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he had great possessions.

Matthew 19:22



But when the young man heard 
that saying, he went away 

sorrowful, for  
he had great possessions.

Matthew 19:22



Thus says the Lord: “Let not the 
wise man glory in his wisdom, let not the 
mighty man glory in his might, nor let the 
rich man glory in his riches; But let him 

who glories glory in this, that he 
understands and knows Me!

Jeremiah 9:23-24b



Thus says the Lord: “Let not the 
wise man glory in his wisdom, let not the 
mighty man glory in his might, nor let the 
rich man glory in his riches; But let him 

who glories glory in this, that he 
understands and knows Me!

Jeremiah 9:23-24b



Thus says the Lord: “Let not the 
wise man glory in his wisdom, let not the 
mighty man glory in his might, nor let the 
rich man glory in his riches; But let him 

who glories glory in this, that he 
understands and knows Me!

Jeremiah 9:23-24b



Thus says the Lord: “Let not the 
wise man glory in his wisdom, let not the 
mighty man glory in his might, nor let the 
rich man glory in his riches; But let him 

who glories glory in this, that he 
understands and knows Me!

Jeremiah 9:23-24b



Now behold, one came and said to 
Him, “Good Teacher, what good 
thing shall I do that I may have 

eternal life?”
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So He said to him, “Why do you 
call Me good? No one is good but 
One, that is, God. But if you want 

to enter into life, keep the 
commandments.”

Matthew 19:17



He said to Him, “Which ones?” 
Jesus said, “‘You shall not 

murder,’ ‘You shall not commit 
adultery,’ ‘You shall not steal,’ 

‘You shall not bear false witness,’ 

Matthew 19:18



‘Honor your father 
and your mother,’ and, ‘You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.’ ”

Matthew 19:19



The young man said to Him, “All 
these things I have kept from my 

youth. What do I still lack?”
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Jesus said to him, “If you want to 
be perfect, go, sell what you have 
and give to the poor, and you will 

have treasure in heaven; and come, 
follow Me.”
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But when the young man heard 
that saying, he went away 
sorrowful, for he had great 

possessions.
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Then Jesus said to His 
disciples, “Assuredly, I say to you 

that it is hard for a rich man to 
enter the kingdom of heaven. 
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And again I say to you, it is easier 
for a camel to go through the eye 
of a needle than for a rich man to 

enter the kingdom of God.”

Matthew 19:24



When His disciples heard it, they 
were greatly astonished, saying, 

“Who then can be saved?”

Matthew 19:25



But Jesus looked at them and said 
to them, “With men this is 

impossible, but with God all things 
are possible.”

Matthew 19:26



Then Peter answered and said to 
Him, “See, we have left all and 
followed You. Therefore what 

shall we have?”

Matthew 19:27



So Jesus said to them, “Assuredly I say 
to you, that in the regeneration, when 

the Son of Man sits on the throne of His 
glory, you who have followed Me will 
also sit on twelve thrones, judging the 

twelve tribes of Israel.

Matthew 19:28



And everyone who has left houses 
or brothers or sisters or father or 

mother or wife or children 
or lands, for My name’s sake, shall 
receive a hundredfold, and inherit 

eternal life. 
Matthew 19:29



But many who are first will be 
last, and the last first.

Matthew 19:30



So the last will be first, and the 
first last. For many are called, but 

few chosen.
Matthew 19:30; 20:16

But many who are first will be 
last, and the last first.



The grief of riches:
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 But Jesus . . . said, “You know that the 

rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them . . . 
. Yet it shall not be so among you.

Matthew 20:25-26a
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But if you want to enter into life,  

keep the commandments
Matthew 19:17b
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The grief of riches:
•Money can dull our conscience 
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But those who desire to be rich fall into 
temptation and a snare, and into many foolish 

and harmful lusts which drown men in 
destruction and perdition. For the love of 

money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which 
some have strayed from the faith in their 

greediness, and pierced themselves through 
with many sorrows.

1 Timothy 6:9-10



. . . I will pull down my barns and 
build greater, and there I will store all 

my crops and my goods.

Luke 12:18b
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The grief of riches:
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•Money can whet your appetite for more
•Money can shrink our heart
•Money can inflate our ego



At that time the disciples came to 
Jesus, saying, “Who then is greatest in 

the kingdom of heaven?”

Matthew 18:1
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trust in uncertain riches but in the 
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1 Timothy 6:17



Command those who are rich in this 
present age not to be haughty, nor to 

trust in uncertain riches but in the 
living God, who gives us richly all 

things to enjoy.

1 Timothy 6:17



Command those who are rich in this 
present age not to be haughty, nor to 

trust in uncertain riches but in the 
living God, who gives us richly all 

things to enjoy.

1 Timothy 6:17



Command those who are rich in this 
present age not to be haughty, nor to 

trust in uncertain riches but in the 
living God, who gives us richly all 

things to enjoy.

1 Timothy 6:17



Command those who are rich in this 
present age not to be haughty, nor to 

trust in uncertain riches but in the 
living God, who gives us richly all 

things to enjoy.

1 Timothy 6:17



These six things the Lord hates, yes, 
seven are an abomination to Him: 

A proud look, a lying tongue, hands 
that shed innocent blood . . .
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The grace of giving:



How can we avoid the  
grief and experience the grace?



For you know the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, 
yet for your sakes He became poor, 
that you through His poverty might 

become rich.

2 Corinthians 8:9
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How can we avoid the  
grief and experience the grace?

• Look to Jesus— 
the ultimate rich young ruler



Alexander MacLaren



Alexander MacLaren

“The hands must be 
emptied of treasures, 
and the heart swept 

clear of lesser loves, if 
He is to be grasped by 
our hands, and dwell in 

our hearts.”
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Jesus said to him, “If you want to be perfect, go, 
sell what you have and give to the poor, and you 

will have treasure in heaven; and come,  
follow Me.”

Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone 
desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, 

and take up his cross, and follow Me.
Matthew 16:14

Matthew 19:21
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How can we avoid the  
grief and experience the grace?

• Look to Jesus— 
the ultimate rich young ruler

• Imitate His generous humility



His Good Gifts: Grief or Grace?

Matthew 19:16-22



Who is YOUR King?!?


