








DOUBT IS NOT THE
OPPOSITE OF FAITH; IT
IS ONE ELEMENT OF
FAITH.

Paul Tillich
German T heologian
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If we begin with certainties,
we shall end in doubts; but
if we begin with doubts,
and are patient in them, we
shall end in certainties.

‘& Francis Bacon

QuotelHD. com English philosopher
g (LSE61L-1626)



The whole problem with the world
is that fools and fanatics are always
so certain of themselves,
and wiser people so full of doubts.

— Bertrand Russell
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Doubting Thomas?

sJohn 11:16 Therefore Thomas, who was
called Didymus, (the twin), 20:24, 21:2

*"What was the point, calling him a twin?

*"Thomas was not the only doubter!
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3 key passages on Thomas

=John 11:16 Lazarus’ death
"John 14:5 Jesus’ impending death
=John 20 Thomas’ unbelief
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Faith sees the day.

Doubt dreads to take a step,
Faith soars on high.

Doubt guestions, "Who believes?"
Faith answers, "1I".




Why do we doubt?

"We’ve been fooled or wrong before

*We misunderstood Gods will




Why do we doubt?

*"We don’t trust our own judgements

"We were misled by our own hearts




Doubt kills more dreams
than fallure ever will.

s . Suzy Kassem _ %
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We have looked at and touched

"Luke 24:21 “were hoping that it was He
who was going to redeem Israel ... *

=25 “You foolish men and slow of heart to
believe”







John 11:16 Lazarus’ death

"Missed Jesus’ point at least 4x

=“Let’s also go, so that we may die with
Him!” (courageous loyalty)

=Jesus was “Glad”, “Wept”




ord, we do
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“f going. How can we knomﬁk‘re"way'?‘" *
Jesus said to him, S

"l am the way, and the truth, and the life.
No one comes to he Father except



John 14:5 Jesus’ impending death

*John 14:1 “Do not let your heart be

troubled; believe in God, believe also in
Me.”

*"Thomas repeats Peter’s question!
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“Simon Peter asked him,
‘Lord, where are you
going?’ Jesus replied,
‘Where | am going, you
cannot follow now, but
yvou will follow later.” Peter
asked, ‘Lord, why can’t |
follow you now? | will lay
down my life for you!
John 13-36-37 i ./... @3



“Unless I see .. I will not believe.”

*FOMO, Thomas missed out! But why?
=Jesus showed the 10 his hands / side
" A lack of faith = lack of peace
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“Unless | see
the nail marks
iN his hands
and put my
finger where
the nails
were, and put
my hand into
his side, | will
not Believe.”
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How do we nurture faith

*Immerse yourself in God’s word, use it!
"Rightly divide the word of truth




How do we nurture faith

*Humbly honor our Savior, motives

"Trust God’s heart, not yours
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“Peace be to you”

=Jesus quoted scripture against Satan!!

=*Thomas fell to his knees and believed!

=He surrendered to Him as Lord / God!










A few quick facts on the apostle

Thomas

Didymus (the twin)
Like Simon “Peter™ and the “sons of Thander,™ Thomas has a
h 5 Greek for “t n."

ame: Didymass, vhi

|- l Thomas is mentioned in every gospel and Acts,
but he only speaks in the Gospel of John.
[ =i
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Thomas §s brave: he persuades Hoveever, Thomas doesn’t knovs
the others to follovs Jesus, even where Jesus is going (before the
if they die vdth Him. cross), or the vray to follove

(Jn 11:16) (Jn 14:5)

Ve don't knov: Thomas® former occupation, but we do
see him fishing vAdth some of the other fishermen after

PO OO ®DOOS®DE@

Jesus' resurrection. (Jn 21:2-3)

The original “Doubting Thomas”

Thomas refuses to believe Jesus has risen until
he sees proof (Jn 20:25). To be fair, Thomas
isn’t the only disciple to doubt the nevs at
first (Mt 28:17; Mk 16:11; Lk 24:18).

He doesn't doubt forever, though. Jesus later

appears to Thomas, and he exclains, “My Lord
and my God!™ (Jn 20:28).

According to tradition, Thomas takes the gospel to India, where he s

martyred for his faith: run through by spears. The man who belleved
after seeing Jesus’ wounds was wounded in the same way for his faith.
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are essentlal to Ol.l[i

maturity as 23 <
believers.”

-Craig Groeschel, Hope in the Dark
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Our doubts are
traitors and
make us lose
the good we oft
might win by
fearing to
attempt.

William Shakespea re
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