Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Howell, New Jersey
The Reverend Kenneth Fosse, Pastor
SAINT JAMES THE ELDER, APOSTLE
25 July 2021

James is frequently pictured with a scallop shell. It recalls his life as a fisherman,
his call to fish for people, and the gift of our baptism into Christ.

P: In the Name of the Father, and the Son, + and the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.
(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination)
P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen
P: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake forgives you all
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of the Word I therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

OPENING HYMN
“PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING”
1 Praise and thanksgiving, Father, we offer For all things living, Created good:
Harvest of sown fields, Fruits of the orchard, Hay from the mown fields, Blossom and wood.
2 Bless, Lord, the labor We bring to serve You That with our neighbor We may be fed.
Sowing or tilling, We would work with You, Harvesting, milling For daily bread.
3 Father, providing Food for Your children, By Your wise guiding Teach us to share
One with another, So that, rejoicing With us, all others May know Your care.

The blessing of the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious grace freely bestowed in the
Son, and the power of the promised Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE
P: In peace let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of
all, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C: Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength and honor and blessing and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: Blessing and honor and
glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray........ O gracious God, Your servant and apostle James was the first among the Twelve
to suffer martyrdom for the name of Jesus Christ. Pour out upon the leaders of Your Church that
spirit of self-denying service that they may forsake all false and passing allurements and follow
Christ alone, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

ACTS 11:27-12:5
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

Now in these days prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. And one of them
named Agabus stood up and foretold by the Spirit that there would be a great famine over all the
world (this took place in the days of Claudius). So the disciples determined, everyone according
to his ability, to send relief to the brothers living in Judea. And they did so, sending it to the
elders by the hand of Barnabas and Saul.
About that time Herod the king laid violent hands on some who belonged to the
church. He killed James the brother of John with the sword, and when he saw that it pleased the
Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also. This was during the days of Unleavened Bread. And
when he had seized him, he put him in prison, delivering him over to four squads of soldiers to
guard him, intending after the Passover to bring him out to the people. So Peter was kept in
prison, but earnest prayer for him was made to God by the church.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 56

ANTIPHON V.4

In God, whose word I praise,
in God I trust; I shall not be afraid.
What can flesh do to me?
Be gracious to me, O God, for man tramples on me;
all day long an attacker oppresses me;
my enemies trample on me all day long,
for many attack me proudly.
When I am afraid,
I put my trust in you.
In God, whose word I praise,
in God I trust; I shall not be afraid.
What can flesh do to me?
All day long they injure my cause;
all their thoughts are against me for evil.
They stir up strife, they lurk;
they watch my steps,
as they have waited for my life.
For their crime will they escape?
In wrath cast down the peoples, O God!
You have kept count of my tossings;
put my tears in your bottle.
Are they not in your book?
Then my enemies will turn back
in the day when I call.
This I know, that God is for me.
In God, whose word I praise,
in the LORD, whose word I praise,
in God I trust; I shall not be afraid.
What can man do to me?
I must perform my vows to you, O God;
I will render thank offerings to you.

For you have delivered my soul from death,
yes, my feet from falling,
that I may walk before God
in the light of life.
In God, whose word I praise,
in God I trust; I shall not be afraid.
What can flesh do to me?

ROMANS 8:28-39
A reading from the Letter of St. Paul to the Romans
We know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who
are called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many
brothers. And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also
justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.
What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who
did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously
give us all things? Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who
is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the
right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. Who shall separate us from the love of
Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or
sword? As it is written,
“For your sake we are being killed all the day long;
we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am sure that
neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor
powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL VERSE
Alleluia. Even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a
ransom for many. Alleluia.

MARK 10:35-45
The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, the 10th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to [Jesus] and said to him, “Teacher,
we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” And he said to them, “What do you want me
to do for you?” And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left,
in your glory.” Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink
the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?” And they said
to him, “We are able.” And Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink, and with the
baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized, but to sit at my right hand or at my left is

not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.” And when the ten heard it,
they began to be indignant at James and John. And Jesus called them to him and said to them,
“You know that those who are considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great
ones exercise authority over them. But it shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great
among you must be your servant, and whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. For
even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for
many.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
SERMON HYMN
“LORD, TAKE MY HAND AND LEAD ME”
Lord, take my hand and lead me upon life's way;
direct, protect, and feed me from day to day.
Without your grace and favor I go astray;
so take my hand, O Savior, and lead the way.
Lord, when the tempest rages, I need not fear;
For you, the Rock of Ages, are always near.
Close by your side abiding, I fear no foe,
for when your hand is guiding, in peace I go.
Lord, when the shadows lengthen and night has come,
I know that you will strengthen my steps toward home,
then nothing can impede me, O blessed Friend!
So, take my hand and lead me unto the end.

NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things
visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for
us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy
Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day he rose again according
to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And he will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose
kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who
spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,* I
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of
the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen
*The ancient text: the holy catholic and apostolic Church

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Let us pray to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ on behalf of the Church, the world, and one
another.
A brief silence
Dear Father, we thank you for Jesus’ compassion and mercy. Thank you for the peace he gives
through the blood of his Cross. We adore and bless you for your overflowing loving-kindness to
sinners like us. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Most holy God, you have rooted and grounded the Church in the life-giving body of your dear
Son. Use it to feed, heal, teach, and draw many people to the foot of Jesus’ Cross. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.
Nourish the people of this congregation with the living Bread of heaven. Heal us with your
compassion and forgiveness. Give us boldness to proclaim your saving love to those around us
who need to hear it most. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Bless our young adults with strength of character, to resist the follies of the culture. Channel their
energy and idealism into deeds of mercy and words of wisdom. Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.
Give upright hearts to those entrusted with leadership in government. Teach them to love
wisdom, justice, and mercy. Grant that, through their proper use of authority, all people receive
the blessings of food, health, and peace. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Bestow your Holy Spirit upon all who cry out to you, especially: {List}. Graciously heal, restore,
and strengthen them. Bless everyone who assists them in their time of need. Increase their trust in
you, their Strength and their Redeemer. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Keep in your tender care, dear Father, all who have died trusting in your promises. Heal our grief,
strengthen our faith, and forgive our sins of doubt, despair, or bitterness. Nourish us with the
Bread of Life and refresh us with your Holy Spirit. And lead us into your heavenly Kingdom,
where with all the redeemed, we shall rejoice in your goodness forever. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.
Hear and graciously answer our prayers, dear Lord, as it is best for us and most glorifies your
holy name. Amen.
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
C: Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. Gather a
harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with the bread of life. Gather the
hopes and the dreams of all; unite them with the prayers we offer now. Grace our table with
Your presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You,
holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day
overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we
laud and magnify Your glorious name, ever more praising You and saying:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might: Heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in
the highest.
P: Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ,
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to
reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and
offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take,
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of
me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, with praise and thanksgiving.
Recalling our Savior’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we pray that you would sanctify
these gifts by your Holy Spirit, to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last
day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever
C: Amen.
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

THE SACRAMENT IS DISTRIBUTED
P: Let us pray..... God of our pilgrimage, you have led us to the living water: refresh and sustain
us as we go forward on our journey, guide us in all we do until we come to rest in you, in the
name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

BLESSING
God, who has prepared for you a city with eternal foundations, bring you, with all the saints,
to the eternal and triumphant joy of that city; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.
C: Amen.
CLOSING HYMN

“ALL CREATURES OF OUR GOD AND KING”
All creatures of our God and King
Lift up your voice and with us sing
Oh, praise Him! Alleluia!
Thou burning sun with golden beam
Thou silver moon with softer gleam
Oh, praise Him! Oh, praise Him!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thou rushing wind that art so strong
Ye clouds that sail in heav’n along
Oh, praise Him! Alleluia!
Thou rising moon in praise rejoice
Ye lights of evening find a voice
Oh, praise Him! Oh, praise Him!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Let all things their Creator bless
And worship Him in humbleness
Oh, praise Him! Alleluia!
Praise, praise the Father praise the Son
And praise the Spirit three in one
Oh, praise Him! Oh, praise Him!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Join us for our Vacation Bible School Mini Event
August 3-August 5, 2021
More information can be found in the narthex or on our website.

THOSE WHO SERVE
Worship Leader: Rev. Kenneth Fosse
Sunday Service, July 25th at 8:00 a.m.
Elder: Brandon Chornobroff
Usher: Karen Pennington
Sunday Service, July 25th at 10:15 a.m.
Elder: Andrew Tess
Social Media Specialist: Madison Maresca
Organist: Melissa Marsicano
The 10:15am service will also be live streamed through our Facebook GROUP page,
which can be found on our Facebook PAGE
Wednesday Midweek Service, July 28th at 7:00 p.m.
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