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Talking about the Third Article of The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

What does this mean? 
I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus 
Christ, my Lord, or come to Him, but the Holy Spirit has called me 
through the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, and sanctified and 
preserved me in the true faith, just as He calls, gathers, enlightens, and 
sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth, and preserves it in union 
with Jesus Christ in the one true faith, in which Christian church He daily 
forgives abundantly all my sins, and the sins of all believers, and at the 
least day will raise up me and all the dead, and will grant everlasting life 
to me and to all who believe in Christ, This is most certainly true. 

224  Why should the church always hold and teach this doctrine of justification by grace alone? 
The church must always hold and teach this doctrine because it is the chief doctrine of the Christian 
religion; it distinguishes the Christian religion from false religion which teaches salvation by works; it gives 
enduring comfort to the repentant sinner; and it gives glory to God. 

225  For whose sake does God forgive you your sins?    
God does not forgive my sins because I deserve it, but only because of what Christ did on the cross, when 
His blood paid for the sins of the whole world.  
1 John 2:1-2   My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an 
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the 
sins of the whole world.

226  What happens to you when your sins are forgiven?    
When God forgives me my sins for the sake of Jesus Christ, 
He blots them out, and I do not have them anymore. 
Isaiah 43:25   “I, I am he who blots out your transgressions for my own 
sake, and I will not remember your sins.”
Isaiah 1:18   “Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord: though 
your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they 
are red like crimson, they shall become like wool. 
 

   Scriptures are noted in the English Standard Version  
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