COURSE ASSIGNMENTS
6. 	Read Block, “Tell Me the Old, Old Story”
7.	Read LBH appendix 3 and 4, “How to Create a Grammatical Diagramming” and “… a Thematic Diagram” 
8.	Oral Reading & Recitation of Books of the Bible in MT Order 
9.	Midterm and Final Exams  
10.	Hebrew Reflection Essay 

LATE WORK POLICY
•	All work must be completed to pass the course.
•	Unexcused late work will receive '0' score but must be completed to pass the course. 




COURSE SCHEDULE  Schedule is tentative and is subject to change. 
Generally, expect: Mon = Quizzes and Translations; Wed = Exercises or Diagrams 

	WEEK	DATE	HOMEWORK / QUIZZES 	COVERING IN CLASS
	1
	Mon 1/13
	
	

	
 	SYLLABUS & REVIEW  
	(Ch. 21; LBH Append. 1 & 2)


	
	Wed 1/15
	
due:	Ruth 1:1-11
due: 	Qal Paradigm 

	
	Ruth 1:1-11


	2
	Mon 1/20
	
No Class: MLK Day

		
	
	


	
	Wed 1/22
	
Quiz:	Gram:  Qal Chart
	Trans:  Ruth 1:1-10
	Vocab:  List 1
due:	Ruth 1:12-22
due: 	Niphal Paradigms 

		
	SUFFIXES ON VERBS  (Ch. 22)
	Ruth 1:12-22

	3
	Mon 1/27
	
Quiz:	Gram:  Niphal & Ch 22 
	Trans:  Ruth 1:11-22
	Vocab:  List 2

due: 	Ruth 2:1-12

		
	SUFFIXES ON VERBS cont. (Ch. 23)
	Ruth 2:1-12	


	
	Wed 1/29
	
due: 	Exercise 23 

		
	Ruth 2:1-12	

	4
	Mon 2/3
	
Quiz:	Gram:  Ch 23 
	Trans:  Ruth 2:1-12
	Vocab:  List A

due: 	Ruth 2:13-23

		
	WEAK VERB INTRO  (Ch. 24)
	Ruth 2:13-23		

	
	Wed 2/5
	
due: 	Exercise 24A, 23B 

		
	Ruth 2:13-23			

	5
	Mon 2/10
	
Quiz:	Gram:  Ch 24 
	Trans:  Ruth 2:13-23
	Vocab:  List 3

due: 	Ruth 3:1-9

		
	III – WAW / YOD  (Ch. 25)
	Ruth 3:1-9
	

	
	Wed 2/12
	
due: 	Piel Paradigm

		
	Ruth 3:1-9			

	6
	Mon 2/17
	
Quiz:	Gram:  Piel & Ch 25 
	Trans:  Ruth 3:1-9
	Vocab:  List B

due: 	Ruth 3:10-18

		
	I – WAW / YOD  (Ch. 26)
	Ruth 3:10-18		

	
	Wed 2/19
	
due: 	Pual & Hithpael Paradigms

		
	Ruth 3:10-18			




	7
	Mon 2/24
	
Quiz:	Gram:  Pual/Hith & Ch 26 
	Trans:  Ruth 3:10-18
	Vocab:  List C

due: 	Ruth 4:1-11

		
	II – WAW / YOD  (Ch. 27)
	Ruth 4:1-11
			

	
	Wed 2/26
	
due: 	Hiphil Paradigm 
		
	Ruth 4:1-11			

	8
	Mon 3/2
	
Quiz:	Gram:  Hiphil & Ch 27 
	Trans:  Ruth 4:1-11
	Vocab:  List D

due: 	Ruth 4:12-22

		
	II – WAW / YOD cont. (Ch. 28)
	Ruth 4:12-22		

	
	Wed 3/4
	
due: 	Hophal Paradigm 

		
	Ruth 4:12-22			

	9
	Mon 3/9
	
Exam: 	Gram:   Produce All Strong
	Parse all Waw/Yod 
	Trans:   Ruth; sight trans.
	Vocab:  Lists 1-4; A-D

		
MIDTERM EXAM		

	
	Wed 3/11
	
due: 	Jonah 1:1-10
		
	Jonah 1:1-10

		

	10
	Mon 3/16
	
Quiz:	Trans:  Jonah 1:1-10
	Vocab:  List 5

due: 	Jonah 1:11-16
	Read LBH appendix 3 & 4

		
	DIAGRAMMING
	Jonah 1:11-16
		

	
	Wed 3/18
	
due: 	re-visit LBH appendix 3 & 4
due: 	Diagram Jonah 1


		
	Jonah 1:11-16		

	
	
Mar 23 - 27 
	
	No Class: Spring Break
		

	11
	Mon 3/30
	
Quiz:	Trans:  Jonah 1
	Vocab:  List 6

due: 	Jonah 2

		
	GEMINATES  (Ch. 29)
	Jonah 2 
		

	
	Wed 4/1
	
due: 	Read Block, “Old, Old Story”

		
	Jonah 2		

	12
	Mon 4/6
	
Quiz:	Gram:  Ch 29 
	Trans:  Jonah 1:11-16
	Vocab:  List 7

due: 	Jonah 3

Schedule Oral Readings

		
	I – NUN  (Ch. 30)
	Jonah 3		

	
	Wed 4/8
	
due: 	Diagram Jonah 3

		
	Jonah 3			




	13
	Mon 4/13
	
Quiz:	Gram:  Ch 30 
	Trans:  Jonah 2
	Vocab:  List 8

due: 	Jonah 4

		
	I – GUTTERAL / I – ALEPH  (Ch. 31)
	Jonah 4		

	
	Wed 4/15
	
due: 	Diagram Jonah 4

		
	Jonah 4	


	

	14
	Mon 4/20
	 

No prep – I read to you 
	
II / III – GUTTERAL  (Ch. 32-33)
	Jonah 4 Esther 1

	
	Wed 4/22
	
Exam: 	Vocab:  Lists 1-8; A-D


	
VOCAB FINAL 
Esther 1 


	15
	Mon 4/27
	
Exam: 	Gram:  Produce Strong Verbs 	           Parse Weak Verbs
	Trans:  Jonah; sight trans.

due: 	Reflection Essay (submit online)
		
	FINAL EXAM

			



ASSIGNMENTS:  
The following explanations should guide your completion of the assignments — providing answers to how and when each assignment should be completed as well as how to submit assignments for credit. 

1.	Daily Readings: 
WHY:	To master one text that feels familiar to you in Hebrew. Also, learning language involves muscle memory (tongue, jaw, voice, etc.).
HOW:	Read Exodus 20:1-17 aloud in Hebrew. 	
WHERE:	The text is provided in the back of the workbook. Audio files are available on the course homepage in both slow and normal speed.)
WHEN:		Everyday (five days per week).
	CREDIT: 	Part of 20% homework grade — You will report your reading weekly in class.
NOTE:	These are the passages that you will read orally later in the course (see #6).

2.	Learn Vocabulary: 
WHY:	Vocabulary enables you to read. Together the vocabulary lists for the first two semesters of Hebrew bring your vocabulary to a total of approximately 750 words (verbs occurring 50+ times in the Hebrew Bible; nouns and adjectives occurring 100+ times).
HOW:	Each week you will be responsible for learning a new set of vocabulary and reviewing past vocabulary. Vocabulary is best studied frequently in short units of time. See TAs for tips to learning vocab.
WHERE:		Vocabulary lists are found in the Introduction of the translation section of your workbook. Lists 1-10 include vocabulary for Ruth, Jonah, and Esther. Lists A-D are based on frequency of occurrences in the Hebrew Bible.
WHEN:		Words are tested a week before they appear in the translations to equip you to read the translations. Vocabulary is cumulative and is quizzed each week.  
	CREDIT: 	Part of 25% quiz grade.

3.	Translations:
WHY:	Reading is the goal of the course. Plus, you learn best by doing (i.e., reading).
HOW:	Translate according to the following steps:  (You should be able to complete each translation).

Step 1: 	Write your translation in English. Sit down with nothing but your assignment, your grammar notes, and a lexicon. Write out your translation, or as much of it as you can, in pencil. If you do not know the meaning of a word, try to identify each element (prefix, suffix, root, etc.). You will not have marks deducted for leaving blanks on this step. 
Step 2: 	Correct your work. After you have worked your way through a section of text, go back and correct your work using an answer key or an English translation. Using a different color pen correct any errors and fill in missing information. Highlight any areas that still puzzle you or any questions left unanswered. Ask your highlighted questions in class.
Step 3: 	READ. Spend at least 15-20 minutes a week reading the assigned passage for a given week aloud in Hebrew at a pace that allows you to assimilate as much of the passage as possible without explicitly translating every word. Audio files are provided on the course homepage for each of the books we are reading so that you can perfect your reading skills. To report that you completed this step, write a large “R” in the margin near the last verse you translated.

WHERE:	Translations are located in your exercise book. Translations are taken directly from the Hebrew Bible so you could translate from there if you wish, though the workbook provides glosses to help with words you have not yet learned.
WHEN:	Complete full translation before first class of the week.
	CREDIT: 	Part of 20% homework grade. For credit, your translation must be completed:
•	 Correctly – according to the steps above (translated, corrected, highlighted, read)
•	 Completely – full assignment (or 5 hours if this is not abused) 
•	On time 

4a.	Pre-midterm Exercises: 
WHY:	Practice applying new material and reviewing old material. Provides way to ask for clarification when you are not sure what to ask. You will not get everything correct. Learn from your errors.
HOW:	For strong paradigms, fill out each strong paradigm using your memorized representative forms. Likewise, in grammar exercises, memorize/learn the items in the summary of grammar chapter, then complete the exercise. Each exercise and paradigm review must be:
	•	Completed, 
•	Corrected against the key with a different colored pen, 
•	Highlighted where you have questions even after looking at the key. 
•	Turned in on time (see course schedule). 
WHERE:	Exercises and Paradigm Reviews are found in the workbook.
WHEN:	Due at the beginning of class.
	CREDIT: 	Part of 20% homework grade.

4b.	Post-midterm Diagram / Outline of book of Jonah: 
WHY:	Diagramming helps you to see the bigger picture of the biblical text.
HOW:	When translating Jonah, you will practice grammatical and thematic diagramming for each chapter. Documents have been prepared for you in Google Docs to ease you into the process. In summary:
	•	Jonah 1: A Sample (Read and submit)
		Read through the completed grammatical and thematic diagrams for Jonah 1 and resubmit it through google docs. 
•	Jonah 2: Complete Thematic Diagram
	Use the completed grammatical diagram as a base to fill in the thematic diagram 
•	Jonah 3: Partial Grammatical Diagram and Thematic Diagram 
	The text has been broken into clauses. The students must determine subordination and then add a thematic outline.
•	Jonah 4: Grammatical and Thematic Diagram 
	Break the provided Hebrew text into clauses, subordinate the clauses, and create a thematic diagram.
WHERE:	Documents are on Google Docs. Instructions are on the course home page.
WHEN:	Due after you have completed each translation (see course schedule).
	CREDIT: 	Part of 20% homework grade.

5.	Weekly Quizzes:
WHY:	Force short-term memory of the tools to read (that become long-term through use).
HOW:	Each lesson will have more information that you can learn. Focus on the few 	elements highlighted in the summaries of the chapter.
	•	Vocabulary is cumulative
•	Grammar (material from previous week + paradigms from 1st semester)
•	Translation from previous week’s assignment
WHEN:	First class day each week. (see course schedule)
	CREDIT: 	25% quiz grade.

6.	Read Block, “Tell Me the Old, Old Story”
WHY:	This article gives a glimpse at a methodology for scholarly investigation into a text. As part of that methodology it emphasizes the importance and offers examples of diagramming biblical texts.
HOW:	Read for enjoyment (rather than prepping for a quiz), concentrating on sections where Block discusses diagramming.
WHERE:	Article available for download on the course homepage. 
WHEN:	Due week 10 
	CREDIT: 	Part of 20% homework grade.

7.	Read KJ, “How to Create a Grammatical Diagram” & “How to … Thematic Outline” 
WHY:	Appendix 3 and 4 offer practical instruction on what is sometimes referred to as sentence diagramming (or more appropriately, clausal diagramming) and thematic Outlines. This type of diagramming focuses more on identifying the relationships between the clauses to follow the author’s message (grammatical) and identify his or her main ideas (thematic). 
HOW:	Read thoroughly as a reference for further work.
WHERE:	Kutz, Josberger, LBH Appendix 3 & 4 
WHEN:	Due week 11 
	CREDIT: 	Part of 20% homework grade.

8. 	Oral reading & recitation: 
WHY:	Provides practice reading with fluency and proper pronunciation.
HOW:	One-on-one with professor:
•	recite: (from memory) Books of Bible in Masoretic Text (MT) order 
•	read aloud: Exod 20:1-17
WHERE:	The text of Exod 20:1-17 and the arrangement of books in the Hebrew Bible are provided in the syllabus	
WHEN:	week 12 & 13 - (appointments scheduled during class in week 12)
	CREDIT: 	5%



9.	Exams: 
WHY:	To show how much you learned.
HOW:	The best way to prepare for the exams is to stay current with the weekly assignments. The last bit of studying should include reviewing your vocabulary (which should be current since quizzes are cumulative), writing out your paradigms and representative forms from memory, and rereading your translations.

•	The Midterm Exam includes:

Vocabulary: Lists 1 – 4; A – D 
Production: All Strong Verb (Qal-Hiphil lfq); All Waw/Yod representative forms
Parse: Strong Verbs; All Waw/Yod verbs 
Translations: Ruth
Expect Sight Translation (translations you have not seen before)

•	The Final Exam will be divided into two parts, a vocabulary exam (one week prior to the final) and a grammar / translation portion (vocab, grammar, and translation combine for one 25% score):

Vocabulary: Lists 1 – 8; A – D
Production: Strong Verb; Representative Weak Verbs 
Parse: All Weak Verbs
Translations: Jonah
Expect Sight Translation (translations you have not seen before)

WHEN:	Midterm = wk 9.   Vocab Final = wk 14, Final Exam = wk 15 (vocab final + final exam combine for one score). For precise exam dates, see course schedule.
	CREDIT: 	25% each

10.	Hebrew Reflection Essay: 
WHY:	To force you to reflect on Hebrew more broadly than vocabulary and grammar.
HOW:	Submit to the course home-page a single page, double-spaced, well written and error free essay on how your exposure to Hebrew impacts your interaction with the biblical text. Be honest - include positives and negatives. 
WHEN:		Due by the final day of class.
	CREDIT: 	part of 20% homework grade 
NOTE:	This assignment is in line with the spiritual formation piece of the course. You are not graded on the "nice" things you say, but on the depth of your honest reflection.




Books of the Hebrew Bible 
(according the MT)


TORAH	WRITINGS
Genesis	Psalms  	
Exodus	Job	
Leviticus	Proverbs
Numbers		 
Deuteronomy 	Ruth
	Song of Songs
[bookmark: _GoBack]PROPHETS	Ecclesiastes (Qohelet) 	The Scrolls
Joshua	Lamentations	
Judges	Esther
Samuel
Kings	Daniel
Isaiah	Ezra
Jeremiah	Nehemiah
Ezekiel	Chronicles

Hosea
Joel
Amos
Obadiah
Jonah
Micah	Minor Prophets
Nahum
Habakkuk
Zephaniah
Haggai
Zechariah
Malachi



Select Hebrew Bibliography

NOTE: Many language resources are known by author’s last names or by abbreviations. Helpful abbreviations are listed after the bibliographic information.

Hebrew Bibles
Brown and Smith. A Reader’s Hebrew Bible. Zondervan, 2008.  (Reader’s Bible)	 
Elliger, K., and Rudolph, W.  Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia (Editio Minor). Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, 1983.  (BHS)		  

Lexicons
Brown, F., et al. The New Brown-Driver-Briggs-Gesenius Hebrew and English Lexicon.  Hendrickson Publishers, 1979.  (BDB)	  
Koehler, L. and W. Baumgartner. The Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament, (2 vols.), E. J. Brill, 2001.  (HALOT or KB)	

Grammars
Gesenius, Wilhelm and Emil Kautzsch. Gesenius' Hebrew Grammar. Translated by A. E. Cowley. Oxford: Clarendon Press. 1910.  (GKC)
Joüon, Paul. A Grammar of Biblical Hebrew. 2 vols. Translated and Revised by T. Muraoka. Rome: Pontifical Biblical Institute, 1991. 
Waltke, B. K. and M. O'Connor. An Introduction to Biblical Hebrew Syntax.  Winona Lake, Indiana: Eisenbrauns, 1990.  

Concordances
Even-Shoshan, Abraham. A New Concordance of the OT.  Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Book House, 1989. 
Kohlenberger, The Hebrew-English Concordance to the Old Testament. Zondervan, 1998.

Hebrew Accents & Chanting
Spiro, Pinchas, Haftarah Chanting. Board of Jewish Education of Greater New York, revised edition, 1994.
Yeivin, Israel. Introduction to the Tiberian Masorah.  Translated and edited by E. J. Revell. Scholars Press, 1980.

