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DO YOU BEGRUDGE MY GENEROSITY?
AS WE GATHER
A part of us expects justice from God. We think that fairness ought to reign—that each of us should get what we
deserve. But this is a dead end. God does not give us what we deserve but acts with mercy and grace beyond
belief. He is scandalously generous and lavish with us—giving us what we do not deserve and have not earned. We
are tempted to ask God for equity and what we deserve, but God is determined to give us so much more in Christ.
Only in faith can we learn to let God be God, to honor His generosity with the only response He desires: faith and
thanksgiving. Today we pray the Lord to break through to our hearts and minds with His abundant grace and to
rejoice that He is more than fair—He is merciful!

+ PREPARATION +
OPENING SENTENCES
P Hide not Your face from me.
C Turn not Your servant away in anger,
P O You who have been my help.
C Cast me not off; forsake me not, O God of my salvation!
744 AMAZING GRACE

Tune and text: Public domain

Psalm 27:9

sts. 1–5

INVOCATION
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P Let us confess our sins to God our Father.
C I, a poor sinner, plead guilty before God of all sins. I have lived as if God did not matter
and as if I mattered most. My Lord’s name I have not honored as I should; my worship and
prayers have faltered. I have not let His love have its way with me, and so my love for
others has failed. There are those whom I have hurt, and those whom I have failed to help.
My thoughts and desires have been soiled with sin.
P
C

Is this your sincere confession?
I am sorry for all my sins, and I ask for grace that I may do better. Amen.

P

As you believe, so let it be. Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of
the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C
P
C

May He who began this good work in you bring it to completion at the day of our Lord Jesus
Christ. The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.

The congregation exchanges the peace of the Lord.

+ WORD +
+ HOLY BAPTISM +
(When candidates are unable to speak for themselves, the sponsors answer the questions on their behalf.)
(Stand)

P

Dearly beloved, Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew, “All authority in heaven and
on earth has been given to Me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” In the last chapter of Mark our Lord
promises, “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved.” And the apostle Peter has written,
“Baptism now saves you.”
The Word of God also teaches that we are all conceived and born sinful and are under the power
of the devil until Christ claims us as His own. We would be lost forever unless delivered from sin,
death, and everlasting condemnation. But the Father of all mercy and grace has sent His Son
Jesus Christ, who atoned for the sin of the whole world, that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have eternal life.
(The pastor addresses each candidate:)

P
R

How are you named?
[Name]
(The pastor makes the sign of the holy cross upon the forehead and heart of each candidate while saying:)

P

[Name], receive the sign of the holy cross both upon your T forehead and upon your T heart to
mark you as one redeemed by Christ the crucified.

P

Let us pray.
Almighty and eternal God, according to Your strict judgment You condemned the unbelieving
world through the flood, yet according to Your great mercy You preserved believing Noah and his
family, eight souls in all. You drowned hard-hearted Pharaoh and all his host in the Red Sea, yet
led Your people Israel through the water on dry ground, foreshadowing this washing of Your Holy
Baptism. Through the Baptism in the Jordan of Your beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, You
sanctified and instituted all waters to be a blessed flood and a lavish washing away of sin.

C

We pray that You would behold [name(s)] according to Your boundless mercy and bless
[him/her/them] with true faith by the Holy Spirit, that through this saving flood all sin in
[him/her/them], which has been inherited from Adam and which [he himself / she herself / they
themselves] [has/have] committed since, would be drowned and die. Grant that [he/she/they] be
kept safe and secure in the holy ark of the Christian Church, being separated from the multitude
of unbelievers and serving Your name at all times with a fervent spirit and a joyful hope, so that,
with all believers in Your promise, [he/she/they] would be declared worthy of eternal life; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

P

From ancient times the Church has observed the custom of appointing sponsors for baptismal
candidates and catechumens. In the Evangelical Lutheran Church sponsors are to confess the
faith expressed in the Apostles’ Creed and taught in the Small Catechism. They are, whenever
possible, to witness the Baptism of those they sponsor. They are to pray for them, support them
in their ongoing instruction and nurture in the Christian faith, and encourage them toward the
faithful reception of the Lord’s Supper. They are at all times to be examples to them of the holy
life of faith in Christ and love for the neighbor.

P
R

Is it your intention to serve [name of candidate(s)] as sponsors in the Christian faith?
Yes, with the help of God.

P
C

God enable you both to will and to do this faithful and loving work and with His grace fulfill what
we are unable to do.
Amen.

P

Hear the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark.
They brought young children to [Jesus] that He might touch them; but the disciples rebuked
those who brought them. But when Jesus saw it, He was greatly displeased and said to them,
“Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of God.
Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will by no
means enter it.” And He took them up in His arms, put His hands on them, and blessed them.

P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(The pastor places his hands on the head(s) of the candidate(s), and the congregation joins in praying:)

LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
(Sit)
(The pastor addresses the candidate(s) and asks the following questions:)

P
R
P
R
P
R

[Name(s)], do you renounce the devil?
Yes, I renounce him.
Do you renounce all his works?
Yes, I renounce them.
Do you renounce all his ways?
Yes, I renounce them.

P
R

Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth?
Yes, I believe.

P

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; He
descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven and
sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He will come to judge the living
and the dead?
Yes, I believe.

R
P
R

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting?
Yes, I believe.

P
R

[Name,] do you desire to be baptized?
Yes, I do.
(The pastor pours water three times on the head of each candidate while saying:)

P
C

[Name], I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(The pastor places his hands on the head of the newly baptized while saying:)

P
C

The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new birth of water
and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with His grace to life T
everlasting.
Amen.
(The pastor may place a white garment on the newly baptized while saying:)

P

Receive this white garment to show that you have been clothed with the robe of Christ’s
righteousness that covers all your sin. So shall you stand without fear before the judgment seat
of Christ to receive the inheritance prepared for you from the foundation of the world.
(The pastor may light a baptismal candle from the paschal candle and give it to the newly baptized while saying:)

P

Receive this burning light to show that you have received Christ who is the Light of the world.
Live always in the light of Christ, and be ever watchful for His coming, that you may meet Him
with joy and enter with Him into the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which shall have
no end.
(The newly baptized may be welcomed with the following:)
(Stand)

P

C

Let us pray.
Almighty and most merciful God and Father, we thank and praise You that You graciously
preserve and enlarge Your family and have granted [name(s)] the new birth in Holy Baptism and
made [him/her/them] [a member / members] of Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and [an heir /
heirs] of Your heavenly kingdom. We humbly implore You that, as [he/she/they] [has/have] now
become Your [child/children], You would keep [him/her/them] in [his/her/their] baptismal grace,
that according to Your good pleasure [he/she/they] may faithfully grow to lead a godly life to the
praise and honor of Your holy name and finally, with all Your saints, obtain the promised
inheritance in heaven; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

P
C

Peace T be with you.
Amen.
(All return to their places.)

SALUTATION
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray.
C Lord God, heavenly Father, since we cannot stand before You relying on anything we
have done, help us trust in Your abiding grace and live according to Your Word; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING
6“Seek the LORD while he may be found;
call upon him while he is near;
7let the wicked forsake his way,
and the unrighteous man his thoughts;
let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
8For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD.
9For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.”
L
C

Isaiah 55:6–9

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM

Psalm 27:1–9; antiphon: v. 4a

P The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The LORD is the stronghold of my life;
of whom shall I be afraid?
C When evildoers assail me to eat up my flesh, my adversaries and foes, it is they who
stumble and fall.
P Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; though war arise against me, yet I
will be confident.
C One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: that I may dwell in the house of
the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to inquire in his
temple.
P For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; he will conceal me under the cover of his
tent; he will lift me high upon a rock.
C And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all around me, and I will offer in his
tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; I will sing and make melody to the LORD.
P Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud; be gracious to me and answer me!
C You have said, “Seek my face.” My heart says to you, “Your face, LORD, do I seek.”
P Hide not your face from me. Turn not your servant away in anger, O you who have been my help.
Cast me not off; forsake me not, O God of my salvation!
EPISTLE
Philippians 1:12–14, 19–30
12I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the
gospel, 13so that it has become known throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the rest that my
imprisonment is for Christ. 14And most of the brothers, having become confident in the Lord by my
imprisonment, are much more bold to speak the word without fear. . . .
19for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out for
my deliverance, 20as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but that
with full courage now as always Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by death. 21For
to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me.
Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. 23I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart
and be with Christ, for that is far better. 24But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your
account. 25Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all, for your progress and

joy in the faith, 26so that in me you may have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my
coming to you again.
27Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you
or am absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by
side for the faith of the gospel, 28and not frightened in anything by your opponents. This is a clear sign
to them of their destruction, but of your salvation, and that from God. 29For it has been granted to you
that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake, 30engaged in
the same conflict that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.
L
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE
VERSE

Ephesians 2:8

Alleluia. By grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of
God. Alleluia.
HOLY GOSPEL
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twentieth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
1[Jesus

Matthew 20:1–16

said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day, he
sent them into his vineyard. 3And going out about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the
marketplace, 4and to them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you.’
5So they went. Going out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. 6And about
the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand
here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the
vineyard too.’ 8And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the
laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.’ 9And when those hired
about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius. 10Now when those hired first came,
they thought they would receive more, but each of them also received a denarius. 11And on receiving
it they grumbled at the master of the house, 12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have
made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13But he
replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius?
14Take what belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to you. 15Am I not
allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ 16So the
last will be first, and the first last.”
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

686 COME, THOU FOUNT OF EVERY BLESSING

Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P Lord God, You have promised to hear the prayers of Your people, and so we come to You this
day offering You petitions and supplications for all manner and needs of people.

C

You have invited us to seek Your face and to call upon You while You are near. Lord, grant to us
such confidence in Your grace and favor that we seek Your wisdom, walk in Your ways, and
delight in Your gift of salvation with thanksgiving in our hearts. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

P
C
P
C
P

C
P

C
P

C
P

C
P
C

We delight in dwelling in Your house, O Lord. Bless Your Church and those who minister to us in
Your name. Guide them to preach faithfully the whole counsel of Your Word so that we be
steadfast in faith in the face of temptation, threat, and trial. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You have placed in our ears Your Word and in our hearts Your Spirit, O Lord. Grant that we learn
to follow Your Word and live holy, upright, and honorable lives that reflect Your goodness and
show forth the fruit of the Spirit in all we say and do. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You are our light and our salvation and in You we rest our fears. Lord, grant Your aid, comfort,
and strength to all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. Be especially with the sick for whom we
pray this day, [especially . . .]. Heal them in accordance with Your will and sustain them through
their afflictions until the perfect healing comes in heaven. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Your power is greater than all and Your mercy is without limit. Lord, look with compassion upon
our world of violence and terror. Bless those who govern here and everywhere that they protect
the weak, promote the cause of virtue, administer justice to the criminal, and act with mercy
toward those in need. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You have given us a place at Your Son’s Table and grace to receive His very body and blood.
Lord, grant that we come with repentance and faith to receive all that Christ has accomplished for
our salvation in this blessed communion with the bread of heaven and the cup of salvation. Lord,
in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You have shown us generosity greater than we deserve, O Lord. Silence our complaints when
we would question Your mercy, and teach us to be satisfied by Your grace in all that we need for
this mortal life and find contentment in God’s promise of the life to come. Teach us to rejoice over
every sinner who repents and for everyone who comes to You in faith. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
All these and whatsoever other things we need, we ask You to grant us in the name of Jesus, our
Lord. Into Your hands, O gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your
mercy for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

OFFERING
BENEDICTION
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.

YET NOT I BUT THROUGH CHRIST IN ME
1 What gift of grace is Jesus my redeemer
There is no more for heaven now to give
He is my joy, my righteousness, and freedom
My steadfast love, my deep and boundless peace
To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus
For my life is wholly bound to his
Oh how strange and divine, I can sing: all is mine!
Yet not I, but through Christ in me
2

The night is dark but I am not forsaken
For by my side, the Savior He will stay
I labor on in weakness and rejoicing
For in my need, His power is displayed
To this I hold, my Shepherd will defend me
Through the deepest valley He will lead
Oh the night has been won, and I shall overcome!
Yet not I, but through Christ in me

3

No fate I dread, I know I am forgiven
The future sure, the price it has been paid
For Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon
And He was raised to overthrow the grave
To this I hold, my sin has been defeated
Jesus now and ever is my plea
Oh, the chains are released, I can sing: I am free!
Yet not I, but through Christ in me

4

With every breath I long to follow Jesus
For He has said that He will bring me home
And day by day I know He will renew me
Until I stand with joy before the throne
To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus
All the glory evermore to Him
When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat:
Yet not I, but through Christ in me!

Ending
When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat:
Yet not I, but through Christ in me!
Yet not I, but through Christ in me!
Text: © 2018 City Alight Used by Permission. CCLI License # 11135304. Used by permission: CCLI no. 11135304

DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 4. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing House.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Prayers
Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Prayers of thanks for Samantha Schertenleib who is celebrating her birthday this week.
Thanksgiving for Bob and Carol Thornton’s two new great grandchildren Riley and Raylen.

Prayers of Comfort and Healing
For all who suffer from anxiety and depression.
Prayers for comfort and understanding for all those who are battling cancer.
Healing for Karen Schuster who was experiencing cognitive issues and is now improving.
For Rita Summerson (and Paul & Baby) as she is preeclamptic with erratic blood pressure and her
gestational diabetes has caused the baby to grow larger than normal. She is scheduled to be induced
on Monday.
Healing for all those who have Covid.

Other Prayers
Safety for all who are traveling.
All who serve in our armed forces and their families.
For all who are affected by wildfires.

Can we pray for you? Share your prayer requests by email at office@concordiapullman.org
or fill out one of the white cards in the pews and place it in the offering plate.

