
40 Days of Spiritual Preparation 
Week 6 

 
 

WEEK SIX, COMMUNITY AWAKENING 
As we enter the final week of our time of spiritual preparation for God to move mightily in our time of 
praying for personal renewal, church revival and community awakening, please ponder over Jesus’ 

prayer in John 17.  Jesus becomes our mentor in praying. He prays about the Christian’s 
relationship to the world. Jesus’ prayer teaches us that the world is a battleground where spiritual 

forces of evil and Christ’s followers are in conflict. 
  
Tuesday, April 7  
Read Jesus’ prayer in John 17:1-26  Note verses 1-5 
What a blessing to be "prayed for."  Jesus prays for us. He represents us to God, the Father. 
What an awe-inspiring reality.   The Apostle Paul emphasized our Lord prays for us in Romans 8:34, 
"Jesus Christ, who died, more than that, who was raised to life, is at the right hand of God and is 
also interceding for us.”  Note verse 3. “Now this is eternal life that they may know You, the only true 
God and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.” How do we “know God”? What are you doing to “know 
Him” better? Time in His Word?  Time in prayer? Time in worship and fellowship with His followers? 
  
Wednesday, April 8 
Read John 17:1-9.  Focus on verses 6-9  
Listen to Jesus praying for His followers.  What is He asking of the Father? What will He ask of the 
Father, for you?  Jesus is praying about His disciples’ relationship to the world. Key words are “out 
of.” Jesus prayed, "I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world."  What do you 
suppose Jesus meant? How were they and how should we be "OUT OF" the world? The call of a 
holy God is a call for a holy people.  The whole of the Old Testament is the story of a holy God 
preparing a holy people.  Jesus has a passion for his followers to be pure in heart. "Blessed are the 
pure in heart, for they will see God" Matthew 5:8.  How are you a “called out” one? As a Christian, 
what is distinctive about your relationship to the world? 
  
Thursday, April 9 
Read John 17:1-12 Note verses 10-12 
Jesus prayed, “I am in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to 
you.  Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name."  We are still in the world. Jesus said 
“glory has come to me through them.”   The lives of Jesus’ disciples reveal His character. Jesus is 
present in the world through His disciples.  Does your life reveal Jesus to those near you? Jesus 
realized the power of this world to squeeze the Christian into its mold. Jesus knows the subtle and 
seductive powers of this world. We dare not retreat.  Christians are called to be salt and light in the 
dark corners of our world. We are “still in.” How are you being an influence for righteousness in our 
community? What new initiatives can you take to be a positive witness for Christ? 
  
Good Friday, April 10 
Read John 17:1-16  Pay special attention to verses 13-16 
The prayer of Jesus continues to emphasize His concern about the Christians’ relationship to the 
world.  Jesus prayed, ". . . they are not of the world any more than I am of the world." 
How was Jesus not of the world?  As Jesus met with His disciples at the last supper, in John 13:3 it 
is written that as He washed the disciples’ feet, Jesus knew that “. . . he had come from God and 
was returning to God. . ."  How do we keep that eternal focus in our lives? In John 17:24, Jesus 
prayed, "Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am and to see my glory. . ." 
We are not permanent fixtures here.  We are mortals. We will die. We came from God and will 
return to God. How are the priorities of your life reflecting your eternal future? 
Do you need to adjust your spending or the investment of your time to focus on your eternal 
destiny?  



  
Saturday, April 11 
Read John 17:1-19  Note verses 17-19 
The prayer of Jesus emphasizes the missionary mandate for His followers.   Jesus prayed, “As you 
sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world." Sent into the world.  God is a missionary 
God.  He sent prophets. He sent kings. He sent angels.  He sent His one and only Son. Now He 
sends us into the world.   Our model for mission is His model. Note v. 4 ". . . I have brought you glory 
on earth by completing the work you gave me to do."   v. 6 "I have revealed you to those whom you 
gave me out of the world." v. 8 "I gave them the words you gave me. . ." v. 17 "I have sent them into 
the world." Jesus did not ask His Father to take His followers out of the world, but instead use them 
in the world.  Because we are “sent ones” we dare not try to escape the world. How are you 
intentional about initiating relationships with non-Christians? How are you responding to your 
mission as a “sent one” in Jackson? In Jackson County? In our world? 
         
Easter Sunday, April 12 Halleluiah, Jesus is RISEN! 
Read John 17:1-19  Focus on verses 17-19.    
Jesus prayed for the Father to “sanctify them by the truth, your word is truth.” Jesus prayed, “For 
them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified.” We are able to complete the mission of 
God in the world only as we are “truly sanctified.”  What does that mean? To be sanctified means we 
are set apart by God to accomplish His will in and through us, unhindered by worldly passions and 
pursuits. We are set apart, consecrated to fulfill God’s missionary plans for our world. We are 
missionaries to our community, our world. As one of the early Church fathers expressed it, “Baptism 
is ordination into ministry.”  Every Christian is called, consecrated and commissioned as a “sent 
one,” as a minister of the Gospel. Is there any area of your life that is not “sanctified” for God’s 
purpose? 
  
Monday, April 13 
Read John 17:1-23  Note verses 20-23 
Jesus prays for unity among believers.  v.21 – “that all of them may be one.” v .22 – “that they may 
be one as we are one.”  v. 23 “may they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you 
sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.” Complete unity is powerful evidence of 
our identity as Christians.  It is not uniformity, but unity. Unity in our redemptive purpose is powerful 
in bringing the world to faith in Christ. Division among believers is a strong deterrent in keeping 
unbelievers from coming to trust Jesus as Savior and Lord. How are you helping to unify the body of 
Christ, the church?   Do you pray for other Christians? Do you avoid gossip? Do you build other 
Christians up? What can you do to help sustain unity in our church and community of faith? 
  
Tuesday, April 14 
Read John 17:1-26  Give special attention to verses 24-26 
Jesus concludes His prayer by expressing His desire that His followers would be with Him in heaven 
and “see My glory.”  We find the real glory of life is doing God’s will. The greater our obedience, the 
greater the glory. The joy we have now is a foretaste of the joy we will experience in heaven.  Jesus 
also prays that the love of the Father would be in us and that Jesus would be in us. How is the love 
of God being expressed in your life? How is your life reflecting the glory of God?  Is there a hint of 
disobedience in your life? What steps do you need to take to be an authentic and attractive witness 
for Christ? 


