God Hates Empty Worship

Amos 4:1-10

A Prophets Role: ,

In the fifteenth year of Amaziah the son of Joash, king of Judah, Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel,
began to reign in Samaria, and he reigned forty-one years. And he did what was evil in the sight of the Lord. He
did not depart from all the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which he made Israel to sin. He restored the
border of Israel from Lebo-hamath as far as the Sea of the Arabah, according to the word of the Lord, the God
of Israel, which he spoke by his servant Jonah the son of Amittai, the prophet, who was from Gath-hepher. For
the Lord saw that the affliction of Israel was very bitter, for there was none left, bond or free, and there was
none to help Israel. But the Lord had not said that he would blot out the name of Israel from under heaven, so
he saved them by the hand of Jeroboam the son of Joash. 2 Kings 14:23-27
Judgements against Israel

“Hear this word, you cows of Bashan, who are on the mountain of Samaria, who oppress the poor, who crush
the needy, who say to your husbands, ‘Bring, that we may drink!” The Lord God has sworn by his holiness that,
behold, the days are coming upon you, when they shall take you away with hooks, even the last of you with
fishhooks. Amos 4:1-2

“Woe to those who are at ease in Zion, and to those who feel secure on the mountain of Samaria, the notable

men of the first of the nations, to whom the house of Israel comes! Amos 6:1

“Woe to those who lie on beds of ivory and stretch themselves out on their couches, and eat lambs from the
flock and calves from the midst of the stall, who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp and like David invent for
themselves instruments of music, who drink wine in bowls and anoint themselves with the finest oils, but are not

Amos 6:4-6

grieved over the ruin of Joseph!

Heart of the issue:

Come to Bethel, and transgress; to Gilgal, and multiply transgression; bring your sacrifices every morning, your
tithes every three days; offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving of that which is leavened, and proclaim freewill

offerings, publish them; for so you love to do, O people of Israel!” declares the Lord God. ~ Amos 4:4-5

Bethel and Gilgal were places of worship
“I hate, | despise your feasts, and | take no delight in your solemn assemblies. Even though you offer me your
burnt offerings and grain offerings, | will not accept them; and the peace offerings of your fattened animals, |

will not look upon them. Take away from me the noise of your songs; to the melody of your harps | will not

listen. Amos 5:21-23

Empty worship: y

But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty. For people will be lovers of self,

lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, heartless,

unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not loving good, treacherous, reckless, swollen with
conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power.

Avoid such people. 2Tim 3:1-5

Have you met with God today? Have you met with God this week?

“l gave you cleanness of teeth in all your cities, and lack of bread in all your places, yet you did not return to
me,” declares the Lord.

“l also withheld the rain from you when there were yet three months to the harvest ;| would send rain on one
city, and send no rain on another city; one field would have rain, and the field on which it did not rain would
wither; so two or three cities would wander to another city to drink water, and would not be satisfied; yet you did
not return to me,” declares the Lord.

“I struck you with blight and mildew; your many gardens and your vineyards, your fig trees and your olive trees
the locust devoured; yet you did not return to me,” declares the Lord.

“l sent among you a pestilence after the manner of Egypt; | killed your young men with the sword,

and carried away your horses, and | made the stench of your camp go up into your nostrils;

Amos 4:6-10

yet you did not return to me,” declares the Lord.

Next Steps:
e Repentand return to God

e Consider how you will meet with God this week, and do it.

Share the good news of Jesus Christ with someone

Additional Resources:

o  Faithlife MobileEd OT 232



