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This Sunday is Pentecost Sunday. It is the day that commemorates the descent of
the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles and other followers of Jesus who were together in
Jerusalem – tongues of fire and speaking other languages. Can you imagine what
that must have been like? Onlookers thought that maybe the excitement and
craziness was a few folks having a tad bit too much wine. No, this was all the power
of the Holy Spirit. The same Holy Spirit who surrounds us, protects us, comforts us and
empowers us to live Christ-like lives. 

The Holy Spirit is in our presence! You can feel it. You can see it by all that we
accomplished during a pandemic. We would have failed without his guidance and
encouragement directing us. The Holy Spirit is here and is just getting started. The
Board of Trustees is thankful for the 16% of you who took the time to complete our
survey. Your input is extremely helpful to us as we plan for the next few years.

Based on the responses, here is a brief summary. The events and practices that
have been “big hits” and will continue are the Speaker Series, our weekly Chapel
Happenings, Pastor Carr’s “Walk Through” series, Bible studies, special music during
our worship services and live-streaming our services. We are also working to bring
back Fun Friday and TreeTop Artists. Other events that were popular in the survey
were block parties, progressive dinners, picnics and more art activities. Under
ministries, many of you are interested in additional small group Bible
studies. Another idea was to find a way to connect MS residents to local charities
with volunteer opportunities. Keeping our building and grounds maintained and
enhanced with plantings was the common response in the survey.

Next steps. The Board used our May meeting to start working on our 2021-2022 plan
and intends to complete it during our June meeting. With Covid 19 cases down and
vaccine rates up, we are planning like our lives will be back to “normal” starting in
September. Fellowship hour after services, Friendship Sunday, a Harvest Festival and
a Spring picnic are a few events we have scheduled. What better way to say,
“thank you, God” then to share your time and talents? We need volunteers! If we all
helped with just one event, we would be covered. Keep in mind, this request is
intended for every recipient of this eblast. Whether you attend a service/mass
every week or hardly/never attend. That does not matter. We welcome everyonewelcome everyone
to build communitybuild community so we can serve othersserve others. That is what our (Mariner Sands
Community) Chapel is all about. Say a prayer. Ask the Holy Spirit for direction. I
know He will get you “fired up!”

Just a reminder that our last Sunday service is on May 30 last Sunday service is on May 30thth. We are planning for
summer services on June 20th, July 18th, August 15th and resuming our weekly
Sunday worship on September 19th.

In closing, wherever you may be spending the next few months, be happy, stay
safe and keep God in your heart!

In His unfailing love,
Sandy

Irish BlessingIrish Blessing
May the road rise to meet you,

May the wind be always at your back,
May the sun shine warm upon your face.

May the rain fall soft upon your fields,
And until we meet again, may He hold you in His hand.

May God hold you in the palm of His hand.


