
Who is YOUR King?!?



Matthew 21:12-27 

Life’s Most Important Posture

Matthew 21:23-32
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“It is written, ‘My house shall be 
called a house of prayer,’ but you 
have made it a ‘den of thieves.’ ”

Matthew 21:13b
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Context & Parable Imagery
Father-son relationship



When Israel was a child, I loved him, 
and out of Egypt I called My son. . . . I 
taught Ephraim to walk, taking them 
by their arms; But they did not know 
that I healed them. I drew them with 

gentle cords, with bands of love.

Hosea 11:1-3b
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Matthew 21:28



“But what do you think? A man 
had two sons, and he came to the 

first and said, ‘Son, go, work 
today in my vineyard.’

Matthew 21:28



He answered and said, ‘I will 
not,’ but afterward he regretted it 

and went.

Matthew 21:29



Then he came to the second and 
said likewise. And he answered 
and said, ‘I go, sir,’ but he did 

not go.

Matthew 21:30



 Which of the two did the will 
of his father?” 

They said to Him, “The first.” 
Jesus said to them, “Assuredly, I say to 
you that tax collectors and harlots enter 

the kingdom of God before you. 

Matthew 21:31



For John came to you in the way of 
righteousness, and you did not 

believe him; but tax collectors and 
harlots believed him; and when you 
saw it, you did not afterward relent 

and believe him. 
Matthew 21:32





Evil Vinedressers



Now let me sing to my Well-beloved a song of 
my Beloved regarding His vineyard: My Well-

beloved has a vineyard on a very fruitful hill. He 
dug it up and cleared out its stones, and planted 
it with the choicest vine. He built a tower in its 
midst, and also made a winepress in it; so He 
expected it to bring forth good grapes, but it 

brought forth wild grapes.

Isaiah 5:1-2



Matthew 21:33



“Hear another parable: There was a 
certain landowner who planted a 

vineyard and set a hedge around it, 
dug a winepress in it and built a 

tower. And he leased it to vinedressers 
and went into a far country.

Matthew 21:33



Now when vintage-time drew near, 
he sent his servants to the 

vinedressers, that they might 
receive its fruit.

Matthew 21:34



And the vinedressers took his 
servants, beat one, killed one, and 

stoned another.

Matthew 21:35



Again he sent other servants, more 
than the first, and they did likewise 

to them. 

Matthew 21:36



Then last of all he sent his son to 
them, saying, ‘They will respect 

my son.’

Matthew 21:37



But when the vinedressers saw the 
son, they said among 

themselves, ‘This is the 
heir. Come, let us kill him and 

seize his inheritance.’ 

Matthew 21:38



So they took him and cast him out 
of the vineyard and killed him.

Matthew 21:39



“Therefore, when the owner of the 
vineyard comes, what will he do to 

those vinedressers?”

Matthew 21:40



They said to Him, “He will destroy 
those wicked men miserably, and 

lease his vineyard to other 
vinedressers who will render to 
him the fruits in their seasons.”

Matthew 21:41



Jesus said to them, “Have you 
never read in the Scriptures: ‘The 
stone which the builders rejected 

Has become the chief cornerstone. 
This was the Lord’s doing, 

And it is marvelous in our eyes’?
Matthew 21:42



“Therefore I say to you, the 
kingdom of God will be taken from 
you and given to a nation bearing 

the fruits of it.

Matthew 21:43



And whoever falls on this stone 
will be broken; but on whomever it 
falls, it will grind him to powder.”

Matthew 21:44



Now when the chief priests and 
Pharisees heard His parables, 
they perceived that He was 

speaking of them.

Matthew 21:45



But when they sought to lay hands 
on Him, they feared the multitudes, 

because they took Him for a 
prophet.

Matthew 21:46





“So it shall be, when the Lord your 
God brings you into the land of 

which He swore to your fathers, to 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give 
you large and beautiful cities which 

you did not build,
Deuteronomy 6:10



houses full of all good things, 
which you did not fill, hewn-out 

wells which you did not dig, 
vineyards and olive trees which 

you did not plant—when you have 
eaten and are full—

Deuteronomy 6:11



then beware, lest you forget 
the Lord who brought you out of 
the land of Egypt, from the house 

of bondage. 

Deuteronomy 6:12





A lack of repentance leads to ruin



Matthew 21:31a



 Which of the two did the 
will of his father?

Matthew 21:31a



 Which of the two did the 
will of his father?

Matthew 21:31a



“Not everyone who says to 
Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the 

kingdom of heaven, but he 
who does the will of My Father 

in heaven.

Matthew 7:21
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1. Loss of a secure relationship with God
2. Loss of a significant partnership with 

God
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. . . a stone was cut out without hands, which 
struck the image on its feet of iron and clay, and 
broke them in pieces. Then the iron, the clay, the 

bronze, the silver, and the gold were crushed 
together, and became like chaff from the summer 
threshing floors; the wind carried them away so 

that no trace of them was found. And the stone that 
struck the image became a great mountain and 

filled the whole earth.

Daniel 2:34b-35
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He will be as a sanctuary, but a 
stone of stumbling and a  

rock of offense to both the houses 
of Israel . . . and many among them 

shall stumble;  
they shall fall and be broken . . .

Isaiah 8:14-15
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Now, therefore, you are . . . 
members of the household of God, 
having been built on the foundation 

of the apostles and prophets,  
Jesus Christ Himself being the 

chief cornerstone.
Ephesians 2:19-20



Now, therefore, you are . . . 
members of the household of God, 
having been built on the foundation 

of the apostles and prophets,  
Jesus Christ Himself being the 

chief cornerstone.
Ephesians 2:19-20



Therefore, to you who believe, [Jesus] is 
precious; but to those who are 

disobedient, “The stone which the 
builders rejected has become the chief 

cornerstone,” and “A stone of stumbling 
and a rock of offense.” They stumble, 

being disobedient to the word . . 
1 Peter 2:7-8
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A life of repentance leads to reward



Which of the two 
did the will of his father?
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 . . . whoever does the will of My Father 
in heaven is My brother and sister and 

mother.”

Matthew 12:50b
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A life of repentance leads to reward
1. Security of an eternal relationship
2. Significance of a fruit-bearing 

partnership



Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected 
indeed by men, but chosen by God and precious, 

you also, as living stones, are being built up a 
spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up 

spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ. Therefore it is also contained in the 

Scripture, “Behold, I lay in Zion a chief 
cornerstone, elect, precious, and he who believes 

on Him will by no means be put to shame.”
1 Peter 2:4-6
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A life of repentance leads to reward
1. Security of an eternal relationship
2. Significance of a fruit-bearing 

partnership
3. Satisfaction of a joy-filled 

fellowship



Matthew 21:12-27 

Life’s Most Important Posture

Matthew 21:23-32



Who is YOUR King?!?


