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TALKING ABOUT  
God’s Ten Commandments*
THE SEVENTH COMMANDMENT 
You shall not steal.    

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN? 
This means that we should fear and love 
God so that we do not rob our neighbor 
of his money or property, nor bring them 
into our possession by unfair dealing or 
fraud, but help him improve and protect 
his property and right to make a living. 

84  Why has God given you this commandment? 
God has given me this commandment so that both my neighbor and I 
may live free of the fear of having my possessions taken from me. 

85  What is the source of money and possessions? 

God gives me money and possessions through honest work, 
investment, discovery, gifts, and inheritance. 
1 Corinthians 10:26 For “the earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof.” 

86  How should you use money and possessions? 

I should use money and possessions as a faithful manager of the things 
God has given to me and remember that I am always accountable to 
Him. 

87  What does it mean to steal? 

1.  I steal when I take even the smallest possession without the owner’s permission or knowledge. 
2.  I steal when I hold back what may be due anyone. 
Leviticus 19:3   “You shall not oppress your neighbor or rob him. The wages of a hired worker shall not remain with you all night until the 
morning. 

James 5:4   Behold, the wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back by fraud, are crying out against you, and the 
cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts.     

           Scriptures are noted in the English Standard Version

A Verse to 
Remember

You shall not steal.  
Exodus 20:15  ESV

* in the  Explanation 
of Luther's Small 
Catechism. 

If	you	don’t	have	a	copy	talk	to	
Pastor	Roger.	
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