13.
How should we deal with temptations?






14.
Where does good come from? How does this tie in with other good things received in these first 18 verses?







15.
What are the differences and similarities between the birth spoken of in v15 and v18?






16.
How would you summarize the verses read today? What actions are called for?







If you have not done so already, find time this week to read through all of the Letter of James in one sitting.
Conclude your time together in prayer.
Growth Group – Week starting 11 October 2021
Study 1: 
Acting in adversity


James 1:1 - 18
James is a letter that has had a mixed reception. Although from early times it has generally been accepted as a part of the Canon there has been times in history when it has been looked on with suspicion, particularly the apparent contradiction with Paul in Romans. (We will look at this later in the series)

Most accept the traditional view that James was written by James, the brother of Jesus who became a significant leader of the church in Jerusalem in the book of Acts. It was probably written shortly before the Council of Jerusalem.
1. Before reading our passage set for today’s study. Let us look at what other parts of the NT says about James: 
· Read Matthew 13:55, Mark 6:3, Luke 24:10, Galatians 1:19 – how is James related to Jesus, was he a follower in Jesus lifetime?
 
· Read 1Cor. 15:7, when does it appear that James become a disciple of Jesus?

· Read Acts 1:13 – 14, 12:17, 15:13, 21:17 – 19, what was James’ position in the early church?
Read James 1:1 – 18:

2. To whom is the letter written?

3. James is sometimes compared to the Book of Proverbs for its practical teaching and the tendency to switch from one subject to another. In the first 18 verse list some of the subjects covered.





4. According to James what is the purpose of trials? Where does perseverance fit in?






5. At the end of v4 James mentions not lacking anything, James then in v 5 turns to the possibility of lacking wisdom. Where are we to look for wisdom?







6. How are we to ask? What must we be wary of?






7. What do these first 8 verses tell us about God, ourselves and how we are to relate?

8. What contradiction is raised in v9 to 11? How does this compare to Jesus’ teaching on those who will be first will be last?






9. In whom or what should we find our sense of worth? What is the nature of material things?







10. Verse 12 ties back to the beginning of this section, what does it teach about trials and where we find value?






11. What do you think is the difference between trials and temptations in James?






12. Where do temptations come from?
