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Why marry in church?
Churches are special places and there are some things about
a church wedding that you just can’t get anywhere else..

A church is so much more than simply a venue for your wedding. Unique and

special things become part of your marriage, on the day itself and beyond:-

• A church wedding will add a spiritual dimension to your marriage. The

ceremony includes God and looks to him for help and guidance. God’s

blessing is the main attraction for many couples, whatever their beliefs.

• You can make amazing vows, or promises, in a church. You can only

make vows this big in a church. These vows, made in public, will help you to

stay together and grow together. God and your church are there for you to

help you keep your vows.

• The Vicar has a very particular role to play in your wedding. They can

blend ancient tradition and modern experience to reflect your story. Because

of the relationship with the Vicar, your wedding can be made personal,

memorable, meaningful and beautiful.

• Church buildings offer outstanding beauty. Old or new, intimate or

grand, our 16,000 churches are some of the nation’s most stunning wedding

venues, with two-thirds being listed buildings.

• Church buildings offer centuries of history. Imagine all the couples who

have married in your local church, some of whom may well be your family. You

can feel you’re becoming part of history itself, the bigger plan, by marrying in

the same place as your relatives. We know these sorts of connections can

make your day even more special.

• You can be involved in making choices about your ceremony. You can

even use our online ceremony planner to get you started.
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• For some people, a church simply seems like the proper place to get

married. Churches can be described as ‘peaceful’, ‘serene’, or having an

atmosphere that makes marrying there a particularly special experience.

• And after your wedding, you’ll realise that a church is more than simply

a wedding venue. We’ll always be here for you.

St Andrew's Kinson also offer:

A Service of Prayer and Dedication

after a Civil Marriage

A Service of Thanksgiving - Renewal of Vows

We hope this booklet provides you with an overview

of the marriage service.

Should you require any further information concerning

marriage in the Church of England, please visit:

www.yourchurchwedding.org

Should you wish to contact us

about a church wedding at St Andrew's Kinson,

please call: 01202 570010
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The Marriage

Welcome to St. Andrew’s Church, where Christians have
worshipped for over 900 years.

A wedding is one of life’s great moments, a time of solemn
commitment as well as good wishes, feasting and joy. St John
tells us how Jesus shared in such an occasion at Cana, and
gave there a sign of new beginnings as he turned water into
wine.

Marriage is intended by God to be a creative relationship, as
his blessing enables husband and wife to love and support
each other in good times and in bad, and to share in the care
and upbringing of children.

For Christians, marriage is also an invitation to share life
together in the spirit of Jesus Christ. It is based upon a
solemn, public and life-long covenant between a man and a
woman, declared and celebrated in the presence of God and
before witnesses.

On this their wedding day, bride and bridegroom face each
other, make their promises and receive God’s blessing.
Friends and family members are witnesses of the marriage,
and express your support by their presence and your prayers.
Their support does not end on the wedding day: the couple
will value continued encouragement in the days and years
ahead of them.

God's word, the Bible, gives a more fuller and richer meaning
of love than we are ever likely to find. The Apostle Paul wrote:

Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant
or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it
does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all
things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

1 Corinthians 13.4-7
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The Marriage Service

The Welcome

This sentence may be used

God is love, and those who live in love live in God and God lives in
them. 1 John 4.16

This prayer may be said

All God of wonder and of joy: grace comes from you, and
you alone are the source of life and love. Without you, we
cannot please you; without your love, our deeds are worth
nothing. Send your Holy Spirit, and pour into our hearts
that most excellent gift of love, that we may worship you now
with thankful hearts and serve you always with willing minds;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A hymn may be sung.

In the presence of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, we have
come together to witness the marriage of N and N, to pray for
God’s blessing on them, to share their joy and to celebrate their
love.

Marriage is a gift of God in creation through which husband and
wife may know the grace of God. It is given that as man and
woman grow together in love and trust, they shall be united with
one another in heart, body and mind, as Christ is united with his
bride, the Church.

The gift of marriage brings husband and wife together in the
delight and tenderness of sexual union and joyful commitment to
the end of their lives. It is given as the foundation of family life in which
children are [born and] nurtured and in which each member of the family, in
good times and in bad, may find strength, companionship and comfort, and
grow to maturity in love.
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Marriage is a way of life made holy by God, and blessed by the presence of
our Lord Jesus Christ with those celebrating a wedding at Cana in Galilee.
Marriage is a sign of unity and loyalty which all should uphold and
honour. It enriches society and strengthens community. No one
should enter into it lightly or selfishly but reverently and
responsibly in the sight of almighty God.

Groom and Bride are now to enter this way of life. They will each give
their consent to the other and make solemn vows, and in token of
this they will [each] give and receive a ring.

We pray with them that the Holy Spirit will guide and strengthen
them, that they may fulfil God’s purposes for the whole of their
earthly life together.

The Declarations

The minister says to the congregation

First, I am required to ask anyone present who knows a reason
why these persons may not lawfully marry, to declare it now.

The minister says to the couple

The vows you are about to take are to be made in the presence of
God, who is judge of all and knows all the secrets of our hearts;
therefore if either of you knows a reason why you may not lawfully marry,
you must declare it now.

The minister says to the bridegroom

N , will you take N to be your wife?
Will you love her, comfort her, honour and protect her, and, forsaking all
others, be faithful to her as long as you both shall live?

He answers

I will.
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The minister says to the bride

N , will you take N to be your husband?
Will you love him, comfort him, honour and protect him, and, forsaking all
others, be faithful to him as long as you both shall live?

She answers

I will.

The minister says to the congregation

Will you, the families and friends of N and N, support and uphold them in
their marriage now and in the years to come?

All We will.

The Collect

The minister invites the people to pray, silence is kept and the
minister says the Collect

God our Father, from the beginning you have blessed creation
with abundant life. Pour out your blessings upon N and N that they may
be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment
to each other.We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ your Son, who is
alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever.

All Amen.

Readings

At least one reading from the Bible is used.

A selection of readings is found on pages 13-17

Sermon
A hymn may be sung
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The Marriage

The Vows
The minister introduces the vows in these or similar words

N and N, I now invite you to join hands and make your vows, in the
presence of God and his people.

The bride and bridegroom face each other.
The bridegroom takes the bride’s right hand in his.

I, N, take you, N,
to be my wife,
to have and to hold
from this day forward;
for better, for worse,
for richer, for poorer,
in sickness and in health,
to love and to cherish,
till death us do part;
according to God’s holy law.
In the presence of God I make this vow

The bride takes the bridegroom’s right hand in hers, and says

I, N, take you, N,
to be my husband,
to have and to hold
from this day forward;
for better, for worse,
for richer, for poorer,
in sickness and in health,
to love and to cherish,
till death us do part;
according to God’s holy law.
In the presence of God I make this vow.
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The Giving of Rings

The minister receives the ring(s) and says this prayer

Heavenly Father, by your blessing let these rings be to N and N
a symbol of unending love and faithfulness, to remind them of the
vow and covenant which they have made this day through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

All Amen.

The bridegroom places the ring on the fourth finger of the bride’s left
hand and, holding it there, says

N, I give you this ring
as a sign of our marriage.
With my body I honour you,
all that I am I give to you,
and all that I have I share with you,
within the love of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

If rings are exchanged, they loose hands and the bride places a
ring on the fourth finger of the bridegroom’s left hand and, holding it
there, says

N, I give you this ring
as a sign of our marriage.
With my body I honour you,
all that I am I give to you,
and all that I have I share with you,
within the love of God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

The Proclamation
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The minister addresses the people

In the presence of God, and before this congregation, N and N have given
their consent and made their marriage vows to each other. They have
declared their marriage by the joining of hands and by the giving and
receiving of rings. I therefore proclaim that they are husband and wife.

The minister joins their right hands together and says

Those whom God has joined together let no one put asunder.

The Blessing of the Marriage

The husband and wife kneel. The minister may use the following
blessing.

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, for you have created joy and gladness,
pleasure and delight, love, peace and fellowship. Pour out the abundance
of your blessing upon N and N in their new life together. Let their love for
each other be a seal upon their hearts and a crown upon their heads. Bless
them in their work and in their companionship; awake and asleep, in joy
and in sorrow, in life and in death. Finally, in your mercy, bring them to that
banquet where your saints feast for ever in your heavenly home. We ask this
through Jesus Christ your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

All Amen.

The minister says to the couple
God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit, bless, preserve and
keep you; the Lord mercifully grant you the riches of his grace, that you
may please him both in body and soul, and, living together in faith and
love,
may receive the blessings of eternal life.

All Amen.
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Registration of the Marriage

See Note 10 at the back of this booklet.

Prayers
These or other suitable prayers are used (see pages 18-22 and Note 9 at
the back of this booklet). The prayers usually include these concerns and
may follow this sequence: Thanksgiving, Spiritual growth, Faithfulness,
joy, love, forgiveness and healing, Children, other family members and
friends.

Faithful God, holy and eternal, source of life and spring of love,
we thank and praise you for bringing N and N to this day, and we
pray for them. Lord of life and love:
All Hear our prayer.

May their marriage be life-giving and life-long, enriched by your
presence and strengthened by your grace; may they bring
comfort and confidence to each other in faithfulness and trust.
Lord of life and love:
All Hear our prayer.

May the hospitality of their home bring refreshment and joy to
all around them; may their love overflow to neighbours in need
and embrace those in distress. Lord of life and love:
All Hear our prayer.

May they discern in your word order and purpose for their lives;
and may the power of your Holy Spirit lead them in truth and
defend them in adversity. Lord of life and love:
All Hear our prayer.

May they nurture their family with devotion, see their children
grow in body, mind and spirit and come at last to the end of their
lives with hearts content and in joyful anticipation of heaven.
Lord of life and love:
All Hear our prayer.
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The prayers conclude with the Lord’s Prayer.

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray

All Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

The Dismissal

The minister says

God the Holy Trinity make you strong in faith and love, defend you on
every side, and guide you in truth and peace; and the blessing of God
almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and
remain with you always.

All Amen
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Bible Readings
One of the following, or another suitable Bible reading is used. Any
suitable translation may be used.

Genesis 1.26-28
Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to our
likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the
birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth,
and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’ So God created
humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and
female he created them. God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be
fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over
the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing
that moves upon the earth.’

Matthew 7.21,24-end
Jesus said, ‘Not everyone who says to me, “Lord, Lord”, will enter the
kingdom of heaven, but only one who does the will of my Father in heaven.
‘Everyone then who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a
wise man who built his house on rock. The rain fell, the floods came, and the
winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been
founded on rock. And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not
act on them will be like a foolish man who built his house on sand. The rain
fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house,
and it fell – and great was its fall!’ Now when Jesus had finished saying these
things, the crowds were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one
having authority, and not as their scribes.

Mark 10.6-9,13-16
Jesus said, ‘From the beginning of creation, “God made them male and
female.” “For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be
joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” So they are no
longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no
one separate.’ People were bringing little children to him in order that he
might
touch them; and the disciples spoke sternly to them. But when Jesus saw this,
he was indignant and said to them, ‘Let the little children come to me; do not
stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. Truly I
tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will
never enter it.’ And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and
blessed them.
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John 2.1-11
On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of
Jesus was there. Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the
wedding. When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, ‘They
have no wine.’ And Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, what concern is that to you
and to me? My hour has not yet come.’ His mother said to the servants, ‘Do
whatever he tells you.’ Now standing there were six stone water-jars for the
Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said
to
them, ‘Fill the jars with water.’ And they filled them up to the brim. He said
to them, ‘Now draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.’ So they took
it. When the steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not
know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water
knew), the steward called the bridegroom and said to him, ‘Everyone serves
the good
wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But
you have kept the good wine until now.’ Jesus did this, the first of his signs,
in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.

John 15.1-8
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the
vine grower. He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit.
Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit.
You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to
you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear
fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you
abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide
in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can
do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a
branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the
fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask
for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is
glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.’

John 15.9-17
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you;
abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love,
just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have
said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may
be complete.
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This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No
one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You
are my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any
longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I
have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I
have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I
appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will
give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands
so that you may love one another.’

Romans 12.1,2,9-13
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which
is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is
the will of God – what is good and acceptable and perfect. Let love be
genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with
mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honour. Do not lag in zeal,
be ardent in spirit,
serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.
Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.

1 Corinthians 13
If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am
a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and
understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to
remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give away all my
possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not have
love, I gain nothing. Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or
boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not
irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the
truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all
things. Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as
for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. For we
know only in part, and we prophesy only in part; but when the complete
comes, the partial will come to an end. When I was a child, I spoke like a
child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I
put an end to childish ways. For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we
will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I
have been fully known. And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three;
and the greatest of these is love.
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Ephesians 3.14-end
I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on
earth takes its name. I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may
grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being with power through
his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are
being rooted and grounded in love. I pray that you may have the power to
comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height
and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that
you may be filled with all the fullness of God. Now to him who by the power
at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can
ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all
generations, for ever and ever. Amen.

Ephesians 5.21-end
Be subject to one another out of reverence for Christ. Wives, be subject to
your husbands as you are to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the
wife just as Christ is the head of the church, the body of which he is the
Saviour. Just as the church is subject to Christ, so also wives ought to be, in
everything, to their husbands. Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ
loved the church and gave himself up for her, in order to make her holy by
cleansing her with the washing of water by the word, so as to present the
church to himself in splendour, without a spot or wrinkle or anything of the
kind – yes, so that she may be holy and without blemish. In the same way,
husbands should love their wives as they do their own bodies. He who loves
his wife loves himself. For no one ever hates his own body, but he nourishes
and tenderly cares for it, just as Christ does for the church, because we are
members of his body. ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother
and be joined to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.’ This is a great
mystery, and I am applying it to Christ and the church. Each of you, however,
should love his wife as himself, and a wife should respect her husband.

Philippians 4.4-9
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be
known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever
is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if
there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about
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these things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received
and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.

Colossians 3.12-17
As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion,
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if
anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord
has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with
love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace
of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body.
And
be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one
another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns,
and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do
everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through him.

1 John 3.18-end
Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. And
by this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts
before him whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our
hearts, and he knows everything. Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us,
we have boldness before God; and we receive from him whatever we ask,
because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him. And this is his
commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ
and love one another, just as he has commanded us. All who obey his
commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know
that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.

1 John 4.7-12
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who
loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know
God, for God is love. God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent
his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. In this is love,
not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to
love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, Godlives
in us, and his love is perfected in us
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Additional Prayers
Thanksgiving

For the sharing of love
1 Father of all, in Jesus Christ you open to us the treasures of your kingdom;
guide us by your Holy Spirit that we may receive your redeeming grace and
reflect the perfect unity of your love, for you live and reign Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
All Amen.

2 God of love, we thank you for the gift of marriage and for the joys it brings.
Bless us as we share in this wedding. We thank you for the love which has
brought N and N to each other and for their desire to share that love for the
rest of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All Amen.

Spiritual Growth

3 For the home
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who shared at Nazareth the life of an earthly
home: reign in the home of these your servants as Lord and King; give them
grace to minister to others as you have ministered to them, and grant that by
deed and word they may be witnesses of your saving love to those among
whom they live; for the sake of your holy name.
All Amen.

4 For the Holy Spirit
Almighty God, you send your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of all your
people. Open the hearts of these your servants to the riches of his grace, that
they may bring forth the fruit of the Spirit in love and joy and peace; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
All Amen.

5 For grace to live well
Faithful God, giver of all good things, give N and N wisdom and devotion in
the ordering of their life together. May they dwell together in love and peace
all the days of their life, seeking one another’s welfare, bearing one another’s
burdens and sharing one another’s joys; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All Amen.
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6 For discipleship
Eternal God, without your grace nothing is strong, nothing is sure.
Strengthen N and N with patience, kindness, gentleness and all other gifts of
the Holy Spirit, so that they may fulfil the vows they have made. Keep them
faithful to each other and to you. Fill them with such love and joy that they
may build a home of peace and welcome. Make their life together a sign of
Christ’s love in this broken world, that unity may overcome estrangement,
forgiveness heal guilt, and joy conquer despair; through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
All Amen.

7 For a glimpse of eternal love
Eternal God, our maker and redeemer, as you once enriched the wedding at
Cana when your Son turned water into wine, so by his presence now bring
your joy to this day. May we drink deeply from your boundless love and know
in our hearts the delights of your Holy Spirit. As we honour the union of a
man and a woman, let the love we celebrate today be a sign of your eternal
love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
All Amen.

8 For the gift of love
God of wonder and of joy: grace comes from you, and you alone are the
source of life and love. Without you, we cannot please you; without your
love, our deeds are worth nothing. Send your Holy Spirit, and pour into our
hearts that most excellent gift of love, that we may worship you now with
thankful hearts and serve you always with willing minds; through Jesus Christ
our Lord.
All Amen.

9 For marriage as a sign to the world
Almighty God, in whom we live and move and have our being, look
graciously upon the world which you have made and for which your Son gave
his life, and especially on all whom you make to be one flesh in holy
marriage. May their lives together be a sign of your love to this broken world,
so that unity may overcome estrangement, forgiveness heal guilt, and joy
overcome despair; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All Amen.
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Faithfulness, Joy, Love, Forgiveness and Healing

10 For the joy of loving
God our creator, we thank you for your gift of sexual love by which husband
and wife may delight in each other and share with you the joy of creating
new life. By your grace may N and N remain lovers, rejoicing in your
goodness all their days.
All Amen.

11 For the healing of memory
Loving God, you are merciful and forgiving. Grant that those whoare
suffering the hurts of the past may experience your generouslove. Heal their
memories, comfort them, and send them all from here renewed and hopeful;
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
All Amen.

12 For the joy of companionship
All praise and blessing to you, God of love, creator of the universe, maker of
man and woman in your likeness, source of blessing for married life. All
praise to you, for you have created courtship and marriage, joy and
gladness, feasting and laughter, pleasure and delight. May your blessing
come in full upon N and N. May they know your presence in their joys and in
their sorrows. May they reach old age in the company of friends and come at
last to your eternal kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All Amen.

13 For grace and delight
God of love, ever gracious and kind, we pray for N and N as they make the
promises of marriage. Let them know you as the God of mercy and new
beginnings, who forgives our failures and renews our hope. May the grace of
Christ be poured into their wedding for celebration and for joy. God of love,
ever present and faithful, may N and N know that their marriage is your
delight and will. May the promises they make govern their life together. as
your presence surrounds them, and your Spirit strengthens and guides them;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All Amen.
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For faithfulness
14 God of all grace, friend and companion, look in favour on N and N, and
all who are made one in marriage. In your love deepen their love and
strengthen their wills to keep the promises they have made, that they may
continue in life-long faithfulness to each other; through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
All Amen.

15 Gracious God, as you have brought N and N together in love, enable
them through the power of your Holy Spirit to make and keep the solemn
promises of marriage; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All Amen.

16 O gracious and ever-living God, male and female you have created us in
your image: look mercifully upon this man and this woman who come to you
seeking your blessing; assist them with your grace, that with true fidelity and
steadfast love they may honour and keep the promises and vows they make;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord who is alive and reigns with you in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
All Amen.

17 For faithfulness and peace
O God of love, look mercifully upon N and N in the new life which they
begin together this day. Unite them evermore in your love. Keep them
faithful to the vows they have made one to the other; strengthen them with
every good gift; and let your peace be with them, now and always; for the
sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
All Amen.

18 For daily following of Christ
Heavenly Father, we thank you that in our earthly lives you speak to us of
your eternal life: we pray that through their marriage N and N may know you
more clearly, love you more dearly and follow you more nearly, day by day;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All Amen.
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Children, other Family Members and Friends

19 For children and home
Heavenly Father, maker of all things, you enable us to share in your work
of creation. Bless this couple in the gift and care of children, that their
home may be a place of love, security and truth, and their children grow
up to know and love you in your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.
All Amen.

20 For children and family
Lord of life, you shape us in your image, and by your gracious gift the
human family is increased. Grant to N and N the blessing of children. Fill
them with wisdom and love as they care for their family, so that they and
their children may know and love you; through your Son Jesus Christ our
Lord.
All Amen.

21 For an existing family
God of all grace and goodness, we thank you for this new family, and
for everything parents and children have to share; by your Spirit of peace
draw them together and help them to be true friends to one another. Let
your love surround them and your care protect them; through Jesus Christ
our Lord.
All Amen.

22 For the families of the couple
Gracious Lord, bless the parents and families of N and N that they may
grow in love and friendship. Grant that, as they have witnessed these vows
today, they may find their lives enriched and strengthened and their
loyalties confirmed; in Jesus Christ our Lord.
All Amen.

23 For the support of friends
Holy Spirit of God, you know our strength and have compassion on our
frailty. Be with N and N in all they undertake. And grant that we their
friends, with all who become their friends, may sense and understand their
needs; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All Amen.
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Hymns

Some (usually two) of these or other suitable Hymns may be used

1
1 All creatures of our God and king,
Lift up your voice and with us sing:
Hallelujah, hallelujah!
Thou burning sun with golden beam,
Thou silver moon with softer gleam:

O praise Him, O praise Him,
Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah!

2 Thou rushing wind that art so strong,
Ye clouds that sail in heaven along,
O praise Him, hallelujah!
Thou rising morn, in praise rejoice,
Ye lights of evening, find a voice:

3 Thou flowing water, pure and clear,
Make music for thy Lord to hear,
Hallelujah, hallelujah!
Thou fire so masterful and bright,
That givest man both warmth and light:

4 And all ye men of tender heart,
Forgiving others, take your part,
O sing ye, hallelujah!
Ye who long pain and sorrow bear,
Praise God and on Him cast your care:

5 Let all things their Creator bless,
And worship Him in humbleness,
O praise Him, hallelujah!
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,
And praise the Spirit, Three-in-One:

After St Francis of Assisi, Translated William Henry Draper. (1855 – 1933)
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2

All things bright and beautiful,
All creatures great and small,
All things wise and wonderful,
The Lord God made them all.

1 Each little flower that opens,
Each little bird that sings,
He made their glowing colours,
He made their tiny wings.

2 The purple-headed mountain,
The river running by,
The sunset, and the morning
That brightens up the sky.

3 The cold wind in the winter,
The pleasant summer sun,
The ripe fruits in the garden,
He made them every one.

4 He gave us eyes to see them,
And lips that we might tell
How great is God Almighty,
Who has made all things well.

Cecil F. Alexander. (1818 – 1895)
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3

1 Amazing grace! How sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me;
I once was lost, but now am found,
Was blind, but now I see.

2 ’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
And grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that grace appear,
The hour I first believed!

3 Through many dangers, toils and snares
I have already come;
’Tis grace that brought me safe thus far,
And grace will lead me home.

4 The Lord has promised good to me,
His word my hope secures;
He will my shield and portion be
As long as life endures.

5 Yes, when this heart and flesh shall fail,
And mortal life shall cease,
I shall possess within the veil
A life of joy and peace.

6 When we’ve been there a thousand years,
Bright shining as the sun,
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise
Than when we first begun.

John Newton. (1725 – 1807)
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4

Bind us together, Lord,
Bind us together
With cords that cannot be broken.
Bind us together, Lord,
Bind us together,
Bind us together with love.

1 There is only one God,
There is only one King;
There is only one Body,
That is why we sing:

2 Made for the glory of God,
Purchased by His precious Son;
Born with the right to be clean,
For Jesus the victory has won.

3 You are the family of God,
You are the promise divine;
You are God’s chosen desire,
You are the glorious new wine.
Bob Gillman. Copyright © 1977 Kingsway’. Thankyou Music.
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5

1 Great is your faithfulness, O God my Father,
You have fulfilled all your promise to me;
You never fail and your love is unchanging –
All you have been you forever will be.

Great is your faithfulness,
Great is your faithfulness,
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All I have needed your hand has provided –
Great is your faithfulness, Father, to me!

2 Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above
Join with all nature in eloquent witness
To your great faithfulness, mercy and love.

3 Pardon for sin, and a peace everlasting,
Your living presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today, and bright hope for tomorrow –
These are the blessings your love will provide.

T. O. Chisholm (1866 – 1960) 1982 Jubilate Hymns / Hope Publishing Company
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6

1 The king of love my Shepherd is,
Whose goodness faileth never;
I nothing lack if I am His
And He is mine forever.

2 Where streams of living water flow
My ransomed soul He leadeth,
And where the verdant pastures grow
With food celestial feedeth.

3 Perverse and foolish oft I strayed,
But yet in love He sought me,
And on His shoulder gently laid,
And home rejoicing brought me.

4 !n death’s dark vale I fear no ill
With Thee, dear Lord, beside me;
Thy rod and staff my comfort still,
Thy cross before to guide me.

5 Thou spread’st a table in my sight;
Thy unction grace bestoweth:
And O what transport of delight
From Thy pure chalice floweth!

6 And so through all the length of days
Thy goodness faileth never;
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise
Within Thy house forever.

From psalm 23 - Henry Williams Baker. (1821 – 1877)
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7

1 The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want;
He makes me down to lie
In pastures green; He leadeth me
The quiet waters by.

2 My soul He doth restore again;
And me to walk doth make
Within the paths of righteousness,
E’en for His own name’s sake.

3 Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale,
Yet will I fear no ill;
For Thou art with me; and Thy rod
And staff me comfort still.

4 My table Thou hast furnishèd
In presence of my foes;
My head Thou dost with oil anoint,
And my cup overflows.

5 Goodness and mercy all my life
Shall surely follow me;
And in God’s house forever more
My dwelling place shall be.

From psalm 23 - W Whittingham (c.1524 -1579) et al Scottish Psalter
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1 Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy,
Whose trust, ever child-like,
No cares could destroy;
Be there at our waking,
And give us, we pray,
Your bliss in our hearts, Lord,
At the break of the day.

2 Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,
Whose strong hands were skilled
At the plane and the lathe;
Be there at our labours,
And give us, we pray,
Your strength in our hearts, Lord,
At the noon of the day.

3 Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace,
Your hands swift to welcome,
Your arms to embrace;
Be there at our homing,
And give us, we pray,
Your love in our hearts, Lord,
At the eve of the day.

4 Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,
Whose voice is contentment,
Whose presence is balm;
Be there at our sleeping,
And give us, we pray,
Your peace in our hearts, Lord,
At the end of the day.

Jan Struther. (1901 – 1953) Copyright © Oxford University Press
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1 Love divine, all loves excelling,
Joy of heaven to earth come down!
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling,
All Thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, Thou art all compassion,
Pure unbounded love Thou art;
Visit us with Thy salvation,
Enter every trembling heart.

2 Come, Almighty to deliver,
Let us all Thy grace receive;
Suddenly return, and never,
Never more Thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing,
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above,
Pray, and praise Thee without ceasing,
Glory in Thy perfect love.

3 Finish then Thy new creation,
Pure and spotless let us be;
Let us see Thy great salvation
Perfectly restored in Thee!
Changed from glory into glory,
Till in heaven we take our place;
Till we cast our crowns before Thee,
Lost in wonder, love and praise.

Charles Wesley (1707 – 1788)
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1 Make me a channel of your peace.
Where there is hatred let me bring Your love;
Where there is injury, Your pardon, Lord;
And where there’s doubt, true faith in You.

Oh, Master, grant that I may never seek
So much to be consoled as to console;
To be understood as to understand;
To be loved as to love with all my soul.

2 Make me a channel of Your peace.
Where there’s despair in life let me bring hope;
Where there is darkness, only light;
And where there’s sadness, ever joy.

3 Make me a channel of Your peace.
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
In giving to all men that we receive,
And in dying that we’re born to eternal life.

Sebastian Temple. Copyright © 1967 Sebastian Temple/ OCP Publications/Adm. by Calamus.
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1 Morning has broken
Like the first morning;
Blackbird has spoken
Like the first bird.
Praise for the singing!
Praise for the morning!
Praise for them, springing
Fresh from the Word!

2 Sweet the rain’s new fall
Sunlit from heaven,
Like the first dewfall
On the first grass.
Praise for the sweetness
Of the wet garden,
Sprung in completeness
Where His feet pass.

3 Mine is the sunlight!
Mine is the morning
Born of the one light
Eden saw play!
Praise with elation,
Praise every morning,
God’s re-creation
Of the new day!
Eleanor Farjeon. (1881 – 1965) Copyright © David Higham Associates Ltd.
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1 Now thank we all our God,
With hearts and hands and voices;
Who wondrous things has done,
In whom His world rejoices;
Who from our mother’s arms
Has blessed us on our way
With countless gifts of love,
And still is ours today.

2 O may this bounteous God
Through all our life be near us,
With ever joyful hearts
And blessèd peace to cheer us;
And keep us in His grace,
And guide us when perplexed,
And free us from all ills
In this world and the next.

3 All praise and thanks to God
The Father now be given,
The Son, and Him who reigns
With them in highest heaven,
The one eternal God,
Whom earth and heaven adore;
For thus it was, is now,
And shall be ever more.

Martin Rinkart. (1586 – 1649) Tr. Catherine Winkworth.
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1 O worship the king, All glorious above;
O gratefully sing His power and His love:
Our Shield and Defender,The Ancient of Days,
Pavilioned in splendour And girded with praise.

2 O tell of His might, O sing of His grace,
Whose robe is the light, Whose canopy space;
His chariots of wrath The deep thunder-clouds form,
And dark is His path On the wings of the storm.

3 The earth, with its store Of wonders untold,
Almighty, Thy power Hath founded of old;
Hath ’stablished it fast, By a changeless decree,
And round it hath cast, Like a mantle, the sea.

4 Thy bountiful care What tongue can recite?
It breathes in the air, It shines in the light;
It streams from the hills, It descends to the plain,
And sweetly distils In the dew and the rain.

5 Frail children of dust, And feeble as frail,
In Thee do we trust, Nor find Thee to fail;
Thy mercies how tender, How firm to the end,
Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend!

Verses 3 and 5 may be omitted

From psalm 104 After W Kethe, Robert Grant
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1 Praise, my soul, the king of heaven;
To His feet thy tribute bring.
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
Who like thee His praise should sing?
Praise Him! Praise Him!
Praise Him! Praise Him!
Praise the everlasting King!

2 Praise Him for His grace and favour
To our fathers in distress;
Praise Him, still the same forever,
Slow to chide, and swift to bless.
Praise Him! Praise Him!
Praise Him! Praise Him!
Glorious in His faithfulness.

3 Father-like, He tends and spares us;
Well our feeble frame He knows;
In His hands He gently bears us,
Rescues us from all our foes.
Praise Him! Praise Him!
Praise Him! Praise Him!
Widely as His mercy flows.

4 Angels in the height, adore Him;
Ye behold Him face to face;
Sun and moon, bow down before Him,
Dwellers all in time and space.
Praise Him! Praise Him!
Praise Him! Praise Him!
Praise with us the God of grace!

Henry Francis Lyte (1793 – 1847) From Psalm 103
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1 Praise the Lord, you heavens, adore him;
Praise him, angels in the height:
Sun and moon, rejoice before him;
Praise him, all your stars and light.
Praise the Lord, for he has spoken,
Worlds his mighty voice obeyed;
Laws which never shall be broken
For their guidance he has made.

2 Praise the Lord, for he is glorious,
Never shall his promise fail:
God has made his saints victorious,
Sin and death shall not prevail.
Praise the God of our salvation!
Hosts on high, his power proclaim;
Heaven and earth and all creation
Praise and glorify his name!

From Psalm 148 Foundling Hospital Collection (1796)

16

1 Praise to the Lord, the almighty, the King of creation!
O my soul, praise Him, for He is thy health and salvation!
All ye who hear, brothers and sisters, draw near,
Praise Him in glad adoration.

2 Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee;
Surely His goodness and mercy here daily attend thee:
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do,
Who with His love doth befriend thee.

3 Praise to the Lord, who doth nourish thy life and restore thee,
Fitting thee well for the tasks that are ever before thee,
Then to thy need He like a mother doth speed,
Spreading the wings of grace o’er thee.
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4 Praise to the Lord, who when tempests their warfare are waging,
Who, when the elements madly around thee are raging,
Biddeth them cease, turneth their fury to peace,
Whirlwinds and waters assuaging.

5 Praise to the Lord, who, when darkness of sin is abounding,
Who, when the godless do triumph, all virtue confounding,
Sheddeth His light, chaseth the horrors of night,
Saints with His mercy surrounding.

6 Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him!
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him!
Let the ‘Amen!’ sound from His people again:
Gladly for aye we adore Him.
From Psalm 103 Joachim Neander. (1650 – 1680) Tr. Catherine Winkworth 1863, and P. Dearmer 1906.

17
1 What a friend we have in Jesus,
All our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry
Everything to God in prayer!
O what peace we often forfeit!
O what needless pain we bear!
All because we do not carry
Everything to God in prayer.

2 Have we trials and temptations?
Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged;
Take it to the Lord in prayer.
Can we find a friend so faithful
Who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our every weakness;
Take it to the Lord in prayer.

3 Are we weak and heavy-laden,
Cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Saviour, still our refuge,
Take it to the Lord in prayer.
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee?
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Take it to the Lord in prayer;
In His arms He’ll take and shield thee,
Thou wilt find a solace there.

Joseph M. Scriven. (1819 – 1886)

Notes to the Marriage Service

1 Preparation
It is our practice at St Andrew's Kinson to include a form of preparation as
part of the marriage package. Our Vicar will be able to discuss this further
with you at your initial interview. As well as marriage preparation, we also
seek to be available for support and counselling in the years that follow.

2 The Banns
The banns are to be published in the church on three Sundays at the
time of Divine Service by the officiant in the form set out in The
Book of Common Prayer or in the following form:

I publish the banns of marriage between NN of … and NN of …
This is the first / second / third time of asking. If any of you know
any reason in law why they may not marry each other you are to
declare it now.

We pray for these couples (or N and N) as they prepare for their
wedding(s).

A suitable prayer is then said on behalf of the couples whose banns are
being published.

3 Hymns and Canticles
These may be used at suitable points during the service.

4 Entry
The bride may enter the church escorted by her father or a representative
of the family, or the bride and groom may enter church together.
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5 Readings

At least one reading from the Bible must be used. Suggested readings are
printed on pages 13-17.

6 ‘Giving Away’

The minister may ask:

"Who brings this woman to be married to this man?"

The bride’s father (or mother, or another member of her family or a friend
representing the family) gives the bride’s right hand to the minister who puts
it in the bridegroom’s right hand.

Alternatively, after the bride and bridegroom have made their Declarations,
the minister may ask the parents of bride and bridegroom in these or similar
words:

"N and N have declared their intention towards each other.

As their parents, will you now entrust your son and daughter to one
another as they come to be married?"

Both sets of parents respond: We will.

7 The Declarations and the Vows

The Book of Common Prayer version of the Declarations may be used. The
couple repeat the vows after the minister, or may read them. If preferred, the
question to the bride, and her vow, may come before the question to the
bridegroom and his vow.

8 The Giving of Rings

If desired, the bride and bridegroom may each place a ring on the fourth
finger of the other’s hand, and may then say together the words ‘N, I give you
this ring …’
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9 The Prayers

Several forms of intercession are provided. Other suitable forms may be used,
especially prayers which the couple have written or selected in co-operation
with the minister. Whatever form is used, silence may be kept as part of the
intercession. Free prayer may be offered.

10 Registration of the Marriage

The law requires that the Registers are filled in immediately after the
solemnization of a marriage. This may take place either after the Proclamation
or at the end of the service.

11 Holy Communion

For communicant members of the Church it is appropriate that they receive
communion soon after their marriage. For some this may make it appropriate
for the marriage to take place within the context of a Celebration of Holy
Communion.

12 The Marriage Service within a Celebration of Holy
Communion

The Notes to the Order for the Celebration of Holy Communion, as well as the
Notes to the Marriage Service, apply equally to this service.

Texts are suggested at different points, but other suitable texts may be used.
Authorized Prayers of Penitence may be used. In the Liturgy of the Word, there
should be a Gospel reading, preceded by either one or two other readings from
the Bible. If desired, the Blessing of the Marriage may take place between the
Lord’s Prayer and the Breaking of the Bread.
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13 Ecumenical Provisions

Where a minister of another Christian Church is invited to assist at the
Solemnization of Matrimony, the permissions and procedures set out in
Canon B 43 are to be followed. The Church of England minister who
solemnizes the marriage must establish the absence of impediment, direct
the exchange of vows, declare the existence of the marriage, say the final
blessing, and sign the registers. A minister invited to assist may say all or
part of the opening address, lead the declarations of intent, supervise the
exchange of rings, and join in the blessing of the marriage.

He or she may also read a lesson and lead all or part of the prayers.

Where the couple come from different Christian communions the bishop may
authorize such variations to the marriage service as are set out in An Order
for the Marriage of Christians from Different Churches, which is published
separately.

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England,
Material from which is included in this service, is copyright © the Archbishop’s Council 2000.
The hymns and songs presented in this service are a Songs of Fellowship Worship Resource and
are copyright © Kingsway Music, Lottbridge Drove, Eastbourne, East Sussex, BN23 6NT
All rights reserved.

Provision of the hymns and songs is covered under Christian Copyright Licence (CCL) number 1032
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