#4
Revelation- Apocalyptic Life Lessons
Everything Is Occasional

Some things are appropriate for some occasions and some things are not.  Who decides?  How have these standards changed in your lifetime?
Words have different meanings at different times and in different 

situations.  “Apocalyptic,” today, it has a ____________________

connotation.  It means___________________________________

When Revelation was written, “Apocalyptic” had a_____________

connotation.  It meant__________________________________

Today, let’s consider the word, “Occasional.”  In every day

conversation, it means___________________________________

But, when discussing the Bible, “Occasional” means something else.  All of the books in the New Testament, and most of the books in the Old Testament, are considered to be “occasional” books.  What does this mean?  In the Bible, occasional books were written on a specific occasion, fora specific reason, to achieve a specific goal.  Let’s look at a few New Testament examples.

 	John 1: 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning.

John 20:29 Then Jesus told him, Told who?  What’s going 

on? ______________________________ “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
	30 Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

[bookmark: _Hlk68947279]The occasion? _________________________________________

The reason? __________________________________________

The goal? ____________________________________________

Luke 1: 1 Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled among us, 2 just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word. 3 With this in mind, since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, I too decided to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4 so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught.

Acts 1: 1 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2 until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God.

[bookmark: _Hlk68947852]The occasion? _________________________________________

The reason? __________________________________________

The goal? ____________________________________________

	Galatians 1: 6-9 I can’t believe how you waver—how easily you have turned traitor to him who called you by the grace of Christ by embracing an alternative message! It is not a minor variation, you know; it is completely other, an alien message, a no-message, a lie about God. Those who are provoking this agitation among you are turning the Message of Christ on its head. Let me be blunt: If one of us—even if an angel from heaven!—were to preach something other than what we preached originally, let him be cursed. (The Message)

The occasion? _________________________________________

The reason? __________________________________________

The goal? ____________________________________________

1 Corinthians 1:10 I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one another in what you say and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly united in mind and thought. 11 My brothers and sisters, some from Chloe’s household have informed me that there are quarrels among you

The occasion? _________________________________________

The reason? __________________________________________

The goal? ____________________________________________

1 The revelation from Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, 2 who testifies to everything he saw—that is, the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. 

9 I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 10 On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet, 11 which said: “Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.”

The occasion? _________________________________________

The reason? __________________________________________

The goal? ____________________________________________


Today’s Life Lessons

If the Bible didn’t say it then, it doesn’t say it now.

Respecting the Bible includes
respect for its occasions, reasons and goals.

If the Bible appears to contradict itself,
the problem is with the reader - not the writer.
