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Call to Worship: 

Matthew 28:5-9 

But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you 

seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. 

Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples that 

he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; 

there you will see him. See, I have told you.” So they departed quickly from 

the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. And behold, 

Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came up and took hold of 

his feet and worshiped him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Opening Hymn: 

#286 “Worship Christ, the Risen King!” (Vs. 1, 3, 5) 

	

Invocation:   Psalm 124:8 
Pastor:  Our help is in the name of the Lord 

People:  who made heaven and earth. 

Pastor:   Let us pray. 

 



Confession of Sin:  1 John 1:8-9 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

	

Silent Prayer  	
	

Prayer:  	
Almighty God, we acknowledge and confess that we have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed; we have not loved you with 

all of our heart, soul, mind, and strength; we have not loved our 

neighbor as ourselves. Deepen within us our sorrow for the wrong 

we have done, and the good we have left undone. Lord, you are full 

of compassion and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy; 

there is always forgiveness with you! Restore to us the joy of your 

salvation; bind up that which is broken, give light to our minds, 

strength to our wills, and rest to our souls. Speak to each of us, and 

let your word abide with us until it has wrought in us your holy will. 

Amen. 

 

Declaration of Forgiveness:  1 John 2:1-2 
My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. 

But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 

the righteous. He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only 

but also for the sins of the whole world.		

 



Hymn of Assurance: 
“Come Behold the Wondrous Mystery”

 

		

 

 



Prayers of Intercession 

 

Scripture Reading: 
 

Genesis 50:18-20; 
His brothers also came and fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are 

your servants.” But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place 

of God? As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to 

bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today. 

 

Luke 13:1-5 

There were some present at that very time who told him about the Galileans 

whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2 And he answered 

them, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the 

other Galileans, because they suffered in this way? 3 No, I tell you; but 

unless you repent, you will all likewise perish. 4 Or those eighteen on whom 

the tower in Siloam fell and killed them: do you think that they were worse 

offenders than all the others who lived in Jerusalem? 5 No, I tell you; but 

unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sermon Text Reading: 

James 1:1-4;  

James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

To the twelve tribes in the Dispersion: 

Greetings. 

2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds,  
3 for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. 4 And 
let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, 
lacking in nothing. 

 

Romans 8:28-30 
28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for 
good, for those who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom 
he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, 
in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those 
whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also 
justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. 

 

Sermon Title: 

“God’s Good Purposes in Times of Trial” 

 

 

 

 



Affirmation of Faith:  The Nicene Creed 
 
We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all things visible and invisible. 
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,  
 begotten of his Father before all worlds, 
 God of God, Light of Light, 
 very God of very God, 
 begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father; 
 by whom all things were made; 
 who for us and for our salvation  
 came down from heaven, 
 and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary,  
 and was made man; 
 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered and was buried;          

and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, 
 and ascended into heaven, 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father; 
 and he shall come again, with glory, 
 to judge both the living and the dead; 
 whose kingdom shall have no end. 
 
And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
       who proceeds from the Father and the Son; 
       who with the Father and the Son together 
 is worshiped and glorified; 
      who spoke by the prophets; 
       and we believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church; 
       we acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; 
       and we look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. 
Amen.  

 



Prayer of Longing for the Lord’s Supper 
 

Lord Jesus, our hearts brim with longing today. We long for one 

another, for the day when we might gather again as your body, 

around your table of grace. We long for your table, spread out for 

us in this wilderness, where we feast on the abundance of your 

house and drink from your river of delights. We long for you, for 

your presence in the Supper. For your body broken and your blood 

poured out alone can strengthen our hearts and satisfy our thirst. 

But until the day of our joyous reunion, teach us to lament this 

absence in our lives. Teach us to long for you, for your church, for 

your kingdom, and for the day of your coming again. For on that 

day you have promised to lead us up the mountain of God where 

we will partake with you, a banquet of rich foods prepared for all 

peoples. 

We pray this in the name of him who is the bread of heaven and 

the cup of salvation. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Closing Hymn:   

#92   “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”  (Vs. 1, 2, 4) 

 
Benediction 


