
Zion Easter Cross 
 

     The Easter Flower Cross holds a special place in my heart.  Every year, God shows us the 
promise of new life with the beautiful flowers he provides. 
    Zion has been building the Easter cross for many years.  I am amazed to see how many 
helping hands gather to decorate the cross on Holy Saturday, rain or shine. All these helping 
hands show God’s love.   Zion continues to share with the community that God is still 
speaking, because “Christ has Risen! Risen indeed!” 
   My family always looks forward to being a part of the helping hands group on Saturday 
evening.  We marvel every year at the changes in design and beauty. It is always breathtaking.  
If you would like to be a part of this, please let me know. 
     This year the Easter cross has a special meaning for us.  Mom, who enjoyed the beauty of 
the spring flowers, loved being a part of the helping hands group. This year we are dedicating 
the Easter Cross to mom, Sylvia Ridenour, and other love ones who have passed away this 
year.   
 
Please join us at 10:00 am for a service to celebrate Easter at the cross. 
 
-Kim Ridenour 
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                             Words Of Faith and Strength 
 

    No person can stand against our God: no bad break, no sickness, and no trouble. God controls the universe. He 
said,  “Weeping may endure for a night, but joy is coming in the morning.” (Psalm 30:5) Receive it in the mighty 
name of Jesus. Amen.   
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For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord. (Jer 29:11) NRSV



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   For God, who said, "Light shall shine out of darkness," is the One who has shone in our   hearts to 
give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. ~ 2 Corinthians 4:6 
 
    It has been a long, difficult year, Beloved, and we are all desperate to find glimpses of light. During the holy season 
of Lent, we prayerfully look forward to new life rising out of the shadows of death. As we see the first glimpses of 
daffodils and crocuses, we know that soon we will be surrounded by blooming flowers and new leaves.  And, as we 
prepare to celebrate Easter, the Resurrection of Jesus the Christ, we also long for the day when we can resume the 
rhythms of our lives and our worship. In John’s Gospel, Jesus leaves with these words: “Blessed are those who have 
not seen, and yet believe.” There are so many things our hearts hunger for and our spirits thirst for in these uncertain 
times. There is so much that our eyes long to see. Many things are yet before us, but we hold on to our dreams for 
the future…  Our vision for what can be.  We long for the fulfillment of God’s promise, and we have faith that our God 
is One who keeps promises.  With eyes of faith, we see the world as it could be… as God intends it to be, and then 
we put our faith in action.  As we look forward to gathering again, I hope we will explore new opportunities to serve 
and be served. We act in faith and hope, answering Jesus’ call to go out and spread the Good News—the Gospel. Our 
commitment to God’s vision reveals us as the kind of blessed people John’s Gospel was talking about.  There is no 
place I would rather be for Holy Week and Easter; no people I find more inspiring than you who make up Zion Church. 
You give life and breath to the truth and the promise of the Gospel. Thank you for your witness. You give me hope, 
and a sense of the possibilities before us. As God once reminded us through the prophet Jeremiah:  

 
For surely, I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a 
future with hope.  -Jeremiah 29:11 NRSV 
 
For this resurrecting blessing, I thank you, and look forward to seeing what God has in store for you next. 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Katie 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor’s Pen 

 Worship Services for April 
 

 Apr 1   Maundy Thursday Service via Zoom 
 

 Apr 2   Good Friday Service (Virtual) 
 

 Apr 4    (10 am) Communion Service 
                New Life (Easter Cross Service In-Person) 
 

 Apr 11   Conference Worship on Zoom 
                  OGHS Special Offering  
 

 Apr 18   Faith Sunday (In-Person Services resume) 
 

 Apr 25   Hope Sunday  

 Sunday Morning Schedule 
 

     9:45 am Sunday School Classes  
       Children and Adult classes available via Zoom.              
        

     11:00 am Virtual Worship Service 
             www.zionreformed.church/sermons 
 

    12:30 pm Zoom Fellowship Hour (changes to  
    1:00 pm as of April 18, 2021) 
      
 
    
 
  
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING OFFERING 
 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING IS AN OFFERING THAT 
BENEFITS PLACES LACKING HEALTH AND EDUCATIONAL 

RESOURCES AND FOR PLACES WHERE DISASTER HAS 
STRUCK. ZION REFORMED WILL BE PARTICIPATING IN THIS 

SPECIAL OFFERING ON APRIL 11, 2021. 



Micah’s Backpack 
 
We have started our 10th year in September. If 
anyone would like to help, please see Scherry 
Sellers. All donations are welcome — food and 
monetary! 
 
At this time we currently have 20 children from 
Bester Elementary School we deliver to every 
Friday.   

Zion Book Club 
 
The Zion Book Club meets on 3rd Friday of every 
month, 7pm at the home of Sue Graff.  The 
selection for April is 'The Last Promise" by 
Richard Paul Evans- this months meeting date 
will be 4/16 at 7pm. Please join us for a great 
discussion and wonderful fellowship! 

Soup Kitchen is held every 
Tuesday from  
5:00 pm - 6:15 pm; serving a 
warm meal to our community. If 
you would like to volunteer 
please contact the church admin. 

MONTHLY FIGURES FEBRUARY 2021 (YTD) 

Income $4,759.00 $11,693.00 

Transfer from 
Special Funds $25,000.00 $50,000.00 

Expenses -26,396.25 -64,838.98 

Net Income $3,362.75 -$3,145.98 

 



 
 
  
THU 4/1       Staff Meeting via Zoom          10:00 pm  
                      4-H Club Meeting via Zoom                                     4:30 pm 
                      Maundy Thursday via Zoom                                    5:30 pm 
FRI  4/2        GOOD FRIDAY (Virtual Service) 
SUN 4/4       EASTER SUNDAY  
          Sunday School (via Zoom)            9:45 am 
          Worship Service (Easter Cross Service)         11:00 am 
MON 4/5      Consistory Meeting via Zoom                                        7:00 pm 
TUE   4/6      Soup Kitchen                                                               5:00 pm 
THU 4/8        Staff Meeting via Zoom                                                10:00 am 
           4-H Club Meeting via Zoom                                     4:30 pm 
SUN  4/11     Sunday School (via Zoom)            9:45 am 
                       Worship Service                                                             11:00 am 
                       Fellowship Hour via Zoom                                  12:30 pm 
                      Journey Adult Sunday School via Zoom                        7:00 pm 
MON 4/12    Pastor Search Committee Meeting                               5:30pm 
TUE  4/13      Soup Kitchen                                                               5:00 pm 
THU 4/15      Staff Meeting via Zoom                                                10:00 am
           4-H Club Meeting via Zoom                                    4:30 pm 
SUN 4/18      Children’s Sunday School (via Zoom)                           9:45 am 
           Worship Service                                                             11:00 am 
           Fellowship Hour via Zoom                                  12:30 pm  
                      Journey Adult Sunday School via Zoom                        7:00 pm 
MON 4/19    May Newsletter Deadline                                  12:00 pm 
TUE  4/20     Soup Kitchen                                                                5:00 pm 
THU 4/22     EARTH DAY 
                      Staff Meeting via Zoom                                                10:00 am 
          4-H Club Meeting via Zoom                                     4:30 pm 
SUN 4/25     Children’s Sunday School (via Zoom)                       9:45 am 
          Worship Service                                                             11:00 am 
          Fellowship Hour via Zoom                                  12:30 pm 
                      Journey Adult Sunday School via Zoom                        7:00 pm 
TUE 4/27      Soup Kitchen                                                                 5:00 pm 
WED 4/28    Pastor Search Committee Meeting                                5:30pm 
THU 4/29     Staff Meeting via Zoom                                                10:00 am 
          4-H Club Meeting via Zoom                                    4:30 pm 
 
 
 

 
 
4/4 Aaron Kelly 
4/5 Tess Summers 
4/7 Betsy Roulette 
4/7 David Rhodes 
4/9 Randy Hendershot 
4/10 Lynda Graves 
4/10 Kim Ridenour 
4/12 Robert Kefauver 
4/17 Sally Stewart 
4/21 Michael Mooers 
4/21 LoriBeth Martin 
4/23 Krista Burgan 
4/24 Kenlin Martin 
4/26 Burnie Clutz 
4/28 Mike Heyser 

 
 
4/9 Julia & Dan Springer 
4/12 Mary & Robert Kefauver 
4/30 Alice & Scott Barr 



 
Consistory Highlights 

 
   ZION’s committee reports shared lots of great information during our March 1 Consistory meeting.  Of note, the 
number of virtual viewings of the Sunday services are way up which confirms the decision for ZION to have an 
online presence.  The new Adult Sunday School class led by Sue Graff has had a robust turnout.  The Pastoral 
Search Committee is meeting twice a month.  Kim Ridenour stressed the importance of the congregation 
understanding that the entire Search process will take time.  Some of the resources that are developed through 
the Search process will be helpful when we have the new minister installed.  Katie indicated that she is working 
closely with the Association on Congregational Vitality.  This work was highlighted in the February 28 virtual 
worship service. 
    The planned home presentation of ashes on Ash Wednesday unfortunately was interrupted by delays in the US 
Postal Service deliveries. Katie is planning to do more “safe” home deliveries of materials as needed. To that end, 
Wells has contacted various retirement community homes where more than one congregation member is residing 
to see if he can deliver a bundle of mail to the retirement community’s main office.   
It has been confirmed that Celebrate Recovery is moving out of ZION and into a new home.  They have been 
actively clearing out their belongings and it is expected that all of their belongings should be out of the building by 
the time you are reading this.  We thank them and wish them luck in their new location. 
Consistory is seeking interested members to be part of the constitution and bylaws review committee.  The 
committee already has 3 confirmed members and will begin their review in the late spring or summer. Interested 
folks should contact Becky Owens. 
     The hiring of a security guard for the Soup Kitchen was unanimously approved at the March 1 meeting.  We 
hope to have a qualified person in this role as soon as possible. 
During the on-going repair work in the Bell Tower, dry rot was found in flooring supporting the bells.  The 
Consistory approved the cost of a structural engineer to examine this situation and make recommendations of 
needed repairs to ensure the safety of the bells and of the congregation. 
Christian Education has been discussing the possibility of creating a smaller flower cross to celebrate Easter this 
year.  Due to the closure situation, building our usual tall flower cross is not reasonable.  Please contact Kim 
Ridenour if you are interested in helping and/or have suggestions.  
     ZION has submitted 2 new community grant requests to support the operation of the Soup Kitchen and the 
restoration of 7 headstones in the cemetery.  We should hear if these will be awarded to us later this spring.  We 
also are awaiting final confirmation on the UCC grant for the Soup Kitchen that we submitted this winter.   Finally, 
we have looked into another grant opportunity. The National Fund for Sacred Places (NFSP) works in conjunction 
with Historic Preservation to help places of worship maintain their historic buildings.  The process potentially is 
very exciting but will require ZION to identify a worthy project, develop a solid grant request, identify a contact 
person, commit to a capital campaign for the project with matching funding coming from NFSP, and complete the 
project within a 2-year timeframe. Letters of Intent for this grant year were due on March 15 and we had not yet 
held any substantive conversations about pursuing this.    We are open to exploring this opportunity for possible 
application next year.  Please share suggestions for projects with any Consistory member.   
      We recognize that everyone is looking forward to in-person worship services as soon as possible.  It is felt that 
we should not rush into re-opening and the current Conference guidelines support that thinking.  Re-opening 
guidance from Barb Hendershot, our Parish Nurse, was shared and Katie urged us to examine the trends.  The 
impact of the covid variants is a question mark at this time.  We will continue to monitor the situation closely.  An 
alternative to in-person worship services could be some outdoor social activities as the weather improves. 
We hope you are doing well and staying safe.   Join us virtually every Sunday and for our special Good Friday and 
Easter Services. 



 
 

 



 





                 Special Announcements: 
      We will be resuming In-Person Services April 18, 2021 
                 Please stay tuned for more information…. 
 

(Sunday School Classes) 
  As Of April 11, 2021 the Journey Adult Sunday School class, led by Sue Graff will  
  be available from 7:00 – 8:00 pm each Sunday via ZOOM video and phone options. 
  To Join go to https://Zoom.us/Join or by calling 301.715.8592. Enter Meeting ID:  
   894 3614 5937, and Password: 536 when prompted.  

 

Our Children’s Sunday School Class is hosted via Zoom with Kim Ridenour every 
 Sunday at 9:45 am. If you have a young child that would like to participate please 
 contact the church office at (301) 739-7244 for more details. 
 

(All Sunday School connection details are available at any time on the Church  
website at www.zionreformed.church/education.) 
 

We have started Fellowship Zoom Meetings… Sundays.  
 

https://zionreformed.church/fellowship. 
Join Sunday Fellowship Hour (1:00 pm): (Upon resuming in-person services April 18 fellowship 
 time will change from 12:30 pm to 1:00 pm) 

By Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86854041994?pwd=OEVwVTVLSDJoWjlRcnRlekZ3QWZOdz09 
 By Phone: Call 301.715.8592, enter Meeting ID: 868 5404 1994 and Passcode: 519568 
 
Maundy Thursday Service April 1, 2021 (5:30 pm): 

By Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84272676444?pwd=V09IdEdEOVpDM2ZnTmNLNzhMM0RTdz09 
     By Phone: Call 301.715.8592, enter Meeting ID: 842 7267 6444 and Passcode: Passcode: 337217 

 
Please contact the church office (301) 739-7244 for further 

assistance with any of these announcements or If you need to 
make any announcements. God Bless and Stay Safe… 
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