Worship @ 10 am Sunday Mornings in-person at

Zion Reformed United Church of Christ
201 N Potomac Street
Hagerstown, MD 21740
www.ZicnReformed.church

or virtually at https://zionreformed.church/sermons
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Children’s Church @ 10:15am Sunday Mornings
(In-person and Virtual Options Available)

To participate virtually, join us at https://zoom.us/join or by calling
301.715.8592, and when prompted, enter Meeting ID: 865 7471 1577 and
Passcode: YouthSS. For more information: Contact Kim Ridenour at
miskim@myactv.net or the Church Office at 301.739.7244, or visit
https://zionreformed.church/children.

Zion Children’s B lletin
July 25, 2021 (Year B) * Ninth Sunday after Pentecost (Ages 3+)

Hearing God's Word:

Today in church we will be exploring the story of Jesus feeding
L1£~/’ 5,000 people in John 6:1-21. Other scriptures we will be
thinking about at church this week include 2 Samuel 11:1-15, Psalm 14,
and Ephesians 3:14-21.

Jesus Feeds 5,000 People

(Mark 6:1-15, International Children’s Bible®, ©2015 by Tommy Nelson Inc)

After this, Jesus went across Lake Galilee (or,
Lake Tiberias). Many people followed him
because they saw the miracles he did to heal
the sick. Jesus went up on a hill and there sat
down with his followers. It was almost the time
for the Jewish Passover Feast. Jesus looked up
and saw a large crowd coming toward him. He said to Philip, “Where can
we buy bread for all these people to eat?” (Jesus asked Philip this
question to test him. Jesus already knew what he planned to do.) Philip
answered, “Someone would have to work almost a year to buy enough
bread for each person here to have only a little piece.” Another follower
there was Andrew. He was Simon Peter’s brother. Andrew said, "Here is a
boy with five loaves of barley bread and two little fish. But that is not
enough for so many people.” Jesus said, “Tell the people to sit

down.” This was a very grassy place. There were about 5,000 men who sat
down there. Then Jesus took the loaves of bread. He thanked God for the
bread and gave it to the people who were sitting there. He did the same
with the fish. He gave them as much as they wanted. They all had enough
to eat. When they had finished, Jesus said to his followers,

“Gather the pieces of fish and bread that were not eaten. Don't waste
anything.” So they gathered up the pieces that were left. They filled 12
large baskets with the pieces that were left of the five barley loaves. The
people saw this miracle that Jesus did. They said, “He must truly be the
Prophetwho is coming into the world.” Jesus knew that the people
planned to come and take him by force and make him their king. So he
left and went into the hills alone.
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Family Discussion:

A Question for Adults to ask Children:
How many people were fed in the story?
Who provided the food?

Even though we call this the story of ‘feeding the 5000’ we don't actually
know how many people were fed. The Bible tells us that the total number
counted did not include the women and children! The bread and fish that
were shared between the many people came from a boy who was there.
The little boy gave the food that he had to Jesus and then a miracle
happened — the food was shared and shared till everybody had as much
as they wanted AND there was still some left over!

A Question for Children to ask Adults:
What do we have as a family that we can share with others?

The little boy in the story brought what he had and
gave it to Jesus to use — we all have things that God
can use and multiply to bless others. This could be
physical things like food, clothes or resources, it

could be talents or skills that are in us which we can
share with others, or it could be spiritual gifts that can be used to bless
those around us.

A Prayer to Say Together:

Dear God,

Thank you for the story of the feeding of the 5000 and the little boy who
shared what he had with those around him. Help us to recognize all the
things you have given us and to be willing to share them with those
around us. We pray for all those in the world who are struggling and do
not have enough to eat. We pray as well for all those working at food
banks and community fridges to help. Amen.
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Jesus Feeds 5,000!

Image from Thru-the-Bible Coloring Pages for ages 4-8. ©Standard Publishing, used by
permission. Reproducible coloring books may be purchased as www.standardpub.com.
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Family Activities:
Here are some activities you can do together as a family and discussion
ideas to explore God's Word together.

Family Activity 1:
You will need: Paper, Pens, and Craft materials

What is it that makes your family unique and special? What
are the gifts and talents that God has given you to share
with others? Why not design a family crest together? You

, could include things that you like to do as a family together
or divide it into sections that reflect each member of your family and the
things that make them unique.

Family Activity 2:

How amazing that God can meet with us
wherever we are and whatever we are doing.
Why not plan a family picnic to have together
— either in a local park or in your own garden?

Think about what it must have been like for all those who were present
when Jesus performed his miracle. As you set up think about what the
people in the story felt like when they were sat down in groups on the
ground? What were they expecting to happen? As you share the food
together, think about what it would have been like to see the tiny
amount of food spread further and further. Imagine how the little boy
felt watching his picnic lunch grow and grow! As you tidy up after your
picnic think about what the disciples would have felt like as they
collected up the spare food at the end of the story.

Family Activity 3:

Draw or trace a fish outline on a piece of paper, then glue

some yarn around the edge of the fish and some sequins

on the fish as decoration. Write today's Bible verse on the

fish. Hang by a ribbon or add a magnet to attach fish to
the refrigerator.
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July 25, 2021 « John 6:1-21

A large crowd gathered to hear Jesus.
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Jesus Feeds the People

Image from azcoloring.com via coloringhome.com . Used with Permission.



Verse of the Day A boy had food to share,
but not enough for everyone.

Count how many:

Fish 2 or 3 ? Loaves 4 or 5 ?@

Image ©2021 by Together @ Home, www.tath.co.uk/sunday-packs. Used with Permission. 38
Scrinture from New Centurv Version. ©2005 hv Thomas Nelson Groun
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Jesus gave thanks to God, The people were amazed.
and everyone had enough to eat.

the 1 picture that is different. Count how many baskets of leftovers. 10 or 127
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