
BIG IDEA:  Fear Understanding the Distinctions 

 

Oswald Chambers said, “When you fear God you will fear nothing else.”  It is important for the 

Christian to understand the categories of fear or the distinctions of fear to avoid confusion, 

painting with to broad a bush about fear and therefore coming to wrong conclusions and appli-

cations. 

 

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.”  Proverbs 1:7.  “There is no fear in love, but 

perfect love casts out fear.”  1 John 4:18.   “God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in 

God and God abides in him.”  1 John 4:16.  Many in our modern world wonder or our per-

plexed at the seeming contradiction.  On the one hand if God is love how can he be feared?  

But the question has to be asked is there more than one kind of fear?  Is there more than one 

way to fear?  The danger comes when we fixate on one aspect then make the conclusion that 

one aspect governs all of the meaning.  We paint with to broad a brush. 

 

DEFINING FEARS 

 

For the most part we understand that fear can be helpful or detrimental.  Helpful because it pre-

vents me from jumping off a building or playing in traffic.  But also it can be harmful when it is 

allowed to keep me from functioning in a reasonable way.  Let’s call this “Natural Fear.” 

 

Natural fear is the trouble or agitation of the mind from the comprehension of an on coming 

force of harm or evil to my person.  We make these “fear assessment” in our lives every day 

whether to do or not to do something. 

 

Sinful fear is when we fail to trust in God and trust in God’s promises in the face of natural fear.  

Those moments of temptation are not insignificant in the face of persecution, job loss, death, or 

other hardship.  God’s promise is that when we are in those moments He will provide a way out, 

1 Corinthians 10:13 

 

Godly fear is God’s will for the believer, however there are two ways to fear God: a good way 

and a bad way.  One, bad, sees God as a threat to ones self.  The other, good, see’s God not as 

a threat but sees His glory.  That fear loves what God loves and hates what God hates.  This is 

the fear we are to pursue so that our soul is kept focused on God’s holiness and awe of his char-

acter.  The Christian pursuit is to gaze on the glory of God thereby finding cause to trust him.  
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1. When have you been fearful and under what circumstances?  What was the result or what im-

pact did it have on your life? 
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1. Aside from your dog or certain food groups and in the truest sense of the word, what do you 

truly love? 
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BIG IDEA:  To overcome fear, don’t love your life more than death. 


