A CLOSE ENCOUNTER 

On 25th June 1997 Gareth Griffiths aged 27 and from Bridgend in South Wales was making his first parachute jump. It was a tandem jump strapped underneath his instructor Michael Costello. Disaster Struck that day “I remember the chutes did not open fully and then there was the sensation of the ground rushing up,’ Mr Griffiths said from his hospital bed. Amazingly Mr Griffiths survived the 6000 feet fall; he escaped death because of the selfless bravery of his instructor who at the last minute rolled over and thereby absorbed the worst of the impact. Michael Costello’s boss later said ‘he is a hero. He gave his life to save the student. He knew what he was doing and made the ultimate sacrifice in the end.’ The ultimate sacrifice; it’s quite a thought. However many years before this event someone else made a similar act of selflessness. In a far greater sacrifice Jesus the Son of God, died on a cross outside Jerusalem.

Many people struggle to understand just why Jesus died and just what relevance his death could have for us today. The answer that the Bible gives is that Jesus was suffering on that cross so that others could be spared the terrible judgement that our sins deserve. Michael Costello died so that Gareth Griffiths could live; Jesus died so that all who trust in him could really live. That is that we might be able to experience eternal life both now and after death. Jesus Christ who was the only totally innocent man who ever lived voluntarily died in the place of others. Why did he do it? The bible says he did it out of love for sinful people who could not save themselves from God’s judgement. He did it so that people could go to heaven.

However it is not enough simply to know about the death of Jesus. We must do something about the facts. We must believe in the Lord Jesus and believing is not merely believing it in our heads but it means committing ourselves to this truth wholeheartedly. We can never do that in our own strength but if we are serious then God will help us to do that and the result will be new spiritual life.
