What did we learn last week in Esther 1:19 which makes this doubly dangerous?

Do people today use power irresponsibly? Can you think of an example?

Mordecai:

Why do you think the royal officials in Esther 3:3 had to ask Mordecai why he disobeyed the king? Do you think Mordecai was open about his heritage?

What was Mordecai’s response to the news of the Decree to destroy the Jews in Esther 4:1? Why didn’t he go beyond the King’s gate? What had happened previously that might have encouraged him to take the risk (Esther 2:21 – 23)?

Why does he threaten Esther in Esther 4:12 – 14?

What does this tell us about Mordecai?

Three different people: one powerful and full of hate, one powerful and irresponsible, one a Jew who is God’s instrument but flawed. Yet God’s plan proceeds. What hope does this bring as we look at our own world and our own situation?
Growth Group – Week starting 30 August 2021
Study 2: 
Esther – God who is not thwarted
Readings:
Esther 3
In our study today we are going to look at some of the people who make up the scene in our story. Last week we could see God at work behind the scene. Despite our flawed nature God is not thwarted in his plans. 

GETTING STARTED:
As you look at the world, who are some of the powerful people in our world? Are they responsible with their power? Do they use it for evil or good?
As you look at the world do you feel you can make a difference or do you feel defeated? Explain your answer.

Do you think good will triumph over evil? Why or why not?

THREE PEOPLE IN OUR STORY:
Read Esther 3:
Haman:
What is significant about Haman’s ancestry? 
(Look at least at 1Samuel 15. It may be worth using a concordance or a Bible Dictionary to look up King Agag and the Amalekites.)

What is the relationship between Haman and King Xerxes? How is this significant to the developing of our story? 

Why doesn’t Mordecai pay honor to Haman? How is this similar to other situations faced by other Jews? (E.g. in Daniel)

What is it about Haman that leads to Haman’s rage?

Why do you think Haman’s hatred was so great that he not only wanted to kill Mordecai but all the Jew’s?

List Haman’s arguments (v8 – 9) to persuade the king these people should be annihilated? (He never mentions them by name and the king never asks for identification) In his ready agreement, what did the king reveal about his own character?

What did the decree issued by Haman command to be done? What does the future of the Jewish people look like at the end of this chapter? 

What has God already done to deal with this crisis? What does this tell us about God?
What is the significance of the last sentence of this chapter? Commenting about the king and Haman? the city of Susa?
Are there people today who use their power for hatred? Discuss.

What is the danger of dehumanizing groups of people? Give some examples.
King Xerxes:
He is a king of absolute power but what flaws in his character do we learn in Esther 1 – 3? For example Esther 1:7 – 9. What does this tell us about the king? How might have this contributed to the fall of Queen Vasti?
What does Esther 1:16 – 21 tell us about the king? Who really holds the power in Susa?

In Esther 3:10 the King gives his signet ring to Haman. Why is this so irresponsible?

