
him might believe. He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of  that 
Light. That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the 
world. He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew 
him not. He came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as many as 
received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of  God, even to them 
that believe on his name: Which were born, not of  blood, nor of  the will of  the 
flesh, nor of  the will of  man, but of  God. And the Word was made flesh, 
and dwelt among us, and we beheld his glory, the glory as of  the only 
begotten of  the Father, full of  grace and truth. 

R. Thanks be to God. 

Hymn	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	    O glorious Maid exalted far 

The Purification of  
Our Lady Mary 

2 February 2021 
6:30 PM 



Welcome to St. Luke Church, especially if  you are a newcomer or visitor. 
Children of  all ages are fully welcome in each liturgy. Please refer to the 
Book of  Common Prayer and the Hymnal throughout the Mass. We ask that 
you please keep prayerful silence in the church both before and after the 
liturgy tonight. Silence is golden, but especially in church! 

February 2nd, Candlemas, is a special feast, in that it is the commemoration of  two 
separate, yet related events. The first is the Presentation of  Our Lord in the temple forty 
days after his birth. In Hebrew, this is known as the pidyon ha-ben: the redeeming of  the 
firstborn. Every Jewish mother was required to present her first child in the temple 
together with a sacrificial offering. As Jesus was Our Lady’s only child, this event is all the 
more significant. Simeon, the aged priest, represents the Jewish people, and it is they to 
whom Our Lord is manifest today. Upon receiving Our Lord, Simeon prophesies that 
Jesus will be a sign of  contradiction for the Jews (as they expected a conquering Messiah 
who would overthrow the Roman occupiers, not a meek child who should suffer and die 
ignominiously on the Cross). Simeon further states that a sword will pierce the soul of  
Mary — a foreshadowing of  the suffering she will undergo with her only Son during his 
Passion. The second event commemorated today is the Purification of  Our Lady. In 
obedience to the Mosaic law, mothers must present themselves in the temple for ritual 
purification after the birth of  a child. Mary, of  course, did not need this purification — 
the conception and birth of  Our Lord was miraculous, and she found her virginity 
preserved intact. Nevertheless, she submitted to what the law required. This ceremony 
was later adapted by the Christians into what came to be called “the churching of  
women,” a tradition still very much alive today. 

The liturgical rites contain a unique blessing and procession of  candles, symbolizing 
Christ as the light of  the world, in imitation of  the great Easter Vigil. In this way, Our 
Lord’s birth and death are ritually joined together. These candles should be taken home 
and lit whenever there is trouble, sickness, or danger about. As the presentation of  a child 
and the ritual purification of  its mother in the Hebrew Temple were acts of  penance, 
today’s procession occurs with the priest wearing violet vestments. He will exchange these 
for white at the beginning of  the Mass. 

Finally, today marks the end of  the Christmas cycle. Greenery and decorations should 
now be taken down, and we should begin to prepare ourselves for the Lenten fast. 

Down with the rosemary, and so  
Down with the bays and mistletoe;  

Down with the holly, ivy, all,  
Wherewith ye dress'd the Christmas Hall:  

That so the superstitious find 

No one least branch there left behind: 
For look, how many leaves there be 
Neglected, there (maids, trust to me) 

So many goblins you shall see. 
Robert Herrick (d. 1674)	 

The Holy Communion 
¶  Any baptized Christian who is a regular communicant in the 
Anglican, Orthodox, or Roman Catholic traditions is invited to 
receive the Blessed Sacrament. If  you are unable or do not wish to 
receive the Holy Communion, please approach with your arms 
crossed over your chest, and the priest will extend you a blessing. 
Whilst in your pew, please remain in quiet prayer. 

Communion Sentence	 	 	 	 	            Responsum accepit Simeon 
It was revealed unto Simeon by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death, 
before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 

¶ Please kneel for the hymn. 

Communion Hymn	 	 	 	 	 	 	              Hymnal #116 
O Sion, open wide thy gates 

Communion Thanksgiving	 	 	 	 	 	 	            BCP 83 

¶ Please stand. 

Gloria in excelsis (Old Scottish Chant)	 	 	 	 	  Hymnal #739 

¶ Please kneel. 

Post-Communion Collect 
Dismissal and Blessing	 	 	 	 	 	 	            BCP 84 

¶ Please stand for the Last Gospel and the Hymn. 

The Last Gospel	 	 	 	 	 	 	     	      John 1:1-14 
V. The Lord be with you. 
R. And with thy spirit. 

V. The beginning of  the Holy Gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
R. Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; 
and without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life; and the 
life was the light of  men. And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness 
comprehended it not. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 
The same came for a witness, to bear witness of  the Light, that all men through 



The Lord’s Prayer 

The Pax Domini 
V. The Peace of  the Lord be alway with you. 

R.  

Prayer of  Humble Access	 	 	 	 	 	 	            BCP 82 
Agnus Dei (Willan)	 	 	 	 	 	 	            	 Hymnal #712 

Ecce Agnus Dei 
V. Behold the Lamb of  God. Behold Him that taketh away the sins of  the world. 
R. Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof; but speak the word only, and 
my soul shall be healed. (Said thrice) 

THE BLESSING OF CANDLES 
¶ Please stand as the bells are rung. 

V. The Lord be with you. 
R. And with thy spirit. 

O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God, who hast made all things out of  
nothing, and hast appointed that the labors of  bees should be formed into wax by 
thine ordinance: who didst likewise as on this day fulfill the prayers of  thy 
righteous servant Simeon: we humbly beseech thee; that thou wouldest 
vouchsafe, by the power of  thy holy Name, and at the intercession of  blessed 
Mary ever-Virgin, whose festival we this day devoutly celebrate, and of  all thy 
Saints, to bless + and sanctify + these candles for the use of  men, and for their 
protection both in body and soul in all perils of  land or sea: hear, O Lord, we 
humbly pray thee, from thy holy heaven and from the throne of  thy glory the 
voice of  this thy people, that seeketh to bear them forth to thy glory and to sing 
thy praises: and we humbly beseech thee that thou wouldest have mercy on all 
them that call upon thee, whom thou hast redeemed with the precious Blood of  
thy dear Son: Who liveth and reigneth with thee in the unity of  the Holy Ghost, 
ever one God, world without end. Amen. 

Almighty and everlasting God, who as on this day didst present thine only-
begotten Son in thine holy temple to be received in the arms of  blessed Simeon: 
we humbly entreat thy mercy, that thou wouldst vouchsafe to bless +, hallow +, 
and kindle with the light of  thine heavenly benediction these candles which we 
thy servants desire to receive and to carry, lighted in honour of  thine holy Name. 
Mercifully grant, O Lord our God, that even as they with their outward flame do 
scatter the darkness of  night, so our hearts being inflamed with the inward 
brightness of  thy Holy Spirit may be delivered from all blindness of  iniquity: that 
the eyes of  our souls being enlightened may discern such things as are pleasing 
unto thee and profitable unto us for our salvation; and that finally after the 
darkness and dangers of  this world we may be made worthy to be presented in 
the holy temple of  thy glory. Through the same thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who with thee, in the unity of  the Holy Ghost, liveth and reigneth God, world 
without end. Amen. 

¶ The people now come forward to receive their candles. Please line up as 
you would for Holy Communion. Please only take one candle. 



Nunc Dimittis 

Ant. A light to lighten the Gentiles: and the glory of  thy people Israel. 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word. Ant. 
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation. Ant. Which thou hast prepared before the 
face of  all people. Ant. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Ghost. Ant. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without 
end. Amen. Ant. 

At the Procession 

Let us pray. We beseech thee, O Lord, mercifully to hear the prayers of  thy 
people: and grant that by this service which year by year we offer unto thee, we 
may attain in the light of  thy grace to the hidden things of  thy glory. Through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

V. Let us proceed in peace. 
R. In the Name of  Christ. Amen. 

Adorna thalamum 
	  

Make ready thy bridal-chamber, O Sion, and welcome Christ thy Monarch: 
salute the maiden Mary, the blissful gate of  heaven: for she verily bringeth the 
King of  Glory. As a cloud of  light the Virgin appeareth, bearing in the flesh her 
Son begotten before the daystar, whom Simeon received in his arms, proclaiming 
to the nations that he, in truth, is the Lord of  life and of  death, and the Saviour 
of  the world. 

Station at the Crèche 

V. They offered unto the Lord for him a pair of  turtle-doves. 
R. According to that which is said in the law of  the Lord. 

O Lord Jesus Christ, who, appearing as on this day among men in the substance 
of  our flesh, wast presented by Mary and Joseph in the temple; whom the 
venerable Simeon, illuminated by the light of  thy Spirit, recognized, took into his 
arms, and blessed: grant in thy mercy, that enlightened and taught by the grace 
of  the same Holy Ghost, and holpen by the prayers of  thy Blessed Virgin 
Mother, we may truly acknowledge thee and faithfully love thee. Who with the 
Father, in the unity of  the same Holy Ghost, livest and reignest God, world 
without end. Amen. 

Orate Fratres 
V. Pray, brethren, that this my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to God, the 
Father almighty. 
R.  May the Lord receive the sacrifice at thy hands for the praise and glory of  his name, both to 
our benefit, and that of  all his holy Church. 

¶ Please kneel. 

Prayer for the Whole State of  Christ’s Church	 	 	 	            BCP 74 
General Confession & Comfortable Words	 	 	 	 	            BCP 75 
Sursum Corda and Preface	 	 	 	 	 	 	            BCP 77 

Sanctus et Benedictus (Willan)	 	 	 	 	 	  Hymnal #797 
The Canon of  the Mass	 	 	 	 	 	 	            BCP 80 

¶  At the elevation of  the Host and Chalice, you are invited to make 
the Sign of  the Cross and say silently, “My Lord and my God,” in 
adoration of  our Lord’s Eucharistic presence. 

V.  O Father almighty, world without end.  

R.  



The Gospel	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	          BCP 232 
Nicene Creed	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	            BCP 71 

¶ Please be seated. 
Sermon 

¶ Please stand for the Offertory Sentence and Hymn. 
Offertory Sentence	 	 	           	 	 	 	                

Full of  grace are thy lips: because God hath blessed thee forever, and world 
without end. 

Offertory Hymn	 	 	 	 	 	 	        All prophets hail thee 

1. All prophets hail thee, from of  old 
announcing, 

by the inbreath-èd Spirit of  the Father, 
God's Mother, bringing prophecies to 

fullness 
Mary the maiden. 

2. Thou the true Virgin Mother of  the 
Highest, 

bearing incarnate God in awed obedience, 
meekly acceptest for a sinless offspring 

purification. 

3. In the high temple Simeon receives 
thee, 

takes to his bent arms with a holy rapture 
that promised Savior, vision of  

redemption, 
Christ long awaited. 

4. Now the fair realm of  paradise 
attaining, 

and to thy Son's throne, Mother of  
th’Eternal, 

rais-èd all glorious, yet in earth's devotion 
join with us always. 

5. Glory and worship to the Lord of  all things 
pay we unresting, who alone adorèd, 

Father and Son and Spirit, in the highest 
reigneth eternal. 

Amen. 

SUNG MASS 
Processional Hymn to the Altar	 	 	  	          Most pure and lowly Virgin 



¶ The order for the Holy Communion begins on page 67 of  the blue Book of  
Common Prayer. 

¶ Please kneel during the Introit. 

Introit	 	 	 	 	 	    	 	              	         Suscepimus 
We wait, O God, for thy lovingkindness, in the midst of  thy temple; according to 
thy Name, O God, so is thy praise unto the world’s end: thy right hand is full of  
righteousness. Ps. 48. Great is the Lord, and highly to be praised; in the city of  our 
God, even upon his holy hill. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghost: as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without 
end. Amen. 

Collect for Purity	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	            BCP 67 
Summary of  the Law	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	            BCP 69 

Kyrie eleison (Willan)	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  Hymnal #710 
Collect of  the Day	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	          BCP 231 

¶ Please be seated. 

The Epistle	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	          BCP 232 

¶ Please stand for the Gradual, Tract, and Sequence. 

Gradual and Tract	 	 	 	 	 	 	       	         
We wait for thy lovingkindness, O God, in the midst of  thy temple: O God, 
according to thy Name, so is thy praise unto the world’s end. Like as we have 
heard, so have we seen, in the city of  our God, even upon his holy hill. Lord, now 
lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word. For mine eyes have 
seen thy salvation. Which thou hast prepared before the face of  all people. A light 
to lighten the Gentiles: and the glory of  thy people Israel. 

Sequence Hymn	 	 	 	 	 	              Ave, Mary! Full of  grace 


