
Autumn Greetings!
As I write this letter, I am fondly recalling two Sundays' worth of great events. One

Sunday, Rally Sunday, was a great day to kick off and encourage this coming season of

ministry at our beloved parish of Saint John's. The next Sunday presented us an

opportunity to give God thanks for all the faithful ministries done among our many

volunteers over the past couple of years, especially in light of the challenges of the

pandemic. As someone who greatly enjoys parish ministry and a good time in general,

it was in a word, refreshing.

I hope that word takes on some extra significance 

this coming month. As we planned for a part of the 

year wherein we highlight parish stewardship, the 

idea of 'refreshment' kept coming to mind. Thus, 

you will see that popping up from time to time in 

our stewardship materials this fall. I certainly feel 

it’s appropriate! Already we can see God's refresh-

ing grace among us week by week as people come 

to enjoy our ministry together. Folks are returning 

from travel and quarantine bit by bit, and new 

faces are among us almost every Sunday. I believe 

strongly there is a renewed zeal for Christ and his 

Gospel among our number, and that has been shown in several requests from groups

to read the Scriptures together. Just the other day, a number of us were able to have

our spirits refreshed by rereading the book of Ruth at St. Barbara's guild! Connecting

the dots from Ruth to David to Christ was a particular delight among the group.

In our refreshment here at Saint John's, we can enjoy renewed vitality while taking

time to consider again the basics and see how they can help us connect the dots of

the overall parish ministry: from worship, to formation, to stewardship, and beyond.

Thus, when you hear from me over the next few weeks, I'll take some time to remind

and review some basic aspects of stewardship and hopefully help to refresh your

perspective on how your faithful giving and God's loving-kindness are continuing to

build up this body for the extension of His Kingdom. As you take a look at this month's

newsletter, do pay special attention to our treasurer's note as it begins to refresh even

some of the vocabulary of parish giving and finance. And of course, enjoy all the

amazing signs of God's incredible kindness and love at work across the people and

work of our beloved Saint John's.

Thank you, dear ones!
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What is Stewardship?

Stewardship refers to the sharing of our time, talent, and treasure. It is a

means by which we can strengthen and deepen our faith. As Christians,

we believe that all that we have and all that we are comes from God. So,

it makes sense that we are stewards of these precious gifts. Being good

stewards brings us closer to God.

Sounds easy enough, but how do we do it? 
 

By giving of ourselves. At Saint John’s Church, we have a long history

of being an active and generous congregation. Each of us contributes to

the life of the parish by attending services. But we contribute in many

other ways that feed our souls while helping our parish to thrive, from

singing in the choir or ushering to serving at coffee hour or teaching

Sunday School.
 

We have also committed to more out-

reach, from assisting Edison High

School to contributing volunteer 

hours to Iron Gate, to supporting 

mission programs and churches.
 

Making a financial commitment to the

church in the form of a pledge rounds

out our stewardship obligation by 

giving back to God and providing the 

financial foundation for all that Saint 

John’s does.

By making a pledge. A pledge is an annual commitment made in good

faith to give an amount of money to the church in regular installments

(weekly, monthly, quarterly, or annually), chosen by you. Each year in the

fall, we have our annual campaign to invite pledges from parishioners.

Pledges are typically made then or at any time during the year as you

wish.

By making our pledges a spiritual practice. As Jesus said in the Sermon

on the Mount, “Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”

Pledging enforces our connection to God through our support of God’s

house. It is our duty to support our church; this is how we live out good

stewardship.

On a practical level, there is no “membership fee” at church. Instead, we

are asked to join in the voluntary practice of pledging. Our pledges help

Saint John’s to organize and fund its mission and ministries for the coming

year when preparing the budget.

 

  - Bill Chevaillier
From our Senior Warden

 
 

“Life starts all over 
again when it gets 
crisp in the fall.” 

 

- F. Scott Fitzgerald

I don’t know if Mr. Fitzgerald really said that or not, but it certainly sums

up the excitement I feel when the broiling heat finally fades for good,

and everything turns a little golden at day’s end. The feeling of new

possibility in the fall never goes away, at least for me. 
 

Here at Saint John’s, there is truly a renewal of our community spirit

happening. A big Rally Day kicked us off, and what a day it was! Our

ministries invitingly displayed, fun food, glorious weather, kids running

around, and so many friends happy to be together. The next Sunday,

Saint John’s honored the many volunteers that contributed so much

during the last two years of transition. From the reopening of Children’s

Chapel and Sunday School and new season of Music at Midday to the

growing Iron Gate ministry and Tuesday Trekkers, a real infusion of fresh

energy is happening in our parish life. Huge thanks to Father David and

our hard-working and creative Saint John’s staff for raising the bar in so

many ways.

October brings more opportunities 

for us to renew our spirits together. 

The month begins with Michaelmas on 

the 3rd, followed by a trip to the Tulsa

Zoo on the 9th and everyone’s fav-

orite Pet Blessing on the 10th. Did 

you know that the zoo trip was con-

ceived and organized by a parish-

ioner with a cool idea? Meghan

Joiner suggested the zoo to Father

David, and then organized the day. 

Thank you, Meghan! If you have an 

idea for fun and fellowship that you’d 

like to put into action, talk to Father 

David!

Our ministries and parish life thrive when we renew them with our

attention and care. Our annual stewardship campaign is about to begin.

Think of how much we can do and how alive our parish will become if

more of us increase our generosity enough to not simply sustain Saint

John’s but to enable it to flourish as we move forward together in faith. I

continue to believe that God loves this parish and continues to bless it

richly. It makes me excited to do as much as I can for our future. As you

consider your 2022 pledge, I hope you will be inspired to do the same.

 

Simple Giving by Smartphone
It's easier than ever to make a donation to
Saint John's, especially on those days when
you don't have cash in your wallet, forgot to
write a check, or simply want to give fast but
also get a receipt. To donate by scan, hover
your smart phone over the QR code to the
right and follow the steps. 
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  - Susan Walker



 - Joseph Arndt
Music at Midday Continues

Our Music at Midday series continues in October with free
half-hour recitals on Wednesdays at noon every week through
the end of the month. A boxed lunch from Queenies will follow
at 12:30 p.m. To reserve a lunch and your sandwich option, call
Diana Carter at (918) 742-7381 by the preceding Monday at
noon. The lunches are $12 per person. 

The schedule of musicians for this month includes:

October 6
Paul Sweet, piano

October 13
Caroline Robinson, organ

October 20
Duo Avanzando
David Carter, clarinet
Ricardo Souza, 
percussion

October 27
OTIS Trio
Dawn Lindblade, clarinet
Tess Remy-Schumacher, cello
Sallie Pollack, piano

Save the Dates for Special Bach Choir Events

An ensemble in residence at Saint John’s Episcopal Church,
the Oklahoma Bach Choir, is preparing for a winter program
and we want you to be sure to save the date for Friday,
December 3. 

That evening at 7 p.m., the 
Oklahoma Bach Choir will 
present Cantatas for the 
Advent Season. The choir 
and orchestra will perform 
BWV 35, 62 and 140. Admis-
sion will be free. 

This choir is dedicated to 
performing the sacred vocal 
music of Johann Sebastian 
Bach with period instruments. Comprised of many committed
parish choral members, the choir and  program will be led by
Joseph Arndt, conductor, and feature: Adam Pajan, organ
soloist, Meray Boustani, soprano soloist, Nicholas Garza,
countertenor soloist, Steven Soph, tenor soloist, and Jason
Awbrey, baritone soloist. 

German Baroque Concert

On Friday, October 8 at 7 p.m, Saint John's will host the
Sonare Chamber Ensemble as they perform music of the
German Baroque. Presented by Chamber Music Tulsa (CMT),
the cost to attend is $25 per person. Purchase your tickets in
advance at: chambermusictulsa.org. 

Save the Date: Dupré Anniversary Celebration

On November 5, Saint John's will host an event in memory of
composer Marcel Dupré, presented by the Tulsa Chapter of
the American Guild of Organists. More Howells Canticles to be Featured during

Evensongs on Sundays at 5:30 p.m.

This fall the Canticles of Herbert Howells will continue to be
featured through our Evensong Services. The schedule of
performances is below. (To learn more about Howells and the
role of a Canticle, read last month's Evangelist!)

October 3 - Gloucester Canticles (finished in 1946 for
Gloucester Cathedral) 

November 7 - Dallas Canticles (finished in 1975 for St. Luke’s
Episcopal Church in Dallas)
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Music News

A 6:30 p.m. lecture features Dr.
Jesse Eschbach, Professor of Organ
at the University of North Texas. At
7:30 p.m. Adam Pajan and Joseph 
Arndt will offer an organ recital fea-
turing two Dupré works: Deuxième 
Symphonie, Opus 26, and Trois 
Préludes et Fugues, Opus 7. 

The lecture and recital are free and 
open to the public. 

2021 marks the 50th anniversary of the death of Dupré
(1886-1971), the most influential French organist-composer
of the 20th century. 

Coming Soon: Requiem by Maurice Duruflé

Tuesday, November 2, 2021, Saint John's Church will observe
All Souls Day. At 6:30 p.m. that evening, the Chamber Choir
will offer the Requiem by Maurice Duruflé in the context of
the Holy Eucharist. Duruflé created stirring music with
quotations from Gregorian Chant.

Adam Pajan, organ
Erin Roth Thomas, mezzo-soprano
David Howard, baritone

The names of loved ones
departed since All Souls Day
2020 will be read at this service. 
Please contact the parish office
soon to submit a name of a
beloved to be remembered.

Sonare Concert Update - CMT now requires all
concert attendees to provide proof of vaccination at
the door. So,
please plan 
accordingly 
and be sure
to bring your
official card
to present 
upon arrival.



Musikalische Exequien by Heinrich Schütz 

On Friday, October 22 at 7 p.m, Saint John's will offer a
concert featuring music by Heinrich Schütz, the most
significant German composer before Bach. Admission is free. 

Schütz spent most of his career in Dresden and his musical life
was greatly impacted by the Thirty Years War. His work
Musikalische Exequien was composed for the funeral services
of Count Henry II of Reuss-Gera. It is thought to be the first
requiem in the German language, set in three parts. There will
be an educational forum offered in advance of the concert –
details will be announced.

Musicians will include: 
Adam Pajan, conductor
Sherezade Panthaki, soprano
Alissa Ruth Suver, soprano
Nicholas Garza, countertenor
Jeanise Wynn, alto
Steven Soph, tenor
Keith Lathrom, tenor
David Grogan, bass
Jason Awbrey, bass
Joseph Arndt, organ
Eric Smith, cello
Michael Leopold, theorbo

This concert is generously underwritten by Arlo and Barbara
DeKraai.

Get to Know Our...Singers
Singer Rob Duran makes a 
special effort to contribute 
to and grow from participa-
tion in our Saint John’s music
ministries. A resident of 
Edmond, Rob drives to Tulsa 
once and sometimes twice a 
week to sing. He started as
a substitute tenor in fall of 
2020 and has become a fam-
iliar face and voice. We 
thought you’d enjoy getting 
to know him more.

Q: Were you raised Episcopalian? A: No. I was raised in the Southern
Baptist denomination but I attend St. Paul’s Episcopal Cathedral in
Oklahoma City. I was born into a long line of Southern Baptists on
both sides of my family. I was active in that church growing up and
attended college at Oklahoma Baptist University, where my mother
was a music professor. Starting in law school, however, I left the
Southern Baptist church in search of more progressive and high-
church options. That began with a stint in the United Methodist
Church and ultimately landed me in the Episcopal church, where I
should have been all along.

Q: How did you end up singing at Saint John’s Church? A: I was
invited by Joseph Arndt to fill in as a tenor for an Evensong service.
I’ve always loved Evensongs – it is my favorite liturgical service and
is often the highlight of my week. When I experienced how Joseph
and Adam handle Evensongs – including, but not limited to, the
bonhomie of the group, the fidelity to the Anglican choral tradition,
and the high standard of the musical offerings – I fell in love with the
group and have worked hard to sing there as often as I can. 

Q: We understand you are a professional singer, what are the types
of musical performances you are most involved/active with? A: I have
sung with a number of choral ensembles over the years, and, in
addition to the Saint John’s Evensong choir, I currently sing with the
Windsong Chamber Choir, the St. Paul’s Cathedral Schola Cantorum,
the St. Paul’s Cathedral Evensong choir, and the St. Paul’s choir – all
of which are based in Oklahoma City.

Q: Tell us a little about your family. A: My wife, Kellie, and I have two
children – Kaitlyn (16) and Will (13). Kaitlyn is a junior at Edmond
Santa Fe High School. Will is a seventh grader at Heartland Middle
School (part of Edmond Public Schools).

Q: What is your profession? A: I am an independent consultant,
primarily serving clients in the energy industry. My work takes me all
over the country, which includes several clients in Tulsa. While my
roles and responsibilities are varied, I often assist clients in
determining mineral and leasehold ownership, preparing and
obtaining curative instruments, and advising on acquisitions and
divestitures.

Q: Do you have any hobbies? A: I enjoy travelling and reading. I am
an avid Oklahoma Sooners football fan and I play the occasional
game of golf. I also have a healthy (or unhealthy) dose of OCD, so
I’ve somehow made yard-work into a hobby with exacting standards.
I also love to visit Colorado and travel for new experiences and to see
new places. 

Q: What does a perfect weekend look like to you? A: It would involve
eating at interesting (some would say “fancy”) restaurants, attending
a home OU football game with my son in Norman, singing for Sunday
services with my daughter at St. Paul’s Cathedral, and singing for an
Evensong at Saint John’s.

Q: If you could describe Saint John’s Church with only 3 words, what
would they be? A: Excellent. Faithful. Magical.
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Music News Continued...
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More Special Church Events in October:



Children’s Chapel and Sunday School - Children’s Chapel
and Sunday School are here! If you want your children to
participate in these classes, simply come to the 10 a.m. service
and during the sequence hymn allow your child(ren) to go with
Joshua Corsaro and his volunteers to Powell Hall. They will be
back during the Peace. Sunday School starts right after the 10
a.m. service on the Labyrinth and will last for around thirty
minutes. If you have questions, please let Joshua Corsaro
know at jcorsaro@sjtulsa.org.

Trekker Treat - We will have a tailgate party on October 30
from 5-8 p.m. in the parking lot next to the Rectory. Come on
down, open up your trunk, bring some décor and food, some
games, and have a blast!

Acolytes - Like Children’s Chapel and Sunday School, we
have officially started our acolyte program. As the year goes
on, there will be a lot of activities for acolytes to participate in
and also have fun, so please keep an eye out for them!

Let's Do the Zoo! On Saturday, 
October 9, members of our church 
will be going to the zoo 
and members of every 
age are invited to 
attend. Come join your 
fellow parishioners for 
a walk on the wild side! 
We will meet inside the 
entrance to the Tulsa Zoo at 2 p.m. 
and explore as a group until 5 p.m. 

This month we are delighted to help you get to know one of
our new acolytes, Adrienne Ed, a little better. A sixth grader
at Bixby North Intermediate School, Adrienne is the daughter
of Hannah and Matt Ed and the granddaughter of Nancy and
Jim Hicks.
 

A: Do you have a favorite subject in school and why? A: My
favorite subject is history because I like to learn about what
happened in the past.

Q. Do you participate 
in any clubs outside of 
school? A: Yes, I am a 
Girl Scout. 

Q: What would you 
most like to do (for 
work) when you grow 
up? A: If I had to 
guess what I want to 
do when I grow up is 
be a veterinarian. 

Q: Speed round…what 
is your favorite: Food 
(or place to eat), des-
sert, drink, animal at 
the zoo, place to chill/thing to do on the weekends, and time
of the year? A: Ramen, cheesecake, bubble tea, red pandas,
hang with my family, and summer. 

Q: Who is your favorite writer or author? My favorite author is
Raina Telgameir.

Q: Why did you decide you wanted to become an Acolyte? A:
Because I think it will be a fun way to praise God.

Q: What three words would you use to describe our church to
your friends? A: Amazing, calming, and cool.
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Family & Youth - Josh Corsaro Getting to Know... Acolytes

Then, we will return to the church and meet in
the Common Room for pizza. The cost is $15 per
kid and $20 per adult (to cover pizza and zoo
entry). You can pay with check to the church
or through the QR code at the left. Just specify
"zoo day" in the spot for notes about what the
payment is for. 

To RSVP: Meghan Joiner, at megjoiner@comcast.net or (501)
258-2738. Please RSVP by October 2. Have questions or
concerns? Reach out to Meghan and she'll be happy to assist.
 

Scouting News
This month finds Troop 153 taking full advantage of falling
temperatures with some regional events as well as our monthly troop
campout. Some of our scouts attended the Order of the Arrow Ordeal
Weekend, with seven new Ordeal members and one completing
Brotherhood. We also had four serving on staff for that event. The
Order of the Arrow is the national honor society for scouting and
focuses primarily on providing cheerful service. We are proud of all our
new and returning OA members.

Many months of hard work and diligence have been rewarded as our
scouts were recently recognized at our fall Court of Honor with forty-
one rank advancements earned and 156 merit badges completed.
Additionally, we proudly recognized Cayden Rodgers as our newest
Troop 153 Eagle Scout! 

We are looking forward to our upcoming troop campout at one of our
favorite locations, Robbers Cave State Park. I can almost smell the
campfire. Happy fall!

 - Carolyn Davis Parishioners who attended Rally Day on Sept. 12 had
the opportunity to visit many wonderful ministry
booths and have their fair participation card
"punched." Those with the most punches were placed
into a drawing for area gift certificates donated by
members. The winners are below. If you are a winner,
contact Mary or Diana at the office to obtain your 
prize  or have it mailed to you. Congrats everyone!

 

$25 gift certificates to The Palate - 
Whitney Moss, Courtney Acord, and Chelley Wallack. 

 

$25 gift certificates to the St. John's Bookstore -  
Emily Termin and Hannah Ed.

 

$25 gift cards to QuikTrip - 
Robert Gambill and August Shelton Mason.

Rally Day Drawing Winners!

mailto:jcorsaro@sjtulsa.org


Adult Formation - Father David continues his class, Turning
Points, in October. These Sunday lessons for adults cover
major events in church history. If you wish to join, just come to
the Common Room at 9 a.m. (between the services). There will
also be coffee and refreshments.

Young Adult’s Brunch - Our Young Adult’s Brunch is going to
have a slightly different schedule in October and November.
In October, we will meet Sunday, October 24 (instead of
October 31). In November we will not meet because of the
many different holidays and events coming up. If you want to
sign up for brunch, please email jcorsaro@sjtulsa.org or
jarndt@sjtulsa.org.

Let's Serve at Iron Gate! 
The Iron Gate team cont-
inues to meet every first 
Saturday of the month, 
but we are changing how 
we will meet. Instead of 
meeting at the location, we 
will meet at the church and 
either use the van or car-
pool over to the location. 

If you are participating, plan to meet at the church at 7:45
a.m. and then we'll drive over to Iron Gate and volunteer from
8 to 9:30 a.m. After that, we will find a place to get coffee
together! If you'd like to get involved in this wonderful
ministry, and are at least 13 years of age or older, email
jcorsaro@sjtulsa.org. 

We give thanks for Earlene Gathright for her contribution to
our flower teams and that she took part in this Q&A interview!

Q: Were you raised Episcopalian? A: My faith journey began
in the Baptist faith of my father. After marrying, I converted
to the Christian Church for many years. Ironically, my minister
suggested the Episcopal Church. It has been my home since.

Q: How long have you attended Saint John’s? A: Saint John's
has been my church home for more than twenty-five years
and my son was married here. 

Q: Tell us about your career prior to retirement. A: My
profession has been in education, as a teacher, principal, and
in grant management. I was drawn out of retirement as a
volunteer in Tulsa schools where my grandchildren attend.

Q: What are your favorite hobbies? A: My favorite pastimes
include time with my grandchildren, entertaining/cooking, and
traveling.

Q: If you are a bibliophile, what did you last read or most
enjoy reading in the last year? A: I just finished reading Code
Name Helene. It is a story based on Nancy Wade's spying
activity in France during WWII. She was known by the Nazis
as the White Mouse because they couldn't catch her! 

A: What do you like about cooking? A: Cooking is important in
my family. My sister was a Cordon Bleu trained chef. But I'm
just a cook and prefer to prepare most of my food rather than
eat out. It’s healthier.
        

Q: Do you have any trips planned/destinations on your
“bucket list” to see/explore? A: I want to return to Vienna. I
need more time to get to know the city.

Q: When did you join the Flower Guild? A: Wonderful Anne
Burlingame twisted my arm to get started, but I stalled her
until I retired. It seemed like the next day Anne contacted me!
I enjoy working with beautiful flowers and talented ladies.

Q: What three words would you use to describe Saint John’s
Church? A: My Worship Place. 

See Earlene in the photo below with her buddies on Rally Day!

 - Josh Corsaro

Tuesday Trekkers - Finally the cooler
weather is here and the Trekkers couldn't
be more excited! Tuesday Trekkers is a
great way to get to know other adults -
of all ages - at Saint John's. Join us any
Tuesday at 5:30 p.m. on the Labyrinth for
fellowship, fun conversations, a little
exercise, and simply time to be outdoors!

Getting to Know...the Flower Guild

September was full of fun, like Rally Day and the Volunteer Appreciation Reception
See more photos from both days online at sjtulsa.org/our-parish-life
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For the Adults!
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Milestones 

Daughters of the King
On Sunday, October 31, 2021, during the 10 a.m. service, two new members
will be admitted to Saint John’s Chapter of The Order of the Daughters of the
King. Judy Cairl and Pat Elsberry successfully completed a three-month study
and discernment period. During the mass, Judy and Pat will receive their cross
(which will be blessed by Father David) and promise to obey the two Rules of
The Order, offer aid to the clergy, wear the cross faithfully, and work for the
purposes of The Order. Rules of the Order incorporate the Rule of Prayer and
the Rule of Service.

Sarah Addington
Steven Anderson
Diane Bell
Todd Bilbrey
Mark Byers
Bobby Byers
George Coen
Adam Davies
Olivia Davies,
im Dean
Lise Dean
Hannah Ed
Theresa Eichenberger
Ann Gravender
Greg Gray
Karen Griffin
Karen Hampton
Jane Ho
Mary Husband
Joanne Kirlin
Leslie Lake
Lexi Lake
Linda Lawson

The Bookstore is Back!
Welcome back fall, and welcome back patrons 
 of the St. John's Gift and Bookstore. The shop
is open and the volunteer shopkeepers are so
happy to see your faces (masks and all). 

The shop team has dusted off the shelves,
pulled out merchandise, rebooted the register
and we are ready for business. The hours for
now are Sunday 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. New
items are arriving daily.

Just a few items you might like to be aware of
include: new greeting cards, Wood Bowl three-
wick candles, Halloween soaps and napkins,
new jewelry and fall-themed small canvas
paintings. Stop by and take a look in the
window any day and come shop on Sundays!
Also, there are always great items in our "sale"
area 50 to 75 percent off. 
 

Coming soon: the store will be carrying books
that Father David has recommended! We give
great thanks for the ladies who make this store
possible:Susan Lyons, Shannon Johnson and
Debbie Hensley.

Birthdays
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Saint John’s Chapter
meets the first
Thursday of the month
at 10 a.m. in the church
library. The next
program of study will
begin in January 2022
at a time agreed upon
by the participants. If
interested or want more
information, please
contact Janice Ingle at
janiceingle@me.com.

Football Fan Vote on 9/12
If you stopped by the St. Barbara’s Guild
table on Rally Day and if you voted for your
football team, the results are in. Drum roll
please...Oklahoma - 11, Tulsa - 10, Oklahoma
State - 6, Arkansas - 1, Kansas State - 1, and
Kansas - 1. 

If you did not get a chance and you might
want to find out more about St. Barbara’s,
please contact Kathleen Moss (918) 633-8881
or any member of the St .Barbara’s Guild.

Lisa Marshall
Serenity McCaw
Maurine Miller
George Nowotny
B.J. Pohl
Heather Pohl,
Claudia Powers
Rob Rainey
Joan Scheurich
Tom Schooley
Gloria Sicking
Lottie Smith
Karen Szabo
Angelina Vasquez
Andrea Vasquez
Debbie Viuf
Dana Weber
Janie Wilkins
Kathleen Williams
Larry Young

   

mailto:janiceingle@me.com
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