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Kings of Israel

Lesson 1

Read 1 Samuel 18:1-9

1. 
Who was Jonathan?  Using 1 Samuel 14,  how would you describe him.

2.
What do David and Jonathan have in common?

3.
What had David done to make Saul angry with him?  What word from verse 9 indicates Saul's attitude toward David?

4.
How do people in our day respond to the success of others?  What should a Christian's response be?

5.
Do you respond more like Saul or Jonathan when those around you experience success?  Give examples of times when you responded like either one.

Read 1 Samuel 18:10-30

6.
What was the purpose of David's harp playing (see 1 Samuel 16:23)?  What did Saul try to do to David?

7.
From verse 12, what had Saul’s “jealousy” turned into?  Why had this happened?

8.
What were Saul’s hidden intentions behind wanting David to marry his daughter Merab?

9.
What was David’s reason for initially not wanting to marry Saul’s daughters?  How would you describe David?

10.
From verse 29, what had Saul’s “fear” done to his relationship with David? 

Read 1 Samuel 19
11.
How does Jonathan convince Saul that he should not kill David?  What oath does Saul make that he attempts to break in verse 10?

12.
How does Michal assist David in escaping her father?

13.
What had Saul’s jealousy cost him?

14.
Read 1 Corinthians 3:1-3.  How does Paul address those who are jealous and/or quarrel with brothers in the church?  How does this affect the entire church?  

Memory verse:  “Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires.  Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.  Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other.”

Galatians 5:24-26

Kings of Israel

Lesson 2

Read 1 Samuel 20:1-3

1. 
What did David say that surprised Jonathan?  

2.
Why didn’t Jonathan believe David?  What was David’s reply?

3.
Find a verse in Chapter 20 that indicates David was correct in his accusation. 

Read 1 Samuel 20:5-34
4.
Summarize David and Jonathan’s plan for finding out if Saul is trying to kill David.  Why do you think this simple plan worked so well?

5.
Give at least 2 verses from this chapter that indicate David’s servant attitude toward Saul and Jonathan.  What do we learn from this?

6.
From verse 31, what reason does Saul give for wanting to kill David?  From the next few verses, does Saul or Jonathan have the biggest problem with this?

7.
What grieved Jonathan in verse 34?

Read 1 Samuel 20:35-42
8.
Imagine Jonathan’s emotions as he is going out to meet with David.  What had Saul’s obsessive anger cost him and his family?

9.
Find any verse in the New Testament where Christ displays anger.  How is Saul’s anger in the last couple of chapters different then the anger Christ displayed?

10.
From Ephesians 4:26-27, why is it so important that we deal with our anger?  

11.
What does Ephesians 4:29-32 teach us about how we should deal with our anger?  

12.
List at least one thing that makes you angry.  What will you do with this anger as a result of studying this week’s passage?

Memory verse:  “Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice.  Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.”














Ephesians 4:31-32

Kings of Israel

Lesson 3

Read 1 Samuel 21:1-9

1. 
What did David request from Ahimelech?  

2.
In what ways did David lie to him?  Why do you think he did this?

3.
How does Ahimelech provide for David?  Was it right for him to do this?  See Lev. 24:5-9 and Matt. 12:1-8.

4.
What else did David receive from the priest?  What thoughts do you think David may have had as he received it?

5.
Reflect on the perfect timing of this gift for David.  What do we learn about God from this?

Read 1 Samuel 21:10-15
6.
Where does David go next?  Whose “hometown” was this? (See 1 Sam 17:4).  

7.
What did David do to protect himself there?

Read 1 Samuel 22:1-22
8.
Who comes out to David at the cave of Adullam?

9.
Of what does Saul accuse his men?  

10.
What does Doeg the Edomite reveal to Saul at Gibeah?  Use Psalm 52 to describe how David viewed Doeg.

11.
Of what does Saul accuse Ahimelech?  Summarize Ahimelech’s response.

12.
What was the outcome of David’s lie to the  priest?  

13.
Who completes this task for Saul?  Contrast the spiritual attitudes of Saul with that of his own officials.

14. Who does David blame for the death of the priests?  
Read 1 Samuel 22:23
15.
What is ironic about David’s response to Abiathar?  How can we apply this response to our everyday living?

Memory verse:  “The Lord is with me; I will not be afraid.  What can man do to me?  The Lord is with me; he is my helper.  I will look in triumph on my enemies.”

Psalm 118:6-7

Kings of Israel

Lesson 4

Read 1 Samuel 23:1-6

1. 
What news was David given in verse 1?  Why do you think he was hesitant about making his decision to fight against the Philistines?  

2.
What response of David’s men caused David to ask God a second time?  How was God’s answer different this time? 

3.
What was the outcome of David’s obedience?

4.
Do you pray for guidance before you make decisions?

Read I Samuel 23:7-14

5.
Considering what David and his men just got through doing, what do you find ironic in verses 7 and 8?

6.
What do we again find David doing when he hears the news of Saul’s impending attack?

7.
How would you describe God’s answers to David’s questions?

8.
Does God speak as clearly to His people today?  See James 1:5-7.  When have you inquired of God and trusted him in this way?

Read 1 Samuel 23:15-18 (note: this is the last meeting between Jonathan and David)
9.
What does Jonathan do for David in this passage?

10.
Is this the way we typically try to help our friends today?  

Read I Samuel 23:19-29 with Psalm 54.
11.
What offer did the Ziphites make to Saul?  What was their motivation for doing this?

12.
How close did Saul come to capturing David?  How does Psalm 54 describe David’s attitude during this time?

13.
What does the name of the mountain “Sela-Hammahlekoth” mean?

14.
Use a concordance and look up verses that speak of God as the “rock”.  Be prepared to share how one of these is meaningful to you.

Memory verse:  “The Lord is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge.  He is my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.  I call to the Lord, who is worthy of praise, and I am saved from my enemies.”                        Psalm 18:2-3

Kings of Israel

Lesson 5

Read 1 Samuel 24:1-7

1. 
Who encourages David to take Saul’s life?  How did they present this suggestion to David?

2.
What does David do instead? What does he still experience even though he did not follow through on this opportunity to kill his enemy?

3.
What reasons does David give for not doing as his men suggested?  How do you think he knew that Saul wasn’t delivered into his hands to kill him?

4.
What applications can we draw out from this section for our own life?

Read 1 Samuel 24:8-22
5.
From verse 12, what specific action did David leave in the Lord’s hands?

6.
Read Romans 12:19-20.  What does this passage say about taking revenge against others? What does it tell us about how we are to treat our enemies?  

7.
What do you think the result would be if we treated our enemies this way instead of seeking revenge?

8.
Describe Saul’s response to David.  Do you think David believed him?  Why or why not?

Read 1 Samuel 25
9.
Remembering what we’ve learned about Samuel last year, what did the people lose through his death?

10.
Describe Nabal and Abigail.

11.
What had David done for Nabal?  What was his request of Nabal?

12. Compare the following individuals to the standard given in Romans 12:19-20.  Describe the outcome of each of their reactions.



Nabal:



David:



Abigail:

13.
Is there any “revenge” currently poisoning your life?  Based on what you have learned in this lesson, how will you deal with this temptation for revenge?
Memory Verse:  “Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written;  “it is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord.  On the contrary:  “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.  In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.”

              



Romans 12:19-20

Kings of Israel

Lesson 6

Read 1 Samuel 26:1-12

1. 
Give several reasons why Saul probably felt secure while he slept.

2.
What bold decision does David make?  Who volunteers to go with him?  What exactly is he volunteering for?

3.
What do we learn about Abishai’s future responsibilities from 2 Samuel 10:10 and 18:2?

4.
What does Abishai offer to do when they find Saul in the camp?  How does he justify his intended action?

5.  What confidence in the Lord does David express in the face of this repeated temptation?

6.
Does God ever call us to do one thing that contradicts another one of His commands?  What do we learn from 1 Corinthians 10:13 about the temptations we face?

7.
What does David decide to do instead of allowing Abishai to kill Saul?

8.
What verse illustrates God’s provision for David and Abishai during the time they spent in Saul’s camp?  

Read 1 Samuel 26:12-25 with Romans 3:19-24.  (note: this is the last meeting between Saul and David)
9.
What 2 reasons does David suggest for Saul’s pursuit of him?  What solution does he offer for each?

10.
According to David in verse 23, what 2 things does the Lord reward?  How does the remainder of verse 23 and verse 24 illustrate David’s example of these?

11.
How does David’s “act of righteousness” differ from the righteousness spoken of in Romans 3:22?  

12
How is this righteousness obtained?  According to Romans 8:1, what is the reward for this kind of righteousness?

Read 1 Samuel 27 through 28:2
13.
Where did David seek refuge from any further threat of Saul? Summarize what occurs there.

Memory Verse:  “This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.  There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.












Romans 3:22-23

Kings of Israel

Lesson 7

Read 1 Samuel 28:1-10

1. 
What sinful practice does Saul ban from Israel?

2.
What does Saul experience that makes him seek the Lord?  What response does he receive?

3.
What does Saul resort to in trying to gain divine guidance?  What predicament does this put him in?

4.
In what two ways did Saul try to hide his visit to the medium?  Why do you think he was so secretive?

5.
How does Saul prove his own ignorance by the promise he made in verse 10? (see also Dt 18:9-14 and Galatians 5:19-21)

6.
How does 1 Chronicles 10:13-14 emphasize the evil of Saul’s actions in this chapter?

7.
How do we “play” with darkness today?

Read 1 Samuel 28:11-25
8.
Why does Saul ask the medium to bring up Samuel?

9.
Million dollar bonus question!  Find the scripture reference for the prophecy Samuel speaks about in verse 17.

10.
Based on what you know about Saul’s life, how well do you think he listened to Samuel before Samuel died?  

11.
What consequences does Saul admit to experiencing in his relationship with the Lord?

12.
What news does Samuel give to Saul?  What was Saul’s reaction?

13.
What phrase from Galatians 5:19-21 spells out just who will not “inherit the kingdom of God”?  What does this phrase mean? (See Ps. 66:18 and 1 John 1:8-10 for help.)

Memory Verse:  “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”






               1 John 1:8-9

Kings of Israel

Lesson 8

Read 1 Samuel 29
1. 
With whom are David and his men going into battle?  What is David’s predicament?

2.
What is the concern of the Philistine commanders?  How would the phrase used in verse 5 have a different meaning to the Philistines than to the Israelites?

3.
Give phrases used by Achish to describe David in this chapter.  

4.
What do you think David would have done if he were allowed to stay with the Philistine army? Give reasons for your answer.

Read 1 Samuel 30  

5.
What does David find when he returns to Ziklag?  What verses describe the emotional state of David and his men?

6.
What 3 areas of David’s life is affected by this tragedy?  What does David do to help him cope with this situation?

7.  Read Matthew 11:28-30.  What does Jesus promise to all those who come to Him with their burdens?

8.
What factors do you think influenced the men to submit to David’s leadership again?  

9.
Briefly state the events of verses 11-16.  

10.
How many men did David actually have with him for the battle?  What would be your attitude toward the men left behind if you were one of the men continuing the pursuit of the Amalekites?

11.
Describe the outcome of the battle.

12.
How is David’s attitude different from the attitude of his men in verses 21-26?  What qualities of David does this emphasize?

13. Which of these qualities would you like to imitate in your life?  Why?

14. Reflecting on Chapters 29 and 30, give several examples of how the Lord cared for David.

Memory Verse:  “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”         Matthew 11:28-30

Kings of Israel

Lesson 9

Read 1 Samuel 31 

Note:  The events of this lesson are happening at the same time David is fighting the Amalekites.

1. 
Describe the battle between the Philistines and Israel.  What was Saul’s fear in verse 4?

2.  What is similar between Saul’s situation in this passage and the situation Elisha faced in 2 Kings 6:13-17?  What is the significant difference in outcome?

3.  What do we learn from Ephesians 3:20 about impossible situations?

4.
What was Saul’s solution to the predicament he faced?  Based on what you have learned, what advice could you have given him?

5.  Do you know of anyone who could use this type of encouragement?

6.
How did Samuel’s prophecy from I Samuel 28:18-19 come true?  

7.
What do the men of Jabesh Gilead do?  How are they described?  Why would they risk themselves in this way?  See I Sam. 11.

8.  How have the events of 1 Samuel 18-31 prepared David to lead the nation of Israel?

Read 2 Samuel 1
9.
What news does David receive just 3 days after defeating the Amalekites?  Who delivered the news and where had he come from?

10.
According to the informant, how did Saul die?  What might have been the Amalekite’s motive to lie as he did?

11. How did David and his men react to the news that Saul and Jonathan were dead?  For what four things do they mourn?

12.
 What thoughts might the Amalekite have had as he witnessed their grieving?

13.
What specific error did David point out to the Amalekite?  What punishment did David hand out to him?  

14.
What does David do in Saul and Jonathan’s honor?  What phrases or words does David use to describe Saul and Jonathan?

15. What lesson can we learn from Saul’s life?

Memory Verse:  “Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to His power that is at work within us, to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.”   
Ephesians 3:20-21

Kings of Israel

Lesson 10

Read 2 Samuel 2

1. 
What does David want to know?  Who does he ask?

2.  Where did David settle and what happens there?  

3.
What do we learn about David’s character from his response to the men of Jabesh Gilead?

4.
While David is anointed king over Judah who was appointed king of Israel?  By whom?  What did he know about David which he ignored (see 2 Samuel 3:9)?  

5. 
Describe the battle between Abner and Joab.  Who did Abner kill?  Why?  

6.
What was Joab’s response to Asahel’s death?  Who put a stop to Joab’s pursuit?

Read 2 Samuel 3
7.
In what ways do we see God’s favor on David?

8.  What do you think was Abner’s purpose in coming to David?  What is the one stipulation David makes?

9.
What character traits do we see in Joab in his action against Abner?

10.
What is David’s response to Abner’s death?  What punishment does Joab receive?

Read 2 Samuel 4

11. Who were Baanah and Recab?  What crime do they commit and why?

12.
What punishment do they receive?

13.
Why do you think that David reacted differently to Joab’s crime than that of Baanah and Recab’s?  

14.
From chapters 2, 3 and 4, what happened to the following people?


Ish-Bosheth


Michal


Mephibosheth


Jonathan and brothers (1 Samuel 31:6)

15. How were these people related to Saul?  How was David related to Saul?

16.
Why was it significant that Michal be brought back to David?  Who would be next in line to be king?

Memory Verse:  “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.”                                       Romans 8:28

Kings of Israel

Lesson 11

Read 2 Samuel 5:1-16

1. 
For what two reasons does all of Israel come to make David the king?

2.  Bonus question.  How many times is David anointed as king?  

3.
Estimate the length of time between David’s first anointing and the time of his being king over all of Israel.

4.
What can we learn about God’s promises from this?  

5. 
What was David’s first conquest as king of Israel?  How does David capture it?

6.
What is the Jebusites’ opinion of David’s strength?  What is the reason for David’s strength?

Read 2 Samuel 5:17-25
7.
What was different about the two battle plans against the Philistines?  What do you think may have caused David to inquire of God the second time?

8.  How does this emphasize the necessity of daily devotions?

9.
What do you think the sound was that David would hear above the Balsam trees?

Read 2 Samuel 6
10.
What was the mission of David and his 30,000 men?  

11. What were they going to use to transport this?  Compare Exodus 25:12-14 with 1 Samuel 6:1-12.  What error did they make?

12. What happened to Uzzah?  What emotions do we see in David?

13. What inspired David to attempt moving the ark again?

14.
Give as many details as you can about the second time they try to return the ark to Jerusalem. 

15.
How do people today attempt to accomplish God’s will using the wrong methods?  What does this teach us about faith in obedience to God?

Memory Verse:  “See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ.”                                      






 Colossians 2:8

Kings of Israel

Lesson 12

Read 2 Samuel 7:1-17
1. 
What did David desire to do for God?  Why?

2.  What was the prophet Nathan’s response to David’s idea?  What was God’s response?  

3.
Why didn’t God allow David to build the temple?  See I Chronicles 28:2-3.

4.
Bonus Question.  What part did David have in building the temple?

5.
In God’s response to David through Nathan, list what God has done  and will do for David.

6.
For each of the above items from question 5, try to list a similar thing God has done or has promised to do for you.  Try to use scripture references if possible.  

Read 2 Samuel 7:18-29
7.
What attribute of God is emphasized in David’s prayer?  What does this mean?

8.   Why do you think David emphasizes this attribute here?

9.
 Has God ever told you no?  Is your response similar to David’s?

10.
 List any other names or attributes David ascribes to God in these verses.

Read 2 Samuel 8
11.  Describe the level of David’s success in the battles he fought in this chapter.  

12.
What verse illustrates David’s ability to lead the nation of Israel?  How could this verse describe your actions this week?

13. Review your list from question 6 above.  How have you responded this week to what God has done and will do for you?  

Memory verse:  “He has showed you, O man, what is good.  And what does the Lord require of you?  To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.”  













    Micah 6:8

Kings of Israel

Lesson 13

Read 2 Samuel 9
1. 
What motivates David’s kindness to Mephibosheth?  See I Samuel 20:14-17, 42.

2.  Why do you think Mephibosheth refers to himself as a dead dog?  What emotions might Mephibosheth experienced coming before David, the king?  

3.
David received Mephibosheth into his home and care based on what relationship?

4.
Upon what relationship does God base receiving us into His family and care?  See Ephesians 1:4-5, 2:13, 3:12.

5.
What arrangements did David make for Mephibosheth’s well being?

6.
What arrangements has God made for the well being of all who have a personal relationship with His Son?  Do these belong to you?  

7.
For each of David’s actions to Mephibosheth, identify a similar response of God’s to us.


David:







God:



Pursued Mephibosheth





___________________________


Took M. in based on relationship w/Jonathan


___________________________


M. did nothing to deserve this




___________________________


Love moved David to be gracious to Jonathan’s son

___________________________


Free, loving relationship replaced fear



___________________________

Read 2 Samuel 10

8.   What kindness to Hanun did David intend?  How did this lead to war?

9.
How did David show kindness to the humiliated men?  
 

10.
Who was in charge of the Israelite troops?  Who assisted him?

11.
 How do we see Joab as an able leader?

12.  How does the battle end?  

Memory verse:  “For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight.  In love he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will”












Ephesians 1:4-5

Kings of Israel

Lesson 14

Read 2 Samuel 11

1. 
How does verse 1 imply that David is not in his place of responsibility?  What is he doing instead?

2.
What solution does David come up with when he hears of Bathsheba’s pregnancy? When his first plan fails, what alternative plan does he use?

3.  Analyze the progression of David’s sin throughout this chapter.  List several things David could (and should) have done differently.

4.  Which verse tells us what David could not escape despite his best effort to cover up his sin? 

Read 2 Samuel 12

5.  Who does God send to confront David?  What punishment does David declare for himself?

6.  In verses 9 and 10, what phrases does the Lord use to describe David’s sins?

7.  Use a dictionary to explore the meanings of the words despise and contempt.  What does it mean to despise, or treat with contempt, God and His Word?

8.  Does God’s forgiveness cancel David’s punishment?  Give verse from this passage to support your answer.

9.  How does David react to his son’s illness?  What is his reaction to hearing the news of his son’s death?

Read Psalm 51

10. From verses 3-4, how did David view his sin?

11.
From each of the following verses in Psalm 51, what was David asking God to do in his life?

     Verse 2:


Verse 7:


Verse 10:

      Verse 11:

      Verse 12:

12.  From Psalm 51:16-19, describe the kind of sacrifice God desires for our sins.

Memory verse:  “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”



  

1 John 1:9

Kings of Israel

Lesson 15

Read 2 Samuel 13:1-22

1. 
Who is Amnon?  Why is he frustrated?  How are Amnon and Tamar related?

2.
What was Jonadab’s advice?  How is Jonadab described?  What does that mean?

3.  What evil did Amnon do?  How did this affect his feelings for Tamar?

4.  What does Amnon’s intense hatred for Tamar indicate about his “love” for her previously? 

5.  Read 1 Corinthians 13:4-7.  List the elements that indicate true love.  Upon whom is the focus when true love exists in a relationship?

6.
What was David’s response to this evil act?  Absalom’s?

Read 2 Samuel 13:23-39

7.  How many years did Absalom wait before getting his revenge?

8. 
With Amnon dead, who was next in line to the throne?  See 2 Samuel 3:2-3.  (Note:  Kileab may have died in youth since there is no reference to him beyond the announcement of his birth.)

9.  What report came back to David?  Who gives David the correct information?  How do you think he would know this?

10. Why would Absalom be afraid to go home?  Who does David long for?  Why?

11. How do we see the judgment from 2 Samuel 12:10 come true in this chapter?

Read 2 Samuel 14

12.
Who initiates the returning of Absalom to Jerusalem?  What was the purpose of Joab sending the woman with this story?

13.
What are the similarities between the woman’s story and David’s situation?

14.
How is David’s love that he shows for Absalom in 13:39 and 14:1 similar to God’s love for us in the midst of our sinfulness?   Relate verse 14 to our salvation in Christ.

15.
How many years went by without Absalom seeing his father, David?  To what lengths will Absalom go to get his way? 

16. How is Absalom’s response to his sin different from that of his father, David?

Memory verse: “God demonstrates His own love for us in this:  While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”                                                                                                     Romans 5:8 

Kings of Israel

Lesson 16

Read 2 Samuel 15

1. 
What two things was Absalom doing to “steal the hearts” of Israel from his father?

2.  
What was Absalom’s real plan in going to Hebron?  What advantage might he have had in beginning there to overtake the kingdom? (See 2 Samuel 3:1-5)

3.  Do you think David was surprised by Absalom’s attempt to overtake the kingship?  Why or why not?

4.
What are your thoughts as David instructs his men to flee Jerusalem? 

5.   How does David show his trust in God as he tells the priests to take the ark back to Jerusalem? 

6.  
Describe the conversations David had with Hushai the Arkite.

Read 2 Samuel 16:1-4


7.
Who does David encounter?  What does he bring?

8.  What does Ziba tell David about Mephibosheth?  What is David’s reaction to this news?

Read 2 Samuel 16:5-14

9.
Who else does David encounter?  Of what does he accuse David?  Is this true?

10.
What beliefs and attitudes about God does David express here?

11.
Give examples of when you have recently been mistreated.  How did you respond to the mistreatment? 

12.
 How would you describe David as he endures Shimei’s abuse?

Read 2 Samuel 16:15-23
13.
How does verse 16 describe Hushai?  Who does he pretend to be loyal to?

14.
What evil advice does Ahithophel give Absalom?  For what reason does he advise this?

15.
What prophecy does this fulfill?  See 2 Samuel 12.

16. From verse 23, how was Ahithophel’s advice regarded?  Do you think this was true in this instance?  Why or why not?

Memory verse:  “Cast your cares on the Lord and he will sustain you; he will never let the righteous fall.”                                                                                           Psalm 55:22

Kings of Israel

Lesson 17

Read 2 Samuel 17:1-14
1. 
Summarize Ahithophel’s advice to Absalom.

2.  Who else’s advice does Absalom seek?  Summarize his advice.

3.  Whose advice does Absalom heed?

4.
Find the verse that tells of God’s active part in controlling this situation.  How does 2 Samuel 15:31 factor into this? 

Read 2 Samuel 17:15-29
5.   How does Hushai save King David?

6.
How do we see God providing for David in this chapter?

7.  What refreshment has God sent you during periods of weariness and discouragement?  What has been your response?

Read 2 Samuel 18:1-18

8.
What command does David give as the troops move out?  How is this command ignored?  Give possible reasons why Joab might do this.

9.
How do we see Absalom’s pride in this section?  Contrast the monument and the burial.

10.
See Proverbs 11:2 and 16:18.  What can we learn about pride from these verses?

Read 2 Samuel 18:19-19:8
11.
What is David’s primary concern as he greets the messengers?

12.
How does David respond to the news of Absalom’s death?

13.
How does David dishonor the men who fought for him?  Who confronts him and how does he threaten David?

14.  How have your thoughts or actions changed because of this study of King David?

Memory Verse:  “When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with humility comes wisdom.”













Proverbs 11:2

Kings of Israel

Lesson 18

1.   How did you apply a lesson from last week?

Read 2 Samuel 19:9-43

2. 
What dilemma did the Israelites find themselves in?

3.  What reprimand does David give the men of Judah?

4.  What promise does David make to Amasa?  Who is Amasa?  Why might David do this?

5.
From vs 18, 24, and 31, who does David encounter on his way back to Jerusalem?  What does he offer them?

6.
What are the men of Judah and of Israel arguing about?

Read 2 Samuel 20:1-13
7.   Who is leading a rebellion against David now?  What tribe remains loyal to David?

8.
What could we conclude about the men of Israel and their ability to make a good decision?

9.
When are you guilty of being “wishy washy” or “following the crowd”?

10.  What does Joab accomplish for himself by killing Amasa?  See also 19:13.

Read 2 Samuel 20:14-26

11.
In what city did Sheba hide out?  What is this city known for?

12. What deal does Joab make with the wise woman?

Read 2 Samuel 21:1-14
13.
What drives David to seek God?  What covenant had been broken?  See also Joshua 9.

14.
How does David make amends for this broken covenant?  What verse indicates that the requirement was met?

15.
What does this passage teach us about God - His righteousness, judgment, time and the honor of His name?

Memory Verse:  “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the Lord.  “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.”




Isaiah 55:8-9
Kings of Israel

Lesson 19

Read 2 Samuel 21:15-22

1. 
Who was the hero in each of the four battles with the Philistines?

Read 2 Samuel 22

2.  What caused David to sing this song to the Lord?

3.  What picture of God does David portray in each of the following sections?  Try to do this using one word or a short phrase.


1-7
 ____________________________
8-16
_____________________________


17-20
____________________________
21-25
_____________________________


26-30
____________________________
31-37
_____________________________


38-46
____________________________
47-51
_____________________________

Read 2 Samuel 23

4.
Contrast what David has in verse 5 with what evil men can expect in verses 6-7.

5.   How are David’s fighting men described?  What are we told about God more than once in this passage?

6.
What do verses 13-16 teach us about David’s men?  Why do you think David didn’t drink the water given to him?

Read 2 Samuel 24

7.
What does David ask Joab to do?  Summarize Joab’s response in verse 3.

8.
How long did it take to fill David’s request?  

9.
Are you obedient even when you don’t fully understand or agree with your assignment?  Why is this a necessary quality?

10.
How many men are counted?  What does David then realize?  What options is David given?

11.
What does David choose?  What does the Lord experience as the punishment is carried out?

12.
What was required to end the plague?  Why did David insist on paying for the threshing floor?
Memory Verse:  “As for God, his way is perfect; the word of the Lord is flawless.  He is a shield for all who take refuge in him.  For who is God besides the Lord?  And who is the Rock except our God?”




                                                      2 Samuel 22:31-32

Kings of Israel

Lesson 20

Read 1 Kings 1:1-27

1. 
What is David’s current condition?

2.  Who is Adonijah and what does he do?  See 2 Samuel 3:2-5.  Do you think Adonijah was wrong to do this?

3.
Who supports Adonijah?  Who does not?

4.
What information do Nathan and Bathsheba have for King David?

5.
What was Bathsheba’s fear?

Read 1 Kings 1:28-53
6.   Who was David’s clear choice for the next king?  Why did David choose him?  See 1 Chronicles 22:9.

7.
Do you think Adonijah knew who the next king was to be?  Give reasons for your answer.

8.
What are the different reactions to Solomon’s anointing.  What thoughts do you have as you picture Adonijah’s reaction?

9.
On what terms does Solomon offer Adonijah safety?  According to verse 52, what is the ‘opposite’ behavior and the punishment that goes with it?

10. What does each of the following verses say about a ‘worthy’ person?


  Matthew 10:37-39:


  Acts 13:46:

 
  Ephesians 4:1-3:

       Colosians 1:10:

        2 Thessalonians 1:3-8:

        Revelation 3:4-6:

11. Why did John weep in Revelation 5:4?  Explain what happens in Revelation 5:1-10?

12. What is the difference between living in a worthy manner and being worthy of salvation?  

13. Which of the references in Question 10 is especially challenging to you?

Memory verse:  “You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation.”






        


Revelation 5:9

Kings of Israel

Lesson 21

Read 1 Kings 2:1-12

1. 
What is David’s charge to Solomon?  Under what conditions would he prosper?

2.  What instructions does David give Solomon concerning Joab, Barzillai and Shimei?

3.
How many years did David reign over Israel?

4.
What is said about David in 1 Samuel 13:14?  How do the following verses describe David in this way?


1 Samuel 17:37, 45-47 - On what one thing is David focused?


1 Samuel 24:12, 15 - What did David trust God would do?


1 Samuel 26:23-24 - What did David trust the Lord to do?


2 Samuel 12:13 - Who did David say his sin was against?


Psalm 51:7 - Who will cleanse and purify the heart stained by sin?


Psalm 51:10-12 - How is David going to continue in God’s ways?


Psalm 63:1-8 - What heart attitude do we see David expressing to God?


In summarizing all the above answers, what does it take to be a person after God’s own heart?

5.
What is one thing you will incorporate into your life to become a person after God’s own heart?

Read 1 Kings 2:13-46
6.   What does Adonijah ask Bethsheba for?

7.
What does this request indicate to Solomon about Adonijah?  What does Adonijah get for this request?

8.
What do the following verses tell us about a person’s true character?


Matthew 12:34b - 


Proverbs 20:11 -

9.
What are your words and actions indicating about the condition of your heart and character?


10.
How does Solomon deal with Abiathar, Joab, and Shimei?

Memory verse:  “Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.  Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me.  Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.”

        












Psalm 51:10-12

Kings of Israel

Lesson 22

Read 1 Kings 3:1-4

1. 
Compare 1 Kings 3:1-4 with Deuteronomy 12:1-14.  How were the people of Israel in error?  What reason is given for this?

2.  Where did Solomon go to offer sacrifices to God?  

3.  From 2 Chronicles 1:1-6, why would Solomon choose this place?  What was missing from this place?

4.  What was David’s prayer for Solomon in 1 Chronicles 29:18-19?  List the benefits of  building a temple for the Israelites.

5.  Where is the temple of God located today? (See 1 Corinthians 6:19)  What advantage is given in this verse to the temple’s ‘new’ location?

6.   From each of the following passages, list the work of the Holy Spirit within us.


Acts 1:8:





Romans 8:26:


Acts 9:31:
2 Corinthians 1:22:

 
Romans 8:5-6:







Read 1 Kings 3:5-15
7.  What did the Lord say to Solomon in verse 5? Why did Solomon ask for wisdom? 

8.
What is Solomon’s immediate response after waking up from his dream?  How does this indicate his dream was in fact genuine?

Read 1 Kings 3:16-4:34
9.
List specific details in this passage that show the completeness of the gifts God promised in 1 Kings 3:11-13.

10. What does James 1:5-6 teach us about wisdom?  What does verse 6 mean to you?

11.  In what specific areas of your life are you not relying on God but relying on yourself?  How could seeking the direction and wisdom of the Holy Spirit change everything?  (See also Isaiah 55:8-9)

Memory verse:  “If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him. But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind.”











 

James 1:5-6

Kings of Israel

Lesson 23

Read 1 Kings 5

1. 
Why did Hiram send his envoys to Solomon?  What did Solomon request of him?  What does Solomon agree to do for Hiram in return?

2.  What does Solomon tell Hiram about God in verses 2-5?    

3.  How many men were hired to work on the temple?  

4.  Why do you think God gave Solomon ‘rest on every side’?

Read 1 Kings 6. 


5.  Where was the temple to be built according to 2 Chronicles 3:1?  What other events had occurred here years before?  See Gen. 22:1-18 and 2 Sam. 24:15-25.

6.
Where did the plans for the temple come from?  See 1 Chronicles 28:11-12.

7.
As you consider the physical details given in 1 Kings 6, what is your impression of the temple and how it was built?

8.  What does David say about the temple in the following verses?


1 Chronicles 22:5


1 Chronicles 28:2


1 Chronicles 28:10


1 Chronicles 29:3

9.  From 1 Chronicles 28:20, what encouragement does David give to Solomon for this great task?  How long does the construction take?  

10.
Where is God’s temple today?  See 1 Corinthians 3:16.

11.
What attitudes toward God does David encourage Solomon and the people to have as they prepare the building of the temple?


1 Chronicles 22:19


                      28:8


                      28:9


                      29:5

12. How well do these describe you?  What will you do to prepare yourself as a more fitting   dwelling place for the Lord?

Memory verse:  Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit lives in you?”    
   






1 Corinthians 3:16

Kings of Israel

Lesson 24

Skim 1 Kings 7 and Read 1 Kings 8:1-13 with Exodus 25:22
1.  After construction of the temple in 1 Kings 7, how was the temple not yet complete? Why was bringing the ark of the covenant to the temple such a big deal? (see Exodus 25:22) 

2.  Refer back to 1 Kings 6:38.  How long had it taken the Israelites to build this temple?  How long did it take to build King Herod’s temple in John 2:20?

3.  What does Jesus say in John 2:19-22 that confuses the Jews?  To what was he referring?  When were the disciples finally able to understand this?

4. 
List several details associated with the cloud that appears in 1 Kings 8:10-11?  

5.  Compare 1 Kings 8:10 with Matthew 3:16-17 and Acts 2:1-4.  What is the prerequisite to claiming the priveledge of 1 Corinthians 3:16-17?  

6.  What does this section of the lesson teach us about the significance of receiving Christ? (please take your time with this because there are many incredible points) 

7.  Which of these points is the most significant to you?

Read 1 Kings 8:14-21

8. 
What is the main idea in Solomon’s words in this passage?  What attribute of God do we see here?

Read 1 Kings 8:22-53 through 8:61

9.  What does Solomon fully understand in verse 27?

10. What phrases do we find repeated several times in this passage?  What is the equivalent for us today in ‘turning toward the temple’ for forgiveness? (see Colossians 2:13-15 for help)

11. Read 1 Kings 8:33-34 with 1 John 1:9.  Try to find 3 similarities between these passages. 

12.  How has this lesson changed your thinking as you reflect on God’s gifts to us through the cross of Christ?

Memory verse:  “Be strong and courageous, and do the work.  Do not be afraid or discouraged, for the Lord God, my God, is with you.  He will not fail you or forsake you until the work for the service of the temple of the Lord is finished.”  



1 Chronicles 28:20
Kings of Israel

Lesson 25

Read 1 Kings 8:62-66

1.  Which verse describes the attitude of the people after the dedication of the temple? 

2.  From the following verses, list the different occasions of ‘great joy’.


1 Kings 8:15-19

     Matthew 2:10-11

Read 1 Kings 9:1-9



3.  At what time does the Lord appear again to Solomon?  Why do you think He appears at this time?

4.  Compare 1 Kings 9:7-9 with Matthew 27:32-46, find as many parallels as you can between these 2 sections of scripture.

5. 
From the following verses, list the different occasions of ‘great joy’.


 Ezra 3:11-12


 Matthew 28:5-8

6.
What do you think is the joy ‘set before Christ’ in Hebrews 12:2?  How should this encourage us as we run with perseverance the race marked out for us (vs 1)?

Read 1 Kings 9:10-28  

7.  What does Solomon give to Hiram, King of Tyre?  How did Hiram respond to this?

8.  What were the differences in the responsibilities of the Israelite’s and the aliens that remained in the land?  

9.  What other advantages did the Israelites have in being God’s chosen people? What requirement is also placed on them? (See also 1 Kings 3:14 and 6:12-13)  

10.   What benefits and responsibilities do we have as Christians?

11.  Compare verse 25 with 1 Kings 3:3.  What changes do we see in Solomon’s worship?

12. What growth is evident in your obedience and worship of God from the time you became a Christian? From a year ago? From a month ago?

Memory verse:  “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.  Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God”                                 
         Hebrews 12:1-2

Kings of Israel

Lesson 26

Read 1 Kings 10

1.  What two things did the Queen of Sheba hear about Solomon?  Why did she go to see and hear him?

2.  What did she bring with her?  Why do you think she did this?

3.  What phrases do you find in this chapter which express the magnitude of God’s blessing on Solomon?

4.  What  blessings do we have in Christ?    

5.  How can we encourage others to ‘come and see’ the blessings God has poured out on us as his people?
Read 1 Kings 11:1-13  

6.  What had God commanded the Israelites regarding intermarriage with foreigners?  Why?

7.  What did Solomon do in spite of this command?  What phrase is used in verse 2 to describe Solomon’s disobedience?  

8.  Do you think Solomon thought he could resist the ungodly influences of his pagan wives?  What does Titus 2:11-13 teach us about life in this world of ungodly influence?

9.  List the words that Paul uses in 2 Corinthians 6:14-16 to describe each of the following:



Believers





Unbelievers

10. In light of what we learn from Solomon (questions above) and Paul in question 9, why do you think God places so many ‘restrictions’ on us as his believers?  How should we view these ‘restrictions’?

11. What worldly influences did you face in this past week?  Are you ‘holding fast’ to anything against any commands of God?

12. At what point are we told that God became angry with Solomon (give verse)?  What consequence did God give to Solomon?

Memory verse:  “For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men.  It teaches us to say ‘No’ to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age”     





               Titus 2:11-12
Kings of Israel

Lesson 27

Skim 1 Kings 11:14-25

1.  From last week’s lesson, what was to be the consequence of Solomon’s disobedience?  From verses 14-25, how do we see this starting to develop?

2.  What do God’s actions in verses 14 and 23 teach us about Him?  How should this increase our faith and trust in Him?

Read 1 Kings 11:26-43  

3.  Who was Ahijah?  Describe the message he brings to Jeroboam.

4.
What promise does God make to Jeroboam?  Under what conditions?

5.  Why didn’t God promise the entire kingdom to Jeroboam?  What does verse 39 teach us about the duration of this division of Israel?

Read 1 Kings 12:1-24
6.  What does Rehoboam (Solomon’s son) do that causes Israel to split apart as prophesied in the last chapter?  How does he react to the response of the people in verse 16?

7.  Which tribe still belonged to the line of David (Rehoboam)?

Read 1 Kings 12:25 through 13:34
8.  From verses 25-33 in chapter 12, list several things the new king of Israel (Jeroboam) does in violation of what God required in 1 Kings 11:38.

9.  What verse describes why he did these things?  What advice would you have given Jeroboam in light of God’s promises to him in chapter 11? 

10. From verse 2, what is God’s response (through a man of God from Judah) to these actions?

11. Can you think of ways that we rationalize sin in our society?  Based on this passage, what do we learn about God’s acceptance of our rationale?

12. Why wouldn’t the prophet return home with Jeroboam? (Give verse)

13. Why did the man of God disobey and dine with the old prophet? 

14. Compare the source of the information given to the prophet in both questions 12 and 13.  What do we learn about following the advice of man when it violates the instructions of God?

Memory verse:  “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves.  Do what it says.”












               James 1:22
Kings of Israel

Lesson 28

Note: We will now fast-forward through the lives of the different kings during the division between Israel an Judah, starting with the kings of the 10 tribes of Israel.  Look up the reference for each king and circle those who did what was right before God. Please do not be discouraged by the number of reference passages, this will go very quickly.  Write any interesting “facts” that you may find about the different kings on the back of this sheet.
    1 Kings 13:33;  Jeroboam I    
1 Kings 22:51-52; Ahaziah      
2 Kings 15:8-9; Zechariah

    1 Kings 15:25-26;  Nadab
2 Kings 9:22-24; Joram          
2 Kings 15:13-15; Shallum

    1 Kings 15:33-34; Baasha
2 Kings 10:30-31; Jehu            
2 Kings 15:17-18;Menahem 

    1 Kings 16:13; Elah
2 Kings 13:1-2; Jehoahaz        
2 Kings 15:23-24; Pekahiah 

    1 Kings 16:19; Zimri
2 Kings 13:10-11; Jehoash         
2 Kings 15:27-28; Pekah

    1 Kings 16:25; Omri            
2 Kings 14:23-24; Jeroboam II  
2 Kings 17:1-2; Hoshea

    1 Kings 16:30-31; Ahab  

Read 2 Kings 17
1.  To what 2 groups of people were the nations of Israel compared in 2 Kings 17: 14-15?

2.  Look up the word exile in the dictionary.  Where were the tribes of Israel exiled to? 

3.  What verse indicates that this exile should have not come as a surprise to them?  What thoughts do you think they had as the land given by God was taken away from them?

 Now the kings of Judah. Again circle the kings that did what was right before God.

    1 Kings 14:22;  Rehoboam    
2 Kings 12:1-3; Joash
2 Kings 21:20-22;Amon

    1 Kings 15:3;  Abijah
2 Kings 14:1-4; Amaziah            
2 Kings 22:1-2; Josiah

    1 Kings 15:11; Asa
2 Kings 15:1-4; Azariah        
2 Kings 23:32; Jehoahaz 

    1 Kings 22:42-43; Jehoshaphat
2 Kings 15:34-35; Jotham         
2 Kings 23:37; Jehoiakim 

    2 Kings 8:18; Jehoram
2 Kings 16:2-4; Ahaz  
2 Kings 24:8-9; Jehoiakin

    2 Kings 8:27; Ahaziah  
2 Kings 18:3-5; Hezekiah
2 Kings 24:19; Zedikiah

    2 Kings 11:1-3 Queen Athaliah 
2 Kings 21:1-2; Manasseh


Read 2 Kings 25

5.
What happened to the people of Judah?  What happened to the temple Solomon had built and to the city of Jerusalem?

6.  What attributes of God do we see in this lesson?  Why do you think the nations of Israel and Judah failed to listen to the warnings given by God through His prophets?

7.  How does God provide similar warnings to us today?  

8.  How do our failures to listen to the warnings of God impact other people?

Memory verse:  “See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God.  But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so that none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness”                  

   Hebrews 3:12-13
Kings of Israel

Lesson 29

Old Testament restoration of Israel

Read Ezra 1:1-4 with passages below
1.  From Jeremiah 25:1-14, what warning did Jeremiah have for Judah before they were taken into exile?  How long was this exile of the people to last?

2.  What did Isaiah prophesy concerning the rebuilding of Jerusalem over 150 years previous to all this occurring (Isaiah 44:28)?  What impresses you as you continue reading in Isaiah 45?

3.   What does Daniel ‘understand’ in Daniel 9:2-3?  How does he respond to this understanding?

4.  Have you ever claimed a promise of God through prayer?

5.  What attributes of God does Daniel use at the beginning of his prayer? Give phrases he uses to describe Israel.

Skim Ezra 1:5 through Ezra 6  

6.  What do the people first rebuild in Jerusalem?  How does this reflect their attitude of heart?  

7.  What was their fear in Ezra 3:3?  Why do you think they felt this way?

8.  In what ways did the rebuilding of the temple cause opposition from the pagan nations around them?

9.  How do we face similar opposition from our peers when we try to live in obedience to God?  Which of these is the hardest for you to overcome?

New Testament restoration of individuals

Read Matthew 27:1-5, Luke 22:54-62 and John 21:15-19

11.  Compare the reaction of Peter and Judas in the above listed passages.  How did each show that they were sorry for their sin?  How do you think Peter felt when Christ looked at him in Luke 22:61?

12.  What action does Peter take (reference Luke 22:32) which makes the drastic difference in outcome between these 2 disciples?  In what way was Peter told to use his failure?

13.  List several applications from this lesson about the restoration from sin that we have in Christ Jesus our Lord?

Memory verse:  “if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.”     




2 Chronicles 7:14
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