First Love
Dear Church / Love / Revelation 2:1–7
Have we left our first love?
 
Church in Ephesus
Revelation 2:1–7 NIV
1 “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: 

These are the words of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand and walks among the seven golden lampstands. 2 I know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. I know that you cannot tolerate wicked people, that you have tested those who claim to be apostles but are not, and have found them false. 3 You have persevered and have endured hardships for my name, and have not grown weary. 

4 Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken the love you had at first. 5 Consider how far you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. If you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place. 6 But you have this in your favor: You hate the practices of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 

7 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who is victorious, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.
CSB Study Bible: Notes Chapter 2
Ephesus was one of the largest and most powerful cities in the Roman Empire.
CSB Study Bible: Notes Chapter 2
It was devoted to the worship of the goddess Artemis (Lat Diana, Ac 19:28), the fertility goddess, and the emperor of Rome, who was considered a god.
Ac 19:17-34 
Paul’s Final Encouragement to the Ephesian Elders
Acts 20:25–38 NIV
25 “Now I know that none of you among whom I have gone about preaching the kingdom will ever see me again. 26 Therefore, I declare to you today that I am innocent of the blood of any of you. 27 For I have not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will of God. 28 Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood. 29 I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock. 30 Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them. 31 So be on your guard! Remember that for three years I never stopped warning each of you night and day with tears. 

32 “Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 33 I have not coveted anyone’s silver or gold or clothing. 34 You yourselves know that these hands of mine have supplied my own needs and the needs of my companions. 35 In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’ ” 

36 When Paul had finished speaking, he knelt down with all of them and prayed. 37 They all wept as they embraced him and kissed him. 38 What grieved them most was his statement that they would never see his face again. Then they accompanied him to the ship.
What is Paul’s encouragement/Warnings to the Elders?
Vs. 28                                                                                                                                     
Vs. 28                                                                                                    
Vs. 29                                                                                              
Vs. 30           __________________________________________________                   
Vs 31          __________________________________________________                     
Vs 35            __________________________________________________                _ 
Revelation 2:2–3 NIV
2 I know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. I know that you cannot tolerate wicked people, that you have tested those who claim to be apostles but are not, and have found them false. 3 You have persevered and have endured hardships for my name, and have not grown weary.
Yet I hold this against you
Revelation 2:4 NIV
4 Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken the love you had at first.
What love is he talking about?
1.	          __________________________________________________                       
2.	          __________________________________________________                     
3.	          __________________________________________________                       
Paul’s Letter to the Church
What does Paul hear about this church?
1.	          __________________________________________________                       
2.	          __________________________________________________                        
Paul’s prayer for the church
He’s praying for?
1.	          __________________________________________________                       
2.	          __________________________________________________                        
3.	          __________________________________________________                       
4.	          __________________________________________________                        
His encouragement
They had proper teaching
Revelation 2:5–6 NIV
5 Consider how far you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. If you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place. 6 But you have this in your favor: You hate the practices of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.
What are his directions?
1.	          __________________________________________________                        
2.	          __________________________________________________                         
Remove lampstand?
          __________________________________________________                       
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