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Without the commitment to stop “piling up re-
grets,” we’ll do one of two things: 1) become a
calloused fool who decides to “live life without
regrets” because the burden of life with them is too
great; or, 2) become so aware of our mountainous
“pile of regrets” that remorse overwhelms us to
disastrous effect, cf. Matthew 27:3-5.

However, there is a third option. We can admit
we’ve been wrong, feel the right way(s) about it,
make our wrong(s) right as best we can, and then
allow regret for our past sins to motivate us to live
differently in the future. Isn’t that what Saul/Paul
of Tarsus did?

He testified to the Sanhedrin Council that he had
lived his life “with a perfectly good conscience
before God up to this very day,” Acts 23:1. He
isn’t saying he had never done anything wrong. At
other times he also confessed to being “the fore-
most of all” sinners (1Timothy 1:15) because he
“persecuted the church of God” (1Corinthians
15:9). Paul didn’t live without regret; he lived
with regret by allowing it to motivate him to live
differently in the future. In fact, he went from be-
ing a persecutor of the gospel and its adherents to
being a preacher of it to make of them, cf. Ephe-
sians 3:8-10 and 1Corinthians 15:10.

The only way to truly live without regret is to
make no mistakes- in mind, in heart, or in body.
Though I can’t speak for you personally, the rest
of us are way past that, Romans 3:10-18,23. So,
we had better learn to live with regrets by doing
something constructive with them... rather than to
just keep piling them up. (Philip C. Strong; South-
port Church of Christ; 7202 Madison Ave, Indian-
apolis, IN 46227; online at southportcofc.org;
email to mrpcstrong@hotmail.com)

We can all relate to regret. We’ve all failed to take full

advantage of opportunities. We've all said and done things we

wish we could take back. You can’t redo the past, but you can
make the future better than your past.
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2 Kgs 20-21

2 Chr 32-33

Nahum 1-3

2Kgs 22-23, 2Chr 34-35
Zeph 1-3

Jer 1-3

Jer 4-6

Chronological Bible
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Rhonda Powell, Cecil Roller, Janice Rowe,
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Jean Clarks Family

Wanda Greene, Eric Lindsay

Nursing Home/Rehab

Lynne Brown, Kim Chambers,

Gail Rubin, Ernesto Sebastia,

Carol Waters, Walter Wheeler

Bereavement:

Shut In

Juanita Murphy, Carl Chambers
\ Art Wilkins /
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NOW THAT’S OPTIMISM

A man approached a little league base-
ball game one afternoon. He asked a boy
in the dugout what the score was. The
boy responded, “Eighteen to nothing—
we’re behind.”

“‘Boy,” said the spectator, “I'll bet you're
discouraged.”

‘Why should | be discouraged?” replied
the little boy. “We haven’t even gotten up
to bat yet!”

—Author Unknown
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Happy is he that has the God of Jacob for his
help, whose hope is in the Lord his God.

— Psalm 146:5
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