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Talking about the Second Article of The Apostles’ Creed 
*

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; 
the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand 
of God the Father Almighty, from whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

What does this mean? 
I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is 
my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, bought and freed me from all sins, from death and 
from the power of the devil - not with silver and gold, but with His holy and precious blood, and with His innocent 
sufferings and death - in order that I might be His own, live under Him in His Kingdom, and serve Him in everlasting 
righteousness, innocence, and blessedness; even as He is risen from the dead, and lives and reigns to all eternity. This 
is most certainly true.  

202  What does the Bible teach about Jesus’ return?     

The Bible teaches that: 

1. Jesus will return visibly to earth. 
Acts 1:11  … “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the 
same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

2. Jesus will raise the dead. 
1 Thessalonians 4:16  For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the 
sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.

3. Jesus will judge the living and the dead according to His word 
Matthew 12:36-37   I tell you, on the day of judgment people will give account for every careless word they speak, 37 for by your words you will 
be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.” 

4. Jesus will create a new heaven and a new earth. 
2 Peter 3:10-13   But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will 
be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed. Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, 
what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of 
which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! But according to his promise we are 
waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 

5. Jesus will take His children to be with Him forever. 
John 14:1-4    “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me.  In my Father’s 
house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am 
you may be also. And you know the way to where I am going.”

6. Jesus will reign as king forever. 
Revelation 11:15c    The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his 
Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever.” 

Scriptures are noted in the English Standard Version  
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