SOW TO REAP

Do you want to know if you will go to heaven one day? Actually it’s not that difficult to know. Let me explain. Jesus often told simple stories to make profound points. In one of these stories Jesus spoke about harvest time and likened harvest time to the end of the world. Read the story for yourself in Matthew chapter 13 verses 24-30 and 36-43. 

Now what does a farmer normally expect to harvest? The answer is simple he harvests what he has sown. In Jesus story although the farmer had sown some wheat weeds grew up alongside the wheat. The weeds are harvested at the same time but they are kept on one side to be burned. In the same way says Jesus so it will be at the end of the age.  

Jesus will send out his angels and they will weed out everything that causes sin and all who do evil. They will be thrown into a fiery furnace (vs. 40-43) Jesus’ point is that not everyone goes to heaven. But does that help us decide whether we are going there or not? Yes it does because the New Testament takes up the idea of harvest and the obvious fact that we reap what we sow to teach us the importance of preparing now for eternity (Galatians chapter 6 verses 7-8). 

If we sow to please God we will reap eternal life but if we sow to please ourselves then we won’t go to heaven but hell. 

So are we living for God or self? Well the truth is that we all live for self. We are born with a sinful nature and that means we will live for self naturally. Therefore in truth no one lives to please God therefore no one can go to heaven or is there some hope for us. The good news is that Jesus Christ who was not born with a sinful nature lived on this earth perfectly pleasing God in everything. 

He therefore died on a cross in place of people who no longer want to live for self but want to please God. If anyone comes to him in faith and confesses their sin to him then what Jesus Christ did will be transferred to our account so that all our sins are forgiven. He died to take the penalty for the sins of all that will trust in Him. 

Not only will our sins be forgiven but also Jesus will live in our lives by his Spirit giving us desires and power to live lives pleasing to God. Then on that final harvest we will go to heaven because our sins are forgiven through Jesus and our lives will show evidence of that forgiveness by our desires to please God.

So you can know and be sure of going to heaven. It all depends on trusting Jesus and relying upon Him instead of living for self. Only God can give those desires and only God can forgive and change you. You must call out to him and ask him to be merciful and gracious and forgive you and make you ready for heaven. 

