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Jesus Christ — The Bible

Head of Church, His Bride B[ Sufficiency of Scripture
(Eph 5:22-30; Col 1:18) (Il Timothy 3:16)
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Body of Christ (I Cor 12:12-31; Eph 4:11-16) 1 Timothy 518, Mathen 18:15-20

Galatians 1
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Church Council Purpose of leaders is to build up body of Christ (I Cor 12-27-31: Eph 4°11-16)

Leaders do not lord it over the church (1 Peter 5.2-3)
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Updated 04-30-2017

FIGURE 1 - CHURCH GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE
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Key Annual Events Timeline

Q2 | Q3 | Q4 ]
Oct | Nov | Dec | Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun |

Q2 Q3 Q4/Annual

Business
Meeting

\ 15t Sun in Mar J

Elections Committee posts Mominating Ballot with
four (4) lay elder, seven (7) deacon and three (3)
member-at-large Election Committee positions

Business
Meeting

Business
Meeting

Q3 Bus Mtg
Augt‘:x’gl:s I“gdue Mominations closed and date set for
. ELLE Annual Bus Mtg in June for elections
on previous fiscal
year's books
End of April

{1) Proposal from each ministry team for next year's
budget due to Stewardship Ministry Team
(2) Recommendations for changes in compensation for
paid church personnel due to Stewardship Ministry Team

Three Sundays Prior to Q4/Annual Bus Mtg
Elections Committee posts ballot with name(s) of nominees with
their written testimonies for each of these positions

At Least One Sunday Prior to Q4/Annual Bus Mtg
Annual reports & proposed annual church budget for next year
available to church membership

\

June - Q4/Annual Bus Mty
(1) Vote for four (4) lay elder, seven (7) deacon and three (3) member-at-
large Election Committee positions
(2) Vote on annual budget for next fiscal year
(3) Receive annual reports from current fiscal year

Updated 08-23-2007

FIGURE 2 — KEY ANNUAL EVENTS TIMELINE
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PREAMBLE

We, the members of Bethany Baptist Church, by the grace of God and for the glory of
God, join ourselves together as a group of believers, who have faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ, and adopt for our government, plan of worship and service, these core beliefs
and articles as our constitution and bylaws.

CORE BELIEFS

Overview

All members are required to adhere to our Core Beliefs without reservation. In addition,
all officers, pastors, staff, teachers, and members of the Elections, Constitution and
Policy, and Pastor Search Committees are required to adhere and to teach only that
which is consistent with the Doctrinal Statement (Appendix A). Our purpose is to lead
the congregation into the fullness of God’s truth. (Unity of faith: Ephesians 4:11-16)

The Bible

We believe the Bible is the written Word of God, revealed by the Holy Spirit through
human authors, and is without error in the original documents. We believe the events
and people are part of actual history. The Bible is absolute truth and the sole standard
by which to determine our beliefs, conduct, and knowledge of right and wrong. It is the
truth by which God brings people into a saving relationship with Himself, and leads them

to Christian maturity. (Word of God: Matthew 4:4; Truth: John 8:31-32; Life: John 20:31; Inspired by
God: Il Timothy 3:16-17; Given by Holy Spirit: Il Peter 1:20-21)

Triune God

We believe there is one God who eternally exists in three distinct persons: Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit. All three are equal in deity and therefore are worthy of our faith, love,
and worship. (One: Deuteronomy 6:4; Trinity: Matthew 28:19; Worthy: | Timothy 1:17)

Father

We believe the Father absolutely reigns over all life and history in the universe.
We rejoice that He concerns Himself in the affairs of people, and that He hears
and answers prayer. He initiated salvation by sending His Son, and He is Father
to those who, by faith, accept the payment for the penalty of their sins made on

the cross by His Son, Jesus Christ. (Answers prayer: Matthew 7:11; Sovereign: Psalm
103:19; Adopts us: Ephesians 1:5; Answers prayer: Philippians 4:6-7; Calls us children: | John
3:1; Knows all: 1 John 3:20; Sent Son: | John 4:9-10; Reigns: Revelation 19:6)

Son

We believe the only Son of God became the man Jesus Christ, who was born of
the virgin Mary. Being fully God and fully man, He revealed God through His
teachings, His miracles, and His sinless life. As a man, He perfectly kept God’s
Law. His death on the cross was sufficient to pay the penalty for the sins of the
whole world. His body was resurrected on the third day according to the
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Scriptures. After 40 days He ascended to the right hand of the Father, where as
High Priest, He continually represents and intercedes for His people. We believe
in His imminent return, as He promised. All who have placed their faith in the

Lord Jesus Christ will meet Him in the air to be with Him forever. (Virgin birth:
Matthew 1:18; Miracles: Matthew 4:23-24; Only Son: John 3:16; Return: Acts 1:11; Intercession:
Romans 8:34; Burial, Resurrection: | Corinthians 15:3-4; Rapture: | Thessalonians 4:13-18;
Mediator: | Timothy 2:5; High Priest, Sinless: Hebrews 4:14-15; Advocate, Payment: | John 2:1-2)

Holy Spirit

We believe the Holy Spirit convicts us of sin. When we accept the payment of
Jesus Christ for our sin, the Holy Spirit comes to live within us. He gives us
spiritual life, spiritual gifts, teaching, guidance, correction, and the power to live a

godly life. (Convicts: John 16:8; Indwelling: Romans 8:9-11; Teaches: | Corinthians 2:10-13;
Gifts: | Corinthians 12:1-4; Fruit: Galatians 5:22-23)

Mankind

We believe God created Adam and Eve in His image, with mind, will, and emotion. They
were created without sin and innocent. Adam’s disobedience of God’s command
caused all of humanity to be born with a sin nature, separated from God, and all of

creation to be cursed. (God's image: Genesis 1:26-31; Sinned: Genesis 3; All sin: Romans 3:9-12,
23; Adam representative: Romans 5:19; Death: Romans 6:23)

Salvation

God promised Adam that He would send a Savior to conquer sin. It is for this reason
that the Lord Jesus Christ came to Earth and entered humanity as our representative.
He lived a perfect life, and obeyed all of God’s laws completely. While on the cross, God
the Father made God the Son, Jesus Christ, who knew no sin, to be sin for us, that we
might become the righteousness of God in Jesus Christ. Each person must make a
choice. They can either reject Jesus Christ's payment and eternally be separated from
God, or accept His payment and spend eternity with God. His payment is offered to us
as a free gift, and we accept it by faith alone. Jesus Christ is the only mediator through

whom God may be approached. (Promise: Genesis 3:15; Payment: Romans 3:23-26; Love:
Romans 5:8; Life: |1 Corinthians 15:22; Knew no sin: Il Corinthians 5:21, Galatians 2:20; Free gift:
Ephesians 2:8-9; Mediator: | Timothy 2:5)

Church

We believe that all who have put their faith in Jesus Christ are members of the one body
of Jesus Christ, the Church. We believe that the members of the body of Jesus Christ
are to meet together in local congregations for the purpose of glorifying God in worship,
prayer, instruction from Scripture for spiritual growth and development, and fellowship.
By means of the Holy Spirit and this instruction, our members will know how to and will
seek to live godly lives. They will desire to be an example of a believer to those around
them and will be ready to answer those who ask the reason for their faith in Jesus
Christ. They will take the message of Jesus Christ to the community in which they live
and work and support those who take the message of Jesus Christ to other parts of the

world. (Witness: Matthew 5:16; Share message: Matthew 28: 19-20; Purpose: Acts 2:40-47; Body of
Christ: | Corinthians 12:12; Support: Philippians 4:10-19; Assembly: Hebrews 10:25; Testimony: | Peter
3:15)
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Ordinances

We believe that water baptism and the Lord’s Supper are the only ordinances of the
church, and that they are a Scriptural means of testimony for the church in this age.
Neither baptism nor the Lord’s Supper are a means of salvation but are acts of
obedience. (Baptism: Acts 10:48; Lord’s Supper: | Corinthians 11:23-26)

Baptism

Baptism is the immersion of the believer in water in the name of the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit. It is an outward sign of an inward change in those who
have accepted the payment for their sins by Jesus Christ on the cross. Through
baptism, we identify ourselves with His death, burial, and resurrection, and

commit ourselves to walk in newness of life. (Commanded: Matthew 28:19; For
believers, In name of the Lord: Acts 10:47-48; Sign of inward: Romans 6:3-4)

Lord’s Supper

We celebrate the Lord’s Supper as a reminder of Jesus Christ's death and
resurrection. Eating the bread and drinking from the cup symbolize His body and
blood. Any person who has put their faith in Jesus Christ has the privilege to

share in this celebration. (Reminder, Symbols: Luke 22:19-20; Remembrance, Until return: |
Corinthians 11:23-26)

Governance

Under the authority of Jesus Christ and His Word, our church governs itself
congregationally. In order to assist in meeting the spiritual and physical needs within our
congregation, church members have organized teams to serve in specific areas of
ministry. These ministry teams are led by elders and deacons and/or deaconesses, who
meet together as a Church Council, manage the affairs of the church, and present major
matters to the church membership for a vote. All final decisions will be determined by a

vote of the church membership. (Court of appeal: Matthew 18:15-20; Work together: Acts 6:3-6;
Orderliness; | Corinthians 14:40)

Lord’s Return

We believe in the bodily return of the Lord Jesus Christ to meet His Church in the
clouds. We believe that after a tribulation period on this earth, Jesus Christ will return to
this earth with us, the Church. He will set up His kingdom, and judge the world in

righteousness. (Judge: Psalm 96:13; Kingdom: Zechariah 14:1-11; Bodily and tribulation: Matthew
24:27-30; Bodily return: Acts 1:11; Judge: Matthew 25:31-46; Caught up in the air: | Thessalonians 4:16-
17)
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ARTICLE 1 - NAME

This church is incorporated in Oregon as Bethany Baptist Church of Portland, Oregon.

ARTICLE 2 - PURPOSE

Our purpose is to glorify God by coming together for worship, prayer, instruction, and
fellowship, based on the Bible. Holy living, training of others, and evangelism are the
intended results. (Acts 2:42; Ephesians 4:11-16).

ARTICLE 3 - DENOMINATIONAL AFFILIATION

By our choice, this church is affiliated with the North American Baptist Conference.

ARTICLE 4 - MEMBERSHIP

Section 1 — Qualifications

All members must:

1. Be saved by personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

2. Be baptized by immersion following a profession of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

3. Adhere to the Core Beliefs and the articles in this constitution. In addition,
members who serve in the church as officers, pastors, staff, teachers, and
members of the Elections, Constitution and Policy, and Pastor Search
Committees are required to adhere and to teach only that which is consistent
with the Doctrinal Statement (Appendix A).

Section 2 — Expectations of a Member

1. All members are expected to attend the worship services of Bethany Baptist
Church and participate in church business meetings, except for reasonable
cause as described in Active Member Status (Article 4, Section 4.1).

2. All members are encouraged to emulate the character of Jesus Christ and
mature in their faith by:

a.

b
C.
d

Keeping pure in doctrine, faith, and lifestyle.

. Reading and studying the Bible.

Cultivating a growing and faithful prayer life.

. Participate in opportunities for prayer, Bible study, training, and fellowship

within the church.

Demonstrating and sharing their faith through life and words to both believers
and unbelievers.
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f. Walking with one another in Christian love.
g. Readily forgiving others.
h. Exercising affectionate care and watchfulness over each other.

i. Contribute to the support of the ministries and expenses of this church, the
relief of the poor, and the spread of the Gospel through all nations.

j. Serve in the ministries of the church according to their gifts, abilities, and
availability.

Section 3 -The Membership Process

1.
2.

3.

5.

The Deacon of Congregation Care shall oversee the membership process.

Due to the varying requirements for membership at other churches, letters of
transfer shall not be used in place of the membership process below.

Anyone desiring to become a member must:

a. Indicate their desire to be a member to the Senior Pastor, a member of the
Church Council, or the church office staff.

b. Fill out the Church Membership Application form which shall include an
affirmation of the Core Beliefs and an agreement to adhere to the articles of
this constitution.

c. Complete an age-appropriate, comprehensive church membership class. All
children who become members prior to age 16 are encouraged to complete
the adult membership class prior to voting at a church business meeting.

d. Give their personal testimony of faith in Jesus Christ in a meeting with at least
one (1) elder and one (1) deacon present.

e. Be, or have been, baptized publicly by immersion following confession of faith
in Jesus Christ.

Upon completion of the process for becoming a member and recommendation by
the Church Council, the candidate(s) shall be presented individually to the church
membership for a vote to be received into membership.

A candidate’s membership is effective immediately with the approval of the
congregation. The right hand of fellowship shall be extended to each new
member at the next Sunday worship service.

If the new member holds membership in another church, the Senior Pastor or a
member of the Church Council shall notify that church in writing of the
candidate’s new membership status.

Section 4 — Membership Status

The Deacon of Congregation Care shall maintain a current list of the status of each
member of the church. This list shall be retained in the church office. Except for
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death, a vote at a church business meeting is required to initiate or change church
membership status.

Section 4.1 — Active Member Status

1.

Only active members meeting the minimum age requirements and physically
present at church business meetings have voting privileges.

A member of the Elder Ministry Team, in cooperation with the Congregation Care
Ministry Team, should endeavor to contact active members who have not
recently attended worship services, prior to being placed on the Absent Member
Care List.

Members who do not attend any worship service at Bethany Baptist Church for at
least three (3) consecutive months shall be placed on the Absent Member Care
List by the Deacon of Congregation Care, except for reasonable cause including:

a. Confinement to home or a care facility.
Temporary absence as a student.

Temporary absence because of military service.
Absence while serving as a Christian missionary.

® oo o

Absence due to a temporary job assignment.
f. Any cause approved by the Church Council.

Church members are asked to pray for and encourage those members on the
Absent Member Care List to return to regular worship.

Section 4.2 — Inactive Member Status

1.

An active member may have their membership status reclassified to inactive by a
vote of the church membership due to absence from worship services or
discipline.

2. Inactive members lose all privileges of church membership.

Any member who remains on the Absent Member Care List for at least six (6)
months may have their membership reclassified to inactive.

Any inactive member who became inactive due to being on the Absent Member
Care List who resumes attending worship services may make a request for the
reclassification of their church membership status to the Senior Pastor, a
member of the Church Council, or the church office staff. An inactive member
who attends several worship services may be contacted by a member of the
Congregation Care Ministry Team and asked if they desire their church
membership status to be reclassified to active. Approval for church membership
reclassification requires a vote at a church business meeting.

Any member recommended by the Church Council for discipline may have their
membership reclassified as inactive.
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6. Any inactive member who became inactive due to being under discipline who
demonstrates genuine evidence of repentance over a minimum period of three
(3) months, may have their membership status reclassified to active. Approval for
church membership reclassification requires a vote at a church business
meeting.

7. If any member remains on the Inactive Member List for eighteen (18) months,
their membership has lapsed and their name is dropped from the church
membership roll, unless otherwise specified by a vote of the church membership.

Section 5 - Discipline of Members

The purpose of church discipline at Bethany Baptist Church is to glorify God by
protecting the testimony of this congregation, by restoring and edifying sinning
members, and by maintaining sound doctrine. It may include the confrontational and
corrective measures taken by an individual member, the Church Council, and/or the
membership regarding certain sins in the life of another member.

Church discipline shall be prescribed for conduct contrary to the commands of Scripture
which negatively impacts the testimony and unity of this congregation including offenses
between members, immoral conduct, factious members causing divisions in this church,
and false teaching.

All church discipline shall be characterized by the following:
1. Discipline must be done by those who are spiritually mature (Galatians 6:1).

2. Discipline must be done in a spirit of humility, gentleness and patience, looking to
ourselves lest we too be tempted (Galatians 6:1-2; Il Timothy 2:24-25).

3. Discipline must be done without bias and partiality (I Timothy 5:21).
4. Discipline must be done in love (Ephesians 4:15).

5. Discipline must always include a readiness to forgive and restore the member (Il
Corinthians 2:6-8).

6. Discipline must be done without procrastination to protect this congregation.

7. In order to protect the person and the congregation from gossip, rumors and/or
slander, discipline must be done without discussion with others until the offending
member has been approached privately.

8. The Bible commands Christians to make every effort to live at peace with one
another and to resolve disputes in private or within the church.

Procedure

1. Difficulties between members (refer to Matthew 18:15-17 for the principles
supporting this process):

a. The offended member shall make sure the offense calls for correction
according to Scripture and is not merely an opinion or dislike.
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b. The offended member shall bring the matter to the Lord in prayer prior to
approaching the offending member.

c. Upon confirmation from the Lord and His Word, the offended member shall
lovingly inform the offending member of their offense in private, seeking
reconciliation and restoration.

d. If the offense is not resolved, then the offended member shall make a second
contact with the offending member seeking reconciliation and restoration by
taking at least two Council members with him or her to confirm that the
accusation is accurate and that the offending member has been appropriately
confronted and encouraged to reconcile.

e. If the offense is still not resolved, then the matter shall be brought before the
Church Council.

f. Upon recommendation of the Church Council, the member's membership
may be reclassified to inactive by a vote of the church membership.

2. Immorality, false teaching, or sin damaging the testimony of this congregation (I
Corinthians 5):

a. A member observing or having accurate knowledge of another member’s sin
in this regard shall bring the matter to the Lord in prayer prior to approaching
the member.

b. Upon confirmation from the Lord and His Word, the member shall lovingly
warn and correct the member in private, seeking repentance and restoration
(James 5:19-20).

c. If the erring member does not heed this warning and correction, then the
member shall make a second contact with the sinning member seeking
repentance and restoration by taking at least two Council members with him
or her to confirm that the accusation is accurate and that the member has
been appropriately confronted but refused to repent.

d. If the erring member still refuses to heed this warning and correction, then it
shall be brought to the Church Council.

e. Upon recommendation of the Church Council, the member's membership
may be reclassified to inactive by a vote of the church membership.
Section 6 — Removal of Members

Members shall be removed from the church membership roll:
1. Upon death.

2. At the request of the member upon confirmation by the Deacon of Congregation
Care.

3. Due to inactivity (Article 4, Section 4.2).

4. By a vote of the church membership for discipline when efforts at restoration
have failed (Article 4, Section 5).
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Section 7 — Verification of Membership

Upon request and with the approval of the member, a written verification of membership
status shall be provided which may also serve as a letter of transfer.

ARTICLE 5 - ORGANIZATION AND OFFICERS

Section 1 — Overview

This constitution is congregational in its governance, because all who have placed their
faith in Jesus Christ have equal standing before God. Our governance reflects that we
individually are indwelt by the Holy Spirit and therefore are all under the authority and
leadership of Jesus Christ, the Head of the Church. Each believer’s loyalty is to God as
revealed in His Word. The church membership elects leaders known as the Church
Council, which is comprised of elders and deacons, who will lead the congregation by
using their God-given gifts. While we depend on the spiritual maturity of our Church
Council, we recognize that the Holy Spirit has gifted all believers within the
congregation.

The church membership delegates and entrusts responsibility for preserving the
spiritual integrity and doctrine (elders) as well as day-to-day operations (deacons) within
the church to the thirteen (13) members of the Church Council. In general, the deacons
will defer to the elders in spiritual and doctrinal matters while the elders will defer to the
deacons in administrative and operational matters. While the Church Council has been
entrusted with these duties, they are accountable to the church membership and will
provide status reports and updates at the quarterly business meetings. These meetings
are opportunities for the church membership to ask questions and provide input and
affirm the direction of the Church Council. In the rare event that there is a dispute, the
church membership can, with prayer and the leading of the Holy Spirit, redirect the
Church Council.

This governance structure allows the Church Council to lead efficiently and in a timely
manner. They are able to make decisions on behalf of the church while giving the
church membership general oversight responsibility for the direction of the church.

A believer’s primary loyalty is to the Bible (Acts 17:11), and their responsibility is to
verify that the teaching they receive is Biblical. The elders and deacons are not to say
“Do it because | say so”, but rather “Do what | show you from the Bible.”

Please refer to the following:

e Church Governance Structure (Figure 1)

¢ Key Annual Events Timeline (Figure 2)

e Biblical Principles of Local Church Governance (Appendix B)

Section 2 = Church Council

The officers of the church are the thirteen (13) voting positions on the Church Council.
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Duties
The Church Council shall:

1. Consist of thirteen (13) voting positions: the Senior Pastor, four (4) lay elders,
and eight (8) deacons, as well as the non-voting positions: Associate Pastor(s),
Pastor(s) Emeritus, Clerk, and Interim Pastor.

2. Have regular meetings with a minimum of ten (10) meetings per year. Please
refer to Business Meetings of the Church Council (Article 7 Section 4).

3. Submit all major matters to the church membership for a vote.
4. Recommend to the church membership, for their approval, new staff positions

that require additional budgeting. When changes are made to staff positions that
do not increase the church budget, the change will be reported to the church
membership at the next business meeting. Refer to Compensated Ministry Staff
(Article 5, Section 5).

5. Review and vote on job descriptions.

6. Vote on all individuals recommended by the deacons for their ministry teams.

7. Vote on all members recommended by the elders for teaching and leadership
positions. Only members reviewed and recommended by the elders may be
considered. The Church Council shall determine which positions are teaching
and leadership positions. These positions may include but are not limited to:
Sunday School teachers, AWANA commander(s) and directors, and small group
leaders.

8. Vote on all curricula recommended by the elders. Only curricula reviewed and

recommended by the elders may be considered.

9. Vote on recommendations from all of the ministry teams for those matters that do

not require church membership approval.

10. Determine who will have signing authority for the church’s accounts in addition to
the Treasurer. The Financial Secretary shall not be authorized to sign for the
church’s accounts.

11.Expend funds per the approved annual budget. The Church Council shall not
exceed the approved annual budget without church membership approval. The
Church Council may transfer up to one and one-half percent (1.5%) of the total
approved annual budget per quarter between unrestricted general ledger
accounts without prior church membership approval. All such transactions shall
be reported at the next quarterly business meeting.

12.Review available balance and disbursements from the Benevolent Fund monthly.
13.Review and vote on changes to policies and procedures.

14.Maintain all official correspondence, legal documents, and records. They shall
oversee compliance to state and local laws pertaining to churches.

15.Require Church Council members to abstain from voting on matters that have or
would have the appearance of a conflict of interest.
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16.Annually select one (1) lay elder to be Chairman of the Church Council.
17.Annually select one (1) lay elder to be Vice-Chairman of the Church Council.
18. Satisfy the requirements of the Incorporation Laws of the State of Oregon by
naming:
a. The Chairman (lay elder) of the Church Council to serve as President of the
Corporation.

b. The Vice-Chairman (lay elder) of the Church Council to serve as Secretary of
the Corporation.

c. The Clerk to serve as attorney-in-fact. The attorney-in-fact is the only person
authorized to sign contracts on behalf of Bethany Baptist Church, unless an
additional individual is temporarily authorized by the Council to serve within
the current fiscal year. If the Clerk position is vacant, the Council shall appoint
an interim attorney-in-fact.

19.The Church Council and its officers may be indemnified as provided in the
Oregon Revised Statutes, ORS 65.387 to 65.407.

20. Appoint members of standing committees as required in Committees - Standing
(Article 6, Section 1).

21.Appoint a parliamentarian for each business meeting of the church membership.

22.Create, oversee and dissolve special, temporary committees as necessary.

23.Make compensation recommendations for the Senior Pastor to the Stewardship
Ministry Team by the end of April for the development of the annual budget.

24. Appoint a member or members to assume the administrative tasks of the Senior
Pastor in an extended absence, including the supervision of the pastoral staff.

25. Annually appoint the clerk for a one (1) year term, with preference being given to
the Office Manager. The clerk may serve an indefinite number of successive
terms.
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Section 2.1 - Clerk

Qualifications

The clerk shall have been an active member of this church for the previous year.

Duties

The clerk shall:

a.

e.

f.

Record, post, and archive all minutes of all business meetings of the church
membership and all meetings of the Church Council.

Coordinate the preparation of the annual and quarterly reports.

Maintain the current version of the church constitution, and make it available
to all church members.

Publish a roster of the following for each quarterly business meeting:
1) Pastoral and office staff

2) All elected and appointed officers

3) All members on each ministry team

4) All members on standing committees

Perform administrative tasks, as applicable.

Be a non-voting member of the Church Council.

Section 3 — Elder Ministry Team

The Elder Ministry Team shall be composed of the Senior Pastor and four (4) lay elders.
If available, the Associate Pastor(s), Pastor(s) Emeritus (at his discretion), and Interim
Pastor shall be included in this team.

Qualifications

Each elder shall:

1. Be a man who meets the Scriptural standards in 1 Timothy 3:1-7, Titus 1:5-9,
and 1 Peter 5:1-4.

2. Be an active member.

3. Adhere to the articles in this constitution, embrace and only teach that which is
consistent with the Doctrinal Statement (Appendix A). The aim of the elders is to
lead the congregation into the fullness of this truth.

4. Not simultaneously occupy the position of deacon.

Duties

The Elder Ministry Team shall:
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Devote their time to studying, preaching, and teaching the Bible; prayer;
shepherding; encouraging sound doctrine; and guarding against false doctrine
(Acts 20:30-31; | Timothy 6:20; Il Timothy 1:13, 4:2-5; Titus 1:9,13, 2:1-2).

Annually select their secretary. A quorum shall be sixty percent (60%) of the
ministry team members. A majority of votes cast shall decide any question
presented. The Chairman of the Church Council shall serve as the chairman of
the Elder Ministry Team. The secretary shall keep minutes of their meetings,
including names of those present, and distribute them to the ministry team
members, and make them available to the Church Council, and any active
church member upon request.

In consultation with the Adults and Youth, and Children Ministry Teams, recruit,
review and recommend members for teaching and leadership positions to the
Church Council for a vote.

4. Ensure all teachers have appropriate training.

5. In consultation with the Adults and Youth, and Children Ministry Teams, review

and recommend curricula that are consistent with the Doctrinal Statement
(Appendix A) to the Church Council for a vote.

6. Work with the deacons to administer the ordinances of baptism and communion.

7. Work with the Deacon of Congregation Care in the distribution of the Benevolent

9.

Fund.

Ensure the preaching and teaching responsibilities of the Senior Pastor, including
pulpit supply, are covered in the event of his absence.

Administer the church budget allocated for their ministry team.

10.Bring recommendations from the elder ministry team to the Church Council.

11.Create, oversee and dissolve special, temporary committees (such as elders-in-

training) as necessary.

12.Develop and propose their ministry team’s budget for the next fiscal year to the

Stewardship Ministry Team prior to the end of April.

Section 3.1 — Senior Pastor

He shall:

1.
2.
3.

Meet the qualifications and perform the duties of an elder stated above.
Be a preacher of the whole counsel of God as revealed in the Bible.

Have completed seminary training in Hebrew, Greek, and expository preaching,
embrace and only teach that which is consistent with the Doctrinal Statement

(Appendix A).

Be ordained in accordance with ordination as referenced in Appendix C, or if not
ordained in such a manner become ordained during his ministry here.
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8.
9.

Be recognized by the church as particularly gifted and called to the full-time
ministry of preaching and teaching of the Word.

Preach and oversee the ordinances of baptism and communion and other duties
that usually pertain to this office (Il Timothy 4:1-5).

Teach the church membership and baptism classes or recommend a qualified
teacher to the Church Council for a vote.

Be a voting member of the Elder Ministry Team.
Be a voting member of the Church Council.

10. Supervise pastoral staff, unless otherwise specified by the Church Council in the

staff person’s job description.

11.Make annual compensation recommendations for pastoral staff he supervises to

the Stewardship Ministry Team by the end of April for the development of the
annual budget.

12.Have the option of being a non-voting member of any deacon-led ministry teams

and any special, temporary committees.

13.Be accountable to the Church Council and ultimately to the church membership.

Section 3.2 — Associate Pastor(s)

Each associate pastor shall:

1.
2.
3.

© N o O

Meet the qualifications and perform the duties of an elder stated above.
Be a preacher of the whole counsel of God as revealed in the Bible.
Embrace and only teach that which is consistent with the Doctrinal Statement

(Appendix A).

Be ordained in accordance with ordination as referenced in Appendix C, or if not
ordained in such a manner become ordained during his ministry here.

Be a voting member of the Elder Ministry Team.
Be a non-voting member of the Church Council.
Serve on ministry team(s) as directed by the Church Council.

Be accountable to the Senior Pastor, penultimately to the Church Council and
ultimately to the church membership.

Section 3.3 — Pastor(s) Emeritus

If a retired pastor is a member of Bethany Baptist Church, the Church Council may
recommend to the church membership that he be bestowed the honorary title of Pastor
Emeritus.

He shall:

1.

Meet the qualifications of an elder stated above.

Version 1.8, 28-JUN-2020 Page 23 of 85



505

506
507

508
509

510
511
512
513

514

515
516
517
518
519
520

521
522
523
524
525
526
527

528
529
530

531
532

533
534

535
536
537
538
539

2. Be a preacher of the whole counsel of God as revealed in the Bible.

3. Be an ordained pastor (as referenced in Appendix C), embrace and only teach

that which is consistent with the Doctrinal Statement (Appendix A).

Have been retired from professional ministry for at least three (3) years, and is at
least 65 years old.

Be privileged to participate at his discretion for an indefinite period of time in the
Elder Ministry Team and the Church Council as a non-voting member. This
privilege may be terminated by a vote of the church membership upon the
recommendation of the Church Council.

Section 3.4 — Interim Pastor

At such a time that the church is without a Senior Pastor, the Church Council may
recommend to the Church the securing of an interim pastor by following the procedure
for Elections - Calling of a Pastor (Article 8, Section 1). He shall serve for a defined

period of six (6) months, or less if a Senior Pastor assumes his ministry. Each
subsequent six (6) month period shall require a vote of the membership with an
affirmative vote by written ballot of eighty percent (80%) of the votes cast.

He shall:

1. Meet the qualifications of an elder stated above.

2. Be a preacher of the whole counsel of God as revealed in the Bible.

3. Be an ordained pastor (as referenced in Appendix C).

4. Preach and administer the ordinances of baptism and communion.

5. Be a non-voting member of the Elder Ministry Team.

6. Be a non-voting member of the Church Council.

7. Not be required to become a member of this church. He shall, however, adhere
to the articles in this constitution, embrace and only teach that which is consistent
with the Doctrinal Statement (Appendix A).

8. Have the option of being a non-voting member of all deacon-led ministry teams
and any special, temporary committees.

9. Be accountable to the Church Council and ultimately to the church membership.

Section 3.5 - Lay Elders

Each lay elder shall:

1.

Meet the qualifications and perform the duties of an elder stated above.

2. Be an active member of this church for the previous three (3) years.
3.
4. Be a voting member of the Church Council.

Be a voting member of the Elder Ministry Team.
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5. Not be remunerated for this ministry, except for pulpit supply.
6. Not simultaneously occupy the position of deacon.

7. Be eligible to serve no more than six (6) consecutive one-year terms or any
portion(s) thereof on the Church Council and then be required to take a minimum
of one (1) full year off prior to serving again on the Church Council.
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Sectio

n 4 — Deacon Ministry Teams

The deacons shall be either men or women who lead the eight (8) ministry teams:

Adults

and Youth, Children, Congregation Care, Facilities, Missions, Outreach,

Stewardship, and Worship. The word “deacon” shall refer to either deacons (men) or
deaconesses (women).

Qualifications

Each deacon shall:

1.
2.

o o &

7.
Duties

Meet the Scriptural standards in | Timothy 3:8-13.

Possess gifts of service, and give of themselves in service to the church for their
particular ministry position.

Affirm the Core Beliefs, adhere to the articles in this constitution, embrace and
only teach that which is consistent with the Doctrinal Statement (Appendix A).

Be an active member of this church for the previous three (3) years.
Have served in a ministry in this church for at least two (2) years.
Not be remunerated for this ministry.

Not simultaneously occupy the position of elder.

Each deacon shall:

1.

Annually appoint a ministry team of at least three (3) active members of the
church to serve with them in making decisions to fulfill the responsibilities of their
designated ministry.

a. Believers who are not church members desiring to serve on ministry teams
may serve only by a recommendation of the deacon of that ministry team and
with an affirmative vote of the Church Council.

b. At the recommendation of the deacon and with the approval of the Church
Council, non-believers may assist ministry team members but cannot be a
member of that ministry team.

2. Work with the Elder Ministry Team as demonstrated in Acts 6:1-7.

Serve as chairman of their ministry team and appoint a secretary. A quorum shall
be at least three (3) members of the ministry team. A majority of votes cast shall
decide any question presented. The secretary shall keep minutes of their
meetings, including names of those present, distribute them to the ministry team
members, and make them available to the Church Council and any active church
member upon request.

Submit names of prospective members for their ministry team to the Church
Council for a vote.

Administer the church budget allocated for their ministry team.

Version 1.8, 28-JUN-2020 Page 26 of 85



582
583

584
585
586

587
588
589

590
591
592

593
594
595

596

597
598
599

600
601

602
603

604
605
606

607

608
609
610
611
612
613

614
615

6. Bring recommendations from their ministry team to the Church Council.

7. Quarterly update a roster of their ministry team and provide this to the Clerk.

8. Develop and propose their ministry team’s annual budget for the next fiscal year

to the Stewardship Ministry Team by the end of April with the assistance of their
ministry team in a ministry team meeting.

Individually, as applicable, supervise non-pastoral, compensated ministry staff,
unless otherwise specified by the Church Council in the staff person’s job
description.

10.Make annual compensation recommendations for non-pastoral, compensated

ministry staff he/she supervises to the Stewardship Ministry Team by the end of
April for the development of the annual budget.

11.Be eligible to serve no more than six (6) consecutive one-year terms or any

portion(s) thereof on the Church Council and then be required to take a minimum
of one (1) full year off prior to serving again on the Church Council.

Section 4.1 — Adults and Youth Ministry Team

Duties

The Deacon of Adults and Youth Ministry and this ministry team shall:

1. Minister to adults and youth within the congregation, sixth grade through adult.

Assist the elders in recruiting and training all teachers and leaders for adults and
youth.

Assist the elders in the selection of curricula for adults and youth.

4. Coordinate the ministries to adults and youth.

5. Create, oversee, and dissolve any special, temporary committees as needed

(such as retreats, seminars, outreach events, summer programs, camps, or
holiday programs).

Section 4.2 — Children Ministry Team

Duties

The Deacon of Children Ministry and this ministry team shall:

ok~ wDh ke

Minister to children within the congregation, birth through fifth grade.

Assist the elders in recruiting and training all teachers and leaders for children.
Assist the elders in the selection of curricula for children.

Coordinate the ministries to children.

Create, oversee, and dissolve any special, temporary committees as needed
(such as summer programs, camps or holiday programs).
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Section 4.3 — Congregation Care Ministry Team

The term “congregation” refers to members and attendees of Bethany Baptist Church.

Duties

The Deacon of Congregation Care shall serve as Benevolent Fund Treasurer, and
oversee the distribution of the Benevolent Fund in consultation with the Elder Ministry
Team. The Deacon shall ensure a monthly report is submitted to the Church Council of
amounts disbursed and remaining available balance.

The Deacon of Congregation Care Ministry and this ministry team shall:

1.

Recruit, train, and coordinate men and women to minister to this congregation.
Romans 12:1-21

2. Coordinate the welcoming of new members into the church.

3. Appoint a head greeter to coordinate greeters to welcome the congregation to

the worship service(s).

4. Appoint a head usher.

5. Appoint a church historian and a church librarian.

6. Maintain the current list of each member’s status as described in Membership

9.

(Article 4) and provide this list to the Clerk prior to all business meetings of the
church membership.

. Present proposed changes in church membership status to the Church Council

for recommendation to the church membership for a vote.

Follow up on all requests for and oversee the process for baptism and
membership as described in Membership — Procedure for Being Baptized and
Becoming a Member (Article 4, Section 3).

Assist the elders with the preparations for communion and for baptisms.

10.Create, oversee, and dissolve any special, temporary committees as needed

(such as hostess, usher team, greeter team, or connection center).
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Sectio

Duties

n 4.4 — Facilities Ministry Team

The Deacon of Facilities Ministry and this ministry team shall:

1.

Sectio

Duties

Recruit, train, and coordinate men and/or women to serve in the Facilities
Ministry.
Make any decisions in accordance with the policies and procedures regarding

requests of a personal nature by active members to use church-owned facilities,
grounds, vehicles, or equipment. Refer to All Other Groups and Meetings (Article

7, Section 5).

Supervise the protection and maintenance of church-owned buildings, grounds,
vehicles, and equipment.

Create, oversee, and dissolve any special, temporary committees as needed
(such as special projects, landscaping, interior design, or decorating).

n 4.5 — Missions Ministry Team

The Deacon of Missions Ministry and this ministry team shall:

1.

Lead our church congregation to send and/or support missionaries called to the
field.

. Recruit, train, and coordinate men and/or women to serve in the Missions

Ministry.

Promote sponsored missionaries and other ministries supported in the church
budget.

Serve as the point-of-contact for sponsored missionaries and other ministries
supported by this church, as well as those under consideration for support.

5. Promote short-term mission opportunities.

Sectio

Duties

Annually evaluate and propose support levels for missionaries and other
approved ministries outside the local congregation.

Create, oversee, and dissolve any special, temporary committees as needed
(such as short-term mission teams, or missions conferences).

n 4.6 — Outreach Ministry Team

The Deacon of Outreach Ministry and this ministry team shall:

1.

Promote opportunities for our church congregation to personally engage in
sharing the Gospel with the local community.
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. Recruit, train, and coordinate our church congregation to serve on the Outreach

Ministry Team.
Coordinate sponsored evangelism and outreach events.

4. Serve as the point-of-contact for all evangelism and local outreach events.

5. Create, oversee, and dissolve any special, temporary committees as needed for

Sectio

Duties

specific events.

n 4.7 — Stewardship Ministry Team

The Deacon of Stewardship shall recommend to the Church Council for a vote, one (1)
member to serve as Treasurer and one (1) member to serve as Financial Secretary for
a one (1) year term. Both may serve an indefinite number of successive terms.

The Deacon of Stewardship Ministry and this ministry team shall:

1.

Recruit, train, and coordinate men and/or women, in addition to the Treasurer
and Financial Secretary, to serve in the Stewardship Ministry and to oversee the
proper handling of this church’s finances.

Include the Treasurer and Financial Secretary as part of this ministry team.

3. Propose any changes in banking to the Church Council for a vote.

4. Appoint people to serve as counters of all monies. A minimum of three (3) active

8.

Sectio

members shall be present to count and prepare deposits of all monies.

Maintain current compensation tables for all compensated staff for use in annual
reviews.

Direct the development of the annual church budget, and bring a proposal to the
Church Council for their vote. Upon approval, the Church Council shall
recommend it to the church membership at the Annual Meeting.

Create, oversee, and dissolve any special, temporary committees as needed
(such as offering counters, or stewardship education).

Verify that the church maintains its state corporation qualifications.

n 4.7.1 — Financial Secretary

Qualifications

The financial secretary shall:

1.
2.
Duties

Be an active member.
Have been a member of the church for at least two (2) years.

The financial secretary shall:

1.

Maintain confidential and accurate records of all contributions to the Church.
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2. Provide each donor with an annual statement of their contributions by January 31
for tax purposes.

Not be authorized to sign checks.
Work in cooperation with the Treasurer and the Stewardship Ministry Team.
Provide information to the Auditing Committee upon request.

o 0k~ w

Not concurrently hold the position of treasurer, deacon, or elder.
Section 4.7.2 — Treasurer

Qualifications
The treasurer shall:
1. Be an active member.
2. Have been a member of the church for at least two (2) years.

3. Be familiar with tax laws and tax preparation as they pertain to a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization.

Duties
The treasurer shall:

1. Verify that all funds and securities of the church are properly secured in such
banks, financial institutions, or depositories as are appropriate.

2. Present financial reports of the account balances, revenues, and expenses of the
church at each quarterly business meeting, and whenever required by the
Church Council.

3. Be responsible for distributing payroll, maintaining employee tax records, and
preparing W-2 forms and distributing them by January 315t

4. File all tax forms necessary to ensure the retention of the church’s tax-exempt
status with the state and federal governments.

5. Have the authority to sign for the church’s accounts.

6. Work in cooperation with the Financial Secretary and the Stewardship Ministry
Team.

7. Provide information to the Auditing Committee upon request.
8. Not concurrently hold the position of financial secretary, deacon, or elder.

Section 4.8 — Worship Ministry Team

Duties
The Deacon of Worship Ministry and this ministry team shall:

1. Recruit, train, and coordinate men and/or women to serve in the Worship Ministry
(such as prayer, music, or audio/visual).

Version 1.8, 28-JUN-2020 Page 31 of 85



745
746
747
748

749

750
751

752
753

754
755

756
757

758
759
760
761
762

763
764

765
766

767
768

769
770

771

772
773
774

775

776
777
778

2. Assist the elders with the preparations for worship.
3. Create, oversee, and dissolve any special, temporary committees as needed
(such as special music, or audio/visual).
Section 5 — Non-Pastoral Compensated Ministry Staff

Qualifications

The non-pastoral, compensated ministry staff (such as Director of Children Ministry,
Director of Youth Ministry, intern, office manager, secretary or campus manager) shall:

1. Meet the same Scriptural standards for deacons and deaconesses in 1 Timothy
3:8-13.

2. Be an active member.
3. Dedicate themselves to serve the church in their particular ministry.

4. Affirm the Core Beliefs, adhere to the articles in this constitution, embrace and
only teach that which is consistent with the Doctrinal Statement (Appendix A).

5. Not occupy the position of elder or deacon.
Accountability
The accountability of all non-pastoral staff shall be specified in their job description.
Hiring
The Church Council shall evaluate the need for additional compensated staff positions.

The Constitution and Policy Committee shall prepare a job description and recommend
it to the Church Council for their vote.

The Stewardship Ministry Team shall recommend a compensation package for this
position to the Church Council for a vote by the church membership.

The Church Council shall recommend new staff positions to the church membership for
their vote.

The Church Council shall oversee the hiring process to fill the non-pastoral staff
positions.

Resignation

Non-pastoral staff may resign their position by submitting a letter to the Church Council.
Resignations shall be effective upon receipt of the letter or the date specified in the
letter.

Dismissal

Non-pastoral staff who fail to fulfill their duties, or fail to maintain the qualifications for
their position, may be dismissed from their office by a vote of the Church Council at any
business meeting of the Church Council.
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ARTICLE 6 — COMMITTEES

The term “members-at-large” refers to active church members not currently serving on
the Church Council.

Section 1 — Standing Committees

There are three (3) standing, permanent committees: Elections, Auditing, and
Constitution and Policy. With the exception of the three (3) members-at-large on the
Elections Committee, the Church Council appoints members to these committees.

Section 1.1 — Elections Committee

The Elections Committee shall:

1.

9.

Be composed of the Senior Pastor, one (1) lay elder appointed by the Church
Council, one (1) deacon appointed by the Church Council, and three (3)
members-at-large elected by a majority vote at the Annual Business Meeting.

Have the Chairman of the Church Council act as the temporary chairman to
initiate the first meeting for the selection of the chairman and secretary.

Have three (3) members-at-large each of whom serves a non-consecutive, one
(1) year term and have been an active member of this church for the previous
year.

All members of this committee shall affirm the Core Beliefs, adhere to the articles
in this constitution, and embrace the Doctrinal Statement (Appendix A).

Follow the procedure listed below for Elections - Selection of Officers (Article 8,

Section 3).

Meet in closed session. Invited guests shall be present only to provide pertinent
testimony or consultation. Invited guests may not be present during committee
deliberations.

Require two-thirds of the committee members to constitute a quorum with a
majority of votes cast deciding any question presented.

Record and maintain accurate minutes and make them available to the Church
Council.

Be accountable to the church membership.

Section 1.2 — Auditing Committee

The Auditing Committee shall:

1.

Be composed of three (3) members appointed by the Church Council.
Additionally, if necessary, the services of an outside resource may be used with
expenditures not to exceed the amount budgeted in the approved annual budget
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8.

for that purpose. Compensated staff and Stewardship Ministry Team members
are not permitted to serve on the Auditing Committee.

Have the Chairman of the Church Council act as the temporary chairman to
initiate the first meeting for the selection of the chairman and secretary.

Serve a two (2) year term. Each member may serve an indefinite number of
successive terms.

Meet in closed session with others attending only by special invitation of the
committee. Invited guests shall be present only to provide pertinent testimony or
consultation. Invited guests may not be present during committee deliberations.

Require two-thirds of the committee members to constitute a quorum with a
majority of votes cast deciding any question presented.

Review the:

a. Adequacy of internal controls; for example, review the financial policies and
procedures.

b. Accuracy of financial records and reports of the previous fiscal years since
the last audit.

c. Corporation’s tax-exempt status and identify and report activities that could
jeopardize it.

. Produce a report presenting the findings of their review to the church

membership no later than the October quarterly business meeting of the second
year of their term.

a. If unable to produce a report within this timeframe, the Council shall report
this to the church membership at that same meeting.

Be accountable to the Church Council and ultimately to the church membership.

Section 1.3 — Constitution and Policy Committee

The Constitution and Policy Committee shall:

1.

Be composed of the Senior Pastor, one (1) lay elder, one (1) deacon, and four
(4) members-at-large, all appointed by the Church Council.

Have the Chairman of the Church Council act as the temporary chairman to
initiate the first meeting for the selection of the chairman and secretary.

Be eligible to serve no more than six (6) consecutive one-year terms or any
portion(s) thereof on the committee and then be required to take a minimum of
one (1) full year off prior to serving again on the committee (except the Senior
Pastor).

Affirm the Core Beliefs, adhere to the articles in this constitution, embrace and
only teach that which is consistent with the Doctrinal Statement (Appendix A).

Meet only in open session.
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6. Require two-thirds of the committee members to constitute a quorum with a
majority of votes cast deciding any question presented.

7. Be responsible for:

a. Reviewing and proposing any amendment(s) to this constitution to the Church
Council for a vote by the church membership as found in Amendments

(Article 9).

b. Considering and acting upon suggestions from the church membership and
ministry teams on constitutional and policy matters.

c. Working with the ministry teams to develop, review, and propose necessary
changes to their policies and procedures to the Church Council for their vote.

d. Working with the ministry teams to develop, review, and propose necessary
changes to job descriptions to the Church Council for their vote.

e. Providing consultation on all constitutional matters.

8. Present a report of all constitution, policy and procedures recommendations
given to the Church Council at each quarterly business meeting.

9. Record and maintain accurate minutes and make them available to the Church
Council.

10.Be accountable to the Church Council and ultimately to the church membership.

Section 2 — Resignation or Dismissal of Auditing or Constitution and Policy
Committee Members

(Resignation or dismissal of any Elections Committee member is covered in Article 8 —
Elections, Section 6 — Resignation and Dismissal of Elections Committee Members.)

Resignation

Any Auditing or Constitution and Policy Committee member may resign by submitting a
letter to the Church Council. Resignations shall be effective upon receipt of the letter or
the date specified in the letter.

Dismissal

Any Auditing or Constitution and Policy Committee member who fails to fulfill their
committee duties or fails to maintain the qualifications for their position may be
dismissed from the committee by a vote of the Church Council.

Section 3 - Vacancies for Auditing or Constitution and Policy Committee
Members

(Vacancies for Elections Committee member positions are covered in Article 8 —
Elections, Section 7 — Vacancies for Elections Committee Members.)

Any vacancy may be filled by a member appointed by the Church Council.
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Section 4 — Temporary Committees

Both the Church Council and the individual ministry teams have the authority to create,
oversee, and dissolve any temporary committee to which it delegates any specific
aspect of its responsibility. Where appropriate, temporary committees should determine
what constitutes their quorum, and how their decisions are made.

The church membership may create and dissolve a temporary committee at any
business meeting for any purpose deemed necessary.

The temporary committee for calling a pastor is described under Elections - Calling of a
Pastor (Article 8, Section 1).

ARTICLE 7 — MEETINGS

Biblical principles, followed by the most recent edition of Robert's Rules of Order shall
determine any question of procedure not addressed in this constitution.

Please refer to the following when reading this article:

e Key Annual Events Timeline (Figure 2)

Section 1 - Fiscal Year

The fiscal year begins on July 15t and ends on June 30™. Except as otherwise provided,
all terms of office coincide with the fiscal year.

Section 2 — Worship Meetings

The congregation:
1. Meets each Sunday for worship, instruction from the Bible, and fellowship.

2. Observes the Lord's Supper on the first Sunday of the month or at other such
times as the Church Council may decide.

3. Meets during the week for Bible study, prayer, and fellowship.
Section 3 — Business Meetings of the Church Membership

1. The Chairman of the Church Council, the Vice-Chairman or the Chairman’s
designee from the Church Council, shall preside at all business meetings unless
otherwise specified, such as in Petition-Called Business Meetings (Article 7,

Section 3.4).

2. Active members, who are physically present and at least 16 years of age, are
eligible to vote in church business meetings, except for the purchase, sale, lease,
or mortgaging of property, which only shall be voted on by active members who
are at least 18 years of age.
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. For the purpose of determining the quorum, the Clerk (Article 5, Section 4.3)

shall provide the current list of active voting members to the individual presiding
over the business meeting.

. Twenty percent (20%) of the members eligible to vote shall constitute a quorum

at any business meeting unless otherwise specified, such as Purchase, Lease or
Sale (Article 12, Section 1).

. A majority of votes cast shall decide any question presented unless otherwise

specified.

. If a vote by paper ballot is required, the Chairman shall appoint a lead teller plus

two (2) or more additional tellers. Their names shall be recorded in the business
meeting minutes. The tellers shall distribute and collect the ballots, and tabulate
the votes. The lead teller shall report the tabulation of the total votes cast to the
Chairman including the number of affirmative and negative votes cast. The
Chairman shall announce the tabulation to the church membership. The tellers
shall place the ballots that have been cast into an envelope, seal, sign and date
it, and clearly mark the contents on the outside of the envelope. Immediately
following the meeting, the lead teller shall place the envelope in the church office
safe, where it shall be kept for a minimum of six (6) months. In the event the vote
tally is challenged, the votes shall be recounted within ten (10) days following the
challenge. The Chairman shall appoint three (3) members from the Church
Council for the recount with the person challenging the count as an observer.

. Requests for new business should be provided in writing to the Chairman at least

one (1) week before the meeting. Exceptions are at the discretion of the
Chairman.

. Unapproved minutes of the preceding meeting shall be posted conspicuously

within ten (10) days and be made available to church members upon request.

. Approval of these minutes shall be addressed at the next quarterly business

meeting. Approved minutes shall be posted conspicuously within ten (10) days
and be made available to church members upon request.

Section 3.1 — Annual Business Meeting

1. The annual business meeting shall be held in June. Copies of the following items

shall be made available one (1) week in advance:

a. Meeting agenda with a proposed date for next quarterly business meeting
Any outstanding unapproved minutes

Church Council’s reports and recommendations

Annual ministry teams’ reports

®© oo o

Annual committees’ reports, except the Auditing Committee, which reports at
the October quarterly business meeting.

f. Summary of changes in membership status since the previous annual
meeting
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2.

g. Current lists of both active and inactive members
h. Current Absent Member Care List

i. Annual church financial update

j.  Proposed church budget for next fiscal year

The church membership shall elect, by paper ballot, four (4) lay elders and eight
(8) deacons for the Church Council, and three (3) members-at-large for the
Elections Committee.

Section 3.2 — Quarterly Business Meetings

1.

Quarterly business meetings shall be held in October, January, and April. Copies
of the following items shall be made available one (1) week in advance:

a. Meeting agenda with a proposed date for next quarterly business meeting
Any outstanding unapproved minutes

Church Council’s reports and recommendations

Ministry teams’ reports

Committees’ reports

-~ ® 20T

Current Absent Member Care List
Changes in membership status since the last quarterly business meeting

Q@

h. Church financial update

If the date of the next quarterly business meeting must be rescheduled, the
Church Council will determine an alternate date and announce the same to the
congregation at least one (1) week before the new date of the meeting.

Section 3.3 — Special Business Meetings

Special business meetings may be called by a majority vote of the Church Council.
The date, time, and purpose of any special meeting shall be announced to the
congregation during the Sunday worship service at least one (1) week in advance of
the date of the meeting.

Section 3.4 — Petition-Called Business Meetings

1.

A business meeting may be called by petition and shall be held provided that ten
percent (10%) of the members eligible to vote have signed the petition.

Prior to calling the meeting, the petitioner along with either a church office staff
member or a member of the Church Council, shall certify whether the petition has
the required number of valid signatures.

The date, time, and purpose of a petition-called business meeting shall be
announced publicly during the Sunday worship service at least one (1) week in
advance of the date of the meeting.
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4.

The petitioner shall open the meeting, and call for the election of a temporary
chairman to preside for the duration of this meeting. A plurality vote shall
determine the temporary chairman from the nominations taken from the floor.

Section 4 —Business Meetings of the Church Council

1.

The Senior Pastor shall open the first Council meeting of the fiscal year and
accept nomination(s) for Chairman of the Church Council for a vote by the
Church Council. If there is no Senior Pastor, then the Elder Ministry Team shall
choose an elder to open the first Council meeting.

. The Chairman of the Church Council, the Vice-Chairman or the Chairman’s

designee from the Church Council, shall preside at all Church Council meetings.

Seven (7) concurring votes shall decide any question presented. The minutes for
these meetings shall include a tally of affirmative and negative votes cast, as well
as abstentions, for each question or decision. The clerk shall keep minutes of the
Church Council meetings, including names of those present, and distribute them
to the Church Council and to any active church member upon request.

Notice of the time and place of each regular Church Council meeting shall be
announced in the church bulletin the Sunday prior to the meeting indicating the
date, time, location and whether the meeting will be an open or executive
session.

The Chairman or Senior Pastor may call additional business meetings of the
Church Council at any time. Notice and purpose of these business meetings shall
be announced in the church bulletin the week prior or reported in the church
bulletin within two (2) weeks following the meeting.

Other than executive sessions, Church Council meetings shall be open to
attendance by any member of the church. Non-members may attend open
session Church Council meetings only with the approval of the Chairman.

An executive session may be invoked only by a majority vote of the Church
Council and only for discussions regarding salary recommendations, issues of a
personal or sensitive nature, discipline issues, potential litigation, contract
negotiations and disbursement of benevolent funds. Executive sessions are open
only to Church Council members. Guests may attend only upon approval by a
majority vote of the Church Council. Church Council members may not be
excluded intentionally except during salary discussions which directly involve
them or the Church Council member’s immediate family.

Executive session minutes shall note, at a minimum, the topic, duration of the
session, and names of those present.

Minutes of both open and executive sessions shall be posted conspicuously
within ten (10) days of the meeting and shall be archived on church property.
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Section 5 — All Other Groups and Meetings

All requests for the use of the church facilities by organizations and groups not officially
affiliated with this church require a vote by the Church Council, unless specifically
delegated by the Church Council through written policy.

Section 6 — Unusual Circumstances, Electronic or Alternate Format Meetings, and
Quorum Reductions

1. Typically, business meetings of the church membership, Church Council, and all
committees (except ministry teams) described in this constitution require all its
participating members to be in-person (face-to-face) in one room or area to make
decisions. However, this is not always possible.

2. If unusual circumstances exist there may be the need for the church council,
church membership, and/or committees (except ministry teams) to transact
business using electronic meetings or an alternate format.

a. The authorization for groups to meet to conduct business in an electronic or
alternate format due to unusual circumstances shall be determined by seven
(7) concurring votes of the Church Council either in-person (face-to-face),
electronically, email, or in an alternate format.

b. Rather than all participating members of that group meeting in-person (face-
to-face) in one area, some or all members of that group may communicate
with other members electronically or in an alternate format.

c. To ensure that such electronic or alternate format meetings do not lose their
character as a deliberative assembly, these meetings shall provide conditions
of opportunity for simultaneous aural communication among all participating
members of that group as described in Chapter 1 of Robert’s Rules, which
states, “The group meets in a single room or area or under equivalent
conditions of opportunity for simultaneous aural communication among all
participants.”

d. Every effort shall be made to ensure that meetings are conducted as closely
as possible to the standard operating procedures for that group as listed in
this constitution.

3. Due to its lack of deliberate assembly, electronic mail (email) is not permitted as
an alternate format for business, Church Council, and committee (except ministry
teams) meetings, except when the Church Council needs to authorize electronic
or alternate format meetings due to unusual circumstances.

4. If executive meetings of the Church Council or closed committee (except ministry
teams) meetings are conducted electronically or in an alternate format, each
member of that group shall ensure that only they have access to the audio and/or
video for that meeting.

5. All meetings that are conducted electronically or in an alternate format shall be
indicated in the minutes.
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6.
7.

All meetings shall return to standard operating procedure as soon as possible.

If it is impossible to assemble a quorum for the Church Council due to
catastrophic circumstances, the quorum may be reduced to 50% of able, residual
members. All quorum requirements shall return to their normal requirements as
described in this constitution as soon as possible.

ARTICLE 8 — ELECTIONS

Section 1 — Process for Calling a Pastor

1.

The Church Council shall call at least one (1) congregational prayer meeting to
seek God’s leading.

At a special or the next quarterly business meeting, the church membership shall
consider whether to initiate a Pastor Search committee.

Preparation of Job Description and Compensation Package

a. The Constitution and Policy Committee shall recommend a job description for
this position to the Church Council. The Church Council shall recommend an
approved job description for a vote by the church membership.

b. The Stewardship Ministry Team shall recommend a compensation package
for this position to the Church Council. The Church Council shall recommend
an approved compensation package for a vote by the church membership.

Composition of the Pastor Search Committee

a. The committee to search for the Senior Pastor or an Interim Pastor shall be
composed of seven (7) members; six (6) members (which may be members
of the Church Council or members-at-large) elected by the church
membership, and one (1) lay elder appointed by the Church Council.

b. The committee to search for an associate pastor shall be composed of seven
(7) members; five (5) members (which may be members of the Church
Council or members-at-large) elected by the church membership, the Senior
Pastor, and one (1) lay elder appointed by the Church Council.

c. All members of this committee(s) shall affirm the Core Beliefs, adhere to the
articles in this constitution, and embrace the Doctrinal Statement (Appendix

A).

d. All members of this committee shall serve until the position is filled, or the
Annual Business Meeting. Reaffirmation of this committee as a whole by the
church membership at a business meeting is required for each twelve (12)
month extension.

Nomination process to select members for the Pastor Search Committee

a. With the approval of the nominee, active church members may submit
nominations to the church office staff. The church office staff shall place every
name submitted for these positions on the nominating ballot.
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b. Nominations shall be kept open for three (3) weeks.

6. Business meeting of the church membership to select members of the Pastor
Search Committee

a. For the Senior or Interim Pastor Search Committee, each member may vote
for no more than six (6) nominees using a paper ballot. The six (6) members
shall be elected by plurality vote.

b. For the Associate Pastor Search Committee, each member may vote for no
more than five (5) nominees using a paper ballot. The five (5) members shall
be elected by plurality vote.

c. Results of the vote are kept per the procedures for a paper ballot in Business
Meetings of the Church Membership (Article 7, Section 3).

d. The Church Council shall recommend a budget to the church membership for
a vote which shall include sufficient funds to both operate the committee and
to cover the expenses to present one (1) candidate to the church. Any
extensions to that budget shall require another vote of the church
membership.

7. Pastor Search Committee Meetings

a. The Chairman of the Church Council shall act as the temporary chairman to
initiate the first meeting for the selection of the chairman and secretary.

b. The Pastor Search Committee meetings shall be conducted in closed
session. An invited guest may be present only to provide pertinent testimony
or consultation. An invited guest may not be present during committee
deliberations.

c. The Pastor Search Committee meetings shall require two-thirds of the
committee members to constitute a quorum with four (4) concurring votes
deciding any question presented.

d. Minutes of these closed sessions shall be recorded and maintained by the
committee secretary and shall be made available to the Church Council.

8. Duties of the Pastor Search Committee

a. The committee prayerfully shall seek and interview candidates based upon
the qualifications for and the duties of the pastoral position stated in this
constitution and the approved job description.

b. Upon recommendation from both the Pastor Search Committee and the
Church Council, the committee shall present only one (1) candidate at a time
to the church membership for consideration. The recommended candidate
shall preach at least two sermons to the congregation.

9. Calling of a Pastor

a. The recommendation to call a pastor shall come from the Church Council to
the church membership at a business meeting. Notice of this
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recommendation shall be announced to the congregation at the Sunday
worship service for two (2) consecutive Sundays prior to the date of the vote.

b. The Church Council shall recommend the salary, benefits, and relocation
package for the called pastor to the church membership for a vote.

c. An affirmative vote by written ballot of eighty percent (80%) of the votes cast
shall be necessary to extend a call.

d. A non-interim pastor shall be called for an indefinite period of time.

e. By virtue of office, the status of active member is conferred upon the Pastor
(and his wife, if married) upon commencement of duties (except in the case of
an Interim Pastor).

Section 2 — Resignation and Dismissal of Pastors

The name(s) of the pastor (and his wife, if married) are removed from membership upon
the effective date of resignation or dismissal.

Resignation

A pastor may resign his position by reading his resignation letter at the Sunday worship
service and submitting this letter to the Chairman of the Church Council. His resignation
shall be effective on the date specified in the letter, not to exceed three (3) months from
the date his letter was read to the church. If a resignation date is not specified, it shall
be determined by the Church Council, not to exceed three (3) months from the date it
was read to the church. Following his resignation, the church has no financial
responsibility towards this pastor beyond the effective date of termination.

Dismissal

The dismissal of a pastor is a very serious matter. The action to consider dismissal may
come as a recommendation from the Church Council who shall assess the charges
carefully and shall ensure that applicable Biblical principles be followed, and that this
action is considered prayerfully.

The vote for dismissal of a pastor may be taken only at a business meeting of the
church. The date, time, and purpose of a meeting for the dismissal of a pastor shall be
announced to the congregation during a Sunday worship service at least two (2)
consecutive Sundays prior to the date of the meeting. The Church Council shall
determine whether the pastor shall preach or be placed on paid administrative leave
between the initial announcement and the business meeting. The outcome shall be
decided by a simple majority of the votes cast, which shall be effective immediately. At
the same meeting, the church membership shall vote on a severance package, as
recommended by the Church Council, not to exceed two (2) months of salary and
benefits.

Section 3 — Selection of Lay Elders, Deacons, and Elections Committee Members-
at-Large

Please refer to the following when reading this section:
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e Key Annual Events Timeline (Figure 2)

e The following process will be used to annually elect, by paper ballot, four (4) lay
elders and eight (8) deacons for the Church Council, and three (3) members-at-
large for the Elections Committee:

1. The Elections Committee will prepare a list of the lay elders, deacons, and
Elections Committee members-at-large who are presently serving and state
their eligibility to be nominated for this position as an incumbent. This list will
be made available to the church membership by the first Sunday of March,
and all of these positions shall be opened for nominations.

2. Active members of the church may nominate members for each office after
obtaining approval of the candidate and filing out a nomination form.
Completed forms shall be returned per the Elections Committee’s instructions
for the Elections Committee’s review.

3. Open nominations from the church membership shall be closed at the April
Quarterly Business Meeting.

4. After the April Quarterly Business Meeting, the Elections Committee shall
interview all of the nominees to determine whether they meet the
qualifications as stated in this constitution for that specific position.

a. If a nominee does not meet the qualifications, the Elections Committee
shall express their reasons privately to both the nominee and the
nominator. If the disqualification is contested, either the nominee or the
nominator may make an appeal to the Church Council.

b. If the qualification of any nominee is contested, an appeal may be
made to the Elections Committee. If not satisfied with the decision of
the Elections Committee, an appeal may be made to the Church
Council.

c. If an Elections Committee member or their spouse is nominated for
any position, they shall recuse themselves from determining whether
they or their spouse meet the qualifications.

d. If no qualified member is nominated by the church membership for a
position, the Elections Committee will seek to find one (1) or more
gualified nominees.

e. All the names of qualified members nominated by the church
membership shall appear on the ballot.

5. Three (3) Sundays prior to the Annual Business Meeting, the Elections
Committee shall post conspicuously the name(s) of the qualified nominee(s)
for each position.

a. Each nominee shall provide a written testimony of how they came to
faith in Jesus Christ.
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b. Written testimonies for each nominee shall be compiled and made
available to the church membership on the same Sunday that their
name is posted.

6. Candidates are elected by a majority vote. If no candidate receives a majority,
a runoff election between the two (2) candidates receiving the most votes
shall be held at the same meeting. The results of each vote shall be counted
and reported at the meeting. Where there is only one (1) candidate for a
position, then that portion of the ballot shall provide an option for both a “yes”
and a “no” vote.

7. All elected candidates shall assume their office on July 1. Each current
officer and their newly elected replacement are to work together to facilitate a
smooth transition.

Section 4 — Resignation or Dismissal of Lay Elders and Deacons

Resignation

Any lay elder or deacon may resign from their position by submitting a letter to the
Church Council. Resignations shall be effective upon receipt of the letter or the date
specified in the letter.

Dismissal

Any lay elder or deacon who fails to fulfill the duties of their office or fails to maintain the
gualifications for their position may be dismissed from their office by a vote of the
church membership.

Section 5 — Vacancies for Lay Elder and Deacon

Vacancies in the church offices of lay elder or deacon occurring before the expiration of
the term shall be filled for the remainder of the term by a qualified member appointed by
the Church Council (Refer to Article 5, Section 3.5 and Section 4 for eligibility). These
appointments shall be referred individually to the church membership at the next
business meeting for a vote of affirmation unless the term expires before the next
business meeting.

Section 6 — Resignation or Dismissal of Elections Committee Members

Resignation

Any Elections Committee member may resign by submitting a letter to the Church
Council. Resignations shall be effective upon receipt of the letter or the date specified in
the letter.

Dismissal

Any elected Elections Committee member who fails to fulfill their committee duties or
fails to maintain the qualifications for their position may be dismissed from the
committee by a vote of the church membership. If the appointed lay elder or deacon
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fails to fulfill their committee duties, they may be dismissed from the committee by a
vote of the Church Council.

Section 7 — Vacancies for Elections Committee Members

Any vacancy in the elected positions may be filled by a qualified member appointed by
the Church Council. Appointments shall be referred individually to the church
membership at the next business meeting for a vote of affirmation. A vacancy in the lay
elder position may be filled by a lay elder appointed by the Church Council. A vacancy
in the deacon position may be filled by a deacon appointed by the Church Council.

Section 8 — Resignation or Dismissal of Pastor Search Committee Members

Resignation

Any Pastor Search Committee member may resign by submitting a letter to the Church
Council. Resignations shall be effective upon receipt of the letter or the date specified in
the letter.

Dismissal

Any elected Pastor Search Committee member who fails to fulfill their committee duties
or fails to maintain the qualifications for their position may be dismissed from the
committee by a vote of the church membership. If the appointed lay elder fails to fulfill
his committee duties, he may be dismissed from the committee by a vote of the Church
Council.

Section 9 — Vacancies for Pastor Search Committee Members

Any vacancy in the elected positions may be filled by a qualified member appointed by
the Church Council. Appointments shall be referred individually to the church
membership at the next business meeting for a vote of affirmation. A vacancy in the lay
elder position may be filled by a lay elder appointed by the Church Council.

ARTICLE 9 - AMENDMENTS

This constitution may be amended by a two-thirds majority of votes cast by the church
membership at a business meeting. Notice of such an amendment stating the proposed
change, whether by recommendation from the Church Council or by petition, shall be
presented to the congregation at the Sunday worship service for three (3) consecutive
Sundays prior to the date of the vote.

ARTICLE 10 - CHURCH PROPERTY

Section 1 — Purchase or Encumbrance of Debt

The recommendation for Bethany Baptist Church to purchase real estate, or to
encumber any debt, requires a vote by the church membership at a church business
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meeting. Notice of such a recommendation shall be presented to the church at the
Sunday worship service for four (4) consecutive Sundays prior to the date of the vote.
An affirmative vote of sixty-five percent (65%) of votes cast is required for approval. The
guorum for this vote shall be thirty-five percent (35%) of church members 18 years and
older.

Section 2 — Sale

The recommendation for Bethany Baptist Church to sell any real estate, and/or any
buildings thereon, requires the vote of the church membership at a church business
meeting. Notice of such a proposal shall be presented to the church at the Sunday
worship service for four (4) consecutive Sundays prior to the date of the vote. An
affirmative vote of sixty-five percent (65%) of votes cast is required for approval. The
guorum for this vote shall be thirty-five percent (35%) of church members 18 years and
older.

Section 3-Long-Term Lease or Rental

The recommendation for Bethany Baptist Church to lease or rent any real estate, and/or
any buildings thereon, for a period greater than one (1) year, requires the vote of the
church membership at a church business meeting. Notice of such a proposal shall be
presented to the church at the Sunday worship service for four (4) consecutive Sundays
prior to the date of the vote. An affirmative vote of sixty-five percent (65%) of votes cast
is required for approval. The quorum for this vote shall be thirty-five percent (35%) of
church members 18 years and older.

Section 4 — Short-Term Lease or Rental

The recommendation for Bethany Baptist Church to lease or rent any real estate, and/or
any buildings thereon, for a period of one (1) year or less, requires a vote of the Church
Council and shall be reported at the next quarterly business meeting.

Section 5 — Dissolution

In the event of the dissolution of this corporation, all property and assets of Bethany
Baptist Church shall be transferred to the North American Baptist Conference.
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APPENDIX A — DOCTRINAL STATEMENT

All Bible quotes are italicized and are from the New King James Version 1982.

All members are required to adhere to our Core Beliefs without reservation. In addition,
all officers, pastors, staff, teachers, and members of the Elections, Constitution and
Policy, and Pastor Search Committees are required to adhere and to teach only that
which is consistent with the following Doctrinal Statement. Our intent is to lead the
congregation toward unity in the fullness of God’s truth.

While the Doctrinal Statement details our beliefs on certain issues, in practice we
believe and teach all of the Bible, from Genesis 1:1 through Revelation 22:21.

Al — Introduction

A2 — The Bible

A3 — The Godhead

A4 — God the Father

A5 — God the Son

A6 — God the Holy Spirit

A7 — Creation

A8 — Angels

A9 — Fallen Angels

A10 — Mankind

All — Fall of Mankind

Al2 — The Great Flood

Al3 — Salvation

Al4 — The Church

Al15 — Governance of Local Congregation
Al6 — Ordinances

Al7 — Christians in the World

A18 — Marriage, Sexuality, and Family
A19 — Rapture and The Great Tribulation
A20 — Second Coming of Christ and Establishment of Millennial Kingdom
A21 — Judgment and Eternity

A22 — Conclusion

Al - Introduction
“Can you search out the deep things of God? Can you find out the limits of the
Almighty? (Job 11:7)

All things have been delivered to Me by My Father, and no one knows who the Son is
except the Father, and who the Father is except the Son, and the one to whom the Son
wills to reveal Him.” (Luke 10:22)

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, because what may
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be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. For since the
creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the
things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without
excuse, because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were
thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened.
(Romans 1:18-21)

But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things,
yes, the deep things of God. (I Corinthians 2:10)

For this reason |, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for you Gentiles—if indeed you have
heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which was given to me for you, how that
by revelation He made known to me the mystery (as | have briefly written already, by
which, when you read, you may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ),
which in other ages was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been
revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and prophets: that the Gentiles should be
fellow heirs, of the same body, and partakers of His promise in Christ through the
gospel, of which | became a minister according to the gift of the grace of God given to
me by the effective working of His power. (Ephesians 3:1-7)

God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the
prophets, has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir
of all things, through whom also He made the worlds. (Hebrews 1:1-2)

God has revealed Himself to us by His works and by His Word. Because of the
illuminating work of the Holy Spirit, we can see His invisible attributes through
His creation, and we can know Him through His Word.

A2 —The Bible

The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul; The testimony of the LORD is sure,
making wise the simple; The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; The
commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes; The fear of the LORD is
clean, enduring forever; The judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether.
More to be desired are they than gold, Yea, than much fine gold; Sweeter also than
honey and the honeycomb. Moreover by them Your servant is warned, And in keeping
them there is great reward. (Psalm 19:7-11)

The grass withers, the flower fades, but the Word of our God stands forever. (Isaiah
40:8)

For assuredly, | say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by
no means pass from the law till all is fulfilled. (Matthew 5:18)

Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth. (John 17:17)

But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and
that believing you may have life in His name. (John 20:31)

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete,
thoroughly equipped for every good work. (Il Timothy 3:16-17)
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For the Word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword,
piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. (Hebrews 4:12)

Knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation, for
prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were
moved by the Holy Spirit. (Il Peter 1:20-21)

The Holy Bible is God’s Word, comprised of only the 39 canonical books of the
Old Testament and 27 canonical books of the New Testament. The canon is now
complete and closed. It was God-breathed to holy men of God that were moved to
write the very words of Scripture. It is inerrant in the original manuscripts and has
been preserved by God. It is part of actual history and is best understood literally
within its historical context. The final guide to interpretation of Scripture is
Scripture itself. The Bible is the supreme and final authority on all matters and is
absolute truth. It is the sole standard by which to determine our beliefs, conduct,
and knowledge of right and wrong. It is the truth by which God brings people into
a saving relationship with Himself, and by which He leads us into Christian
maturity.

A3 —The Godhead

Hear O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one! You shall love the Lord your God with
all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength. (Deuteronomy 6:4-5)

For | proclaim the name of the Lord: ascribe greatness to our God. He is the Rock, His
work is perfect; For all His ways are justice, a God of truth and without injustice;
righteous and upright is He. (Deuteronomy 32:3-4)

But You, O Lord, are a God full of compassion, and gracious, longsuffering and
abundant in mercy and truth. (Psalm 86:15)

Who has directed the Spirit of the LORD, or as His counselor has taught Him? With
whom did He take counsel, and who instructed Him, and taught Him in the path of
justice? Who taught Him knowledge, and showed Him the way of understanding?
(Isaiah 40:13-14)

“To whom then will you liken Me; or to whom shall | be equal?” says the Holy One. Lift
up your eyes on high; and see who has created these things; who brings out their host
by number; He calls them all by name; By the greatness of His might; and the strength
of His power; not one is missing. (Isaiah 40:25-26)

When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold,
the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove
and alighting upon Him. And suddenly a voice came from heaven saying, “This is My
beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased.” (Matthew 3:16-17)

God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth. (John 4:24)

For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were
created through Him and for Him. And He is before all things, and in Him all things
consist. (Colossians 1:16-17)
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Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, to God who alone is wise, be honor and
glory forever and ever. Amen. (I Timothy 1:17)

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. (Hebrews 13:8)

There is but one living and true God, an unchanging Spirit eternally existing in
three coequal Persons; God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. God
is dependent on nothing, but causes all else to depend on Him. God is absolute,
complete in Himself and limited by nothing outside His own Divine Being. God is
perfect in wisdom, sovereignty, holiness, justice, mercy, and love. God is all-
knowing, all-powerful and everywhere-present. All three Persons have precisely
the same nature, attributes, and perfections, are equal in essence, power and
glory, and are worthy of the same homage, confidence, and obedience. Together
they act as Creator, Redeemer, Preserver, and Ruler over the universe.

A4 — God the Father

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. But John tried to
deter him, saying, "l need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?" Jesus
replied, "Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” Then
John consented. As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that
moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and
lighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, whom | love; with him |
am well pleased." (Matthew 3:13-17)

If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will
your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask Him! (Matthew 7:11)

But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to
those who believe in His name. (John 1:12)

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, just as He chose us in Him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love,
having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the
good pleasure of His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He made us
accepted in the Beloved. (Ephesians 1:3-6)

God the Father reigns with providential care over His creation. He hears and
answers prayer. He initiated salvation by sending His Son, Jesus Christ, to Earth
to die for the sins of humanity and is Father to those who, by faith, accept His
Son as Lord and Savior.

A5 — God the Son

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was betrothed to
Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit. Then
Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make her a public example,
was minded to put her away secretly. But while he thought about these things, behold,
an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not
be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy
Spirit. And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will
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save His people from their sins.” So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was
spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying: “Behold, the virgin shall be with child,
and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with
us.” Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord commanded
him and took to him his wife, and did not know her till she had brought forth her firstborn
Son. And he called His name JESUS. (Matthew 1:18-25)

And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of
the kingdom, and healing all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease among the
people. Then His fame went throughout all Syria; and they brought to Him all sick
people who were afflicted with various diseases and torments, and those who were
demon-possessed, epileptics, and paralytics; and He healed them. Great multitudes
followed Him—from Galilee, and from Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and beyond the
Jordan. (Matthew 4:23-25)

“Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon
will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will
be shaken. Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the
tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of
heaven with power and great glory. And He will send His angels with a great sound of a
trumpet, and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of
heaven to the other".” (Matthew 24:29-31)

When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then He will
sit on the throne of His glory. (Matthew 25:31)

"He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him
the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his
kingdom will never end." (Luke 1:32-33)

In the beginning, was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
(John 1:1)

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as
of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 1:14)

Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken up, and a
cloud received Him out of their sight. And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven
as He went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel, who also said, “Men of
Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up
from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven.”
(Acts 1:9-11)

Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is
even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us. (Romans 8:34)

For | delivered to you first of all that which | also received, that Christ died for our sins
according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third
day according to the Scriptures. (I Corinthians 15:3-4)

For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the
righteousness of God in Him. (Il Corinthians 5:21)
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| have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer | who live, but Christ lives in me; and the
life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave
Himself for me. (Galatians 2:20)

Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God,
did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation,
taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. And being found in
appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death,
even the death of the cross. Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him
the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should
bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, and that
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
(Philippians 2:5-11)

For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was
in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. (Hebrews 4:15)

God the Son became man, Jesus Christ, who was conceived of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary. Being fully God and fully man at the same time, He
revealed God through His sinless life, miracles, and teaching. He provided
salvation through His atoning death in our place and by His bodily resurrection.
He ascended into heaven, where He rules over all creation and intercedes for all
believers. He is coming to rapture all believers to be with Him forever. After the
Tribulation, He will return physically in power and glory to reign as King upon the
earth and to judge the world by purging it from its sinful condition, making it new
in righteousness forevermore.

A6 — God the Holy Spirit

But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you
all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that | said to you. (John 14:26)

Nevertheless | tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that | go away; for if | do not go
away, the Helper will not come to you; but if | depart, | will send Him to you. And when
He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment.
(John 16:7-8)

"But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be

witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the
earth.” (Acts 1:8)

And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was
shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God
with boldness. (Acts 4:31)

But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised
Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who
dwells in you. (Romans 8:11)

The Spirit Himself bears withess with our spirit that we are children of God. (Romans
8:16)
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Not only that, but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan
within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body. (Romans
8:23)

Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should
pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings
which cannot be uttered. (Romans 8:26)

But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things,
yes, the deep things of God. For what man knows the things of a man except the spirit
of the man which is in him? Even so no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of
God. Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God,
that we might know the things that have been freely given to us by God. These things
we also speak, not in words which man’s wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit
teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual. (I Corinthians 2:10-13)

But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually
as He wills. (I Corinthians 12:11)

For he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God, for no one
understands him; however, in the spirit he speaks mysteries. But he who prophesies
speaks edification and exhortation and comfort to men. He who speaks in a tongue
edifies himself, but he who prophesies edifies the church. (I Corinthians 14:2-4)

Therefore tongues are for a sign, not to those who believe but to unbelievers; but
prophesying is not for unbelievers but for those who believe. (I Corinthians 14:22)

If anyone speaks in a tongue, let there be two or at the most three, each in turn, and let
one interpret. But if there is no interpreter, let him keep silent in church, and let him
speak to himself and to God. (I Corinthians 14:27-28)

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. (Galatians 5:22-23)

In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation;
in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is
the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, to
the praise of His glory. (Ephesians 1:13-14)

And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and
some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for
the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ; that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried
about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of
deceitful plotting, but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who
is the head—Christ—from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every
joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share,
causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love. (Ephesians 4:11-16)

God also bearing witness both with signs and wonders, with various miracles, and gifts
of the Holy Spirit, according to His own will? (Hebrews 2:4)
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God the Holy Spirit is the Author and Interpreter of Scripture. Through Himself
and His Word, He convicts men of their sinfulness and of the righteousness of
the Lord Jesus Christ. In this age, He regenerates and baptizes all believers into
the body of Christ, permanently indwells every child of God from the moment
they are saved, and seals the believer unto the day of final redemption.

The Holy Spirit endows every believer with one or more spiritual gifts for works of
service. God is sovereign in the bestowing of all His gifts for the equipping of the
saints today. We believe that speaking in tongues was never the common or
necessary sign of the baptism nor of the filling of the Holy Spirit. He empowers,
guides, teaches, fills, sanctifies and produces the fruit of Christlikeness in all who
yield to Him.

A7 — Creation

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. (Genesis 1:1)

Then God saw everything that He had made, and indeed it was very good. So the
evening and the morning were the sixth day. Thus the heavens and the earth, and all
the host of them, were finished. And on the seventh day God ended His work which He
had done, and He rested on the seventh day from all His work which He had done.
(Genesis 1:31 - 2:2)

Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your
work, but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord your God. In it you shall do no
work: you, nor your son, nor your daughter, nor your male servant, nor your female
servant, nor your cattle, nor your stranger who is within your gates. For in six days the
Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the
seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it. (Exodus
20:8-11)

You have made him to have dominion over the works of Your hands; You have put all
things under his feet, all sheep and oxen—even the beasts of the field, the birds of the
air, and the fish of the sea that pass through the paths of the seas. (Psalm 8:6-8)

By the word of the Lord the heavens were made, and all the host of them by the breath
of His mouth. (Psalm 33:6)

For He spoke, and it was done; He commanded, and it stood fast. (Psalm 33:9)

Everyone who is called by My name, whom | have created for My glory; | have formed
him, yes, | have made him. (Isaiah 43:7)

For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were
created through Him and for Him. (Colossians 1:16)

Out of nothing, God created, formed, and filled the universe by His powerful
Word. All things in the universe were created by God in the six days of creation
as described in Genesis. Upon completing His work of forming and filling the
universe, God proclaimed His creation very good, all being free of sin. God then
rested on the seventh day, thereby providing a divine pattern for man to work six
days and rest every seventh day. He planned all things by His wisdom and
controls all things by His sovereign power, all for His own glory.
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A8 — Angels

Take heed that you do not despise one of these little ones, for | say to you that in
heaven their angels always see the face of My Father who is in heaven. (Matthew
18:10)

But when He again brings the firstborn into the world, He says: “Let all the angels of
God worship Him.” And of the angels He says: “Who makes His angels spirits and His
ministers a flame of fire.” (Hebrews 1:6-7)

Are they not ministering spirits sent forth to minister for those who will inherit salvation?
(Hebrews 1:14)

But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly
Jerusalem, to an innumerable company of angels, (Hebrews 12:22)

Then | looked, and | heard the voice of many angels around the throne, the living
creatures, and the elders; and the number of them was ten thousand times ten
thousand, and thousands of thousands (Revelation 5:11)

Now I, John, saw and heard these things. And when | heard and saw, | fell down to
worship before the feet of the angel who showed me these things. Then he said to me,
“See that you do not do that. For | am your fellow servant, and of your brethren the
prophets, and of those who keep the words of this book. Worship God.” (Revelation
22:8-9)

Angels are an order of spiritual beings created and empowered by God to serve
Him and do His will. They are not to be worshiped.

A9 - Fallen Angels

How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How you are cut down
to the ground, you who weakened the nations! For you have said in your heart: “I will
ascend into heaven, | will exalt my throne above the stars of God; I will also sit on the
mount of the congregation on the farthest sides of the north; | will ascend above the
heights of the clouds, | will be like the Most High.” Yet you shall be brought down to
Sheol, to the lowest depths of the Pit. (Isaiah 14:12-15)

Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, saying, “Son of man, take up a
lamentation for the king of Tyre, and say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “You were
the seal of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty. You were in Eden, the
garden of God; every precious stone was your covering: the sardius, topaz, and
diamond, beryl, onyx, and jasper, sapphire, turquoise, and emerald with gold. The
workmanship of your timbrels and pipes was prepared for you on the day you were
created. “You were the anointed cherub who covers; | established you; you were on the
holy mountain of God; you walked back and forth in the midst of fiery stones. You were
perfect in your ways from the day you were created, till iniquity was found in you. “By
the abundance of your trading you became filled with violence within, and you sinned;
therefore | cast you as a profane thing out of the mountain of God; and | destroyed you,
O covering cherub, from the midst of the fiery stones. “Your heart was lifted up because
of your beauty; you corrupted your wisdom for the sake of your splendor; | cast you to
the ground, | laid you before kings, that they might gaze at you. “You defiled your
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sanctuaries by the multitude of your iniquities, by the iniquity of your trading; therefore |
brought fire from your midst; it devoured you, and | turned you to ashes upon the earth
in the sight of all who saw you. All who knew you among the peoples are astonished at
you; you have become a horror, and shall be no more forever.” (Ezekiel 28:11-19)

Then He will also say to those on the left hand, “Depart from Me, you cursed, into the
everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels.” (Matthew 25:41)

Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the
devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of
wickedness in the heavenly places. (Ephesians 6:11-12)

Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion,
seeking whom he may devour. (I Peter 5:8)

For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down to hell and
delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment. (Il Peter 2:4)

He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning. For this purpose
the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil. (I John
3:8)

One of the angels, Lucifer, rebelled against God and became the demon, Satan,
also called the devil. He is a fallen angel and the author of sin. He incurred the
judgment of God by rebelling against his Creator, taking a great company of
angels with him in his fall, and introducing sin into the human race by tempting
Eve. These fallen angels, now called demons, are led by Satan in opposition to all
that has to do with God, His purposes and His people. The Lord Jesus Christ
defeated Satan at the cross. Satan and his demons are doomed and ultimately
will be cast into the Lake of Fire.

A10 — Mankind

Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them
have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over
all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” So God created
man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He
created them. Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply;
fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the
air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” (Genesis 1:26-28)

And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils
the breath of life; and man became a living being. (Genesis 2:7)

And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall on Adam, and he slept; and He took
one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh in its place. Then the rib which the LORD God
had taken from man He made into a woman, and He brought her to the man. And Adam
said: “This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman,
because she was taken out of Man.” (Genesis 2:21-23)

What is man that You are mindful of him, and the son of man that You visit him? For
You have made him a little lower than the angels, and You have crowned him with glory
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and honor. You have made him to have dominion over the works of Your hands; You
have put all things under his feet. (Psalm 8:4-6)

Everyone who is called by My name, whom | have created for My glory; | have formed
him, yes, | have made him. (Isaiah 43:7)

God created one man, Adam, and one woman, Eve, in His own image to glorify
Himself, to enjoy fellowship with Him, and to have dominion over and be
stewards of His creation. Mankind was created free of sin with a rational nature,
intelligence, volition, self-determination, and moral responsibility to God. All
humans are descended from Adam and Eve.

A1l - Fall of Mankind

And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “Of every tree of the garden you may
freely eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the
day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” (Genesis 2:16-17)

So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the
eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave
to her husband with her, and he ate. (Genesis 3:6)

Then to Adam He said, “Because you have heeded the voice of your wife, and have
eaten from the tree of which | commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat of it’: Cursed
is the ground for your sake; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life.” (Genesis
3:17)

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. (Romans 3:23)

Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and
thus death spread to all men, because all sinned. (Romans 5:12)

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
(Romans 6:23)

Has then what is good become death to me? Certainly not! But sin, that it might appear
sin, was producing death in me through what is good, so that sin through the
commandment might become exceedingly sinful. For we know that the law is spiritual,
but | am carnal, sold under sin. For what | am doing, | do not understand. For what | will
to do, that | do not practice; but what | hate, that | do. If, then, | do what | will not to do, |
agree with the law that it is good. But now, it is no longer | who do it, but sin that dwells
in me. For | know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will is
present with me, but how to perform what is good | do not find. (Romans 7:13-18)

For Adam was formed first, then Eve. And Adam was not deceived, but the woman
being deceived, fell into transgression. (I Timothy 2:13-14)

Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted
by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone. But each one is tempted when he is drawn
away by his own desires and enticed. Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to
sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death. (James 1:13-15)

Adam willfully disobeyed God’s command, and his disobedience caused all of
creation to be cursed. The first recorded physical death should have been Adam
because of his sin, but God sacrificed an animal as a substitute. By birth as a
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descendant of Adam we have a sin-nature. Individually by choice, we are all
sinners and fall short of the glory of God. Everyone is personally accountable to
God for his own thoughts, actions, and beliefs as compared to God’s Holiness.
The consequence of sin is that we are all destined to eternal separation from God
in spiritual death. Mankind by himself is unable to change this total depravity and
alienation from God.

Al1l2 — The Great Flood

Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every
intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And the Lord was sorry that
He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart. So the Lord said, ‘I
will destroy man whom | have created from the face of the earth, both man and beast,
creeping thing and birds of the air, for | am sorry that | have made them.” But Noah
found grace in the eyes of the Lord. (Genesis 6:5-8)

Now the flood was on the earth forty days. The waters increased and lifted up the ark,
and it rose high above the earth. The waters prevailed and greatly increased on the
earth, and the ark moved about on the surface of the waters. And the waters prevailed
exceedingly on the earth, and all the high hills under the whole heaven were covered.
The waters prevailed fifteen cubits upward, and the mountains were covered. And all
flesh died that moved on the earth: birds and cattle and beasts and every creeping thing
that creeps on the earth, and every man. All in whose nostrils was the breath of the
spirit of life, all that was on the dry land, died. So He destroyed all living things which
were on the face of the ground: both man and cattle, creeping thing and bird of the air.
They were destroyed from the earth. Only Noah and those who were with him in the ark
remained alive. (Genesis 7:17-23)

And [God] did not spare the ancient world, but saved Noah, one of eight people, a
preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood on the world of the ungodly.” (Il Peter
2:5)

As portrayed in Genesis, the Great Flood was a historic event, worldwide in
extent and effect. The Great Flood was not only judgment by God of the
wickedness of man, but also a demonstration of His grace and faithfulness in that
He preserved the human race through Noah’s family.

A13 — Salvation

And | will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her
Seed; He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel. (Genesis 3:15)

For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes
in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send His Son into the
world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. (John 3:16-
17)

No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and | will raise him
up at the last day. (John 6:44)

Being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom
God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His
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righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins that were
previously committed. (Romans 3:24-25)

Now it was not written for his sake alone that it was imputed to him, but also for us. It
shall be imputed to us who believe in Him who raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead,
who was delivered up because of our offenses, and was raised because of our
justification. (Romans 4:23-25)

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away;
behold, all things have become new. (Il Corinthians 5:17)

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift
of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. (Ephesians 2:8-9)

For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, and by Him to
reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven,
having made peace through the blood of His cross. And you, who once were alienated
and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled in the body of
His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His
sight. (Colossians 1:19-22)

Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He
saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, whom
He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, that having been
justified by His grace we should become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
(Titus 3:5-7)

But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and
the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have no
sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that
we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us. My little children,
these things | write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an
Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. And He Himself is the propitiation
for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world. (I John 1:7-2:2)

Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made
known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as
he is. (1 John 3:2)

Despite our sin, God continues to love us and has provided for our salvation. He
promised Adam that He would send a Savior to overcome sin. God’s Son, the
Lord Jesus Christ, entered humanity, born of the virgin Mary. Jesus Christ lived a
perfect life and fulfilled the law completely. While on the cross in our place, and
as our substitute, He was separated from the Father. With His life-blood, He made
the payment for sin. His payment was sufficient to atone for all sin. Salvation is a
free gift of God to all and must be received personally and individually by grace,
through faith in Christ alone, utterly apart from any human merit or work.

Salvation is the permanent redemption by Christ of the whole person from sin
and death. By regeneration we become new creatures in Christ Jesus, because of
a change of heart wrought by the Holy Spirit through conviction of sin, to which
the sinner responds in repentance toward God and in faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ. By justification God graciously and fully acquits believers, imputes the

Version 1.8, 28-JUN-2020 Page 60 of 85



1870
1871
1872
1873
1874

1875

1876
1877
1878

1879
1880
1881
1882
1883
1884
1885

1886
1887
1888
1889
1890
1891
1892

1893
1894
1895

1896
1897
1898
1899
1900
1901
1902
1903
1904

1905
1906

1907
1908
1909
1910

1911
1912

righteousness of Jesus Christ to each one and brings them into a relationship of
peace and favor with Himself. By sanctification believers grow into moral and
spiritual maturity, through the presence and power of the Holy Spirit’s indwelling.
By glorification, the culmination of salvation, God rewards the redeemed with
everlasting life.

Al14 — The Church

Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three
thousand souls were added to them. And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’
doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers. (Acts 2:41-42)

For | do not desire, brethren, that you should be ignorant of this mystery, lest you should
be wise in your own opinion, that blindness in part has happened to Israel until the
fullness of the Gentiles has come in. And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: “The
Deliverer will come out of Zion, and He will turn away ungodliness from Jacob; for this is
My covenant with them, when | take away their sins.” Concerning the gospel they are
enemies for your sake, but concerning the election they are beloved for the sake of the
fathers. For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. (Romans 11:25-29)

For as we have many members in one body, but all the members do not have the same
function, so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one
another. Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use
them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; or ministry, let us use it in
our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who
gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with
cheerfulness. (Romans 12:4-8)

All things are lawful for me, but not all things are helpful; all things are lawful for me, but
not all things edify. Let no one seek his own, but each one the other’s well-being. (I
Corinthians 10:23-24)

There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are differences of ministries, but
the same Lord. And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works
all in all. But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all: for to
one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge
through the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings
by the same Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another
discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation
of tongues. But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one
individually as He wills. (I Corinthians 12: 4-11)

And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the
church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all. (Ephesians 1:22-23)

I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with
which you were called, with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing
with one another in love, endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace. (Ephesians 4:1-3)

And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and
some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for
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the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ; that we should no longer be children tossed to and fro and carried
about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of
deceitful plotting, but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who
is the head - Christ - from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every
joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share,
causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love. (Ephesians 4:11-16)

For the husband is the head of the wife, as also Christ is the head of the church; and He
is the Savior of the body. Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the
wives be to their own husbands in everything. Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ
also loved the church and gave Himself for her, that He might sanctify and cleanse her
with the washing of water by the word, that He might present her to Himself a glorious
church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and
without blemish. (Ephesians 5:23-27)

And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking
the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one
another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching. (Hebrews 10:24-25)

Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. (I John 4:11)
We love Him because He first loved us. (I John 4:19)

By the Holy Spirit all true believers in the Lord Jesus Christ are immediately made
members of one spiritual Body, the Church, the bride of Christ, of which Christ is
the Head. The formation of the Church began on the Day of Pentecost and will be
completed at the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. The Church has not replaced
God’s chosen people, Israel, and is distinct from them.

Believers are commanded to meet together for the purpose of glorifying God. We
worship God in prayer and by instruction from Scripture for spiritual growth and
development, singing, giving, fellowship, and observing the ordinances of
baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Although part of the Church, the Body of Christ,
each local congregation of believers is independent and autonomous under
Christ.

The Holy Spirit gives all who have put their faith in Jesus Christ spiritual gifts to
be used to benefit the body of Christ. Each believer is to be a faithful steward of
the time, talents and material possessions that God has entrusted to him and use
them for His glory.

All members of the body of Christ are to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace and love one another. Individually, we have religious liberty rooted in
Scripture and freedom of conscience with direct accountability to God.

A15 — Governance of Local Congregation

Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the
Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business; but we will give
ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word. And the saying pleased
the whole multitude. And they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, and
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Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch,
whom they set before the apostles; and when they had prayed, they laid hands on
them. Then the word of God spread, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly
in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were obedient to the faith. (Acts 6:3-7)

So when they had appointed elders in every church, and prayed with fasting, they
commended them to the Lord in whom they had believed. (Acts 14:23)

Then it pleased the apostles and elders, with the whole church, to send chosen men of
their own company to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas, namely, Judas who was also
named Barsabas, and Silas, leading men among the brethren. (Acts 15:22)

Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has
made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own
blood. (Acts 20:28)

| commend to you Phoebe our sister, who is a servant of the church in Cenchrea, that
you may receive her in the Lord in a manner worthy of the saints, and assist her in
whatever business she has need of you; for indeed she has been a helper of many and
of myself also. (Romans 16:1)

Let all things be done decently and in order. (I Corinthians 14:40)

And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the
dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence. (Colossians 1:18)

The elders who are among you | exhort, | who am a fellow elder and a witness of the
sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that will be revealed: Shepherd the
flock of God which is among you, serving as overseers, not by compulsion but willingly,
not for dishonest gain but eagerly; nor as being lords over those entrusted to you, but
being examples to the flock; and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the
crown of glory that does not fade away. (1 Peter 5:1-4)

Under the authority of Jesus Christ and His Word, our church governs itself
congregationally. In order to assist in meeting the spiritual and physical needs
within our congregation, church members have organized teams to serve in
specific areas of ministry. These ministry teams are led by elders, deacons, and
deaconesses, who meet together as a Church Council, manage the affairs of the
church, and present major matters to the church membership for a vote. A vote
by the church membership shall determine our officers, polity and all other
congregational business.

A16 — Ordinances

“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that |
have commanded you; and lo, | am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.
(Matthew 28:19-20)

Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in
newness of life. (Romans 6:4)

For | received from the Lord that which | also delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus on
the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; and when He had given thanks,
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He broke it and said, “Take, eat; this is My body which is for you; do this in
remembrance of Me.” In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying,
“This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you
proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes. (I Corinthians 11:23-26)

The Church observes two ordinances: baptism, and the Lord’s Supper. Believers
are commanded to be immersed in water in the name of the Father, the Son and
the Holy Spirit. It is the testimony of a believer’s new life in Christ by identifying
with Jesus’ death, burial, resurrection and a commitment to walk in newness of
life. The Lord’s Supper is observed to remember and proclaim Jesus’ death and
resurrection until He returns. The elements of communion are symbols of the
flesh and blood of Jesus Christ. Neither the participation in the Lord’s Supper nor
baptism are a means of salvation but an outward expression of an inner faith.

A17 — Christians in the World

You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It
is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men. You are
the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a
lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in
the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and
glorify your Father in heaven. (Matthew 5:13-16)

And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.”
(Mark 16:15)

Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not
expect. (Luke 12:40)

And He has made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the
earth, and has determined their preappointed times and the boundaries of their
dwellings, (Acts 17:26)

How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they
believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a
preacher? And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How
beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, who bring glad tidings of
good things!” (Romans 10:14-15)

| beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. And do not
be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you
may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. (Romans 12:1-2)

Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except
from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by God. Therefore whoever
resists the authority resists the ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring
judgment on themselves. For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to evil. Do you
want to be unafraid of the authority? Do what is good, and you will have praise from the
same. For he is God’s minister to you for good. But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does
not bear the sword in vain; for he is God’s minister, an avenger to execute wrath on him
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who practices evil. Therefore you must be subject, not only because of wrath but also
for conscience’ sake. For because of this you also pay taxes, for they are God’s
ministers attending continually to this very thing. Render therefore to all their due: taxes
to whom taxes are due, customs to whom customs, fear to whom fear, honor to whom
honor. (Romans 13:1-7)

Nevertheless you have done well that you shared in my distress. Now you Philippians
know also that in the beginning of the gospel, when | departed from Macedonia, no
church shared with me concerning giving and receiving but you only. For even in
Thessalonica you sent aid once and again for my necessities. Not that | seek the gift,
but | seek the fruit that abounds to your account. Indeed | have all and abound. | am full,
having received from Epaphroditus the things sent from you, a sweet-smelling aroma,
an acceptable sacrifice, well pleasing to God. (Philippians 4:14-18)

Therefore | exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of
thanks be made for all men, for kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a
quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence. (I Timothy 2:1-2)

But as for you, speak the things which are proper for sound doctrine: that the older men
be sober, reverent, temperate, sound in faith, in love, in patience; the older women
likewise, that they be reverent in behavior, not slanderers, not given to much wine,
teachers of good things - that they admonish the young women to love their husbands,
to love their children, to be discreet, chaste, homemakers, good, obedient to their own
husbands, that the word of God may not be blasphemed. Likewise, exhort the young
men to be sober-minded, in all things showing yourself to be a pattern of good works; in
doctrine showing integrity, reverence, incorruptibility, sound speech that cannot be
condemned, that one who is an opponent may be ashamed, having nothing evil to say
of you. Exhort bondservants to be obedient to their own masters, to be well pleasing in
all things, not answering back, not pilfering, but showing all good fidelity, that they may
adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in all things. For the grace of God that brings
salvation has appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, looking for the
blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who
gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for
Himself His own special people, zealous for good works. Speak these things, exhort,
and rebuke with all authority. Let no one despise you. Remind them to be subject to
rulers and authorities, to obey, to be ready for every good work, to speak evil of no one,
to be peaceable, gentle, showing all humility to all men. (Titus 2:1-3:2)

Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and
widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world. (James 1:27)

If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor
as yourself,” you do well; but if you show partiality, you commit sin, and are convicted by
the law as transgressors. (James 2:8-9)

But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to
everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear;
having a good conscience, that when they defame you as evildoers, those who revile
your good conduct in Christ may be ashamed. For it is better, if it is the will of God, to
suffer for doing good than for doing evil. (I Peter 3:15-17)
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Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of
the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world - the lust of the flesh, the lust of the
eyes, and the pride of life - is not of the Father but is of the world. And the world is
passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever. (I John
2:15-17)

Believers are the salt and light in society, being in the world, but separate from it.
They should walk, talk, dress and act in a way which reflects Scriptural
standards.

Believers are to oppose greed, selfishness and vice, to promote truth, justice and
peace, to aid the needy, and to preserve the dignity of all people regardless of
their condition or skin color. Racial distinctions are an unbiblical, man-made
concept. Every human is directly descended from Adam and Eve through Noah,
and therefore all humans are of the same ancestry.

Believers are commanded to take the message of our Lord Jesus Christ into the
world in which we work and live and support others, through prayer and finances,
who take the message of Jesus into the world.

All believers should live their lives in the expectation that Jesus Christ could
return at any moment.

Church and state exist by the will of God. God commands us to submit ourselves
to civil authority, to obey and support our government in matters not contrary to
Scripture, and to pray for our civil leaders.

A18 — Marriage, Sexuality, and Family

The LORD God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone. | will make a helper
suitable for him." Now the LORD God had formed out of the ground all the beasts of the
field and all the birds of the air. He brought them to the man to see what he would name
them; and whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name. So the man
gave names to all the livestock, the birds of the air and all the beasts of the field. But for
Adam no suitable helper was found. And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall on
Adam, and he slept; and He took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh in its place.
Then the rib which the LORD God had taken from man He made into a woman, and He
brought her to the man. And Adam said: “This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my
flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.” Therefore a man
shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one
flesh. And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.
(Genesis 2:18-25)

“You shall not commit adultery.” (Exodus 20:14)

Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak to the children of Israel, and say to
them: ‘I am the Lord your God. According to the doings of the land of Egypt, where you
dwelt, you shall not do; and according to the doings of the land of Canaan, where | am
bringing you, you shall not do; nor shall you walk in their ordinances. You shall observe
My judgments and keep My ordinances, to walk in them: | am the Lord your God. You
shall therefore keep My statutes and My judgments, which if a man does, he shall live
by them: | am the Lord. ‘None of you shall approach anyone who is near of kin to him, to
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uncover his nakedness: | am the Lord. The nakedness of your father or the nakedness
of your mother you shall not uncover. She is your mother; you shall not uncover her
nakedness. The nakedness of your father’s wife you shall not uncover; it is your father’s
nakedness. The nakedness of your sister, the daughter of your father, or the daughter
of your mother, whether born at home or elsewhere, their nakedness you shall not
uncover. The nakedness of your son’s daughter or your daughter's daughter, their
nakedness you shall not uncover; for theirs is your own nakedness. The nakedness of
your father’s wife’s daughter, begotten by your father—she is your sister—you shall not
uncover her nakedness. You shall not uncover the nakedness of your father’s sister;
she is near of kin to your father. You shall not uncover the nakedness of your mother’s
sister, for she is near of kin to your mother. You shall not uncover the nakedness of your
father’s brother. You shall not approach his wife; she is your aunt. You shall not uncover
the nakedness of your daughter-in-law—she is your son’s wife—you shall not uncover
her nakedness. You shall not uncover the nakedness of your brother’s wife; it is your
brother’s nakedness. You shall not uncover the nakedness of a woman and her
daughter, nor shall you take her son’s daughter or her daughter’s daughter, to uncover
her nakedness. They are near of kin to her. It is wickedness. Nor shall you take a
woman as a rival to her sister, to uncover her nakedness while the other is alive. ‘Also
you shall not approach a woman to uncover her nakedness as long as she is in her
customary impurity. Moreover you shall not lie carnally with your neighbor’s wife, to
defile yourself with her. And you shall not let any of your descendants pass through the
fire to Molech, nor shall you profane the name of your God: | am the Lord. You shall not
lie with a male as with a woman. It is an abomination. Nor shall you mate with any
animal, to defile yourself with it. Nor shall any woman stand before an animal to mate
with it. It is perversion. ‘Do not defile yourselves with any of these things; for by all these
the nations are defiled, which | am casting out before you. For the land is defiled;
therefore | visit the punishment of its iniquity upon it, and the land vomits out its
inhabitants. You shall therefore keep My statutes and My judgments, and shall not
commit any of these abominations, either any of your own nation or any stranger who
dwells among you (for all these abominations the men of the land have done, who were
before you, and thus the land is defiled), lest the land vomit you out also when you
defile it, as it vomited out the nations that were before you. For whoever commits any of
these abominations, the persons who commit them shall be cut off from among their
people. ‘Therefore you shall keep My ordinance, so that you do not commit any of these
abominable customs which were committed before you, and that you do not defile
yourselves by them: | am the Lord your God.” (Leviticus 18:1-30)

“‘Now this is the commandment, and these are the statutes and judgments which the
LORD your God has commanded to teach you, that you may observe them in the land
which you are crossing over to possess, that you may fear the LORD your God, to keep
all His statutes and His commandments which | command you, you and your son and
your grandson, all the days of your life, and that your days may be prolonged. Therefore
hear, O Israel, and be careful to observe it, that it may be well with you, and that you
may multiply greatly as the LORD God of your fathers has promised you—‘a land
flowing with milk and honey.”* Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one!
You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all
your strength. “And these words which | command you today shall be in your heart. You
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shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your
house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up. You shall
bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes.
You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. (Deuteronomy
6:1-9)

Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, the fruit of the womb is a reward. Like
arrows in the hand of a warrior, so are the children of one’s youth. Happy is the man
who has his quiver full of them; they shall not be ashamed, but shall speak with their
enemies in the gate. (Psalm 127:3-5)

| will praise You, for | am fearfully and wonderfully made; marvelous are Your works,
and that my soul knows very well. My frame was not hidden from You, when | was
made in secret, and skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. Your eyes saw my
substance, being yet unformed. And in Your book they all were written, the days
fashioned for me, when as yet there were none of them. (Psalm 139:14-16)

But did He not make them one, having a remnant of the Spirit? And why one? He seeks
godly offspring. Therefore take heed to your spirit, and let none deal treacherously with
the wife of his youth. (Malachi 2:15)

But | say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed
adultery with her in his heart. (Matthew 5:28)

Now it came to pass, when Jesus had finished these sayings, that He departed from
Galilee and came to the region of Judea beyond the Jordan. And great multitudes
followed Him, and He healed them there. The Pharisees also came to Him, testing Him,
and saying to Him, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for just any reason?” And
He answered and said to them, “Have you not read that He who made them at the
beginning ‘made them male and female,” and said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave
his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? So
then, they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let
not man separate.” (Matthew 19:1-6)

Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus had
appointed for them. When they saw Him, they worshiped Him; but some doubted. And
Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven
and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all
things that | have commanded you; and lo, | am with you always, even to the end of the
age.” Amen. (Matthew 28:16-20)

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, because what may
be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. For since the
creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the
things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without
excuse, because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were
thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened.
Professing to be wise, they became fools, and changed the glory of the incorruptible
God into an image made like corruptible man—and birds and four-footed animals and
creeping things. Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their
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hearts, to dishonor their bodies among themselves, who exchanged the truth of God for
the lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed
forever. Amen. For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. For even their
women exchanged the natural use for what is against nature. Likewise also the men,
leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust for one another, men with men
committing what is shameful, and receiving in themselves the penalty of their error
which was due. And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God
gave them over to a debased mind, to do those things which are not fitting; being filled
with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness;
full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; they are whisperers, backbiters,
haters of God, violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents,
undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful; who, knowing the
righteous judgment of God, that those who practice such things are deserving of death,
not only do the same but also approve of those who practice them. (Romans 1:18-32)

But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being witnessed by
the Law and the Prophets, even the righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ,
to all and on all who believe. For there is no difference; for all have sinned and fall short
of the glory of God, being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus, whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to
demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed over the
sins that were previously committed, to demonstrate at the present time His
righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.
(Romans 3:21-26)

Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ, through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we
stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. And not only that, but we also glory in
tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; and perseverance,
character; and character, hope. Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of
God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us. For
when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely
for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare
to die. But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners,
Christ died for us. Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be
saved from wrath through Him. For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to
God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be
saved by His life. And not only that, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation. (Romans 5:1-11)

Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts.
And do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present
yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of
righteousness to God. For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under
law but under grace. What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under
grace? Certainly not! Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to
obey, you are that one’s slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of
obedience leading to righteousness? But God be thanked that though you were slaves
of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered.
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And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness. | speak in
human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented your
members as slaves of uncleanness, and of lawlessness leading to more lawlessness,
SO now present your members as slaves of righteousness for holiness. For when you
were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. What fruit did you have
then in the things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death.
But now having been set free from sin, and having become slaves of God, you have
your fruit to holiness, and the end, everlasting life. For the wages of sin is death, but the
gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 6:12-23)

For Moses writes about the righteousness which is of the law, “The man who does
those things shall live by them.” But the righteousness of faith speaks in this way, “Do
not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?” (that is, to bring Christ down from
above) or, “Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the
dead). But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart”
(that is, the word of faith which we preach): that if you confess with your mouth the Lord
Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be
saved. For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth
confession is made unto salvation. For the Scripture says, “Whoever believes on Him
will not be put to shame.” For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the
same Lord over all is rich to all who call upon Him. For “whoever calls on the name of
the Lord shall be saved.” (Romans 10:5-13)

It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and such sexual
immorality as is not even named among the Gentiles—that a man has his father’s wife!
And you are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he who has done this deed
might be taken away from among you. For | indeed, as absent in body but present in
spirit, have already judged (as though | were present) him who has so done this deed.
In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when you are gathered together, along with my
spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, deliver such a one to Satan for the
destruction of the flesh, that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. Your
glorying is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump?
Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, since you truly are
unleavened. For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us. Therefore let us
keep the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but
with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. | wrote to you in my epistle not to keep
company with sexually immoral people. Yet | certainly did not mean with the sexually
immoral people of this world, or with the covetous, or extortioners, or idolaters, since
then you would need to go out of the world. But now | have written to you not to keep
company with anyone named a brother, who is sexually immoral, or covetous, or an
idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or an extortioner—not even to eat with such a
person. (I Corinthians 5:1-11)

Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be
deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor
sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will
inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you
were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of
our God. (I Corinthians 6:9-11)
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Now concerning virgins: | have no commandment from the Lord; yet | give judgment as
one whom the Lord in His mercy has made trustworthy. | suppose therefore that this is
good because of the present distress—that it is good for a man to remain as he is: Are
you bound to a wife? Do not seek to be loosed. Are you loosed from a wife? Do not
seek a wife. But even if you do marry, you have not sinned; and if a virgin marries, she
has not sinned. Nevertheless such will have trouble in the flesh, but | would spare you.
(I Corinthians 7:25-28)

But | want you to be without care. He who is unmarried cares for the things of the
Lord—how he may please the Lord. (I Corinthians 7:32)

Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or absent, to be well pleasing to Him.
For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive
the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.
Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are well known to
God, and | also trust are well known in your consciences. For we do not commend
ourselves again to you, but give you opportunity to boast on our behalf, that you may
have an answer for those who boast in appearance and not in heart. For if we are
beside ourselves, it is for God; or if we are of sound mind, it is for you. For the love of
Christ compels us, because we judge thus: that if One died for all, then all died; and He
died for all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who
died for them and rose again. Therefore, from now on, we regard no one according to
the flesh. Even though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know
Him thus no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things
have passed away; behold, all things have become new. Now all things are of God, who
has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of
reconciliation, that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not
imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation.
Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we
implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God. For He made Him who knew no
sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. (Il
Corinthians 5:9-21)

Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us (for it
is written, “Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree”), that the blessing of Abraham
might come upon the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the
Spirit through faith. (Galatians 3:13-14)

Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness,
lewdness, idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish
ambitions, dissensions, heresies, envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of
which | tell you beforehand, just as | also told you in time past, that those who practice
such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. (Galatians 5:19-21)

In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the
riches of His grace which He made to abound toward us in all wisdom and prudence,
having made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure which
He purposed in Himself, that in the dispensation of the fullness of the times He might
gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on
earth—in Him. (Ephesians 1:7-10)
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Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. “Honor your father and mother,’
which is the first commandment with a promise: “that it may be well with you and you
may live long on the earth.” And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but
bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord. (Ephesians 6:1-4)

Finally then, brethren, we urge and exhort in the Lord Jesus that you should abound
more and more, just as you received from us how you ought to walk and to please God,;
for you know what commandments we gave you through the Lord Jesus. For this is the
will of God, your sanctification: that you should abstain from sexual immorality; that
each of you should know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor, not
in passion of lust, like the Gentiles who do not know God; that no one should take
advantage of and defraud his brother in this matter, because the Lord is the avenger of
all such, as we also forewarned you and testified. For God did not call us to
uncleanness, but in holiness. Therefore he who rejects this does not reject man, but
God, who has also given us His Holy Spirit. (I Thessalonians 4:1-8)

As | urged you when | went into Macedonia—remain in Ephesus that you may charge
some that they teach no other doctrine, nor give heed to fables and endless
genealogies, which cause disputes rather than godly edification which is in faith. Now
the purpose of the commandment is love from a pure heart, from a good conscience,
and from sincere faith, from which some, having strayed, have turned aside to idle talk,
desiring to be teachers of the law, understanding neither what they say nor the things
which they affirm. But we know that the law is good if one uses it lawfully, knowing this:
that the law is not made for a righteous person, but for the lawless and insubordinate,
for the ungodly and for sinners, for the unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers and
murderers of mothers, for manslayers, for fornicators, for sodomites, for kidnappers, for
liars, for perjurers, and if there is any other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine,
according to the glorious gospel of the blessed God which was committed to my trust. (I
Timothy 1:3-11)

| charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living
and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom: Preach the word! Be ready in season
and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. For the
time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own
desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; and
they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables. But you be
watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.
(Il Timothy 4:1-5)

For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, teaching us that,
denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in
the present age, looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God
and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every
lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works.
Speak these things, exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no one despise you. (Titus
2:11-15)

But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, with the greater and more
perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of this creation. Not with the blood
of goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most Holy Place once for
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all, having obtained eternal redemption. For if the blood of bulls and goats and the
ashes of a heifer, sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh, how
much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself
without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?
And for this reason He is the Mediator of the new covenant, by means of death, for the
redemption of the transgressions under the first covenant, that those who are called
may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance. (Hebrews 9:11-15)

Marriage is honorable among all, and the bed undefiled; but fornicators and adulterers
God will judge. (Hebrews 13:4)

Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness. And you know
that He was manifested to take away our sins, and in Him there is no sin. Whoever
abides in Him does not sin. Whoever sins has neither seen Him nor known Him. (I John
3:4-6)

The family is the basic unit of society and is composed of persons related to one
another by marriage, blood or adoption. While singleness is also blessed by God,
He created men and women to complement one another and ordained marriage
as a voluntary union for life of one man and one woman.

Marriage is more than a contract, it is a covenant before God, in which He joins
one man and one woman together “in one flesh” and forbids anyone to break it.
As a divinely ordained institution, it derives its meaning from God alone and is
thus not subject to redefinition by any other authority.

Sexual intimacy is designed by God, and when expressed between a man and a
woman united in marriage, is right and acceptable. However, the practice of any
form of sexual immorality, as defined in the Bible, is sinful, offensive to God, and
incurs His judgment. Therefore, sexual intimacy is legitimate only within the
boundaries of marriage. God ordained marriage for companionship, to
complement each other and to raise godly offspring. Children, from the moment
of conception, are a blessing and heritage from the Lord. Parents are responsible
for bringing up their children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.

Furthermore, because the Bible teaches that marriage is only between one man
and one woman as determined by their biological sex, any recognition of other
unions as legitimate marriage is contrary to the Bible. As a matter of belief,
doctrine, and religious practice, it is our conviction that the term “marriage” is
reserved for the lifetime, covenant relationship between one man and one
woman.

However, no sin, including sexual immorality, renders a person incapable of
receiving forgiveness. Rather, God promises that anyone who turns from their sin
in repentance and places their trust in the atoning death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ will receive forgiveness and redemption from sin, reconciliation with
God, peace through a purified conscience, and hope for a new life.

A19 — Rapture and The Great Tribulation
Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; but in the middle of the week

He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of abominations shall be
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one who makes desolate, even until the consummation, which is determined, is poured
out on the desolate. (Daniel 9:27)

Therefore when you see the “abomination of desolation”, spoken of by Daniel the
prophet, standing in the holy place (whoever reads, let him understand), then let those
who are in Judea flee to the mountains. Let him who is on the housetop not go down to
take anything out of his house. And let him who is in the field not go back to get his
clothes. But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in
those days! And pray that your flight may not be in winter or on the Sabbath. For then
there will be great tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the world
until this time, no, nor ever shall be. And unless those days were shortened, no flesh
would be saved; but for the elect’s sake those days will be shortened. Then if anyone
says to you, “Look, here is the Christ!” or “There!” do not believe it. For false christs and
false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even
the elect. See, | have told you beforehand. Therefore if they say to you, “Look, He is in
the desert!” do not go out; or “Look, He is in the inner rooms!” do not believe it. For as
the lightning comes from the east and flashes to the west, so also will the coming of the
Son of Man be. For wherever the carcass is, there the eagles will be gathered together.
Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon
will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will
be shaken. Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the
tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of
heaven with power and great glory. And He will send His angels with a great sound of a
trumpet, and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of
heaven to the other. (Matthew 24:15-31)

In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, | would have told you. | go to
prepare a place for you. And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again and
receive you to Myself; that where | am, there you may be also. (John 14:2-3)

Behold, | tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed - in a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and
the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. (I Corinthians 15:51-52)

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive
the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad. (ll
Corinthians 5:10)

For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord
Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious
body, according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all things to Himself.
(Philippians 3:20-21)

For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an
archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we
who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet
the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one
another with these words. (I Thessalonians 4:16-18)

Now brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering
together to Him, we ask you, not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, either by spirit
or by word or by letter, as if from us, as though the day of Christ had come. Let no one
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deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the falling away comes
first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, who opposes and exalts
himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the
temple of God, showing himself that he is God. Do you not remember that when | was
still with you | told you these things? And now you know what is restraining, that he may
be revealed in his own time. For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He
who now restrains will do so until He is taken out of the way. And then the lawless one
will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy
with the brightness of His coming. The coming of the lawless one is according to the
working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders, and with all unrighteous
deception among those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth,
that they might be saved. And for this reason God will send them strong delusion, that
they should believe the lie, that they all may be condemned who did not believe the
truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness. (Il Thessalonians 2:1-12)

But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: For men will be lovers of
themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents,
unthankful, unholy, unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal,
despisers of good, traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of
God, having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn
away! (Il Timothy 3:1-5)

Because you have kept My command to persevere, | also will keep you from the hour of
trial which shall come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth.
(Revelation 3:10)

And | heard, as it were, the voice of a great multitude, as the sound of many waters and
as the sound of mighty thunderings, saying, “Alleluia! For the Lord God Omnipotent
reigns! Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has
come, and His wife has made herself ready.” And to her it was granted to be arrayed in
fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. Then he
said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are those who are called to the marriage supper of the
Lamb!”” And he said to me, “These are the true sayings of God.” (Revelation 19:6-9)

We believe that the world is day by day ripening for judgment, and that the days
prior to this time will be characterized by great apostasy and wickedness. The
Lord Jesus Christ is now in heaven preparing a place for His people. As
promised, He will appear visibly in the clouds to translate His bride, the Church,
from this earth into heaven. Between this event and His glorious return with His
saints, He will reward each believer according to their works at His judgment seat
and celebrate the Marriage Supper of the Lamb with His bride, the Church. During
this interval, the righteous judgments of God will be poured out upon an
unbelieving world. This seven-year period, called the Great Tribulation, is the
seventieth week prophesied by Daniel and will be a time of great suffering to
purify Israel, to judge the unbelieving nations, and to try the hearts of men, and in
which many will believe and be martyred.
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A20 — Second Coming of Christ and Establishment of Millennial Kingdom

For the Lord will comfort Zion, He will comfort all her waste places; He will make her
wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the garden of the Lord; joy and gladness will
be found in it, thanksgiving and the voice of melody. (Isaiah 51:3)

They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit.
They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; for as the
days of a tree, so shall be the days of My people, and My elect shall long enjoy the work
of their hands. They shall not labor in vain, nor bring forth children for trouble; for they
shall be the descendants of the blessed of the Lord, and their offspring with them. It
shall come to pass that before they call, | will answer; and while they are still speaking, |
will hear. The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, the lion shall eat straw like the ox,
and dust shall be the serpent’s food. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy
mountain,” says the Lord. (Isaiah 65:21-25)

He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give
Him the throne of His father David. (Luke 1:32)

Because the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the
glorious liberty of the children of God. (Romans 8:21)

Then | saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the key to the bottomless pit
and a great chain in his hand. He laid hold of the dragon, that serpent of old, who is the
Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years; and he cast him into the
bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal on him, so that he should deceive the
nations no more till the thousand years were finished. But after these things he must be
released for a little while. And | saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was
committed to them. Then | saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their
witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who had not worshiped the beast or his
image, and had not received his mark on their foreheads or on their hands. And they
lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. But the rest of the dead did not live
again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection. Blessed and
holy is he who has part in the first resurrection. Over such the second death has no
power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a
thousand years. Now when the thousand years have expired, Satan will be released
from his prison and will go out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the
earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle, whose number is as the sand
of the sea. They went up on the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of the
saints and the beloved city. And fire came down from God out of heaven and devoured
them. (Revelation 20:1-9)

The Great Tribulation will be climaxed by the physical return of the Lord Jesus
Christ to the earth, with power and great glory, to reclaim creation and establish
His earthly kingdom. He will rule His kingdom for a thousand years. He will bind
Satan and place him in the abyss, lift the curse which now rests upon all of
creation, restore Israel to her own land and give her the realization of God’s
covenant promises, and bring the knowledge of God to the whole world. At the
close of the thousand years, Satan will be loosed and will go out to deceive some
of those born during the Millennium who will be destroyed by God with fire from
heaven.
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A21 - Judgment and Eternity

And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment. (Hebrews 9:27)

And the angels who did not keep their proper domain, but left their own abode, He has
reserved in everlasting chains under darkness for the judgment of the great day. (Jude
6)

The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where the
beast and the false prophet are. And they will be tormented day and night forever and
ever. Then | saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth
and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them. And | saw the dead,
small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And another book was
opened which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works,
by the things which were written in the books. The sea gave up the dead who were in it,
and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged,
each one according to his works. Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire.
This is the second death. And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into
the lake of fire. (Revelation 20:10-15)

Now | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had
passed away. Also there was no more sea. Then |, John, saw the holy city, New
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband. And | heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God
is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will
be with them and be their God. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there
shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the
former things have passed away.” (Revelation 21:1-4)

At the close of the Millennium all unbelievers will be raised from the dead and will
appear before God’s throne to be judged according to their deeds. All who do not
have their name in the Book of Life will be found guilty and will be punished by
consciously spending eternity in the Lake of Fire in great suffering. Those whose
names are found in the Book of Life will be rewarded by experiencing eternity in
conscious blessedness in God’s presence. At this time the demons are judged by
God, and Satan is thrown into the lake of fire for eternity. God will make a new
heaven and a new earth, the old shall pass away, and time will lapse into eternity.

A22 — Conclusion

The entirety of Your word is truth, and every one of Your righteous judgments endures
forever. (Psalm 119:160)

‘Do not think that | came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. | did not come to destroy
but to fulfill. For assuredly, | say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one
tittle will by no means pass from the law till all is fulfilled. Whoever therefore breaks one
of the least of these commandments, and teaches men so, shall be called least in the
kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and teaches them, he shall be called great in the
kingdom of heaven. For | say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the
righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of
heaven.” (Matthew 5:17-20)
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2621  For | testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone
2622 adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this book; and if
2623 anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away
2624  his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the things which are written in
2625 this book. He who testifies to these things says, “Surely | am coming quickly.” Amen.
2626 Even so, come, Lord Jesus! The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.
2627 (Revelation 22:18-21)

2628 We believe that the Bible, and the doctrine contained therein, is a sacred trust to
2629 be preserved and taught in its purity, and that it teaches a life to be lived and the
2630 Gospel to be preached. Amen.

2631
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APPENDIX B — BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES OF LOCAL CHURCH GOVERNANCE

The following are summaries of key Biblical principles that were used to develop the
governance structure in this Constitution.

B1 — Christ is the Head of the Church, and spiritually all his disciples are on a level ground
before Him, each having direct access to Him and responsibility to intercede for the good of all
as a community of priests (Ephesians 4:15; Matthew 23:8-11; | Timothy 2:5; Revelation 1:6;
Galatians 6:1-2; Hebrews 3:13).

B2 — A believer’s loyalty is to the Bible. Peter makes it clear in Acts 2:22-39 that the people
were held responsible for not standing against their leader’s decision to crucify Jesus Christ.

B3 — Not inconsistent with this equality, God has ordained the existence of officers in the
church, some of whom are charged under Christ with the leadership of the church (I Timothy
5:17; | Thessalonians 5:12; Hebrews 13:7,13:17; Acts 20:28).

B4 — Under the authority of Jesus Christ and His Word, the final court of appeal in the local
church in deciding matters of disagreement is the congregation itself. This is implied, first, in the
fact that the leaders are not to lead by coercion, but by persuasion and free consent [I Peter
5:3]; second, in the fact that elders may be censured [I Timothy 5:19]; and third, in the fact that
in Matthew 18:15-20, the church is the final court of appeal in matters of discipline.

B5 — Therefore, the local congregation should call and approve its own leaders.

B6 — Spiritual qualifications should never be sacrificed to technical expertise. For example, the
Deacon of Stewardship should be a man or a woman with a heart for God even more
importantly than they have a head for finance, and best of all, both.

B7 — The selection process should provide for the necessary assessment of possible leaders by
a group (such as an Elections Committee) able to discern their qualifications from the Bible and
that the process should provide for the final approval by the congregation (I Timothy 3:1-7, |
Timothy 3:8-13, Titus 1:5-9, and | Peter 5:1-4).

B8 — These leaders are gifted by God for ministry, recognized and confirmed by the
congregation, and are responsible under God to the congregation. The congregation affirms
God's call and gifts in a person's life and commissions that person into the role of Biblical
leadership. They also voluntarily support and are persuaded by those leaders as these leaders
show the congregation what to do from the Bible and by personal example (Hebrews 13:7-17).

B9 — There do not appear to be explicit rules in the New Testament regarding which decisions
the whole congregation shall vote on as a body. This would therefore be worked out in a
congregationally approved agreement (such as this constitution and bylaws) reflecting the need
for free and efficient leadership on the one hand and accountability to the congregation on the
other.

B10 — The leaders of the church need to be people who are spiritually mature, exemplary, and
gifted for the ministry given to them. (I Timothy 3:1-13; Titus 1:5-9; Romans 12:6-8; Acts 20:28;
Philippians 2:2).

B11 — The New Testament assumes the existence of two offices for the ongoing life of the
church: Elders and Deacons (Philippians 1:1; | Timothy 3:1-13). Elders and Deacons should
follow the Lord’s example: "... the greatest among you should be like the youngest, and the one
who rules like the one who serves." (Luke 22:26b).
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A. The Elders are the doctrinal guardians of the flock, oversee the life of the church and
are responsible to God for the feeding and care and ministry of the people from the Bible
and through prayer. In the body of Christ there is an emphasis on the equality of believers,
making it somewhat different from the home and government. In Hebrews 13:17, believers
are commanded to obey their leaders. The word used is peith which has the usual meaning
of “convince” or “persuade.” The “obedience” suggested is not by submission to authority,
but resulting from persuasion. Peith and pisteu, “to trust,” are closely related
etymologically; the difference in meaning is that the former implies the obedience that is
produced by the latter. The emphasis here is on an obedience that comes from being
persuaded that something is true. In this case, it would be the truth of the Bible that is in
view. Here they are being called upon to persuade the people that follow them with the
truth of the Bible. This would reinforce the necessity of leaders to be men who can handle
the Bible with skill and effectiveness. It must be remembered that the office of elder does
not come endowed with wisdom from God. Upon entering the office of elder, a man is
given authority but not the wisdom to use that authority in a God-honoring manner. That is
why elders are required to be “apt to teach” as one of their key qualifications (I Timothy 3:2;
Titus 1:9-10). On the other hand, the congregation should be persuadable and not stiff-
necked (Hebrews 13:7-17).

With regard to the time-honored office of "pastor," the New Testament only refers to the
office by this name one time (Ephesians 4:11). The term appears to be a functional
description of the role of "elder," stressing the care and feeding of the church as God's
flock, just as "bishop" or "overseer" is a functional description of the role of elder, stressing
the governing or oversight of the church. This would imply that what we usually call "the
pastor" of the church is properly one of several elders. Together they are charged with the
teaching and oversight of the church. Within the Church Council, differing roles will be
performed so that very likely one will be the "preaching/teaching elder" while not excluding
others from that responsibility.

B. The Deacons relieve the elders of distractions and pressures that would divert them
from the ministry of the Word and prayer and the general oversight of the church (Acts 6:1-
7). Thus it appears that deacons would care for the building and grounds; supply the
communion and baptismal needs, as well as all other food and fellowship materials;
administer a fund for the manifold material needs of the people and be ready to step in
during crises of all kinds; handle the greeting and welcoming ministries; and provide
practical assistance in areas such as job-hunting, housing matters, legal-aid, childcare, etc.
In general, they would be ready to assist the elders of the church in any "service" that
would support and promote the ministry of the Bible. In other words, elders without
deacons cause elders to leave the ministry of the Bible and prayer, and begin acting like
deacons. Similarly, placing elders over deacons institutes a layer of hierarchy and causes
elders to have to spend time becoming familiar with diaconate matters, time that is not
spent on the ministry of the Bible and prayer. Since they have the same qualifications as
elders, except for the ability to teach, the focus of deacons upon administrative and
operational matters complement the focus of the elders in the ministry of the Bible and
prayer in our church.

B12 — Bethany Baptist Church is congregational in its governance, because all who have placed
their faith in Jesus Christ have equal standing before God. Our governance reflects that we
individually are indwelt by the Holy Spirit and therefore are all under the authority and leadership
of Jesus Christ, the Head of the Church. Each believer’s loyalty is to God as revealed in His
Word. The church membership elects leaders known as the Church Council, which is comprised
of elders and deacons, who will lead the congregation by using their God-given gifts. While we
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depend on the spiritual maturity of our Church Council, we recognize that the Holy Spirit has
gifted all believers within the congregation (Acts 15:1-33).

B13 — The church membership delegates and entrusts responsibility for preserving the spiritual
integrity and doctrine (elders) as well as day-to-day operations (deacons) within the church to
the thirteen (13) members of the Church Council. In general, the deacons will defer to the elders
in spiritual and doctrinal matters while the elders will defer to the deacons in administrative and
operational matters. While the Church Council has been entrusted with these duties, they are
accountable to the church membership and will provide status reports and updates at the
guarterly business meetings. These meetings are opportunities for the church membership to
ask questions and provide input and affirm the direction of the Church Council. In the rare event
that there is a dispute, the church membership can, with prayer and the leading of the Holy
Spirit, redirect the Church Council.

B14 — We believe women can serve as deacons in the church. One of the main proof texts for
determining whether women can serve as deacons is | Timothy 3:8-12, “Likewise deacons must
be reverent, not double-tongued, not given to much wine, not greedy for money, holding the
mystery of the faith with a pure conscience. But let these also first be tested; then let them serve
as deacons, being found blameless. Likewise their wives must be reverent, not slanderers,
temperate, faithful in all things. Let deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children
and their own houses well.” The statement that deacons are to meet the qualification to “be the
husbands of one wife” (I Timothy 3:12) would seem to disqualify women from serving as
deacons. However, the Greek word gunaikas in | Timothy 3:11 can be translated “women” or
‘wives”, thus alternately rendering verse 11 as, “Likewise women must be reverent...”. Here
Paul likely refers not to deacons’ wives, but to the women who serve as deacons. The use of
the word “likewise” as an introduction in verse 11 suggests a third group of leaders in addition to
elders and male deacons. Furthermore, Paul gave no requirements for elders’ wives when
outlining the qualifications for eldership. Why would he then list qualifications for deacons’
wives? If it were important for the wives of leaders to behave in a certain way, it is logical to
assume he would be more, or at least equally, concerned for the elders’ wives since elders are
in a more prominent position in the church. But he makes no such demands on elders’ wives.

Another verse frequently used to support the office of deaconess is Romans 16:1, “| commend
to you Phoebe our sister, who is a servant of the church in Cenchrea”. Paul refers to Phoebe
with the same word diakonon that he uses in | Timothy 3:12. This word can be translated
“servant” or transliterated “deacon”. It is unclear whether Paul is saying that Phoebe holds the
office of deaconess or is a deacon-like servant. In the early church, women servants cared for
sick believers, the poor, strangers, and those in prison. They instructed women and children
(Titus 2:3-5). While we do not know if Phoebe had the official title of “deacon”, Paul did think
enough of her to entrust her with the tremendous responsibility of delivering the epistle to the
Romans to the church in Rome (Romans 16:1-2). The relative silence in Scripture about
deaconesses does not necessarily disqualify women from serving as deacon. Therefore,
because Scripture does not speak against it but perhaps may even endorse it, we allow women
to serve as deacons.

B15 — The concern has been expressed that should women be elected to all eight (8) deacon
positions, they could control the direction of the Church Council. The same potential for women
to be in control also exists at the congregational level which is the final court of appeal in this
local church. At the initial adoption of this constitution (September 2007), women comprised
55% and men comprised 45% of the active voting members. Therefore, at the congregational
level, there exists the same potential for the women of the church to redirect the Church
Council, even if it were comprised entirely of men. While the deacons (male and/or female)
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2771  could control the direction of the Church Council, they are expected to defer to the elders in
2772  spiritual and doctrinal matters and function within the Biblical boundaries for a deacon.

2773 B16 — This governance structure allows the Church Council to lead efficiently and in a timely
2774 manner. They are able to make decisions on behalf of the church while giving the church
2775 membership general oversight responsibility for the direction of the church.

2776 B17 — A believer’s primary loyalty is to the Bible (Acts 17:11), and their responsibility is to verify
2777  that the teaching they receive is Biblical. The elders and deacons are not to say “Do it because |
2778  say s0’, but rather “Do what | show you from the Bible.”

2779
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2780 APPENDIX C — ORDINATION OF PASTORS
2781  Refer to Chapter 7 — Ordination in “A Baptist Handbook”, Dr. George A. Lang, 1958.

2782  Refer to Chapter 14 — Ordination in “Principles and Practices for Baptist Churches”, Edward T.
2783  Hiscox, Kregel Publications, 1894.

2784  Refer to Chapter 3 — The Christian Ministry — Ordination and Pastoral Leadership in “The New
2785  Hiscox Guide for Baptist Churches”, Everett C. Goodwin, Judson Press, 1995.

2786

Version 1.8, 28-JUN-2020 Page 83 of 85



2787 APPENDIX D - BIBLIOGRAPHY USED TO PREPARE THIS CONSTITUTION
2788  Books and Articles

2789  Baptist Center for Theology and Ministry, Issues in Baptist Polity, Part 1, Spring 2004, Vol. 2, No. 1
2790  Baptist Center for Theology and Ministry, Issues in Baptist Polity, Part 2, Spring 2005, Vol. 3, No. 1
2791 Begg, Alistair and Derek Prime., On Being a Pastor, Moody Publishers, 2004

2792 Benware, Paul., Leadership Authority in the Church, 1999.

2793  Breshears, Gerry, Defining the Office of Elder, Western Seminary, 1993.

2794 Breshears, Gerry, Ecclesiology, Gerry Breshears, Western Seminary, 2006.

2795  carlson, Violet C., Sample Church Constitution, The Christian Educator’s File, 1954.

2796  Couser, Richard B., Ministry and the American Legal System, Fortress Press, 1993.

2797  Dagg, J.L., Manual of Church Order, Gano Books, 1990.

2798  DeBlock, Dale B., Constitutional Concepts & Considerations for the Autonomous Christian Church, 2006.
2799  Decker, Rodney J., Polity and the Elder Issue, Baptist Bible Seminary, 1988.

2800  Dever, Mark E., A Display of God’s Glory, Basics of Church Structure — Elders, Deacons, Congregationalism
2801  and Membership, 9Marks Ministries, 2001, www.9marks.org

2802  Dever, Mark E., Baptists and Elders, 9Marks Ministries, 2004, www.9marks.org
2803  Dever, Mark E., By Whose Authority — Elders in Baptist Life, 9Marks Ministries, 2006, www.9marks.org
2804  Dever, Mark E., Nine Marks of a Healthy Church, Crossway Books, 2004, www.9marks.org

2805  Dever, Mark E., Polity — A Collection of Historic Baptist Documents — Biblical Arguments on How to Conduct
2806  Church Life, 9Marks Ministries, 2001, www.9marks.org

2807  Dever, Mark E., and Paul Alexander, The Deliberate Church — Building Your Ministry on the Gospel, Crossway
2808  Books, 2005, www.9marks.org

2809  Dunham, Duane, Reflections on Church Polity: Voting and the Bible, 2007, duane@canby.com.
2810  Dunham, Duane, Church Membership, 2007, duane@canby.com.

2811 Dunham, Duane, The Theory and Practice of Church Discipline, 2007, duane@canby.com.
2812  Getz, Gene A, Elders and Leaders, Moody Publishers, 2003.

2813  Goodwin, Everett C., The New Hiscox Guide for Baptist Churches, Judson Press, 1995.
2814  Grudem, Wayne, Evangelical Feminism and Biblical Truth, Multhomah, 2004.

2815  Handt, Dr. Barbara, Statement of Faith, 2006.

2816  Hiscox, Edward T., Principles and Practices for Baptist Churches, Kregel Publications, 1894.
2817  Hiscox, Edward T., The New Directory for Baptist Churches, Judson Press, 1894.

2818  House, H. Wayne, Christian Ministries and the Law, Kregel Publications, 1999.

2819  Keathley, J. Hampton, Church Discipline, 1997, www.bible.org/page.php?page_id=532.
2820  Lang, Dr. George A., A Baptist Handbook, Roger Williams Press, 1959.

2821 Lawless, Chuck, Membership Matters, Zondervan, 2005.

2822 MacArthur, John F., The Master’s Plan for the Church, Moody Press, 1991

2823  Mack, Wayne A. and Dave Swavely, Life in the Father’s House — A Member’s Guide to the Local Church, P&R
2824  Publishing, 2006.

2825  Mattison, Mark E. Authority in the Church.

2826  Newton, Phil A., Elders in Congregational Life — Rediscovering the Biblical Model for Church Leadership,
2827  Kregal Publications, 2005

Version 1.8, 28-JUN-2020 Page 84 of 85


http://www.9marks.org/
http://www.9marks.org/
http://www.9marks.org/
http://www.9marks.org/
http://www.9marks.org/
http://www.9marks.org/

2828
2829
2830

2831
2832

2833
2834
2835

2836
2837

2838
2839
2840
2841

2842

2843
2844
2845
2846
2847
2848
2849
2850

2851
2852

2853
2854
2855
2856
2857

2858

Pendleton, James M., Church Manual, Judson Press, 1867.

Piper, John., Biblical Eldership, 1999, www.desiringgod.org

Piper, John and Wayne Grudem, Recovering Biblical Manhood and Womanhood, Crossway Books, 2006.

Piper, John, Rethinking the Governance Structure at Bethlehem Baptist Church, John Piper, April 27, 2000,
www.desiringgod.org

Robert, General Henry M., Robert’s Rules of Order, 11" Edition, Da Capo Press, 2011. Utilized excerpts from
“Electronic Meeting Sample Rules” PDF document included on the CD-ROM version under “Forms” directory,
available from https://www.robertsrules.com/, for the section on Electronic Meetings in this constitution.

Strauch, Alexander, Biblical Eldership — An Urgent Call to Restore Biblical Church Leadership, Lewis and Roth
Publishers, 1995

Stedman, Ray C., Some Leadership, Church Government and Eldership Principles, ,
Winslow, Paul, Leadership in the Church, 1979.

Wring, Robert A, Elder rule increasing in Baptist life by Hannah Elliott, 2006.

Wring, Robert A., Elder Rule and Southern Baptist Church Polity, 2005.

Church Constitutions
Constitution of the Capitol Hill Baptist Church, Washington, DC, Revised May 18, 2003.

Bylaws of Grace Community Church of the Valley, Sun Valley, CA, Adopted January 17, 1999.
Constitution and By-Laws, Bethlehem Baptist Church of Minneapolis, MN, Amended December 10, 2003.
Constitution and By-Laws, Harvest Community Church, Hillsboro, OR, Draft May 6, 2006.

Constitution and Bylaws, First Baptist Church of Milwaukie, Milwaukie, OR, Amended January 26, 1999.
Christ Community Baptist Church Constitution, Puyallup, WA, (no date).

Constitution of the Bethany Baptist Church, Portland, OR, Amended July 23, 2006 (Overseer model)

Constitution of the Bethany Baptist Church, Portland, OR, Amended January 12, 1992 (Diaconate, Trustee, Christian
Education & Advisory model).

Church Constitution and By-Laws, Ocean Park Community Church, Ocean Park, WA, Revised January 1987.
Constitution, Central Bible Church, Approved June 30, 1996.

The Constitution Of Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, Tigard, OR, Approved March 5, 2000.

The Bylaws Of Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, Tigard, OR, Approved November 13, 2005.

** END OF DOCUMENT ***

Version 1.8, 28-JUN-2020 Page 85 of 85


http://www.desiringgod.org/
http://www.desiringgod.org/
https://www.robertsrules.com/

