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GOD’S GIFT OF FAITH
AS WE GATHER
What was it that made not only a couple or a few but, as Mark says, “all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem”
come out to be baptized by the Baptist and to confess their sins? Well, what is it that made you get up and come to
church today? Notice that today not all do come. Though occasionally during wartime or some great catastrophe
more tend to come, the catechism explains, “I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my
Lord, or come to Him.” “But,” it continues, “the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel.” Some think believing is
impossible for them. But believing is not on you; it is a gift from God, overflowing with forgiveness, life, and
salvation. God was with John by the Jordan River. God is here with you by His Word and Sacraments.

+ PREPARATION +
343 PREPARE THE ROYAL HIGHWAY

Live w/ Marsha & Samantha

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005419

INVOCATION
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P Prepare the way of the Lord. Recalling our Baptism into Christ, we confess our sins to God in the
full assurance of the gift of forgiveness by the mighty sacrifice of His Son.
C O God, from the wilderness of lives disfigured and crushed by the devil, our own sin, and
the sins of others, we cry out to You for the forgiveness of our sins, those that trouble us
as well as those of which we are not aware. Restore our life and faith by Your own
command for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
P

C

Upon this, your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the
Word, announce the grace of God to all of you. And in the stead and by the command of my Lord
Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
Amen.

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE
P Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
C the light no darkness can overcome.
P Let Your light scatter the darkness
C and illumine Your Church.
WE LIGHT THE ADVENT CANDLE Live w/ Marsha & Samantha

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 2013 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Creative Worship License no. 110005419

sts. 1–2

+ WORD +
HOLY BAPTISM
INTROIT

Maxwell Petersen
Psalm 80:1, 8a, 9b, 7; antiphon: v. 3

Restore us, O God;
let your face shine, that we may be saved!
Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock!
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth.
You brought a vine out of Egypt;
it took deep root and filled the land.
Restore us, O God of hosts;
let your face shine, that we may be saved!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Restore us, O God;
let your face shine, that we may be saved!
KYRIE (LIVE W/ MARSHA & SAMANTHA)
C Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

LSB 186

SALUTATION
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray.
C Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by His
coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
OLD TESTAMENT READING
1Comfort,

comfort my people, says your God.
tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
that her warfare is ended,
that her iniquity is pardoned,
that she has received from the LORD’s hand
double for all her sins.
3A voice cries:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD;
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
4Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
2Speak

Isaiah 40:1–11

5And

the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,
and all flesh shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”

voice says, “Cry!”
And I said, “What shall I cry?”
All flesh is grass,
and all its beauty is like the flower of the field.
7The grass withers, the flower fades
when the breath of the LORD blows on it;
surely the people are grass.
8The grass withers, the flower fades,
but the word of our God will stand forever.
6A

9Get

you up to a high mountain,
O Zion, herald of good news;
lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good news;
lift it up, fear not;
say to the cities of Judah,
“Behold your God!”
10Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might,
and his arm rules for him;
behold, his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.
11He will tend his flock like a shepherd;
he will gather the lambs in his arms;
he will carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead those that are with young.
L
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM

Psalm 85; antiphon: v. 9

P

LORD, you were favorable to your land; you restored the fortunes of Jacob.

C

You forgave the iniquity of your people; you covered all their sin.

P

You withdrew all your wrath; you turned from your hot anger.

C

Restore us again, O God of our salvation, and put away your indignation toward us!

P

Will you be angry with us forever? Will you prolong your anger to all generations?

C

Will you not revive us again, that your people may rejoice in you?

P

Show us your steadfast love, O LORD, and grant us your salvation.

C Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, for he will speak peace to his people, to his
saints; but let them not turn back to folly.
P

Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him, that glory may dwell in our land.

C

Steadfast love and faithfulness meet; righteousness and peace kiss each other.

P

Faithfulness springs up from the ground, and righteousness looks down from the sky.

C

Yes, the LORD will give what is good, and our land will yield its increase.

P

Righteousness will go before him and make his footsteps a way.

EPISTLE
2 Peter 3:8–14
8But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and
a thousand years as one day. 9The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but
is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. 10But
the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the
heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will
be exposed.
11Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of
holiness and godliness, 12waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which
the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! 13But
according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness
dwells.
14Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him without spot or
blemish, and at peace.
L
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

VERSE
C

Luke 3:4b, 6

Alleluia. Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight; all flesh shall see the
salvation of God. Alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

Mark 1:1–8

1The
2As

beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
it is written in Isaiah the prophet,

“Behold, I send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way,
3the voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,’”
4John

appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. 5And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were
being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s
hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey. 7And he preached,
saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to
stoop down and untie. 8I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

344 ON JORDANS BANK THE BAPTIST'S CRY

Hymnal Project

Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their
needs.

C
P
C
P
C

Almighty God, we give thanks this day for calling us and the whole world to repentance and faith
by Your holy prophets, by Your servant John the Baptist, and by Your own Son, whose Spirit
calls, gathers, and enlightens everyone through His mighty Word and Sacraments. Grant that we
and all who hear His voice remain faithful in the fellowship of Your Holy Church. Lord, in Your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
Continue to give Your blessing, power, and grace to Your Church, especially all pastors and
servants You have called and given to guard, feed, and teach Your flock. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Give stability to our country, supplying all who make, administer, and judge our laws with wisdom
and goodwill toward all people. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C

Bless the schools of the Church and all centers of learning and research that those who teach
would serve You honorably and that our common life be conformed to the ways of Your truth.
Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
By Your Word and Spirit comfort all who are in sorrow, need, sickness, or adversity, [especially .
. .]. Support all who suffer persecution for the faith. Have mercy on those to whom death draws
near, [especially . . .]. Give Your tender care to all. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Remembering those who have loved and served You who now rest from their labors, we give
You thanks. Keep us in fellowship with all Your saints, and bring us at last to the joys of Your
heavenly kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through
Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
OFFERING
BENEDICTION
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.

347 COMFORT, COMFORT YE MY PEOPLE

Hymnal Project

Tune and text: Public domain
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Prayers
Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Prayers of thanks for David Coyle who is celebrating his birthdays this week.

Prayers of Comfort and Healing
For all who suffer from anxiety and depression.
Prayers for comfort and understanding for all those who are battling cancer.
Healing for all those who have Covid, especially LeeAnn’s niece Theresa who was hospitalized but is
now improved enough to return home, and for Gene, the Uncle of Jessica, he is in a Spokane
Hospital and is not doing well.
Comfort for the family and friends of Karen Schuster as they mourn her death.
Healing for Glenn Warmbier as he is in poor health, in and out of ER, and his family is caring for
him now.

Other Prayers
Safety for all who are traveling.
All who serve in our armed forces and their families.

Can we pray for you? Share your prayer requests by email at office@concordiapullman.org
or fill out one of the white cards in the pews and place it in the offering plate.

