
Systematic 
Theology



Ø ”Christian doctrine is what the church 
believes and teaches.”

Ø Basic truth claims of Christianity

What is X-ian Doctrine?



Ø What Is Truth?
Ø Postmodernism
Ø Can We Know Truth?

Quid Est Veritas?



Ø Train to understand, articulate, and defend 
basic Christian truths.

Ø To reach out to others, always ready to give a 
defense.

Ø Fellowship and encouragement

Purposes of This Study



but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, 
always being prepared to make a defense to 

anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that 
is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, 

having a good conscience, so that, when you are 
slandered, those who revile your good behavior in 

Christ may be put to shame.

1 Peter 3:15-16 ESV



Ø Every Christian is a theologian
Ø Ephesians 4:13-15
Ø Train to grow into maturity
Ø Christian maturity is doctrinal 

sophistication.

Why Study X-ian doctrine?



until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to 
the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, so 

that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by 
the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, 
by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 
Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in 

every way into him who is the head, into Christ,

Ephesians 4:13-15 ESV



Ø Every Christian is a theologian
Ø Galatians 1:6-9
Ø Focuses on ”correct doctrine and 

understand the truth of the Gospel.”

Why Study X-ian doctrine?



I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him 
who called you in the grace of Christ and are turning to a 

different gospel— not that there is another one, but 
there are some who trouble you and want to distort the 
gospel of Christ. But even if we or an angel from heaven 

should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we 
preached to you, let him be accursed. As we have said 

before, so now I say again: If anyone is preaching to you 
a gospel contrary to the one you received, let him be 

accursed.
Galatians 1:6-9 ESV



Ø Every Christian is a theologian
Ø Titus 1:9
Ø Maturity is not exclusively for church 

elders.

Why Study X-ian doctrine?



He must hold firm to the trustworthy word as 
taught, so that he may be able to give 

instruction in sound doctrine and also to 
rebuke those who contradict it.

Titus 1:9 ESV



Ø Every Christian is a theologian
Ø As a Christian you are committed to a 

certain worldview.
Ø You ARE a theologian- Good or Bad

Why Study X-ian doctrine?



Ø Right Living Presupposes Right Thinking About 
God
Ø Paul teaches, then applies.
Ø “If you really understand what God is like, 

what he wants from us, what it means to 
follow Christ, then this is going to affect the 
way you live.”

Why Study X-ian doctrine?



Ø The Study of Doctrine is an Expression of 
Loving God.
Ø Matthew 22:37-38

Why Study X-ian doctrine?



And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul and 

with all your mind.

Matthew 22:37-38 ESV



Ø Christ Cannot Be Separated From Truths 
About Christ
Ø 2 John 9-11

Why Study X-ian doctrine?



Everyone who goes on ahead and does not abide in 
the teaching of Christ, does not have God. 

Whoever abides in the teaching has both the 
Father and the Son. If anyone comes to you and 
does not bring this teaching, do not receive him 

into your house or give him any greeting, for 
whoever greets him takes part in his wicked works.

2 John 9-11 ESV



Ø “Doctrine without the Holy Spirit leads to 
legalism.  The Holy Spirit without doctrine 
leads to fanaticism. But doctrine with the Holy 
Spirit leads to true power in the Christian life.

Importance of Balance



Discussion Questions



Ø Shaping Culture
Ø Western Culture = Enlightenment
Ø Theological knowledge is not possible
Ø Therefore theology is not science, not a

source of knowledge
Ø Therefore reason and religion are at odds

Why Study Xian apologetics?



Ø Shaping Culture
Ø The Gospel is never heard in isolation
Ø We hear it in light of our context
Ø We need to shape that context

Why Study Xian apologetics?



Ø Shaping Culture
Ø “It is the broader task of Christian apologetics to create a 

cultural milieu in which the Gospel can still be heard as a 
legitimate option for thinking people.  People may not 
come to Christ through the arguments, but the 
arguments give them permission to believe, as it were –
the intellectual permission to believe when their hearts 
are moved by the preaching of the Gospel and by the 
Holy Spirit.”

Why Study Xian apologetics?



Ø Shaping Culture
Ø “We’re living in a time when modern science is more ipen

to the existence of a transcendent Creator and Designer 
of the universe than at any time in recent memory.  And 
we’re living at a time when biblical criticism has largely 
established the credibility of the outlines of the New 
Testament life of Jesus…”

Why Study Xian apologetics?



Ø Shaping Culture
Ø Postmodernism?
Ø Myth!
Ø Modernism-
Ø People are not “postmodern” about 

science, technology
Ø They are relativistic and pluralistic about 

religion and ethics.

Why Study Xian apologetics?



Ø Strengthening Believers
Ø “Emotional experiences can only carry you so 

far, and then you are going to need something 
more substantive to back it up. Apologetics 
can help to provide some of that substance.”

Why Study Xian apologetics?



Ø Strengthening Believers
Ø “ It’s not enough anymore to just read Bible 

stories to our kids.  They need doctrine, and 
they need apologetics. “

Why Study Xian apologetics?



Ø Evangelizing Unbelievers
Ø No one comes to Christ through arguments?
Ø “Like a missionary who was called to reach 

some obscure people group, the Christian 
apologist feels burdened to reach that 
minority of person who will respond to 
intellectual argument and evidence.”

Why Study Xian apologetics?



One of the great difficulties is to keep before the audience’s mind the
question of Truth. They always think you are recommending Christianity
not because it is true but because it is good.  And in the discussion they 
will at every moment try to escape from the issue “True – or False” into
stuff about a good society, or morals, or the incomes of Bishops, or the
Spanish Inquisition, or France, or Poland – or anything whatever.  You 

have to keep forcing them back, and again back, to the real point. Only 
this will you be able to undermine… their belief that a certain amount of 
”religion” is desirable but one mustn’t carry it too far.  One must keep on 

pointing out that Christianity is a statement which, if false, is of no 
importance, and if true, of infinite importance.  The one thing I cannot be 

is moderately important.

C.S. Lewis 1945



Next Week

Ø Read: 
Ø Defenders 2-2: Doctrine of Revelation, pg. 1-15 

(General Revelation)



Questions?


