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BAPTISM 

BIBLE TEACHER: CLIFTON JONES 

 

Throughout the “Church Age” there have been different opinions concerning “Baptism” 

Some of the questions that they wanted to answer included: Who is to be baptized?  

Should infants be baptized? Is baptism only for adults?  

When is a person to be baptized? Is baptism essential to salvation? 

From these and other questions we realize that baptism is an important subject to be studied 

It is important to learn what the Bible says about “Baptism” 

It is important to learn how the word “Baptism” is used in the New Testament 

The Bible must be our source of understanding and not Church tradition 

 

BAPTISM IS A NEW TESTAMENT ORDINANCE 

A NT ordinance is a rite prescribed by Christ to be performed by His Church 

Baptist, believe that there are two ordinances of the NT Church, baptism and the Lord’s Supper 

They are both based upon the completed work of redemption through Jesus Christ 

They both symbolize the truth of the death and resurrection of Christ 

Jesus instructed His followers in what is known as the “Great Commission,” Mat 28:18 And Jesus came 

and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Mat 28:19  

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 

the Holy Ghost: Mat 28:20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, 

lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.  

Baptism identifies the believer with the ministry of the Trinity in their life 

The Trinity is “God The Father,” God The Son, and God The Holy Spirit 

 

THE MEANING OF THE WORD “BAPTIZE” 

“To Baptize” literally means “to immerse,” “to put or go under water” 

Baptism refers to an immersion in water for a religious purpose 

“To be identified with” is a good way to understand the meaning of baptism 

To be baptized “into” or “unto” something or someone has the meaning of “identification”  

The one being baptized is identifying with that which is named 

To be baptized “into the name of someone” identifies with what the name stated stands for 

To be baptized “into anything” identifies “believing in” that which is named 

So, Baptism is a profession of belief and trust in someone and what they have done 

Baptism is a commitment to observe and be obedient to that which is named 

“Believers Baptism” is a good term to explain the meaning of New Testament “Baptism”  

“Believers Baptism” identifies with repentance and remission of sins and receiving Christ 

“Baptism into Christ” identifies with the Person and Work of Christ for our salvation 

Baptism identifies the saved with the death, burial, resurrection, and life of Jesus Christ              

Baptism identifies that the believer has received the salvation provided through Christ 

It is important to recognize that there is no parallel to “Believers Baptism” found in the OT 

NT baptism is not describing or identifying with the ritual washings practiced by the Jews 

“Baptism” in the NT always identifies with a spiritual relationship between God and the believer 

It identifies with the work of God in the life of the believer through Christ and the Holy Spirit 

New Testament Baptism was first instituted by “John the Baptist” 

JOHN THE BAPTIST (Mt 3:1-12; Mk 1:1-8; Lk 3:1-9, 15-17; Jn 1:19-28) 

All four Gospel accounts present the ministry of the Divine Herald known as “John the Baptist” 
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John is the one who was sent to prepare the way for Jesus and his earthly ministry 

His name was John, and he was sent by God to present Jesus as the “Messiah,” the “Savior” 

John was surnamed “The Baptist” which literally meant “the one who baptizes” 

He is the first person we find baptizing in the NT, Mat 3:1 In those days came John the Baptist, 

preaching in the wilderness of Judaea,  

It is important to understand the message he preached, Mat 3:2 And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of 

heaven is at hand.  

To “Repent” means to change the mind, to change your mind about God and His Kingdom 

John baptized those who believed and received his message, Mat 3:5 Then went out to him Jerusalem, 

and all Judaea, and all the region round about Jordan, Mat 3:6 And were baptized of him in Jordan, 

confessing their sins.  

Baptism identified them with the message that John was preaching, Mat 3:11 I indeed baptize you with 

water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to 

bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire:  

Usually today people relate the word “baptize” to water baptism only 

But there are other uses of the word “baptism” in Scripture which identify with our spiritual life 

We must understand the context of each passage where the word “baptize,” or “baptism” is found 

The “Baptism with the Spirit” identifies our relationship with Christ and with other believers, 

1Co 12:13 For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether 

we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.  

All who are saved are baptized with the Spirit at the moment of salvation 

The “Baptism with fire” identifies with the future judgment of God at the Return of Christ 

Those who are saved will not face the baptism with fire 

John spoke of the wrath of God that will come one day, Mat 3:7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees 

and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to 

flee from the wrath to come?  

Because we are now in the Kingdom of God, we are delivered from the wrath to come 

From John’s baptizing ministry we can find many truths related to “Believers Baptism” 

He baptized believers in the waters of the Jordan River, there was enough water to immerse them 

Notice also that John’s baptism was a “baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins” 

“Repentance” means “to think differently,” repentance is a change of mind 

Believers are baptized because they now think different about God and their life 

Believers are baptized because they have now turned to God and turned from sin 

Baptism identifies the believer with their New Life in Christ, they have been “Born Again” 

Which Jesus told Nicodemus was a “must,” Joh 3:3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I 

say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.  

John warned the believers to give evidence of a changed life, Mat 3:8 Bring forth therefore fruits meet for 

repentance: (Baptism is a witness, a personal testimony of repentance) 

Baptism identifies the believer as now positioned in the “Kingdom of God,” Mat 3:2 And saying, Repent 

ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.  

Baptism is a personal testimony of faith in the promises of the Messiah, Mat 3:3 For this is he that was 

spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of 

the Lord, make his paths straight.  

Baptism is a public commitment to live according to God’s standard of righteousness 

So, John baptized those who confessed their sins, repented of their sins, and turned to God 

He baptized them because they desired to live in obedience to God  

All of the above thoughts are summed up for us in, 1Th 1:9 For they themselves shew of us what manner 
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of entering in we had unto you, and how ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God; 

1Th 1:10 And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which 

delivered us from the wrath to come.  

Baptism is a personal testimony of the New Life we now have “In Christ” 

 

A LOOK AT THE BAPTISM OF JESUS (Mt 3:13-17; Mk 1:9-11; Lk 3:21-22) 

The baptism of Jesus by John was unique in its significance and purpose 

It was not like that which John administered to others 

There was no confession of sin or repentance required before Jesus’ baptism 

Jesus had no sin to repent of, Paul said that Jesus “knew no sin,” 2Co 5:21 For he hath made him to be 

sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.  

Jesus insisted that he be baptized by John, Mat 3:13 Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, 

to be baptized of him. 

John was hesitant to baptize Jesus, Mat 3:14 But John forbad him, saying, I have need to be baptized of 

thee, and comest thou to me? 

Jesus explained why He had come to be baptized, Mat 3:15 And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it 

to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffered him.  

The baptism of Jesus identified with Who He Was and Why He came to the earth 

He came “to fulfill all righteousness,” so that we might be made righteous through faith in Jesus,  

Php 3:9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is 

through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith:  

In-order to provide righteousness for us He must take upon Himself the sins of the world 

He took the sins of the world to the cross and sacrificed Himself for us, 1Pe 3:18 For Christ also hath 

once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the 

flesh, but quickened by the Spirit:  

He also arose from the grave to “fulfill all righteousness,” Act 17:30 And the times of this 

ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent: Act 17:31  Because he 

hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath 

ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead.  

Evidence that Jesus is “that man” who will fulfill all righteousness is found in the resurrection 

The evidence that Jesus is “that man” is also found in the account of Jesus’ Baptism, Mat 3:16   

And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened 

unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him: Mat 3:17 And lo a 

voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.  

The Baptism of Jesus marked the beginning of His earthly ministry 

The descent of the Holy Spirit upon Jesus confirmed that He was “that man” 

“That man” equipped by God to fulfill His ministry for man and to fulfill all righteousness 

His earthly ministry would fulfill God’s redemptive plan to bring salvation to sinful man,   

Act 10:37 That word, I say, ye know, which was published throughout all Judaea, and began from 

Galilee, after the baptism which John preached; Act 10:38 How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 

Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the 

devil; for God was with him.  

John gave testimony of the Person and Work of Jesus, Joh 1:29 The next day John seeth Jesus  

coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.  

 

SO, WHO IS TO BE BAPTIZED? 

Those who Believe “in Christ” are to be Baptized 
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Baptism is only for those who “are already saved,” it is not the means unto salvation 

A person is not baptized in order to “be saved,” they are to be baptized because they “are saved” 

Baptism is a personal testimony of a personal salvation 

Baptism is the evidence of being a “follower of Jesus Christ” 

Baptism is a statement of faith, a witness that the believer has received Christ into their life 

Baptism is a witness of the desire to now live a daily life for Christ  

The “Angel of the Lord” sent Philip to speak to an Ethiopian eunuch, Act 8:35 Then Philip opened his 

mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus. 

The message that must be preached and believed is “Jesus,” which is known as the “Gospel,” 

1Co 15:1 Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye 

have received, and wherein ye stand; 1Co 15:2 By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I 

preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. 1Co 15:3 For I delivered unto you first of all that 

which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; 1Co 15:4 And that he 

was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:  

Philip taught the Ethiopian the truth of the Person and Work of Jesus Christ 

Philip not only told him how to be saved, he explained what he was to do because he was saved 

Philip had instructed him concerning baptism, Act 8:36 And as they went on their way, they came unto a 

certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized?  

Remember that “to baptize” literally means “to immerse,” “to put or go under water” 

They came to a water hole that had enough water in it to immerse the Ethiopian 

There was excitement in his voice when he said, “Look, here is water” 

He is the one who noticed the water and ask the question concerning baptism 

Why can’t I be baptized? What would keep me from being baptized? 

The answer is simple, nothing if you believe in Jesus, Act 8:37 And Philip said, If thou believest with all 

thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. 

The one to be baptized is the person who has accepted Jesus Christ as their Savior  

Baptism identifies with what Jesus has already done in our life, Act 8:38 And he commanded the  

chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he  

baptized him. (He was baptized because he was already saved)  

 

WATER BAPTISM IS A PICTURE OF WHAT HAS TAKEN PLACE IN A BELIEVER 

Water baptism is a personal testimony to the truth of the Spirit’s baptism 

We are baptized of the Spirit at the time of our salvation 

All believers experience “Spiritual Baptism” at the time of their salvation, Eph 4:4 There is one  

body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; Eph 4:5 One Lord, one  

faith, one baptism,  

Within the context of this passage, “one baptism” must refer to the Spirit’s baptism 

Water baptism is an outward sign of the inner work of the Spirit’s Baptism 

The Spirit’s Baptism identifies the believer’s position “in Christ,” Gal 3:26 For ye are all the children of 

God by faith in Christ Jesus. Gal 3:27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on 

Christ. Col 2:12 Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the 

operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.  

Jesus died on the cross and was buried in the tomb, but He arose from the grave to live 

Christians are spiritually identified with the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ 

Paul says that we are identified with Christ through “baptism” 

The verse literally reads “having been buried with Him in baptism” 

“Spiritual Baptism” unites believers into the finished work of Christ for salvation 
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“Water Baptism” is a testimony to the saving work of Christ in our life 

Being put under the water testifies to the burial of the old life of sin 

Being raised out of the water testifies to the resurrection of a new life in Christ 

Walking from the baptismal waters testifies to a new walk with Christ daily 

Paul explains, Rom 6:1 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may  

abound? Rom 6:2 God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?  

Rom 6:3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into  

his death? Rom 6:4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ  

was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness  

of life. Rom 6:5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also  

in the likeness of his resurrection: Rom 6:6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him,  

that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. Rom 6:7 For he  

that is dead is freed from sin. Rom 6:8 Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall  

also live with him: Rom 6:9 Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death  

hath no more dominion over him. Rom 6:10 For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that  

he liveth, he liveth unto God. Rom 6:11 Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed  

unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. Rom 6:12 Let not sin therefore reign  

in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof.  

The testimony of water baptism is that Jesus died for our sins 

Those who are saved are delivered from the power and penalty of sin 

Baptism testifies to the resurrection of a new life in Christ 

Water baptism is a personal testimony of a personal salvation 

Those being baptized are saying to others, “Christ has given me a new life” 

I no longer want to live in sin, I have been delivered from the power of sin 

I am going to live the rest of my life for Christ 

 

 

FOR FURTHER STUDY GO TO 

 

https://prairiegrovebaptist.com 

 

and click on “THE CHRISTIAN LIFE”  
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