
1  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Is anything too wonderful for our God? 
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WE CENTER OURSELVES ON GOD 
↑An invitation to stand ↓An invitation to sit 

Congregational Responses are in bold. 
Please silence all mobile devices. 

GATHERING MUSIC “Shall We Gather At The River” Lowry 
 
WORDS OF WELCOME  Rev Katie Penick 

 
PRELUDE & MEDITATION “To You, O God, All Creatures Sing” Assisi/Winters* 
 

“Faith is like wi-fi: it is invisible, but it has the power to connect you to what you need.” 
 

~Dan O’Deens~ 

mailto:zionrucc@myactv.net
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CALL TO WORSHIP Responsive 
Strangers visit Abraham and Sarah. 

How wonderful! 
Strangers promise them a child in their old age! 

Too wonderful? 
Strangers leave Abraham and Sarah to wait and ponder: 

“Is anything too wonderful for God?” 
Let us join together and worship our wonderful God! 

 
CALL TO RECONCILIATION Responsive 
God is always listening, even when we don’t really want to talk. 

God knows our every thought. 
Let us come together in prayer, turning to the One who knows the deepest parts of 
our hearts. 

 
PRAYER OF BROKENNESS Unison 
O God, Every day we do something that strains our relationship with you. We 
listen to gossip, we yell at those we love the most, we lie about something we’ve 
done, and we let a homeless person pass by without helping. Every day we do 
something that we know we shouldn’t. Some days, we try to excuse our 
behavior—and sometimes we almost convince ourselves—but not really. 
Forgive us, God, for our inhumanity. Amen. 

 
WORDS OF BLESSING Rev Katie Penick 

 
~ Silence is kept ~ 

 
LORD’S PRAYER Unison 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power 
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
GATHERING HYMN “Fairest Lord Jesus” German Hymn/Silesian Folk Melody
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WE LISTEN AND REFLECT 

READING FROM THE BIBLE 
 
HEBREW LESSON Genesis 18:1-15 and 21:1-7 
Lector Rae Smith: The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at 
the entrance of his tent in the heat of the day. He looked up and saw three men 
standing near him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet them, 
and bowed down to the ground. He said, ‘My lord, if I find favor with you, do not 
pass by your servant. Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest 
yourselves under the tree. Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh yourselves, 
and after that you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.’ So they said, 
‘Do as you have said.’ And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, ‘Make 
ready quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make cakes.’ Abraham ran 
to the herd, and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened 
to prepare it. Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set  
it before them; and he stood by them under the tree while they ate. They said to him, 
‘Where is your wife Sarah?’ And he said, ‘There, in the tent.’ Then one said, ‘I will 
surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son.’ And Sarah 
was listening at the tent entrance behind him. Now Abraham and Sarah were old, 
advanced in age; it had ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of women. So Sarah 
laughed to herself, saying, ‘After I have grown old, and my husband is old, shall I have 
pleasure?’ The Lord said to Abraham, ‘Why did Sarah laugh, and say, “Shall I indeed 
bear a child, now that I am old?” Is anything too wonderful for the Lord? At the set 
time I will return to you, in due season, and Sarah shall have a son.’ But Sarah denied, 
saying, ‘I did not laugh’; for she was afraid. He said, ‘Oh yes, you did laugh.’ 
The LORD dealt with Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did for Sarah as he had 
promised. Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the time of 
which God had spoken to him. Abraham gave the name Isaac to his son whom Sarah 
bore him. And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as 
God had commanded him. Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was 
born to him. Now Sarah said, “God has brought laughter for me; everyone who hears 
will laugh with me.” And she said, “Who would ever have said to Abraham that Sarah 
would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.” 

 
VIDEO REFLECTION “Our Great God” Freebridge Media 
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GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 9:35-10:23 
Lector Rev Katie Penick: Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in 
their synagogues, and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing every 
disease and every sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, 
because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said 
to his disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore, ask the 
Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.’ Then Jesus summoned his 
twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to 
cure every disease and every sickness. These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, 
Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his  
brother John; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax-collector; James 
son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one 
who betrayed him. These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: ‘Go 
nowhere among the Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, but go rather to 
the lost sheep of the house of Israel. As you go, proclaim the good news, “The 
kingdom of heaven has come near.” Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, 
cast out demons. You received without payment; give without payment. Take no gold, 
or silver, or copper in your belts, no bag for your journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or 
a staff; for laborers deserve their food. Whatever town or village you enter, find out 
who in it is worthy, and stay there until you leave. As you enter the house, greet it. If 
the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it; but if it is not worthy, let your peace 
return to you. If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake off the 
dust from your feet as you leave that house or town. Truly I tell you, it will be more 
tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that 
town. “See, I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so be wise as 
serpents and innocent as doves. Beware of them, for they will hand you over to 
councils and flog you in their synagogues; and you will be dragged before governors 
and kings because of me, as a testimony to them and the Gentiles. When they hand 
you over, do not worry about how you are to speak or what you are to say; for what 
you are to say will be given to you at that time; for it is not you who speak, but the 
Spirit of your Father speaking through you. Brother will betray brother to death, and a 
father his child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to death; and 
you will be hated by all because of my name. But the one who endures to the end will 
be saved. When they persecute you in one town, flee to the next; for truly I tell you, 
you will not have gone through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes. 

 
MESSAGE IS ANYTHING TOO WONDERFUL FOR OUR GOD? 

 Rev. Katie Penick 
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SPECIAL MUSIC “For Everyone Born, A Place At The Table” Murray/True

WE GO IN PEACE 

↓BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE  “Amazing Grace” Assisi/Winters* 
 

WE DEPART TO SERVE 
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  NOTICES  
Prayer Needs: Kelly Bedard, Holly Bell, Linda Cantilena, Derrice Combs, Kim Cook, 
Ruth Dwyer, Elan Foutch, Mike Heyser, Jeanne France Hvidding, Ann Kalinoski, 
Anne Kaylor, Mike Lorfing, David Ridenour, Scherry Sellers, Diana Shafer, Staci 
Shafer, Kathy Wallech. 

 
Happy Anniversary! Anissa & Doug Wade’s is the 19th. 

 
Records from the week of Sunday, June 7: Offering: $2,741.50 (General: $2,169.00; 
Facility Rentals: $472.50; Ridenour memorial: $100.00). YouTube Online Service 
Views: 39 views last week. 

 
  STAFF  
Church Office Hours are Monday through Friday 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon. Rev. Katie 
Penick, Interim Minister (240)418-8028; Susan Younkins, Church Administrator/ 
Financial Recording Secretary; Lisa Saum, Treasurer; Claire Marie Moblard, Director 
of Music/Organist; Byron L. Stay, Choir Director. 

 
  OUR MISSION STATEMENT  
The mission of this congregation is to worship God, to preach the gospel of Jesus 
Christ and to celebrate the sacraments, to share Christian fellowship and unity within 
the congregation and the community, to render loving service toward all people, to 
strive for righteousness, justice and peace, and to grow in spirit and in membership. 
(Adapted from 1987/Approved Nov. 7, 2000) 
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Gathering Music: “Shall We Gather at the River,” Lyrics and Tune by Robert Lowry (1864), ©Public 
Domain. Performed by Clyde McLennan of Small Church Music (www.smallchurchmusic.com). All rights 
reserved, used with permission. 

 

Words of Welcome: Spoken by Rev Katie Penick, Zion Reformed UCC Interim Minister, all rights reserved. 
 

Opening Prayer: Spoken by Rev Katie Penick, all rights reserved. 
 

Prelude: “To You, O God, All Creatures Sing” The New Century Hymnal, ©1995, song #17.  
Lyrics by St. Francis of Assisi (1225), ©Public Domain. Words adapted by Miriam Therese Winter (1993), 
word adaptations ©1993 by Medical Mission Sisters. Tune “Lasst Uns Erfreuen” from Geistliche 
Kirchengesäng (1623). Harmonized by Ralph Vaughan Williams, ©1906 by the Oxford University Press from 
The English Hymnal, and descant ©1993 by The Pilgrim Press. Performed by Claire Marie Moblard, Zion 
Reformed Director of Worship. All rights reserved, used with permission. 
 

Meditation: Quote by Dan O’Deens, all rights reserved. 
 

Call to Worship: Spoken by Rev Katie Penick (“One”) and Rae Smith (“All”) of Zion Reformed UCC. Used 
with permission, all rights reserved. 

 

Call to Reconciliation: Spoken by Rev Katie Penick (“One”) and Rae Smith (“All”) of Zion Reformed UCC. 
Used with permission, all rights reserved. 
 

Prayer of Brokenness: Led by Rev Katie Penick, used with permission, all rights reserved. 
 

Words of Blessing: Spoken by Rev Katie Penick of Zion Reformed UCC. Used with permission, all rights 
reserved. 
 

Lord’s Prayer: Traditional Version, spoken by Rev Katie Penick. Used with permission, all rights reserved. 
 

Gathering Hymn: “Fairest Lord Jesus,” Song #182 from The Hymnal (1977), ©1941, renewed 1968 by Eden 
Publishing House. Lyrics by Anonymous (17th Century German Hymn), ©Public Domain. Tune “Schönster 
Herr Jesu (Crusader’s Hymn 111271) derived from a Silesian Folk Melody, ©Public Domain. Verses 1-3 
translated by Richard S. Willis (1850) and verse 4 by Joseph A. Seiss, ©Public Domain. Performed by Claire 
Marie Moblard, Organist/Director of Music at Zion Reformed UCC. All rights reserved, used with 
permission. 
 

Hebrew Lesson Lector: Rae Smith reading from the NRSV Bible. All rights reserved, used with permission. 
Retrieved from Bible Gateway (www.biblegateway.com). 

 
Video Reflection: “Our Great God And King” by Freebridge Media, licensed through Skit Guys 
(https://skitguys.com). 
 

Gospel Lesson Lector: Rev Katie Penick reading from the NRSV Bible. All rights reserved, used with 
permission. Retrieved from Bible Gateway (www.biblegateway.com). 

 

CREDITS 

http://www.smallchurchmusic.com/
http://www.biblegateway.com/
https://skitguys.com/
http://www.biblegateway.com/
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Message: "Is Anything Too Wonderful For Our God?” written and delivered by Rev Katie Penick, all rights 
reserved. 

 

Special Music: “For Everyone Born, A Place At The Table” Lyrics by Shirley E. Murray, ©1998 by Hope 
Publishing Company, 380 S Main Pl, Carol Stream, IL 60188. Tune and Vocals by Lori True, ©2001 GIA 
Publications, Inc. Slide show arranged by Michael Jones of Connections Six Eight UCC.  
 

Benediction: Delivered by Rev Katie Penick, all rights reserved. 
 

Postlude: "Amazing Grace” Stanzas 1-4 lyrics by John Newton (1779) and stanza 5 (c. 1790) by Anonymous, 
©Public Domain. Tune “New Britain” by Anonymous (1829), source Virginia Harmony (1831), derived from 
an Appalachia Folk Tune, ©Public Domain. Arrangement by Edwin O. Excell (1900), ©Public Domain. 
Performed by Claire Marie Moblard, Director of Music at Zion Reformed UCC. All rights reserved, used with 
permission. 

 

Credits: “Kiss The Sky” Performed by Aakash Gandhi. Retrieved from YouTube Audio Library.                          
All rights reserved, used with permission. 

 

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible (https://nrsvbibles.org), ©1989 by the 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America. All rights reserved, used with permission. 

 

Green Abstract Background and Video Thumbnail Image from Adobe Stock licensed to Michael Jones. 
All rights reserved, used with permission. 

 

Clip Art used in this production from Clip-Art Library (http://clipart-library.com), all rights reserved: 
Icon #2531853 (building repair)  Icon #234536 (reminder) 
Icon #166094 (parking lot)   Icon #2863296 (look-out) 
Icon #2921040 (joyful noise)   Icon #1478211 (church building) 
Icon #1475143 (hymn time)     
 

Produced and Edited by Michael Jones of Connections Six Eight UCC in partnership with Zion Reformed 
UCC. All rights reserved.  
 
 
 
 
 

©Zion Reformed United Church of Christ, All Rights Reserved. 
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