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As We Gather

Advent is the time of the church year that concentrates on the future tense. The overall
theme of the series is “Await God's Future.” It is God's future that we are yearning for based
on what God himself has announced. God's future is our hope, not human-made futures,
not human-concocted utopian dreams, not future visions depending on human technology,
engineering, and science. The overall goal of the series is to enable people to hear some of
the future-tense announcements of the ancient prophet Isaiah, so that these ancient words
will instill in the hearts and minds of the listeners repentance, faith, and hope in the coming
of Yahweh. Isaiah bids us: “Await God’s Future.”

PREPARATION

Opening Hymn O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide LSB #355 v. 1-2, 5-7

O Savior, rend the heavens wide;
Come down, come down with mighty stride;
Unlock the gates, the doors break down;
Unbar the way to heaven’s crown.

O Father, light from heaven send;
As morning dew, O Son, descend.
Drop down, you clouds, the life of spring:
To Jacob’s line rain down the King.

O Morning Star, O radiant Sun,
When will our hearts behold Your dawn?
O Sun, arise; without Your light
We grope in gloom and dark of night.

Sin’s dreadful doom upon us lies;
Grim death looms fierce before our eyes.
O come, lead us with mighty hand
From exile to our promised land.

There shall we all our praises bring
And sing to You, our Savior King;
There shall we laud You and adore

Forever and forevermore.
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003751



Invocation

) Inthe name of the Father and of the *}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession and Absolution 1John 1:8; John 3:16; Matthew 5:16
P} As we begin a new Church Year, let us put behind us everything in the past that would

disqualify us from a new life, and remembering our Baptism, we boldly petition our Savior
Jesus Christ, seeking for our entry into His presence and His plan and future for us, saying,
stir up Your power, O Lord, and come,

that by Your protection we may be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins
and saved by Your mighty deliverance.

What are those threatening perils? | now ask you before God, who searches the heart, do
you sincerely confess that you have sinned against God and deserved His wrath and
punishment?

I do confess.

So you should confess as Holy Scripture says, “If we say we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us.”

Do you also repent of all your sins committed in thought, word, and deed?
| do repent.

So you should repent as did King David, who prayed for a contrite heart; Peter, who wept
bitterly; the sinful woman; the prodigal son; and others.

Do you sincerely believe that God, by grace, for Jesus' sake, will forgive you all your sins?
I do believe.

So you should believe as Holy Scripture declares, "God so loved the world, that He gave His
only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.”

Do you promise that with the aid of the Holy Spirit you will amend your sinful life?
| do promise.

So you should promise for Christ the Lord says, “Let your light shine before others, so that
they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”



Finally, do you believe that through me, a called servant of God, you will receive the
forgiveness of all your sins?
I do believe.

P] Asyou believe, even so may it be to you. Upon this, your confession, I, by virtue of my
office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God to all of
you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Lighting the Advent Candle

P) Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
the light no darkness can overcome.
P} Let Your light scatter the darkness
and illumine Your Church.
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Introit Psalm 25:1-3; antiphon: Zechariah 9:9b, alt.

(P) Behold, your king is coming to you;
righteous and having salvation.
(P) To you, O LORD,
I lift up my soul.
P} O my God, in you | trust; let me not be put to shame;
let not my enemies exult over me.
(P) Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame;
they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
(P) Behold, your king is coming to you;
righteous and having salvation.

Prayer of the Day

(P} The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

P] Let us pray.
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be rescued from the
threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance; for You live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 37:1-7 (ESV)

The future of Zion
T As soon as King Hezekiah heard it, he tore his clothes and covered himself with sackcloth and
went into the house of the LORD. 2 And he sent Eliakim, who was over the household, and Shebna
the secretary, and the senior priests, covered with sackcloth, to the prophet Isaiah the son of
Amoz. 3 They said to him, “Thus says Hezekiah, ‘This day is a day of distress, of rebuke, and of
disgrace; children have come to the point of birth, and there is no strength to bring them forth. #
It may be that the LORD your God will hear the words of the Rabshakeh, whom his master the king
of Assyria has sent to mock the living God, and will rebuke the words that the LORD your God has
heard; therefore lift up your prayer for the remnant that is left. ” > When the servants of King
Hezekiah came to Isaiah, ¢ Isaiah said to them, “Say to your master, ‘Thus says the LORD: Do not be
afraid because of the words that you have heard, with which the young men of the king of Assyria



have reviled me. 7 Behold, | will put a spirit in him, so that he shall hear a rumor and return to his
own land, and | will make him fall by the sword in his own land." "

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 (ESV)

Thanksgiving
3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4 | give thanks to my
God always for you because of the grace of God that was given you in Christ Jesus, ° that in every
way you were enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge— © even as the testimony about
Christ was confirmed among you— 7 so that you are not lacking in any gift, as you wait for the
revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ,  who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our
Lord Jesus Christ. ° God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel Mark 11:1-10 (ESV)

The triumphal entry
P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the eleventh chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

" Now when they drew near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany, at the Mount of Olives,
Jesus sent two of his disciples 2 and said to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and
immediately as you enter it you will find a colt tied, on which no one has ever sat. Untie it and
bring it. 3 If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord has need of it and will
send it back here immediately.” “ # And they went away and found a colt tied at a door outside in
the street, and they untied it. > And some of those standing there said to them, “What are you
doing, untying the colt?” ® And they told them what Jesus had said, and they let them go. 7 And
they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it, and he sat on it. 8 And many spread
their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut from the fields. ° And
those who went before and those who followed were shouting, "Hosanna! Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord! " Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in
the highest!”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



Sermon Hymn Glorious Things of You Are Spoken LSB #648

Glorious things of you are spoken,
Zion, city of our God;

He whose word cannot be broken
Formed you for His own abode.
On the Rock of Ages founded,

What can shake your sure repose?

With salvation’s walls surrounded,

You may smile at all your foes.

See, the streams of living waters,
Springing from eternal love,
Well supply your sons and daughters
And all fear of want remove.
Who can faint while such a river
Ever will their thirst assuage?
Grace, which like the Lord, the giver,
Never fails from age to age.

Round each habitation hov'ring,
See the cloud and fire appear
For a glory and a cov’ring,
Showing that the Lord is near.

Thus deriving from their banner

Light by night and shade by day,

Safe they feed upon the manna

Which God gives them on their way.

Savior, since of Zion’s city
| through grace a member am,
Let the world deride or pity,
I will glory in Your name.
Fading are the world’s vain pleasures,

All their boasted pomp and show;
Solid joys and lasting treasures

None but Zion’'s children know.

Text: Public domain

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father Almighty,



maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

Sermon Yahweh Will Save His Zion
Offering Offerings may be placed in the basket at the back
Prayer of the Church

the holy Christian Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life I- everlasting. Amen.

Isaiah 36-37

P} Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their
needs.

Brief silence

(Each petition will close with; Lord in Your mercy... and the congregation replies: Hear our
prayer. Prayer requests are listed in the Tidings)

) As Your dear Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, came down to us at Christmas and now comes to
us by Your Spirit in Your Word, we pray for His final coming to deliver us all in the great
day of the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Even so, come, Lord
Jesus. Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy;
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.



Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction

Closing Song Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring

Jesus came, the heav’'ns adoring,
Came with peace from realms on high;
Jesus came to win redemption,
Lowly came on earth to die;
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Came in deep humility.

Jesus comes again in mercy
When our hearts are worn with care;
Jesus comes again in answer
To an earnest, heartfelt prayer;
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Comes to save us from despair.

Jesus comes to hearts rejoicing,
Bringing news of sins forgiv'n;
Jesus comes with words of gladness,
Leading souls redeemed to heav'n.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Hope to all the world is giv'n.
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Jesus comes in joy and sorrow,
Shares alike our hopes and fears;
Jesus comes, whate’er befalls us,
Cheers our hearts and dries our tears;
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Comforts us in failing years.

Text: Public domain
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