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Context & Structure



Then the multitude warned them 
that they should be quiet; but they 

cried out all the more, saying, “Have 
mercy on us, 

O Lord, Son of David!”

Matthew 21:31
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‘My house shall be called a house of 
prayer,’ but you have made it a ‘den 

of thieves.’ 

Matthew 21:13b
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Then the Pharisees went and plotted 
how they might entangle Him 

in His talk.

Matthew 22:15
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And no one was able to answer Him 
a word, nor from that day on did 

anyone dare question Him anymore.

Matthew 22:46
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Now when He came into the temple, 
the chief priests and the elders of the 

people confronted Him as He was 
teaching, and said, “By what 

authority are You doing these things? 
And who gave You this authority?”

Matthew 21:23



But Jesus answered and said to 
them, “I also will ask you one thing, 
which if you tell Me, I likewise will 
tell you by what authority I do these 

things:

Matthew 21:24



 The baptism of John—where was it 
from? From heaven or from men?” 

And they reasoned among 
themselves, saying, “If we say, 

‘From heaven,’ He will say to us, 
‘Why then did you not believe him?’

Matthew 21:25



But if we say, ‘From men,’ we fear 
the multitude, for all count John as a 

prophet.”

Matthew 21:26



So they answered Jesus and said, 
“We do not know.” 

And He said to them, “Neither will I 
tell you by what authority I do these 

things.

Matthew 21:27



But what do you think? A man had 
two sons, and he came to the first 
and said, ‘Son, go, work today in 

my vineyard.’

Matthew 21:28



He answered and said, ‘I will not,’ 
but afterward he regretted it and 

went.

Matthew 21:29



Then he came to the second and said 
likewise. And he answered and said, 

‘I go, sir,’ but he did not go.

Matthew 21:30



Which of the two did the will 
of his father?” 

They said to Him, “The first.” 
Jesus said to them, “Assuredly, I say 
to you that tax collectors and harlots 

enter the kingdom of God before you.

Matthew 21:31



For John came to you in the way of 
righteousness, and you did not 

believe him; but tax collectors and 
harlots believed him; and when you 
saw it, you did not afterward relent 

and believe him.
Matthew 21:32
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heaven or from men?” And they reasoned among 
themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ He 
will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 

 32 For John came to you in the way of 
righteousness, and you did not believe him; but tax 
collectors and harlots believed him; and when you 

saw it, you did not afterward relent and believe 
him.
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Context & Structure
The authority of Jesus



He taught them as  
one having AUTHORITY, and not 

as the scribes.

Matthew 7:29b



He taught them as  
one having AUTHORITY, and not 

as the scribes.

Matthew 7:29b



But that you may know that  
the Son of Man has POWER on 

earth to forgive sins”—then He said 
to the paralytic, “Arise, take up your 

bed, and go to your house.”

Matthew 9:6
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And when He had called His twelve 
disciples to Him, He gave them 

POWER over unclean spirits, to cast 
them out, and to heal all kinds of 
sickness and all kinds of disease.

Matthew 10:1
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. . . All AUTHORITY has been 
given to Me in heaven and on earth.

Matthew 28:18b



. . . All AUTHORITY has been 
given to Me in heaven and on earth.
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Therefore the Jews sought all the 
more to kill Him, because He not 

only broke the Sabbath, but also said 
that God was His Father,  

making Himself equal with God.

John 5:18
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only broke the Sabbath, but also said 
that God was His Father,  

making Himself equal with God.
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Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, 
I say to you, before Abraham was,  

I AM.” Then they took up stones to 
throw at Him.

John 8:58-59a
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I and My Father are one.” Then the 
Jews took up stones again to stone 

Him

John 10:30-31



I and My Father are one.” Then the 
Jews took up stones again to stone 

Him

John 10:30-31



. . . believe the works, that you may 
know and believe that  

the Father is in Me, and I in Him.” 

Therefore they sought again to seize 
Him.

John 10:38b-39
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So they answered Jesus and said, 
“We do not know.”

Matthew 21:27a
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There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. This man came  

for a witness, to bear witness of the 
Light, that all through him 

might believe. He was not that Light, 
but was sent to bear witness of 

that Light.
John 1:6-8
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John bore witness of Him and cried 
out, saying, “This was He of whom 
I said, ‘He who comes after me is 
preferred before me, for He was 

before me.’ ”

John 1:15
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I said, ‘He who comes after me is 
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before me.’ ”
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Now this is the testimony of John, 
when the Jews sent priests and 

Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, 
“Who are you?”

John 1:19



Now this is the testimony of John, 
when the Jews sent priests and 

Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, 
“Who are you?”

John 1:19



He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I 
am not the Christ.” And they asked him, “What 

then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are 
you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” Then 
they said to him, “Who are you, that we may give 
an answer to those who sent us? What do you say 
about yourself?” He said: “I am ‘The voice of one 

crying in the wilderness: “Make straight the way of 
the Lord,”’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”

John 1:20-23
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The next day John saw Jesus 
coming toward him, and said, 

“Behold! The Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world. 

John 1:29



The next day John saw Jesus 
coming toward him, and said, 
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takes away the sin of the world. 
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And John bore witness, saying, “I saw the Spirit 
descending from heaven like a dove, and He 

remained upon Him. I did not know Him, but He 
who sent me to baptize with water said to me, 

‘Upon whom you see the Spirit descending, and 
remaining on Him, this is He who baptizes with 

the Holy Spirit.’ And I have seen and testified that 
this is the Son of God.”

John 1:32-34
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the Holy Spirit.’ And I have seen and testified that 
this is the Son of God.”

John 1:32-34



He must increase, but 
I must decrease.

John 3:30



In those days John the Baptist 
came preaching in the wilderness 

of Judea, and saying, “Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven is at 

hand.

Matthew 3:1-2
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for the kingdom of heaven is at 

hand.
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Therefore  
bear fruits worthy of repentance.

Matthew 3:8



Therefore  
bear fruits worthy of repentance.

Matthew 3:8



Then Jerusalem, all Judea, and all the region 
around the Jordan . . . were baptized by him in 
the Jordan, confessing their sins. But when he 

saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees 
coming to his baptism, he said to them,  

“Brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee 
from the wrath to come?”

Matthew 3:5-7
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Deadly Response:



Deadly Response:
1. Question Jesus’ authority



Now it happened on one of those days, as 
He taught the people in the temple and  

preached the gospel, that the chief priests 
and the scribes, together with the elders, 

confronted Him and spoke to Him, saying, 
“Tell us, by what authority are You doing 
these things? Or who is he who gave You 

this authority?”
Luke 20:1-2



Now it happened on one of those days, as 
He taught the people in the temple and  

preached the gospel, that the chief priests 
and the scribes, together with the elders, 

confronted Him and spoke to Him, saying, 
“Tell us, by what authority are You doing 
these things? Or who is he who gave You 

this authority?”
Luke 20:1-2



“By what authority are You 
doing these things?”

Matthew 21:23b
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• You have no right!



“And who gave YOU this 
authority?”

Matthew 21:23b



“And who gave YOU this 
authority?”

Matthew 21:23b



Deadly Response:
1. Question Jesus’ authority

• You have no right!



Deadly Response:
1. Question Jesus’ authority

• You have no right!
• You are not the boss of me!!





Deadly Response:
1. Question Jesus’ authority 

• You have no right! 
• You are not the boss of me!!



Deadly Response:
1. Question Jesus’ authority

• You have no right!
• You are not the boss of me!!



Deadly Response:
1. Question Jesus’ authority

• You have no right!
• You are not the boss of me!!

2. Disregard Jesus’ requests



So they answered Jesus and said, 
“We do not know.”

Matthew 21:27a





Let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your good 
works and glorify your Father in 

heaven.

Matthew 5:16
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Deadly Response:
1. Question Jesus’ authority

• You have no right!
• You are not the boss of me!!

2. Disregard Jesus’ requests
3. Reject Jesus’ claims



 “Why then did you not believe 
him?”

Matthew 21:25b
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For John came to you in the way 
of righteousness, and  

you did not believe him.

Matthew 21:32a
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Assuredly, I say to you that 
tax collectors and harlots 
enter the kingdom of God 

before you.
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‘Son, go, work today in 
my vineyard.’ 

Matthew 21:28b-29a
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‘Son, go, work today in 
my vineyard.’ 

He answered and said, 
‘I will not,’
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Then he came to the second and 
said likewise. And he answered 

and said, ‘I go, sir,’

Matthew 21:30a



Then he came to the second and 
said likewise. And he answered 
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He answered and said, ‘I will not,’ but 
afterward  

he REGRETTED it and went.
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afterward  

he REGRETTED it and went.

Matthew 21:29, 32b

. . . tax collectors and harlots believed 
him; and when you saw it, 

you did not afterward RELENT and 
believe him.
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  Life-giving Response:
1. Repent!
2. Follow!



Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If 
anyone desires to come after Me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his 

cross, and follow Me.

Matthew 16:24
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  Life-giving Response:
1. Repent!
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Who is YOUR King?!?


