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 Faithfulness is the pathway 
to fruitfulness.



But he who received seed on the 
good ground is he who hears the 

word and understands it, who 
indeed bears fruit and produces: 

some a hundredfold, 
some sixty, some thirty.

Matthew 13:23
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 Faithfulness is an indication 
of fruitfulness.



But the fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 

self-control.

Galatians 5:22-23a
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I press toward the goal 
for the prize of the upward 
call of God in Christ Jesus.

Philippians 3:14
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“Grant that these two sons of 
mine may sit, one on Your right 
hand and the other on the left, in 

Your kingdom.”

Matthew 20:21b
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Two observations:
1. Jesus deferred to God The Father the 

right to reward His disciples.



. . . to sit on My right hand and on 
My left is not Mine to give, but it 

is for those for whom it is prepared 
by My Father.

Matthew 20:23b
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For the Son of Man will come in 
the glory of His Father with His 
angels, and then He will reward 

each according to his works

Matthew 16:23



And behold, I am coming quickly, 
and My reward is with Me, 

to give to every one according to 
his work.

Revelation 22:12
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For we must all appear before 
the judgment seat of Christ, 

that each one may receive the 
things done in the body, according 
to what he has done, whether good 

or bad.
2 Corinthians 5:10



For we must all appear before 
the judgment seat of Christ, 

that each one may receive the 
things done in the body, according 
to what he has done, whether good 

or bad.
2 Corinthians 5:10



. . . to sit on My right hand and on 
My left is not Mine to give, but it 
is for those for whom it is prepared 

by My Father.

Matthew 20:23b



Two observations:
1. Jesus deferred to God The Father the 

right to reward His disciples. 
Explanation:



Two observations:
1. Jesus deferred to God The Father the 

right to reward His disciples. 
Explanation:
• Incarnation
• Illustration



Two observations:
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• Illustration



Then Jesus answered and said to 
them, “Most assuredly, 

I say to you, 
the Son can do nothing of Himself, 

but what He sees the Father do.

John 5:19



But of that day and hour 
no one knows, not even the angels 
in heaven, nor the Son, but only 

the Father.

Mark 13:32
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Two observations:
1. Jesus deferred to God The Father the 

right to reward His disciples. 
Explanation:
• Incarnation limitations
• Illustration of humility



Let this mind be in you which was 
also in Christ Jesus, who, being in 
the form of God, did not consider 
it robbery to be equal with God, 

but made Himself of no reputation, 
taking the form of a bondservant, 

Philippians  2:5-8



and coming in the likeness of 
men. And being found in 

appearance as a man, He humbled 
Himself and became obedient 
to the point of death, even the 

death of the cross.
Philippians  2:5-8



Therefore God also has highly 
exalted Him and given Him the 

name which is above every name, 
that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, of those in 

heaven, and of those on earth, and 
of those under the earth,

Philippians  2:9-10



and that every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father.

Philippians  2:9-10



Two observations:
1. Jesus deferred to God The Father the 

right to reward His disciples.



Two observations:
1. Jesus deferred to God The Father the 

right to reward His disciples.
2. Jesus didn’t rebuke or correct His 

disciples’ passion for prominence.



Two observations:
2. Jesus didn’t rebuke or correct His 

disciples’ passion for prominence.



Two observations:
2. Jesus didn’t rebuke or correct His 

disciples’ passion for prominence.

• We’ll receive differing rewards 
based on God’s grace and our 
response.

Implication



• Received greatness:
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• Rewarded greatness:



. . . He who has begun a good 
work in you 

will complete it 
until the day of Jesus Christ.

Philippians  1:6b
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Rewarded greatness:



1. appropriate ministry motivations
Rewarded greatness:



whoever desires to become great among 
you, let him be your servant. And 

whoever desires to be first among you, 
let him be your slave—just as the Son 
of Man did not come to be served, but 

to serve, and to give His life a 
ransom for many.

Matthew 20:26b-28
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. . . let each one take heed 
how he builds!

1 Cor. 3:10b



. . . let each one take heed 
how he builds!

1 Cor. 3:10b



1. appropriate ministry motivations
Rewarded greatness:

• humility



1. appropriate ministry motivations
Rewarded greatness:

• humility
• anonymity



Matthew 6:4b, 6b, 18b



. . . your Father who sees in secret 
will Himself reward you openly.
. . . your Father who sees in secret 

will reward you openly.

. . . your Father who sees in secret will 
reward you.

Matthew 6:4b, 6b, 18b



And whatever you do, do it heartily, as 
to the Lord and not to men, knowing 

that from the Lord you will receive the 
reward of the inheritance; for you serve 

the Lord Christ.

Colossians 3:23-24
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Shepherd the flock of God which is 
among you, serving as overseers, not by 

compulsion but willingly, not for 
dishonest gain but eagerly

I Peter 5:2
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And everyone who competes for the prize is 
temperate in all things. Now they do it to 
obtain a perishable crown, but we for an 

imperishable crown . . . But I discipline my 
body and bring it into subjection, lest, when 
I have preached to others, I myself should 

become disqualified.

1 Cor. 9:25-27
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And everyone who has left houses or 
brothers or sisters or father or mother or 
wife or children or lands, for My name’s 

sake, shall receive a hundredfold, and inherit 
eternal life.

Matthew 19:29
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Blessed is the man who endures trials; for 
when he has been approved, he will 

receive the crown of life which the Lord has 
promised to those who love Him.

James 1:12
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And everyone who has left houses or 
brothers or sisters or father or mother or 
wife or children or lands, for My name’s 

sake, shall receive a hundredfold, and inherit 
eternal life.

Matthew 5:11-12



And everyone who has left houses or 
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1. appropriate ministry motivations
2. self-discipline
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1. appropriate ministry motivations
2. self-discipline
3. sacrifice
4. endurance
5. generous grace
6. transformed lives
7. faithful love/joyful anticipation

Rewarded greatness:



“you do not know what you ask”

Matthew 20:22a



Two misconceptions:
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Two misconceptions:
• Received greatness: greatness we are 

allotted 

• Rewarded greatness: greatness we are 
awarded



For by grace you have been saved through 
faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift 

of God, not of works, lest anyone 
should boast. For we are His workmanship, 

created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand that we 

should walk in them

Ephesians 2:8-10
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Two misconceptions:
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• Rewarded greatness: God’s gracious 
gifts through us as we respond in 
faith.
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Are you able to drink the cup 
that I am about to drink, and be 

baptized with the baptism 
that I am baptized with?

Matthew 20:22b



Drink from it, all of you. 
For this is My blood 
of the new covenant, 

which is shed for many 
for the remission of sins.

Matthew 26:27b-28



I have a baptism 
to be baptized with, 

and how distressed I am 
till it is accomplished!

Luke 12:50



If anyone desires to come after 
Me, let him deny himself, and  

take up his cross, and follow Me.

Matthew 16:24
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Two misconceptions:
• Received greatness: God’s gracious 

gifts to us that we receive by faith. 

• Rewarded greatness: God’s gracious 
gifts through us as we respond in 
faith.



Who then is the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven?

Matthew 18:1b



Assuredly, I say to you,  
unless you are converted and 

become as little children,  
you will by no means enter the 

kingdom of heaven.

Matthew 18:3
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“Received Greatness”:



Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, 
nor have entered into the heart of 

man the things which 
God has prepared 

for those who love Him. 

1 Corinthians 2:9
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Understanding  
“Received Greatness”:

1. What is it?



. . . the wages of sin is death, 
but the gift of God is eternal life in 

Christ Jesus our Lord.

Romans 6:23
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Eternal life
Permanent inheritance



. . .through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead, an 

inheritance incorruptible 
and undefiled and that 

does not fade away, 
reserved in heaven for you.

1 Peter 1:3b-4
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Spiritual authority
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other on the left, in Your kingdom.”

Matthew 20:21b
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Grant that these two sons of mine may 
sit, one on Your right hand and the 
other on the left, in Your kingdom.”

Matthew 20:21b
[God] raised us up together, and 

made us sit together in the heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus!

Ephesians 2:6



Jesus Christ . . . who loved us and 
washed us from our sins in His 

own blood . . . has made us 
kings and priests!

Revelation 1:5b-6
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Father has bestowed on us, that  

we should be called children of God!
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I will be his God and 
he shall be My son!

Revelation 21:7b



Behold what manner of love the 
Father has bestowed on us, that 

we should be called children of God!

1 John 3:1a



Beloved, now we are  
children of God; and it has not yet 

been revealed what we shall be, but 
we know that when He is 

revealed, we shall be like Him, 
for we shall see Him as He is.

1 John 3:2
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For God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that 

whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have everlasting life.

John 3:16
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Understanding  
“Received Greatness”:

2. How do we get it?
The Father prepared it



Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor 
have entered into the heart of man 
the things which God has prepared 

for those who love Him.

1 Corintians 2:9



Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor 
have entered into the heart of man 
the things which God has prepared 

for those who love Him.

1 Corintians 2:9



Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor 
have entered into the heart of man 

the things which God has prepared 
for those who love Him.

1 Corintians 2:9



So He said to them, “You will indeed 
drink My cup, and be baptized with 
the baptism that I am baptized with; 
but to sit on My right hand and on 

My left is not Mine to give, but it is 
for those for whom it is prepared by 

My Father.”
Matthew 20:23
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“Received Greatness”:

2. How do we get it?
The Father prepared it
The Son accomplished it



I go to prepare a place for you!

John 14:2b
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For He made Him who knew no 
sin to be sin for us, that we might 

become the righteousness of God in 
Him.

1 Corinthians 5:21
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Understanding  
“Received Greatness”:

2. How do we get it?
The Father prepared it
The Son accomplished it
We receive it by faith
The Holy Spirit seals & activates it



Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of 
God, by whom you were sealed for 

the day of redemption

Ephesians 4:30b
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goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 

self-control.

Galatians 5:22-23a
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Two Observations:

1. Jesus didn’t rebuke or correct his 
disciples’ passion for prominence.

2. Jesus deferred to His Father the 
right to elevate His followers?



The Son of Man . . .will reward each 
according to his works.

Matthew 16:27



  

A Passion for Prominence 

Matthew 20:20-23



Who is YOUR King?!?


