DECISION TIME

The General election has been called for May 5th. We will now have weeks of campaigning by all the political parties as they seek to tell us why we should vote for them. Daily in our newspapers and on our televisions and radio’s we will hear the various views of each political party. The arguments are always the same one party will highlight the weakness of the other parties and then highlight their own record on health or the economy or some other issue of importance. After the period of campaigning the day will come when millions of us will have to decide which party we think will be the best one to lead us over the next 5 years.

It is very easy to become very cynical about politics but nevertheless we should all seek to use our vote responsibly. Despite the shortcomings of some politicians many others are genuine and sincere in wanting to get it right in creating a better society for us all.

But we have to be realistic, at least from a Christian point of view. We have to face the fact that you can’t change society and communities for the better without first changing the people. When at the election we are faced with different policies to improve our quality of life we should seek to vote with a genuine sense of responsibility.  But even if all the promises made by the politicians were to come true it doesn’t follow that our society will be any happier or more contented.

This is not because these things are not important but because human nature is sinful, Politicians are limited in what they can do. This world around us is a very beautiful and satisfying place in many ways and the bible makes it very clear that the material blessings of this life are given by God and are for our enjoyment and pleasure. But when we look out on our world we are forced to conclude that despite all these good things around us there is something still tragically wrong. We only have to look at all the war torn countries of the world to see this. Many of these places have beautiful countryside and climates but are devastated by man’s inhumanity to man.

But can it ever be any different? You might ask. Hasn’t it always been like this? Human nature has always been greedy and violent all through history and will always be the same. But it doesn’t have to be that way! For that very reason God gave us the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.

The word gospel means ‘Good News’ and the good news is that through the power of God in Christ Jesus human nature can be changed for the better. You can change people’s minds with political ideas but you cannot change their hearts. Only God can do that.

In the light of the forthcoming election therefore we are talking about two kinds of choices. On the one hand we all have to make a choice concerning who will govern us over the next 5 years but of even greater importance is the choice we make concerning our eternal destiny. With regard to this last choice we only have two options and they are totally different. One is eternal separation from God in hell and the other is everlasting life with God in heaven. Whist making the right choice in a general election is important it is much more important to make the right choice about Jesus Christ and the salvation that he offers. To accept his offer of salvation means eternal life. To reject it means eternal destruction. What are we going to do? 

