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together every Sunday. I know Christians who feel anti
-mask people are cruelly inconsiderate of other peo-
ple’s health, and I know Christians who feel pro-mask
people are tacitly accepting a new tyranny. And they sit
in the pews together (virtually now, in many cases)
every Sunday. People from both sides of each of these
issues are reading this list, taking their side on each is-
sue, and nodding their head at the characterization of
the other side while disagreeing with the characteriza-
tion of their side.

For the nation, the tug of
war will not end with one
side accepting the other’s
victory. The ideological gap
is too wide when giving in
means living under ideolo-
gies that are abhorrent. I don’t know how far down the
road the finish line will be crossed, but asof this year
the march toward a national breakup seems to be
well underway. If we don’t turn the ship around, we in
the church are heading to the exact same fate. Our uni-
ty is in the process of being shattered as we take sides
on every single news issue.

I hope we can agree on one thing to this point: we can-
not move forward this way. To any Christian who has
ever read John 17, the existence of this kind of distrust
and dislike of each other within the church family
should be a stomach-turning, tear-inducing, heartbreak-
ing thought. Jesus commanded us to love each other
with His brand of self-sacrificial love, and yet here we
are dividing over politics. John told us that if we hate
our brother then we can’t say we love God, and yet we
have Christians posting about how stupid their fellow
Christians are. Something has to change.

So what’s the solution? Let’s explore a few options.

“We just need to set them straight.” Unfortunately,
the people on the other side feel the exact same about
you. On an issue such as masks, for example, Ameri-
ca’s ideological divide means no matter where a person
stands, they can find sources that tell them they are in
the right and everyone else is in the wrong.

“We’re going to have to go our separate ways.” |
have no doubt that some, if given the choice, would
rather drive their ideological opponents out of the
church by their efforts to save America than maintain
the unity of the church even though it might mean
America’s demise. This attitude must be repented of
anywhere it exists. If our plans to ﬁx the world weaken
the church in e 1 :

the process, we |
stand in opposi- &
tion to God and
should have no
expectation of
success.
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Changes to our prayer request:

We are attempting to keep our prayers current
and accurate.

This section of the bulletin will now be used for
immediate prayer request such as surgeries, new
illnesses, injuries etc.

Our midweek newsletter will continue to list all of
our prayer request with any details know about
specific prayer needs.

If you request prayer for someone please pro-
vide frequent updates.

If request are not updated within 30 days request
will be removed from the list unless it is for long
term illnesses.

Upcoming Surgeries:

Florence Lindsay - Knee surgery
September 1st

Carl Chambers - Wound care

\_ /

“We need to listen to each other.” I understand
the sentiment. I’ve pushed for it numerous times
over the last few years. But I no longer believe
we’re in a place where that is a valid strategy any-
more. People who view others as bad people, as a
threat to their family and their way of life, aren’t
interested in hearing each other out. They don’t
seek to spend time together. What are church lead-
ers going to do? Lock people in a room together and
hope it leads to fewer controversial Facebook posts
by the two parties?

“We should just keep our politics to our-
selves.” I’ve also advocated this approach previ-
ously, and I also believe it, too, is now outdated.
The vitriol is such that even if a person isn’t broad-
casting their views, they will inevitably have a
Christian or an evangelistic contact in their life
who will hold opposing views. If the person has
not dialed back their consumption of the good vs.
evil narrative, then it will damage their ability to
love the other.

I’'m going to offer this next point as merely my rec-
ommendation. I don’t offer this authoritatively as
“the way” to reunite us. It’s simply the only way I
see in which we can be faithful and refrain from
splitting the church going forward.
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The answer to the coming politicai C H R IST

split is to begin discipling Chris-

tians — both from the pulpit and especially through
relationships — to have a sense of mission. As Paul
became all things to all men to win some, so must
we (1 Corinthians 9).

To give real world examples, a Christian who is
mission-minded will not broadcast his every opin-
ion on the issues of the day, because he knows it
will alienate some of those around Him. When the
government says you have to wear a mask, you
wear a mask. Is it a gateway to tyranny? Maybe.
But carrying a Roman soldier’s pack a mile was a
hallmark of an established tyranny and Jesus said to
carry it two miles (Matthew 5:41). When the world
says you have to choose between BLM and the po-
lice, the Christian chooses neither. Our churches
can affirm that racism is wrong, and they can affirm
the importance of respecting our authorities, but
that does not mean we must go so far as to take
sides with people who are not on our side.

Our side is the church, and our duty is to side with
each other in the mission of proclaiming Christ. This
precludes us from joining a side in an earthly conflict
that will take precedence over our loyalty to our
church family.

Notice how little socio-political commentary the New
Testament offers, despite dealing with a political sys-
tem that affected the church greatly. The emperors are
hardly named, and almost not discussed at all. That is
not an accident. A mission-minded disciple knows that
our mission is not to build a perfect life here but to
help people first see the eternal. “No soldier in active
service entangles himself in the affairs of everyday
life, so that he may please the one who enlisted him as
a soldier,” said Paul (2 Timothy 2:4). God is not go-
ing to fix the world before He saves it, and we’d be
wasting our time trying to fix it without God’s help.

So, here’s the unpopular part. For the time being, I be-
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contributing to a split that we simply cannot let hap-
pen. It’s my contention that the political climate has
become so toxic and controversial that a Christian can-
not vocally participate without driving a wedge be-
tween them and their fellow man. The news media has
convinced us that the sky is falling every single day.
Social media has convinced us that we have a platform
to do something to keep the sky from falling. Both are
lying to us. All we’re doing is fracturing the church
and driving outsiders away.

Growing up there was a summer in which my brother,
sister, and I were banned from playing Monopoly to-
gether. It wasn’t that my mom had a moral objection to
the game of Monopoly, it was that we couldn’t seem to
play without the situation devolving into a gigantic
fight. “If you can’t play this game without getting mad
at each other, then you’re not going to play at all,” she
ruled. You could rightly say that Monopoly wasn’t the
problem, and that there was a bigger heart problem
that needed to be .

fixed. But since that ‘
wasn’t an overnight §s == 48
fix, the game had to % ;

to prevent the deteri- \.,\
oration of our rela-
tionships in  the
meantime.


https://www.dailywire.com/news/walsh-it-is-time-to-face-the-facts-we-cannot-be-united
https://observer.com/2016/06/the-case-for-american-secession/
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/political-confessional-the-man-who-thinks-the-u-s-is-better-off-as-a-bunch-of-separate-countries/
https://theweek.com/articles/805689/should-chop-america-into-7-different-countries-seriously
https://nymag.com/intelligencer/2018/11/maybe-its-time-for-america-to-split-up.html

