THE TEN COMMANDMENTS

We hardly ever hear anyone talk about the 10 commandments in today’s modern world yet years ago children learnt them at school. And many of our laws in our own land have been based on them. I want to say three things about the commandments that hopefully will help us to understand their relevance for us today.

1. They are not a human invention. We live in days of consensus morality; right and wrong is what people agree it to be. The problem of course is that people do not actually agree about anything so when we try to build a morality on agreement we end up building nothing. But the 10 commandments were given by God the maker and Lord of the universe, and endorsed by the Lord Jesus Christ (Matthew 5:18). In fact the commandments themselves point us to God because the first four are not about how we should behave ourselves at all but they are all about how we should behave towards God.

2. They are tried and proven. Let me give you one example. It is estimated that over the next 30 years two million people in the world will die of AIDS. In the UK alone we currently have between eight and nine thousand AIDS victims. But if everyone obeyed the 7th commandment (“Do not commit adultery”) AIDS would be eradicated from the world within three decades.

3. They are very comprehensive. It would be hard to think of any wrong behaviour that is not included in the commandments. In fact the only problem with the commandments is a very serious one; we cannot keep them! The New Testament says God’s law is powerless because our own sinful nature weakens them. So what use can they possible be? Once again the New Testament has the answer. The commandments show us how we ought to live and so they expose our failure. They show us that we need more than a law we need a Saviour. They are there to lead us to Christ (Galatians 3:24).

When we come to Christ for salvation two very important things happen. First we are forgiven for breaking God’s law. The commandments are not a ladder to get us to heaven at all. Rather they show us that we cannot get there unaided. The good news is that Jesus Christ can get us there. He died for our sins and rose again so that God could accept us. Secondly we are made new with new power, the power of the Holy Spirit within. Power that helps us to live lives pleasing to God. But the main reason we need to know the 10 commandments is that we may all know how much we need a Saviour and then turn to him in repentance and faith.

