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Here is the link to the pre-recorded service: 
https://youtu.be/R8Pgfe7uFIM  

 
GRACIOUS GROWTH, BOUNTIFUL HARVEST 
 
AS WE GATHER 
Plants in God’s good earth respond to the showers He sends, producing plants for pasture and crops for 
harvest. In the psalm, David says it is as if “the meadows clothe themselves with flocks, the valleys deck 
themselves with grain, they shout and sing together for joy.” It is all natural, and so is our producing fruit for 
God as His Word works through us. That God works through us sinners is all grace; if we but hear the Word 
and let the Spirit give us understanding, a bountiful harvest will follow. Jesus likens it to seeds producing yields 
of up to a hundredfold. But we are no mere plants, as Paul points out in the Epistle. Because we have been 
adopted by our heavenly Father, we are brothers and sisters of Christ, the children of God, calling out to Him, 
“Abba! Father!” Our growth in faith is indeed by the grace of God, and to Him belongs all the credit for the 
bountiful harvest He reaps through us. 

 

+ PREPARATION + 

 
INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Isaiah 55:11–12; Psalm 32:5; 124:8; Matthew 13:23; Romans 8:16 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
  

P In the today’s Epistle, Paul reminds us that “the Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that 
we are children of God.” Let us therefore go to our gracious heavenly Father, confessing our 
sins. 

  
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
  

P In the Old Testament Reading, God promises, “My word . . . shall not return to Me empty; it shall 
accomplish . . . and shall succeed.” 

C But we do not trust You in all things. We have sinned in thought, word, and deed. Forgive 
us, heavenly Father. 

  

P Then God tells us, “You shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace.” 

C But we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. Hear us, free us, and lead us in paths 
pleasing to You, heavenly Father. 

  

P In the Gospel, our Lord explains that “the one who hears the word and understands it . . . bears 
fruit.” By the grace of God, we believe and understand that Jesus, the Word of God in the flesh, 
succeeded in destroying death and rising victorious for us. For His sake, God forgives us and 
uses us to bear fruit for Him. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. May the Word 
planted inside you produce a great harvest for our gracious Lord. 

C Amen. Thanks be to God! 

https://youtu.be/R8Pgfe7uFIM


  
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE Gulseths 
 

+ WORD + 

 
KYRIE 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy on us. 

P O Christ, 

C have mercy on us. 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy on us, and give us Your peace. Amen. 
 
SALUTATION 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 
Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning, 

 grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them 
 that we may embrace and ever hold fast 

C the blessed hope of everlasting life; 

P through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 55:10–13 

10“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 
 and do not return there but water the earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, 
 giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
 it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
 and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
12“For you shall go out in joy 
 and be led forth in peace; 
the mountains and the hills before you 
 shall break forth into singing, 
 and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
 instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
and it shall make a name for the LORD, 
 an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



  
PSALM Psalm 65; antiphon: v. 5 

P By awesome deeds You answer us with righteousness, O God of our salvation, 
the hope of all the ends of the earth and of the farthest seas. 
Praise is due to You, O God, in Zion, and to You shall vows be performed. 

C O You who hear prayer, to You shall all flesh come. 
  

P When iniquities prevail against me, You atone for our transgressions. 

C Blessed is the one You choose and bring near, to dwell in Your courts! 
We shall be satisfied with the goodness of Your house, 
the holiness of Your temple! 

  

P By awesome deeds You answer us with righteousness, O God of our salvation, 
the hope of all the ends of the earth and of the farthest seas; 

C the one who by His strength established the mountains, being girded with might; 
who stills the roaring of the seas, 
the roaring of their waves, the tumult of the peoples, 

  

P so that those who dwell at the ends of the earth are in awe at Your signs. 

C You make the going out of the morning and the evening to shout for joy. 
  

P You visit the earth and water it; You greatly enrich it; 

C the river of God is full of water; You provide their grain, for so You have prepared it. 
  

P You water its furrows abundantly, settling its ridges, 

C softening it with showers, and blessing its growth. 
  

P You crown the year with Your bounty; 

C Your wagon tracks overflow with abundance. 
  

P The pastures of the wilderness overflow, 

C the hills gird themselves with joy, 
  

P the meadows clothe themselves with flocks, 
the valleys deck themselves with grain, 

C they shout and sing together for joy. 
By awesome deeds You answer us with righteousness, O God of our salvation, 
the hope of all the ends of the earth and of the farthest seas. 

  
 
EPISTLE Romans 8:12–17 
 12So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 13For if you live 
according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will 
live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15For you did not receive the spirit of 
slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, 
“Abba! Father!” 16The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if 
children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order 
that we may also be glorified with him. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



  
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2And great crowds gathered 
about him, so that he got into a boat and sat down. And the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And he 
told them many things in parables, saying: “A sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds 
fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured them. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where 
they did not have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of soil, 6but 
when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they had no root, they withered away. 7Other 
seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and 
produced grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9He who has ears, let him hear. . . . 
 18“Hear then the parable of the sower: 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not 
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is what 
was sown along the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the 
word and immediately receives it with joy, 21yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and 
when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away. 22As for 
what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the 
deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 23As for what was sown on good soil, 
this is the one who hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a 
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ.  
 
761 ROCK OF AGES, CLEFT FOR ME 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 



 
SERMON 
 
CATECHISM Explanation of the Third Article 

C I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or 
come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His 
gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith. 
 
In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian Church 
on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. 
 
In this Christian Church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all 
believers. 
 
On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all 
believers in Christ. 
 
This is most certainly true. 

  
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P We use today’s psalm as we pray for the Church around the world and all people in their various 
circumstance. 
 
David writes, “O You who hears prayer, to You shall all flesh come.” Let us pray for those near 
and dear to us, [especially . . .], who call to God in their distress. 

C Heavenly Father, visit, relieve, restore, and console them in Your mercy, and use us to 
help meet their needs. 

  

P David writes, “When iniquities prevail against me, You atone for our transgressions.” Let us pray 
for all who are wrongly accused or imprisoned by corrupt court systems. 

C Lord of the nations, give them justice, clear their names, and free them; move 
governments to make reforms where they are needed. 

  

P And let us pray for those who have acted rashly, destroyed relationships, or run afoul of civil 
laws. 

C Lord Jesus, provide them opportunities and faithful counselors that they hear of Your 
mercy, repent, and repair their broken lives. 

  

P David writes, “We shall be satisfied with the goodness of Your house, the holiness of Your 
temple.” Let us pray for the Church here and around the world. 

C O Holy Spirit, bless, protect, and guide Your people as they proclaim the Gospel, and 
invite one and all to the joys of Your mercy, forgiveness, and love. 

  

P David writes, “By awesome deeds You answer us with righteousness.” Let us pray for all who 
make, administer, and adjudicate their nation’s laws and seek peace across borders, and for all 
who serve their communities and nations by putting themselves in harm’s way. 

C Lord Jesus, raise up good and righteous people in positions of power, and give protection 
and courage to those having to make sudden decisions. 

  



P David writes, “You visit the earth and water it; You greatly enrich it.” Let us pray for all who tend 
the soil, transport crops, and distribute food where it is needed. 

C Gracious God, send rain and sun to farms, protection to pilots and drivers, and guidance 
for those who manage markets; through their efforts grant that all the hungry be fed. 

  

P David writes, “You crown the year with Your bounty.” Let us pray for those who are unemployed 
or underemployed, those who lack adequate clothing or shelter, and all burdened with financial 
debt. 

C O Holy Spirit, open doors of opportunity so that they may provide for themselves and 
their families, rejoicing in all Your good gifts. 

  

P Into Your hands, heavenly Father, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in 
Your mercy for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
OFFERING 
 
BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 
  



921 ON WHAT HAS NOW BEEN SOWN 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 
  
 
 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 3. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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Prayers 
 

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving  

Prayers of thanks for Christine Guenthner, Seth Schneider and Tim Schut who are celebrating 

their birthdays this week.  

 

Prayers of Comfort and Healing 

For all who suffer from anxiety and depression.  

Prayers for comfort and understanding for all those who are battling cancer. 

Comfort and healing for all those sick with Covid-19, especially Barbara, the sister of member Carol 

Thornton. And for those grieving the loss of someone due to this disease.  

 

Other Prayers 

Safety for all who are traveling. 

All who serve in our armed forces and their families. 

 
 

 

Can we pray for you? Share your prayer requests by email at office@concordiapullman.org 

or fill out one of the white cards in the pews and place it in the offering plate. 
 
 



 Announcements: 
 

Family Fun Day at Lutherhaven 
Want a fun day at camp? Join us at Lutherhaven on Sunday, July 19! 
 
Begin the day with worship, then jump into your favorite camp classics: archery, swimming 
and canoeing, games, hikes, ropes course, crafts, all done in creative, new, safe and socially 

distanced ways!        

 
Bring your own sack lunch and enjoy a picnic lunch with a view. All youth must be 
accompanied by an adult 18 years or older. 
 
Only $8/person, and children 4 and under are free. 
 
Register for July 19th here: https://www.lutherhaven.com/camp-lutherhaven-summer-day-events/ 

 
 
 

Summer of Scripture 
This Year’s Summer of Scripture reading program will focus on Romans. Reading plans are 
available in the weekly email newsletter and on Facebook. If you don’t already receive the 
weekly email and would like to be added to the list let Jodie know at 
jodie.stahlecker@concordiapullman.org  
 
 

Painting Volunteers 
Painters needed weekly. The prep work has been done. Just head upstairs and look for the 
plastic sheets and blue tape. No need to call anyone first. Thank you! Properties Board. 
 
 
 

https://www.lutherhaven.com/camp-lutherhaven-summer-day-events/
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