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Talking about the Second Article 
of The Apostles’ Creed *


I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; the third day 
He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and is seated 
at the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from whence He shall 
come to judge the living and the dead.


What does this mean?

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also 
true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and 
condemned creature, bought and freed me from all sins, from death and from the 
power of the devil - not with silver and gold, but with His holy and precious blood, 
and with His innocent sufferings and death - in order that I might be His own, live 
under Him in His Kingdom, and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, 
and blessedness; even as He is risen from the dead, and lives and reigns to all 
eternity. This is most certainly true. 


183  Why has Christ redeemed you?


Christ has redeemed me in order that I might belong to Him, be a citizen of 
His Kingdom, and serve Him perfectly and happily without guilt, forever.

2 Corinthians 5:15    and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake 
died and was raised. 

Luke 1:69, 74, 75  and [the Lord] has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David, … that we, being 
delivered from the hand of our enemies, might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 


184  How did Christ become Savior and Redeemer of the world?
Christ became Savior and Redeemer of the world by humbling Himself and by becoming obedient to 
death, even death on a cross (Philippians 2:8).


185  What are the five stages in the humiliation of Christ?
Five stages in the humiliation of Christ are: 1) His birth in poverty; 2) His suffering 
under Pontius Pilate; 3) His crucifixion; 4) His death; and 5) His burial.


186  Why did Christ begin His earthly life with a birth in poverty?
Christ began His earthly life with birth in poverty in order to identify fully with our 
human condition, to sanctify our entire life, and to make us rich.

2 Corinthians 8:9  For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, 
yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich.


		 	 	 Scriptures are noted in the English Standard Version	 

A Verse to 
Remember

N ow this is 

eternal life: 
that they may 
know you, the only 
true God, and 
Jesus Christ, whom 
you have sent.

	


John 17:3  ESV
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